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The Tranſlator's EpisTLE to the 
Gentle Reader. 


en as 4 Joung Child newly (as 7 may ſay) 
| crept from his Cradle, endeavouring to pro- 


wy 70vnce with perfection his Natural Language 


„Ver his future uſe, is firſt inſtructed to ſpelt, be- 
fore he be put to Reading, and to Read ere he 
pound: So 7, whoſe rough Skill and harſh 

anfiled Wit, wanting the practice of continuing time, leing 


disfurniſht of Natures help and Arts poliſht diſciplines, muſt 


ſeem to go, before 7 may 7 to fly, truſting to my own 
unfledged wings, leſt with raſh aſpiring Icarus, 7 overwheln 
my helps in the recordleſs Cave of everlaſting diſ race. 7 


ſpeak this (moſt Courteous and Gentle Readers) for that I ha 


ſome few Moneths paſt, only for my private Recreation, in 
idle hours, imitated in this Hiſtory, the invention of For- 
raign Mit, whoſe Conceit being commended of divers Gen- 
tlemen of no mean deſert, have by their importunate Intrea- 
ties, forced me (altogether unwilling) to make tnown the rude 
exerciſe of my vacant leiſure, which at length, to ſaticfie their 
Requeſts, not my Deſires, I did reſolve to do, only thereby 
to make you Sport, in the tedious paſſage of the Minter- 
Nights, if other Paſtimes do not diſturb it. For on this ſole 
hope. it only leans, that being the firſt prize of a Tong Fn 
Cf: 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 


ſet in a barren ground, overgrown with Weeds, ſo it will ob- 
tain your general gentle Acceptance, with a Favourable Par- 
don for this Raſh Ae, Defending it with the Shield of 
your Favours, which will be a ſufficient Tower, well armed 
againſt all ſcandalizing Tongues, that but make an ecchoing 
noiſe with their airy words, harm ern themſelves, by 
their reproachful taunts, even on their barking ſelves. But 
walled with hope, that the gentleneſs of your YVertues will no- 
thing derogate from your names, by kindly accepting my good 
will, Lend; praying that all preſent and enſuing Happineſs 
and Content, may every way anſwer your own wiſhes : Re- 
queſting,T hat where you diſlike there you would mildly Amend, 
and not utterly Condemns. 
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THE 


HONOUR of CHIVALRY. 


Set down in the moſt Famous Hiſtory of the Invincible 
Prince Don Bellianis, Son to the Emperour Don 


Bellaneo of Greece, wherein are deſcribed his Adventures, 


and Love toward the Princeſs Florisbella 
Daughter to the Soldan of Babylon. 


CHAP. I: 


How the Emperor Don Bellaneo married the Princeſs Clarinda 
Daughter unto Trolejano King of Spain, 


hen the Gzecian Ponarchy flouriſhed with moſt glo⸗ 
rp, tryumphing over the greateſt part of Chzi- 
V. ſtendome, as is reco2ded in the large annual Re- 
e gitters of Friſtone (Surnamed the Wiſe) p2eſervs 

ers of the never dying and ever memozable acts of 
the Wozthies of his time: There then ſolely [wayedthe awful im- 
perions Crown & Dcepter, an Cmperoz named Don Bellaneo,who 
though his rare vertues, gentle affability, gallant conditions, roy- 
al æ Yerotck deeds, his admirable regard, & moſt great care in the 
adminiſtration of equal juſtice to his ſubjects, not taking the ones 
right to make the other rich, was of them ſo highly admired and 
reverenced that the ſuperfluity of wozds in revealing it, would im⸗ 
poverich rather than enrich the perpetuity. ok his never dying glo⸗ 
ry: this Empers; was altogether in his youth inclined & inflamed: 
with deſire of haughty attempts, the conquering of fozrain nations 
Kingdoms and Digniozies,wherein he never reſted, continually be- 
taking himſelf clad in habiliments of military arms, in field a- 
gainſt His foes, manifeſting his incredible valoz, & his well knit 
fine ws, which nothing diſagreed from the greatneſs of. his mind.. 


Tye 


2 Don Bellianis of Greece, or : 

The familiar uſance of his Nobles & Uaſſaiz was ſich, that they 
might be rather termed his companions and fellows, than -ſub- 
jects, Ve always would hazard his perſon in greateſt and moſt 
difficult dangers offered him, accounting that honour to be ſupzea- 
meff, which was obtained with moſt toyl and peril, and judging 
it Letter that ſtrangers ſhould. blaze ab2ead-the greatnels ok his 
militayy Koztune, and wagnahimitp of-war, than-'the commend- 
ing of his Douldiers deeds, inſomuch that their chiekeſt acts in the 
perilous Vattels, was to guard their Lozd: foy ſo great was his 
couragious heart, not fearing mighty and puiſſant Giants,noz the 
ſtrength ok admired Knights, but as pꝛetending all honour to him- 
ſelf and eſteeming it but little, would as it were headlong run, 
where he found moſt dangers, that kometimes his whole Camp 
might harald defend him from the fury of contractions ſquadzons, 
where his Yeroick thought could not harboz the leaſt ſign of pale 
trembling fear : in which kind of life he moze joped, than if he 
lived-among all the delicions and delighted pleaſures, that any 
MPonarches could enjoy in greateſt Plenty, Whereby his all- 
wondering Fame was fo vulgard thzonghout the far. remoted ng⸗ 
tions ok the ſpacious Orb, which they accounted as a blazing 
Comet, pꝛelaging the future rutne, that His bare name cauſed in 
them ſuchagues ok timozous fear, as doth the furious Thunder 
C renting the darkned welkin, with mighty ſhowers of Carth 
dꝛowned waters) in the heartleſs multitude of ruſtick Country 
Swains, by which he berame ſo odious to all his Enemies, that 
they would often gibe their own blood as a reward koz his death, 
fozt⸗judging his like will be their utter deſolation. But having 
conſumed the greateſt part ok his pouthinhoſtile Arms, by coun⸗ 
ſel; and impoztunitp of his Nobility and Dubjecs,. being often 
urged thereto (though again his Will) be returned with 
weaths of immoztal Triumph, to the Famous and ever gloꝛi⸗ 
dus City ok Conſtantinopk 3 from! whence were Ddifyatched in 
cis behalf, to demande in Parriage the Princeſs Olarinda , 
Daughter to Toiolan, King vf Heſperia, to whom in Embaſcy 
were lent perkonages ſniffictent to make known his high magni⸗ 
ficence, amo ig whom went as chief the Bing ok Hungaria, 
(Conſin to che Emyeroz ) and the Prince Macedon, with many 
Dukes c L$:ds, with the haughtieſt Pomp, and ropalleſt ſhew of 
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The Honour of Chivalry. I 
Emballage that ever went to any Potentate. This underfſfob 
by the Aberian King, he in perſon came to met them, muſing 
at the ſudden comming of ſuch ates to ſ&k him from ſo far 
Countreys : who being ſen of them, with great courteſie that 
abounded in them, they alighting, did him that duty that might 
appertain to ſuch a Uing; who perceiving it, with the like ſo- 
lemnity entertained them: where over-paſſing their gretiugs, 
they mounted on Yozſe-back, and by the way b2tefly diſcour- 
ſed of my things, untill they arrived at the famous City of 
Hiſpalis, where they were received again with many very ſump- 
tuous ſhews, p2epared only koz that purpoſe, to expzeſs the 
greatneſs of his ſtate: and appꝛoaching the Nopal Pallace of Hi(- 
palis, they alighted, the King Toloian leading in one hand the 
Bing of Hungary, and Macedon in the other hand, entred the great 
Hall, where the Queen and the Princeſs Clarinda with divers 
Pers, erpeced their arrival, and moſt majeſtically received 
them anew, and the King of Hungaria kneled to the Nuren, de- 
ſiring to kiſs her hand; but the refraining it, tok him up in her 
armes, embzacing audhonouring him as wozthily as the dignity 
of his eſtate merireb, voing the like unto the Macedonian Pzince 
and other Nobles that alſo pꝛoſtrated themſelves befoze the Prin- 
ceſs, who entertained them with ſuch gallant grace, that they 
greatly admired at her rare beauty, and ſingular perfections, 
thinking themſelves happy, to have ſo abſolute a Lady foz their 
Empꝛels. No ſoner ended their lalutations but the tables being 
laid, they late down, and were uſed acco2ding to their maguifi- 
ence : afterward they had appointed them large and rich lodgings, 
by his Majeſties command, retaining in the pallace (the moze to. 
honour them) the two Kings. The next mozning were lummen⸗ 
ed the chief Lo2ds to Parliament; and their p2eſent audience to 
the Kingly Embaſſadours, who being thither lent foy to their Se- 
nate houſe, delivered from their Lozd and Emperour their Em- 
baſlep : foy which the Spaniſh King refed highly contented, and 
replied he was fully determined to acco2d with the @mperours 
requeſt, therewith remaining highly ſatisfied, and ſo they might 
pzepare themſelves, koz in ten days che and they ſhould-be pꝛovi⸗ 
ded ol all neceſſaries : whereat they greatly rejopced, ſo did the 
Queen and Pzincels with that marriage, having befoze heard 5 

the 
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the Cmpero2s-rare.and abſolute conditions, At length all things 
2dered.they departed leaving the Court in great lolitude, thzough 
the Pzincefles abſence, who with her train continued their daply 
Journeps, till they came to Conſtantinople, where they were wel- 
comed, and the nuptials lolemnized with moſt magnificent try- 
umphs, tozneps, and all manner of paſtimes acco2ding;, to the 
greatneſs of ſuch eſtates, 
CHAP. IE 

| The Birth of Don Belianis of Greece, and of a ſtrange Adventure did 
-" befal him on hunting, by which he parted. from the Emperour 
his Father. | | 
Dw the Yiſtozy doth reco2d, that in p2oceſs of time the 
Cmperour Don Bellaneo had of the Empꝛels Clarinda thzee 
ſons, the eldeſt called Don Bellianis of Greece, that inherited the 
Empire akter his Fathers death; the ſecond, Don Clarineo of 
Spain 3 the third, Don Lucidamore of Theflaly, who not only in 
valour and military Diſcipline, equalled their Father, but er- 
celled alt other of their time, in all gallant and wozthy heroical 
exerciſes; inſomuch that all men had them in high admiration, 
eſpetialty the Pzince Don Bellianis, that was educated as his roy. 
al fate merited, and the heir of luch an Empire required, until 
he came tothe age of eight pears, in which no Donzel in the 
Court (though he doubled his ꝓeats) could excel him (there being 
very many) chieſty the Pꝛince of Macedons ſon, by Dame Don Bri- 
anel: another of the King of Hungary, called Don Arſilio the 
ſtrong, thzough his exceſiive trengthzfoy being Knighted,he would 
often between his arms [mother puiſlant nights, ſo that next the 
* Pzince he was accounted chiefeſf. In which time they were 
inſkructed and taught thoſe things as fitted ſuch Princes, wherein 
they ſo well pꝛofited, but eſpecially the Prince Don Bellianis, 
who much applied himlelf to muſick, that in thoſe days none lur⸗ 
"paſſed him:that the Cmperonr ſeeing him lo much given unto 
it, was not lack in p2oviding fo2 him the excelltnteſt Tuto2s that 
might be found:to whom and thoſe he had the P2ince Highly re- 
warded. In which woꝛthy exerciſe he bufied himſelf till he perfec- 
ed the age of twelve pears, with ſuch fozwardnels, that every 
one admired him, afluredlp imagining that in the compaſs of the 
whole earth was not a moze excellent and rare ſpirit. 1 
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terpotüng all thele things with the you love he bare his Couſin, 
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At this time he was taught the ſcience of arms, in which he 
ſhewed himſelf ſo crpertCas it were a thing whereby he ſhould the 
inheritance pofſeſs)that he ſeemed to nid no teacher. In this exer- 
tile he ſpent two pears. About which time the @mperoz being de- 
ſitous to hunt in a ſpacious Fozeſt, thꝛee miles diſtant from the 
City, and being $20vided of all necefaries, he departed to it with 
the Empzels, and his ſon Don Bellianis, Icaving his two b2ethzen 

in Court, that they deſired not to go with them, but there accom- 
panied them Don Brianel, and the Prince Arſileo, with many 
Lnights and Lo2ds of hich elkem, with lo great and royal train, 

ae they were going to pitch battle. The Pzince Don Bellianis, 

did lead by the reins the Tmpreſs his mothers Palkrep, and the 
Emperoz went conſozted with the Pzince Ariſileo, and Don Bria- 
nel, of whom he reſted ecreatly ſatisfied. 

In this equipage, within awhile they arriv'd at the place where 
ſtraight their ſpozt began, that with the noiſe of hounds c hozns, 
they dzowned the Eccho of their own voices, A while after, from 
that ſide the Empzels ſat, there iſſued fo2th a Lion and a Bear, 
with ſo ſwift a courſe, that though they would have hid themſelves 
they could not find any place. The Lion ran ſtraight againſt the 
Pꝛince, who although it ſomewhat ſcared him, did not therefoze 
tear him, but with an undaunted heart ſet himſelf befoze him, with 
his ſwozd in hand which at his ſide he woze, but the Lion joyned 
with him ſo luddenly, that he wounded him ſozelp in the fozehead, 
and griping him between his arms, thꝛuſt one ok his paws into 
his fleſh, making a deep wound but the P2ince not diſmayed 
thereat, noz loſing his conragious mind, gave ſuch a thzuſt from 
his arms downwards, right to his heart, that the Lion thzough 
extreme pain left him. Then loking towards the Empꝛels, law 
that the Bear, with deviliſh kurp, having overthzown the Pzince 
his coulin, againſt which his great ſtrength nothing p2evailed, 
dzagged him over the Pountain tops: which he ling, alchough 
grievoully wounded, and the Lion not ſtirring, ſtraight tok his 
hozle, and with all ſpeed followed the way the Year had taken, 
not reſpecting the many Knights that went in his-reſcye,noz the 


Empzels out-cries fozbidding his enterp2ize, fearing he Goulv 


faint thzough the much blod he had loſt by his wounds:but.coun- 
taped 
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ſtayed not, but in all haſt thzuſt Himſelf into thoſe great any 
thick G2oves, th2ough which he loſt great quanticy of his blood; 
that it was no little grief unto him, being on for; fo) the way 
was ſo thick aud naught, that it was impoſſible foy him to ride 
therein, koz elſe the running of his Bozfe would have put him in 
extream danger. But continuing his way thzough that fearful 
G2ove, following the noile of a lamentable and pitiful cry which 
heheard, and being unable to paſs further through weary faint- 
nels, ſat him vown, andſ&ing how much blod he had loT by his 
wounds, and the dauger which he knew his loving Couſin to be 
in, put him into a Pelanchollp ſozrow. 

But long was he not ſo, by reaſon of a great noiſe that ſudden⸗- 
ty aroſe out of the thicket thereby, whereat he faintly began to 
riſe. And loking what might be the cauſe thereof, law the moſt 
hozrible and fearſul Bear, haſting to the place where he was: but 
he ſetting himſelf befoze him to hinder his further hurting his 
Couſin, the Bear eſpying him, furioufly ran to aſſault him, but by 
the Lyons experience he call himſelf aſide, and ſo let him paſs 
with the Deviliſh fury,and turning about to ſtrike him, percei- 
ved the Wear co runne into a Cave that was at the fot of a ſtep 

duntain there adjopning 2 whereat very jopkul at ſuch a mil⸗ 
chance, went to his couſin, who amazed at what He hav ſeen, was 
likewiſe coming to him, and with great love embꝛacing him, and 
ſeing his wounds bleed very faſt, ſaid, Without doubt god cou⸗ 
fin, vou are ſoze wounded, wherfoze A pꝛap you; reſt here, while 
Jſ&k out our company, and ſe pour wounds d2efled : J am not 
at this pzeſent (replied Don Bellianis) in ſuch neceſſity, but map 
accompany you, yet would J gladly know what ſtrange adventure 
is in yon hollow Cave. Foz as God ſhall help me, we hither are 
not tome without ſome ſpecial ſecret. It behoves pou not now 
(aid Arſileo) fo; ybur wounds will not ſuffer you to know the 
end of this france Adventure. Foz in the lingring of pour cure, 
vdu may endanger pout ſelf greatly. Never moze it be ſaid (re⸗ 
plied Don Bellianis)that J Hence part, and not know it. Whereup- 
upon hand in hand they went till they came to the Cave, whoſe ob- 
fcure darkneſs was able to daunt the ſtouteſt heart. But thoſe 
ba Pzinces artived there fearleſs of any thing, & had ſcarce 
ontred the ſame. ten paces, but Don Arſileo unable to pals further, 
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was (maugre his ſtrength) thꝛuſt fozth: and though he aſſaped 
to re-enter, yet conld he not, but was with greater foꝛce ſtill re- 
bated back, which extremly grieved him ſeeing he could not enter, 
to help his couſin. Mean while, he heard within a rumour of 
great blows as if many Knights were in fight together. Foz 
after the Pꝛince parted from his conſin, he went fozwards through 
the cave, beating his head againſt the walls, on every ſide, till he 
had paſſed that great darkneſs that he found himſelf in a Pall, 
where he ſaw a huge piller, with certain Arabian letters, which 
he going to read by a light that pzoceved from a window thereby, 
was fo2bidden it by a moſt defozmed Gyant, that ſeeing Himſelf 
befoze (having in his hand bound with a mighty chain, the mon⸗ 
ſtrous Bcar, cauſer of his coming thither) with a terribbs. eccho- 
ing ſound of his hoarce voice, thus ſpake. 

Thou art not permitted (pez captive donzel) to read the Let- 
ters of the bꝛazen Piller, fo2'J will hinder the thereof. being 
here placed foz the ſame purpoſe, until the Pzophecy be fulfilled 
which it containeth. The Pꝛince refted greatly amazed to ſee ſo 
miſhapen a Ponſter, that he ſuppoſed him ſome infernal ſhadow, 
ſoner than a moztal ſubſtance. But he with a never daunted: 
mind, made this reply, J may not enter battel with thee (thou 
fcarful beaſt) having not pet received the o2der of Knighthood, 
which if J had, although thou ſhouldſt never lo much gainſay it, 
yet J would not go hence untill ſuch time as A had read them. 

No reaſon ſhall ſerve the (replicd the Grant) to keep ther 
from death by my hande, ſoz here was A ſet foz that purpoſe to 
welcome him with it, that ſhould pzeſume to enter this my foz⸗ 
bidden habitation. And ſo ending his ſpech, he let loſe the fu- 
rious Bear, which with his deviliſh pains ran againſt the Paince, 
and the Gyant laying hand to a great ſmiter hanging at his ſide, 
did the like, and being nigh him, reached him a mighty blow on the 
head: but he that feared moze the Gpants ſimiter;than the Bears 
ſtrength, though big and ugly. got between the Gpants arms, that 
he could not hurt him, making the blow vain, and the \miter with 
the ſwift courſe it carried, lighted on the ground aud flew out of 
his hand. Pean while the Pꝛince trok the Gpant upon the thigh, 
which no moze hurt Him than had it faln on an Adamant: which 
he perceiving tue ned to the _ pet tould un moze wound him 

3 than 
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than the Gyant, which vexed him to the heart: and ſeeing the Gi⸗ 
ant returned upon him, got behind the Pillar, whereon the letters 
were, uſing it as a ſhield Eut the Gyant at this time fo ſuddenly 
came upon him, that be could ſcarce effed it, who raiſing his ſterl⸗ 
ed miter with both hande, gave him ſuch a mighty blow on the 
head, that he thought it parted in two, pet it did him no harm, 
ſave that the ſtrength thereof fozced Him backward two oz the 
ſteps. At this time the Bear tok hold of his arm with his paws, 
that renting his hunting jacket, wounded him ſozely; but ſ&ing 
himſelf in ſo imminent danger; was once again fozced to take the 
Pillar foz his defence, wherein he eſpied a Dwozd fixed, whoſe 
workmanſhip was ſuch.that the like in no time was ever ſen, 
wherein at that time he moze rejoyced, than had he been inveſted 
univerſal Lozd of the whole earth, oz made a greater Monarch 
than his Father. And without delay ſtepping to it, very eaſily and 
lightly dꝛew it fozth, which Ye had no ſ@ner done, but that there 
was heard a moſt hozrible noiſe, as if the diſlolution of the world 
was then. that unable to ſtand, was fain to get Hold of the Pillar. 
Per ſcarce was the earth-quake paſt, but that defozmed Giant 
pꝛepared himſelf to fight, which the Pꝛince ſing, and joyful with 
the obt ained [wozd, therewith thzuſt at his body with the utmoſt 
ſtrength of his arm, that the [wo2d appeared at his back; then 
{kraight the Giant fell to the ground, as doth ſome mighty Oak, 
rent with a whirlwind by the rots, and loking fo2 the Bear, found 
him alſo dead as things that had no longer term of like, than the 
laſting of the inchantment, which ended with the dꝛawing of the 
{wozd from the Pillar. Aud that yoiſe being Heard of Don Arſileo, 
that remained at the Caves mouth, tried if he might again enter 
it, which without any tronble he did, and taking his hunting jaw 
in with him, he caſt himtelk reſolutely into it, and came to Don 
Bellianis at the time he ended his Giants life, and was giving 
thanks to God, that he had delivered him from lo great peril and 
danger, and with wondzons gladneſs to ſee themſelves together 
gain, ran to embzace each other, andArſileo thus ſaid, You have 
not been long (dear Couſin, though ſo ſozely wounded as you 
were) in fighting this ſo range and marvellous Adventure, to 
your admirable honoz and-blazing fame, whereby J vo aſluredly 
believe, pou will terminate all other with the like . 

that 
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that the perpetual reco2d of pour fathers glozious name (which 
he in many years with his great pain obtained) will be with the 
never-dping memozp of pour famous deevs, and the eternity of 
your acts in ſhozt time extinguiſhed, and in oblivious darkneſs o⸗ 
verwhelmed. No not ſo (god couſin, replied Don Bellianis) but 
let us read theſe letters fixed upon this Pillar, which coſt me no 
leſs blod, than if they contained ſome matter of great impoz⸗ 
tance, which they read to this effect: 
A Prophecy, and is fulfilled in the 37 Chapter. 

In the time to come when the fierceneſs of the courageous Lions 
by the greatneſs of my skill ſhall be put in greater fear by them 
that in valour had ſo great part, the fearful keepers of my Cave 
being ſlain, and the {word won wherewith the living (hall be 
loft, and the dead put in poſſeſſion of the re-obtained, with the 
greateſt ſtrangeneſs of obtainers, which until that time was ever 
heard of, ſhall be reſtored to their Royal blood, and the true poſ- 
ſeſſors known, 

Gzeatly were the two Pꝛinces amazed hereby, not underſtand⸗ 
ing thoſe wozds, though plainly they were meant by Don Belli- 
anis,ſ[&ing he had ended the Adventure. Gzeat is the need (ſaid 
Don Arſileo) pou ſem to have of pꝛeſent care foz pour wounds 
which J ſ& to be ſo deep, that J fear you may fall into ſome no- 
table danger, thzough the great quantity ok blood you have loft. 
Which was true, though the Prince with the jop of the gay 
{ucceſs, and in beholding his rich @wozd, thought not on his 
great and dangerous wounds, which were ſuch, that if any other 
of leſs, and weaker conſttiution, and conrageouſneſs-of mind had 
them,could not ſo have ſuſtained himſelf. | 

Eut while they were thus talking, from a moſt ſumptuous 
Chamber there iſſued fozth a beauteous Damlſel, clothed in a 
Crimſon-ſattin Robe, ſo great, that the train thereof trailed on the 
ground. 

This Lady was led between two nights, antient and ok great 
gKravitp, and on her attended twelve Damoſels in the ſame livery, 
all ſhewed by their faces ſame heavy cauſe of melancholp ſozrow, 
who being befoze the Pzince,p2ot2ated themſelves on the ground, 
which he ſ&ing did the like, and intreated them to riſe: to 
which the laid, J will not riſe, moſt excellent N 

ave 
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have firſt granted my demand. A do grant it (gracious Lady) 
ſaid the Pꝛince, and not only that, but many others, foz my deſire 
is only to ſerve ſuch as your own ſelf. 

I do render many infinite thanks (teplred ſhe) neither did A 
lok ko; leſs from ſo high and hontored a Pzince as pou, guardey 
with ſuch royal bounty, and magnificent excellency 3 and riſing, 
tok him by the hand, and entered the Chamber, which, though Don 
Bellianis had ſeen many very fair and rich in his Fathers Pal⸗ 

lace, pet judged he that to be the ropaliſt he might ſee : fo; the 
walls ſeemed of Ch1iftal, through which appeared ſuch diverſity 
of pictures, as the whole univerſe could ſcarce contain moze: the 
filz ſeemed of tranſparent Emeralds, which ſo amazed their 
wondzing lenſes, that they ſtod a while gazing on it, till Don 
Bellianis turning to the Lady that held Him by the hand, ſaiv. 
Although (fafr- Lady) the entrance of this Cave ſ@med ſo timo⸗ 
rous in light; yet the variety of theſe rarities which it within 
contains, pzeſents moze hews to the outward fight, than the 
whole wozld befides, and without reaſon, was it not made with 
ſuch extremes as to be inhabited with ſuch excellent beauty witk⸗ 
in, and guarded with ſo great fear without, to foybid the entrance 
to all attempters. The Lady conceiving great pleaſure at the 
'Pzinces wo2ds. anſwered; J could not chuſe but bluſh (moſt gra- 
-cious Pꝛince) at your wo2ds (though ſo honoured by them) knew 
not pour great courteſie.that far ſurpaſſeth all others at this time, 
which cauleth me to pꝛize my lelf moꝛe than J ſhould, oz my me- 
rits deſerve (though J ſhould not under pour pꝛotection do it) be- 
kaufe all honoured p2aiſes and deſerved merits reſt in pour ſelf, 
But overpalſing this, which is lo well known to every one, let my 
entreaties ſo p2evail with pou, that my maidens may cure pour 

bounds, A have uo wound (replyed the Prince) chat ſo much 
ane cure, ſave my deſire to know the end of this adventure, 
and alſo who ſhe is ſo honoureth me. Uerp quickly ſhall pou know 
it fair Lozd (ſaith the Pyinceſs') but firſt mu pour wounds be 
cared, leaſt pou incur ſome danger, and after pou ſhall know 
the cauſe of pour coming hither, whom Jam, aud what elſe pou 
will, all being done by her will that keeps me here. Thereupon 
the Pꝛince was uncloathed by thoſe Ladies, and one of them dꝛel⸗ 
fed him moſt skilkully, having great knowlepge in that mw and 
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being laid on a ſumptuous bed, thep left him to his reſt. the Pzince 
Arſileo remained in talk with the damſel of many things, eſpe- 
cially of the adventure of that day, greatly admiring what Don 
bcllianis his couſin had atchieved, being ſo poung of pears, Do 
not lo wonder, moſt noble P2ince(ſaid the Lady) oz in compariſon 
of that this Pꝛince ſhall do, this is the leaſt. Puch marvelled Ar- 
filio to be knownn in that place, not remembzing that he ever ſaw 
any of thoſe Ladies: and ſo they continued in pleaſing chat till 
ſupper time, when the Tables being covered they late down. And 
here leave we them to ſhew what befel the Emperoz Don Bella- 
neo, and what he did, 
CHA Pp. III. 
How the Emperor departed to ſeek his Son. 
T the many outcries the Cmp2eſs gave Don Bellianis her 
ſon ts return from the Bears purſuic,divers of thole Knights 
that were a hunting haſted after following the ſigns ok the blod, 
till they came to the place where he did ſit,# there found ſo much 
blod,that they reſted wondzous diſmaid, yet ſaw they not the caves 
mouth, by reaſon that the entry thereof was there ſtopt, made on 
the further fide, But not ſtaping there, they began to ſ&k the 
Pꝛince among the thick groves, with all ſpedy diligence, yet 
could not find either foting oz ſign of him, whereat they were 
ſo amazed ſ&ing every where ſuch quantity of blod,as they ima⸗ 
gined he could not be far from thence, pet durſt not without him 
return to the Empꝛels. The like happened to the Emperoz, whom 
acertain Bnight told how a hozrible Bear dzagged the Prince 
Arſileo, as is befoze mentioned, who underſtanding it, made no 
long ſtap, but accompanied with many Knights,began to ſ&k that 
way he heard they were gone, and after long toils, ſeeing himſelf 
in that thick wood, and doubting ſome miſchance might befal him, 
called foz his Armoz, whereof he never went unp3ovided, as one 
delighting moze in military ſucceſs than in hunting, x was with 
all ſped armed, and mounting on his hozſe, put himſelf thꝛough 
the kozeſt with one ſole Squire, commanding the reſt of his train 
to ſek the Pꝛince on the other fide : nought p2evailed with him 
their entreaty to go with him, but he commanded the Pzince 
Don Brianel to take His Lance, caſt His ſhield at His back, and 
lea ving his company very * departed, fully determined 
| © not 
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not to return to Conſtantinople, until he heard either ok the 
Pꝛinces lives oz deaths, foꝛ whom he ſo greatly grieved, that the 
moze he thought to dillemble it, the moze his ſozrow increaſed. 
Thus in his journep leaving him, we will declare what his 
Knights did, which a little after met with all the reſt ſtanding by 
the Caves mouth,who knowing of the cruel chance that befel the 
Pꝛinte Don Bellianis, began greatly tolament him, but ſ&ing it 
little pꝛevailed, lought him anew in many places, till the dark⸗ 
ſome night overtok them, which fozced them to return unto their 
tents, where they left the Empꝛele, that inraged with grief 
would have commanded their heads to be trucken off, that con- 
ſented to the Emperoz to depart, not fo much eſteeming the 
Pzinceſs.loſs,as his ſudden going th2ough-thole dangerous wods, 
where certainly the thought he would be devoured: by ſavage 
Eeaſts, inhabiting that Fozeſt, wherekoze ſtraight recomman⸗ 
Ted that with many lights and to2ches, they ſhould again be lok- 
ed fo2 over all the mountains; but not finding them, they woz⸗ 
thily deſerved to be excuſed, and leeing neither of them could be 
fottnd, greatly grieved, they all returned to the City with bitter 
erecrations,curfing the hour they firſt determined to come to that 
place, cauſer of the Empꝛelles inraged grief, that none durſt 


come unto her. | 
J CHAP. IV. | 
The ſtrange and dangerous Ad venture that befel the Emperor in 
the diſcovered Caſtle, feeking the Prince Don Bellianis his Son. 
He Emperoz putting himſelf thzough that wild grove, taking 
his way diverfly having no certainty of any thing, ſo travels 
led till it was night, and with great pain, ſceing he could effec 
nothing to his intent, by reaſon of the nights obſcurity, alighted: 
ſo did Bria nel, who unbzidled their hozſes that they might fied on 
the green graſs, which with overmuch labour were lo tired, that 
they could hardly any longer bear their Paſters. But the Em⸗ 
pers? being in great trouble and anguiſh ok mind fo2 the loſs of 
roth the Pzinces, vet moze ſozrowed fo2 the Empzelles grief, 
which was not little that he ſtippoſed that ſhe ſhould conceive, 
ſejng neither of them return, than foz ought elle; fo he certain- 
ly thought that ik they were devoured by wild Leafts, ſome ſign 
thereof would be found, lo that pexſwading himſelf the —— 
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he parted aſide to reſt, but he had not ſcarce lept two hours, when 
ſuddenly he, awaked at the loud cries he heard, that all the vallies 
ecchoed with the noyſe, which with moze vehemence fill feemey 
to increaſe, as if they pzoceeded from ſome in great neceſlity ſu⸗ 
ſtaining ont- rage:wheren the good Cmperoz was ſo amazed with 
trouble on all ſides, chiefly at that timezyet as one ſearching ſuch 
dangers, commanded Don Brianel to bzidle his hozſe, while he 
laced on his helm, and caſting his ſhield at his back, mounted on 
his hozle, not ſetting foot in ſtirrup, and taking his lance thzult 
himſelf thzough the grove, following the voice he heard, imagi⸗ 
ning ſome of the Pzinces might be there: but feeling himſelf 
weary with much travel, pet ſuppoſing he appzoached every fot 
nigher to the lamentable cry, ſpied hard by him a high Caſtle, 
well foztified with towers, though by the darkneſs of the night 
he could not diſcern them. But coming to the gate, perceived the 
voice pzoceded thence;and with great deſire to know the caule, 
knocked at the ſame, pet none auſweredhim ; which moze urged 
him to learn the fozce and violence within uſed, ſo that he went 
round about the Caſtle, but could find no entrance, whereat tired 
with delay, the lamentable voice increaſing, ſpied a rope,where- 
with from the top of the Caſtle, they dzew up ſtones, with a cer⸗ 
tain device they had within. Do the Emperoꝛ finding no other ens 
try, bad Don Brianel unarm him, who ſaid, What mean you to 
do, my god Lozd: will pou by fozce have your entrance thzough 
thele ſtony walls - J intend nothing elſe ( replied the Empe⸗ 
ro2 ) and therefoze alight and unarm me, which done bind my 
Armoz to this cozd, that therewith, ik J have time, J map arm 
my ſelf aloft. J think it a mer madneſs ( ſaid the Pzince) to 
hazard pour perſon in ſo imminent a danger: fo? beſides that the 
coming fo2th ſeems lo difficult, J believe pon hardly will. be ſuf- 
fered to ſ& what kind of people doth inhabit it, and ſo have ſcarce 
time touſe your Armoz. JA can do no otherwiſe (anlwered the 
Emperoz) foz it would be imputed to my everlaſting fhame; ik 
I ſhould ſuffer this wzong to paſs unpuniched, oz yot uſing that 
which my tate binds me to. Do diſmounting,he was diſarmed, 
and getting hold of the rope, taking with him his ſhield, he cli- 
med thereby to the Caſtle top, as eaſily as if he had gone up a pair 
of ſtairs, and calling foz his Armoꝛ, Don Brianel began to tye it 
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to the Coꝛd. But it otherwiſe fell out than he imagined . fox 
thzough the Caffle gallery, he ſaw above ten Knights,purſued by 
two molt fearful Giants, and then other Knights,thac laid on 
them great and mighty blows, which the Gmperoz ſeeing and 
wanting time to arm Himſelf, imbzaced his ſtrong ſhield, and op⸗ 


poſed himſelf againſt the Giants, calling unts the Knights. that | 


they ſhould turn aud not cowardly fly foz fear. They being aſto- 
nied with their ſhame, ſ&ing a Bnight without Armoz. have the 
courage to attempt ſuch an enterp2ize, returned againſt the furi- 
ous Giants, who with fretting pre, to ſee that one only man ſhould 
reſilt their furp, let upon him wich great Battle⸗axes in their 
ſtrong hands. But he whoſe heart never feared their devs, with 
an undaunted mind ſtayed fo them, and making one loſe his blow, 
receiv'd the other on his ſhield, which was ſuch that parted in two 
it fell to the ground harldly ſaving his hand from following it, yet 
was it a little wounded. Mhereat full of rage he ſtruck one of 
them on the head, that the ſwo2d being of a god temper and go⸗ 
verned with ſo puiflant an arm, it cleft him down to the eyes, 
wherewith he fell with ſuch violence, as when a tower is over- 
turned by the fury of a ſudden earth. quake; hereupon the other o⸗ 
ver-reached him with his Ax, that had he not warded it with his 
ſwo2d, it had been the laſt he ſhould receive: fo it deſcended with 
ſuch vigour, that his ſwozd was cut in two and he wounded pite⸗ 
oufly on the head; who then ſeeing himlelk in ſuch danger,cloſed 
hold of one anothers arms,demeaning themſelves ſo valiantly, 
that the Emperoꝛ with the ſurpaſſing ſtrength he uſed, loſt much 
blood by his wounds, which at length made him, being kuriouſly 
moved, hoylt his enemy in the air, and thzew him to the ground 
even in the place where he came up, and quickly puſhing him with 
His hands tumbled him headlong over the tower,that with the fall 
he died: pet leſt he might revive, loking out of a window he called 
to Don Brianel to kill him befo2ze he roſe, who ſtraight cut of his 
head. By this time the clearneſsof the moꝛning began to ſhew it 
ſelf, when the Emperoz loking toward the flying Knights per⸗ 
ceived them to be put to the wozſt, by reaſon of one whole valour 
excelled. the reſt, who ſermed to be of high deſcent and their Com⸗ 


mander, which the Emperoz ſ&ing, tok one of the dead —_— 
elds 
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ſhields, meaning to reſcue them, whereat the Knight turning co 
him, to ſee where he had left the Giants, fo being buſy in fight 
with the Knights, little thought they ſhould have ſuch koztune, and 
ſ&ing that hozrible Giant dead, and how that Knight made a⸗ 
gainſt him, reſted amazed, pet with great fury taking hisſwozd 


with both hands, made toward the Cmpero2, which raiſing aloft, 


gave him ſuch a blow on the ſhield, that it mad him bow to the 
ground, and doubling with another on the other ſide thereof, 
ſtruob clean from his arm ſozely wounding him on his Thigh, 
which the Emperoꝛ thought he had loſf, that with moztal fury 


gabe ſuch another on the right arm, the greateſt part thereof he 


cut, fozcing the Knight to take his ſwozd in his left hand, who 
with it would wound him; but the Emperoꝛ that had learned co 
omit no occaſion, ſuſtaining himſelf on his Thigh as well as he 
could,ſtruck at him ſuch a blow, which lighting on his well-tem- 
pered Helm, it feld him almoſt dead to the ground; pet greatly 
pꝛaiſing him fo2 that he had ſeen him do (though he much had en- 
dangered him) would not any otherwiſe hurt him, but going to 
ſucco the Knights of the Caſtle, ſaw they had valiantly reſiſted 
their Adverſaries,, and ſo ling every thing accompliſht to his de⸗ 
fire, kneeled and rendered God great thanks fo2 his delivery from 
ſo great danger, being the greateſt he ever had been in, finding 
himſelf unarmed. But going to riſe, was not able to ſtand on his 
legs, though he greatly ſtrived to do it, by the reaſou of his wound, 
which by that time was cold. And turning to them of the Ca- 
ſtle, that already had lain their enemies, who extreamly grieving 


- | fo to ſ& him, would uncloath him to cure his wounds. But he 


would not till firſt they called his Page that remained without, 
which thep did,wonderfully amazed at the haughty courage of the 
Kuight,that ſo admirable and unheard of deeds had done, coming 
to ſuch a place unarmed, which they jndged to be the greateſt act 
that ever was ſpoken of. | 

And calling Don Brianel, they told him what the Knight would 


[have, who very joyful, becauſe they told him he was in no dan- 


ger of death, ſtraight mounted up the Caſtle⸗ſtairs, where the 
Emperoz was, greatly doubting his like, by reaſon he enterpziſed 
that adventure without armour, and went to the place where 
he had uncloathed him, and there dzeſſed his wounds, which — 

| need; 
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kuteled down, demanding his Royal hands to kiſs them. The 

Emperoz embzaced him, and made him riſe ; to whom Don Bria- 

nel ſaid, Gzeat was the fear that A was in foz vou, my moſt excel⸗ 

lent Lozd, in that A was barred from bzinging you pour Armoz, 

leing you run into lo certain peril, pet think J mo2e eaſily vou 

tumbled down the Giant, then pou did pour ſelf mount up unto. 
the top, giving him no leiſure to ule the rope fo? his eaſter deſcent, 

The Emperoꝛ much delighted in his pleaſant ſp&ch, and com⸗ 

manded them to leave him alone to reſt his tired body, which the 

Knights did, taking Don Brianel with them, and deſired him they 
might know who his Maſter was, and his name, aſluring them⸗ 
ſelves the whole earths circuit conld not affo2d his like koz valonr, 
and what chance had at ſuch time bꝛought him thither. 

To whom Don Brianel anſwered, He was called the unknown 
Bnight, and though he had a long time accompanied him, he 
knew no other name he had and that travelling over thele moun⸗ 
tains, he heard the great cries within the Caſtle, with what elle 
happened. Do leaving their diſcourſe,and thinking it time, went 
to ſerve the Emperoꝛ meat, whom they found moze quiet(the pain 
of his wounds being mitigated) and after he had eaten, demanded 
the occaſion that thole Giants ſo uſed them. We know not god 
Dir (anſwered they) ſave how a Knight that came with them, 
knocked the laſt night at the Caſtle-gate,intreating us to let him 
in, requiring a lodging fo2 that night, which we yielding to, opened 
the gate, miſtruſting nothing leſs, than that which befel : but in 
the opening, he let upon us with thole pitilels Giants whom you 
flew ; and when we ſaw lo many inconveniences.ſent fozth thoſe 
cries together with many women that were within. This (god 


Sir) is all that we know of this Adventure: ſo that if you had] j 


not come when vou did, we had all-ſuffered a moſt cruel death. 
Tell me ſaid the Emperoꝛ, what is become of the Knight cloa- 
thed in an azure Armoz? he is pziſoner. in a Tower(replted they) 
until we know your farther reſolution what ſhall be done with 
him. woꝛthily deſerving to be tozmented with a cruel death fo? his 
treachery : But do not ſo ſaid the Emperor) foꝛ he is a very god 
Mnight, and dekerveih no ill uſage, © therefoze have care he want 
nothing he ſhall nerd, foꝛ J would not foꝛ any thing he ſhould mil⸗ 
carrp: ok him ſhall we know the cauſe ok their traiterous deſign, 
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which ſure is not without ſpecial occaſion.Hereupon the Knights 
went ſtraight and dzeſſed his wounds, who though he Had loſt 
much blood, ſeemed couragious as if he were at liberty. And after 
they had dꝛeſled him, he was conveyed to a fair chamber p2oviding 
him with all neceſſaries as the Emperoz had commanded, Who 
in this o2der continued ten days in the cure of his wounds, when 
rememb2ing the task he had undertok, determining to depart 
thence, went firſt to the wounded Knight,whom he found greatly 
amended of his wounds: and appꝛoaching to his bed-ſide, . asked 
him how he felt himſelf. Mell enough (ſaid he) though with no 
little grief fo my bad ſucceſs : yet J am not lo2rp do be overcome 
ſxing it was by him whole courage and valour the ſkrength of 
mighty Giants could not abate. But one thing A intreat of you 
ſir Bnight,by the Courteſte you Have ſhewn me.you would vouch- 
ſafe to tell me your name, that in thoſe places where J chall come, 
A may publiſh pour haughty deeds. It plealeth. me (replied the 
Emperoz) conditionally, vou allo let me know yours, with the 
cauſe of pour coming hither, with the truth whereof thereto ſuch 
a Bight as you is bound. | 

Jam ſo deſirous to know vou, ſaid the Knights that though it 
be againſt the pzomiſe J have made, and pou pꝛomiſing me to keep 
it ſecret, J will not deny it. Thereto A give mp faith:(anſwer- 
ed the Emperoz) and firſt know, J am Don Bellaneo Emperour 
of Greece, that by a certain Adventure, not far from hence, J pars 
ted from my train, the reſt having happened as you have ſeen. 
Dh immoztal Gods, ſaid the Knight,fetching a great ſigghtare pou 
he, whoſe name is ſo feared among all the Pagan nations: and he 
that never refuſed to aſſault ſo terrible and fierce Giants: And 
in bziek, he whoſe invincible mind ſheweth how true the everla⸗ 
ſting fame of your perpetual d&eds is 2 and through the wo2ld of 
you is ſpꝛed. Oh great Soldan, now by this days luccels, thy de⸗ 
termined purpoſe is utterly made void, having ſo ſtrong an Ad⸗ 
verſary lekt the in the wozld. It therekoze behoves ther no moze 
to think of peace - And turning to the Emperour, who greatly a⸗ 
mazed at his woꝛds ſtod gazing on him, and dillembling his con⸗ 
ceived grief, Suppoſing, renowned Pzince, the matter J ſhall diſ 
cloſe to be of leſs conſequence than it is, J will in few wozds:unz 
fold the truth thereof, though in doing of it,to-my.ſelfmo2e than 
to 
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to any reſulteth greateſt loſs : J know that pour name (fo fears 
ful among all Gentiles) being publiſhed in the Soldan of Sico- 
nias Court, with the great deſtruction of his.people made by yo 
and in all Paganiſme, moved him by pꝛomiſe to bind.himſelf to 
give the one Half of his Dominions, with the marriage of his 
daughter to him, by whoſe valonr pour head were bꝛought him.Al- 
ſo pꝛomiſing, that ik iu the enterpꝛile he died, che half of his ſaid do- 
minions ſhould notwithſtanding be granted to his ſucceſſive 
heirs. Do J underſtanding the great pzomiſe the Soldan had 
made, and greatly loving his daughter, reſolutely re lol ved, J de⸗ 
parted to the Kingdom of Antioch, whereof Jam Lozd, and with 
my ſelk having determined what J ought to do, J left my Court, 
accompanied with 500 Knights, and 30 Giants, purpoſing at 
your coming aut of pour palace, to kill oz imp2iſon vou, ſo ſhipping 
our ſelves, we landed not far from hence, left our ſhips at anchoz 
thither to return with pour conqueſt, And that this we might 
better compaſs unknown and unſten, we agreed to take this Ca- 
ſkle, and here remain till occaſion were offered us to effect this 
pꝛetence, being infoꝛm'd of the ſkate of all things by a man whom 
on the coaſt we tok, whereby we hither came as you have heard, 
and eaſily thought to have taken it, being minded to let none ſur⸗ 
vive to carry the news abꝛoad:but your incomparable valeur hath 
fruſtrated our intent. Thus have J declared unto vou all that in 
this caſe J can, whereto pour great bounty and magnanimous 
clemency fozced me: foʒ not withſtanding J had ſo maſſacred pour 
ſubjects, vou cauſed me thus to be cured. Py name is Don Gala- 
neo of Antioch, if ever you hevrd of me befo2e:and ſo he made an 
end of his ſpech. The Emperoz reſted wonderful amazed ſ&ing 
with what audacity Don Gallaneo had diſcovered him a derd of 
ſuch weight, fo2 which he might greatly fear his deſerved puniſh- 
ment:but judged him of haughty courage, conſidering how confi- 
dently he had put himſelf into his hands,having againſt him coms 
mitted ſo High treachery : and ſhewing no manner of alteration, 
made him this anſwer. Trulp Pꝛince Don Gallaneo,you have 
plainy expꝛeſſed the valiancy of pour mind, in ſo openly bewzap⸗ 
ing that which by any other means, J could not have known, 
whereby pou have doubled the cauſe of my imaginary thoughts, 
ſceing in ſucb a Knight ſolictle ſhame, that without further conſi- 
ration 
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deration, ſhould by treaſon ſek to pfl my innocent blod, wich 
in lo great a Pzince as pou, leemeth moze odious than in any o⸗ 
ther, being by ozder of Bnighthod bound to be vertuous, and 
abhoz all deteſtable actions, and to be an example to your Sub- 
ſecs, leſt againſt pour (elf they might commit the like. Pet 
would J not fo2 all my ſtate, you ſhould have had ſnch confidence 
in me, \s to diſcover your (elf. that J might (not knowing it) let 
your own ſelf ſ& your ſelf confounded in pour own imaginati⸗ 
ons. Put ſeeing it is done, here you ſhall remain in this Caſtle. 
till J further determine ok pour being. Pet foz all this(ſaid Don 
Gallanco)aſſure pour perſon, foz not far hence is the remainder 
uk my power, and eaſilp may you incur ſome greater danger, 
though pour perſon be ſuch as J have tried: yet among them 
are lo fierce and mighty Giants, that will not. think much to 
cleave pour body armed in two with one blow, J have thought 
laid the Emperoz what in this caſe ſhall be done: and thereupon 
commanded his hozſe and Don Brianels to be ſadled. And Don 
Brianel fozeſteing the peril that might enſue, beſeeched the Em⸗ 
peroz on his knees to give him the ozder of Knighthwd to ſerve 
him in that enterpꝛile, which the Emperour denied, p2omiſing to 
do it another day. But here we leave them and return to the 
Pꝛince Don Bellianis and Arſileo, whom we left with the Lady in 
the Cave. h 
CHA:P. V. | 
How Don Bellianis with the Lady departed from the Cave, and by 
what ſtrange Adventure he and Arſileo were Knightec. 
T is reco2ded by Friſten, that the Pꝛince Don Bellianis, with 
his couſin Arſileo, remained ten days in the Damſels cave, till 
the Prince was able to travel, who grieving much fo2-the-ſo2- 
row the Emperoz and the Empꝛeſs would luſtain, and acknow⸗ 
ledging how much bound he was to that Lady, determinedto de- 
part, pet greatly deſired to know the end of that adventure. 
Wherefoze the Prince Arſileo, a dap befoze their departure. in⸗ 
treated her to declare unto them che whole occaſion ok her being 
in the cave, and what ſhe would require them to do in her ſer⸗ 
vice, although they needed not make many offers, being as they 
were fo bound to her foy ſo many favours, that at her command 


without fntreaty, they ought to do, _ with the hazard of their 


lives 
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lives. The damzel with a ſozrowkul countenance; as one that- 
remembzed her foze-paſſed misfoztunes, could not with-hold her 
tears, but with watry cheeks, and eyes like flowing ſp2ings with 
running ſtreams, at laſt thus began. J cannot (excellent Pꝛinces) 
ſo intirely exp2efs unto you the caule of-my-grief, as J could Be. 
fire, fo the great ſozrow my grieved heart ſuſtains, ſuddenly 
ſuppzeſling me. and breaking into a ſalt ſhower of bzinih tears, 
will not give place unto the exact utterance; of my woꝛde, pet ag 
I may, J will do it. J was (mof noble P2inces) daughter untg 
Pompeiano (not long ſince King of Antioch) and am called Au- 
rora, that being at the Doldane of Babylons Court, accompanys 
ing his daughter the moſt beautiful Florisbella, whoſe perfected 
" beauty; and abſolute vertues, ſo far ſurpaſſeth- all other of her 
time, as doth the Sun all leſſer Stars. To this Court came a 
Knight, whoſe name koz a long time was not known, ſaving b 
certain Images in His ſhield,was called the Knight of the rh: 
Images, who ſhewed Himſelf (6 valiaut, that no ten Buights in 
the whole Court was lo ſtrong and hardy ,as durſt maintain the 
Kd againſt him. This Knight throughout the Dolvans Empire 
perfozmed ſuch deeds of haughty pꝛowels, that in general among 
all men he was accounted a ſecond Mars, and the Soldan did no leſs 
eſtem of him, always having him in his company, whereby he 
thought himſelf wozthy of greater dignities, aud ſo became amo⸗ 
rous of the divine Florisbella, fo whoſe love a long time he ſuffe- 
red great grief and much ſolitude, not daring to manifeſt it co a- 
ny: at length, ſeeing nothing pꝛevail to expel the deſire, hen one 
day the @olvan, with all his Court was gone on hunting, he re- 
mained alone in the Palace, and after ſome plealant diſcourſes, 


diſcovered unto me the lecrets ok his love. intreating me that in 


his name J would intreat the Pzinceſs to accept of him koz her 
Knight 3 wherewith ſhe finding her ſelf aggrieved.auſwered, that 
by no means ſhe would do it, commanding him no mo2e to ima⸗ 
gine any ſuch madneſs left the Boldan her father ſhould by chance 
Hear thereof, which ik he vid, it might colt him little Teſs than 
his life, But he nothing weighing this her antwer, found means 
that the Pzinceſs might know the ertreme anguiſh of his per- 
—44 heart, inthꝛalled by her beauty, ſo that J thinking that ſome 

arm might thereby enſue, declared it to the Soldan, who my 
| | upon 


- 
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pon commanded him to depart his Empire, but he not knows 
ing the occaſion, very heavily befoze his departure, told him, 
that chat he did was againſt reaſon, in commanding him to ve- 
part his dominions, foz he was a Pyince able to Hew him that 
ſuth as he ought not to be lo uſed ; and departing the Court to- 
wards the Soldan of Siconia, called the great Sophy of Perſia, where 
ſuſpecting J was cauſe of his exile, began with fire and [wo2d tg 
enter the Kingdom my ſathers Territozies, in luch fozt waſting 
and ſpoiling them, then flaping the Ring, he twk poſſeſſion ok the 
whole Kingdom, giving it to the Knight of the Kindzed,called the 
Pꝛince Don Galaneo, reputed a man of great valoz. An which time 
not knowing of his ſucceſs, J went from the Soldans Court 
home to my fathers, and fearing to fall in their hands, by counſel 
of a wiſe woman called Bellona, entred-in a boat with theſe dam⸗ 
ſels pou here lee, together with the laid woman, and by her dire⸗ 
tion arrived in this Country, and was by ber conducted to this 
Cave, where ſhe bad me remain, fo2 J ſhould quickly be delivered 
by the Prince of Greece, and his couſin of Hungary, foze- telling me 
every thing that hitherto hath happened and mozeover ſhe bad me 
give pon hozſes and armoz, which here te left, wherewith pon 
chall be knighted by a ſtrange adventure; but what it was ſhe 
would not tell. Thus have J declared the occaſion of my being 
herezand the fearful Bear the wiſe woman here lekt, was hither to 
bring the Pꝛince Arſileo as you ſaw, and the mighty Giant which 
you flew, remained keeper of the Cave, who might not be Alain 
with any weapon, but the lwoꝛd which pou d2ew out of che Pil- 
lar that he guarded, ſo that (great Lozd) the remedy of my mis⸗ 


foztune reſteth in pour hands, and our departure may be when and 


ſo ſon as pon ſhall think god. A am contented(anſwered He,won- 
ous amazed at the Damzels viſcourſe) but J would willingly 
take with me an hoaft of men, that you map mo2e eaſy recover 
your Kingdom. J attend here no other hope but pours ( laid 
che) and as foz any other, J was infozmed we cheuld not uv. 
Whereat the Pzince ( ſ&ingx that was her will) commandep 
ſtraight p2ovifion to be made foz his departure: ſo all things ve⸗ 
ing ready, they mounted on hoxſe-back,and the Damzels on their 
Palfreys accompanied with two ancientknightsthat carrievthe 
Irmo2 that rhe Pꝛincels _—_ had ſpoken df, which they Lew 
Ws 2 ing 
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ing, tok it fozth of the caſes, which were as appertained to. novel, 
© knights. The Pꝛince Don Bellianis armoz was of colour Ozange- 
tawup, with a Dea-wave ſo big, that it [xmed. to overwhelm z 
ſhip there figured. In his ſhield was pourtrayed the picture of a 
moſt beautiful Lady, with a Knight kneeling befoze her, as if he 
craved mercy at her hands, from-whom the turned her face in an⸗ 
ſwer, with an Zulcription to this effect. 
Let him dye for ſo departing, 

At our firſt and ſudden meeting: 

Leaving, thereby my dear ſight dim 

Of his, when I deſired to ſec him. 
Which wis wiicten in Arabian Letters, that the Pzince well 
underſtod. The Pzince Arſileos were murrp, in the midſt where⸗ 
of was fighting a griffon with a molt terrible dzagon, which were 
parted by a Damzel that made peace between them; which when 
they law ſo fair, became deſirous to put them on, and canſing 
the Pꝛinces and Damſel to ſtay, were armed with them, which 
{o well fitted them, as if of purpoſe they had been foꝛged fo2 them, 
wherewith-being armed.ſet fozwards on their journep,and havin 
gone not far from the cave, ſpied bcfoze them a fair Caſtte,whic 
till then they had not ſeen, no; pet when they entred the Cave. 
The Pzinceſs and the Ladies maskcd themſelves, becauſe the 
heat of the Sun was great, and the reſt were diſguiſed that they 
might not be known, and appzoaching the Caſtle they ſaw two 
Kuights come fo2th thereof, the one in a white armoz like a novel 
Knight, the other that was bigger of perſonage, and ſeemed of 
great valour, was clad in the richeſt armour that might be len, 
of an azure colour, with many imperial Crowns, In the middle 
of his ſhield was figured the image. of. Mars,as the Pagans uſe to 
picture him, Theſe Knights of the Caſtle led with them a man 
on Mozſeback unboted and unſpur'd, and his head mufled like a 
pzildner, which made the Pzince deſirous to know what they 
were. As God Hall help me (ſaid Arſileo) if J were knighted, 
J would pꝛocure to know thoſe Knichts, and why they lead the 
Bnight pꝛiſoner. Do not therefoze trouble, pour ſelf (god couſin) 
{aid Don Bellianis, fs2 eaſity may it be done, and ſo let it be my 
charge:ſo going fozward.they meet a ſquire that came to them, and 
ald, Sir Bnight, my maſter that is he in the white armoz,veſireth 


pon 
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pott by me, becauſe he received this day his o2der of Knighthod, 
pou would be content to bzeak a lance with him, foz you ſeeming 


no leſs val:ant than courteons,he defireth to try if pour deeds do 

agree with your out ward appearance. Tell him(ſaiv Don Bellianis) 

we would willingly accompliſh his deſire, were we but Knighted, 

| would gladly receive the oꝛder at the Gꝛecian Cmpero2s hands, 
fo this & no other cauſe lettech us from fulfilling his mind. And 
you may alſo tell him(ſaidArſilco)that were it not fo2 that. it ſhould 

be commanded him to pield us account of the Knight, what he is, 
& why they lead him pꝛiſoner. The Page returned to his maſter, 
and told him that anſwer, which he reputed to great arrogancy in 
them; but ſeeing they erpected his anlwer, he went to them, and 
ſomewhat cholerick, he laid, Which of you is the Knight that gave 
my Page ſo pꝛoud an anſwer's You ſhould not ned to ask it (ſaid 
Arſileo) were we knighted, deſiring nothing moze than to ſatisfie 
your requeſt:but ſeeing(ſaid the Knight)pou go to require that o2- 
der at the Cmperoz Bellaneo's hand, to ſave you that laboꝛ, J aſſure 
pot he is not at Conſtantinople, oz of him is there any news 
and therefoze know, that yonder Kni ht is ſuch a Pꝛince, both in 
poſſeſſions aud valoz, as the Emperoꝛ little lurpalleth him.where- 
foze that our combat may be effected, pou may receive the oꝛder 


. you ſeek, of him. Although it were to chaſtiſe the madneſs that 


poſſeſſeth pou ( replyed Don Bellianis ) we will now receive that 
lacred oꝛder, e calling one of the damſels.ſent her in their names 
to the Unight in the azure Armoz who going where he was, thus 
laid, The Knights you ſe with yonder Ladies (noble Sir) intreat 
you, le ing thep expected the Ozder of Arms at the hands of the 
Cmpero2 of Greece, whom pour Companion ſaith is abſent 
from Conſtantinople , and they ſuppoſing you no leſs noble than 
valiant in ontward ſhew, to grace them with the ſaid-©2der, 
that they map ſatisfie your Companion, with the eaking of 
ſome few Lances, certikping you that without lcruple yo&Wape 
do it. ( Anſwered he) though it were better they received! by* 
the Emperoz, with thole teremon ious Rites as ſuch houor eh 
quireth, but ſeeing they are thus content, it ſhall be; aud fomer- 
ing each other with uch kind Gitetings and Saliftations,cas-(f 
they knew the conſanguinity-between them; and Þ Pꝛintes re- 
queſted the night again to attomplich their-requeft; they vb az 
x lighted. 


* 
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lighted, and he taking their oaths, were Knighted, and the Pꝛin⸗ 
ceſs Aurora girded Don Bellianis with his wozd, whilft the novel 
Knight did the like to Arſileo; which done, they reſted lo content 
as they were created the greateſt Lo2vs of the wozld, and the 
Knight imbzacing them, ſaid, J pꝛap God, fair Lnights,thac in 
all things pou may attain no leſs honoz, than the ropal ſtate of 
your deſcent doth require; to whom they rendzed great thanks 
koz this kind benediction, and mounted again on hozſe-back, 


CHAP. VI. 
The brave and dangerous fight. between the two Princes, and the 
Knights of the Caſtle. | 


A Fter the Knights were all on hozſe-back mounted, he in the 

white armoz inraged with kindled wzath of deſired revenge 
againſt Arlileo, foz the arrogant wozds he had ſent Him, that 
with animated courage pzocediug from a valiant heart, ſaid to 


him, Dir Baight, Ak with weapons you dare defend pour pꝛoud 


anſwer ſent me by my Page, now have pou time to do it. Auſi- 
leo hearing this and being no leſs furious than he, anſwered ne- 
ver a wozd, but turned his Mozſe, and taking la much field as 
would ſuffice foꝛ his carrier, couched his lance againſt his adver- 


ſary, who with no leſs fury met him in the middle of his courſe, 


incountring lo, rigozoully, that their lauces ew in \{mall pieces, 
and meeting with their bodies. che Knight of the Caſtle fell down 
over his hozſe-crupper; the like happened to Aclileo, but that he 
fell on his feet, with the ſaddle between his legs,fo2 by the ſtrong 
encounter, the girts bzoke.ſo that both aſtonied at this chance, laid 
hands to their well-cutting {wozds, and joyning one to the other 


ſtruck lo Krong mighty blows on their wel{-tempered helms, that 


it cauſed a great fear in their companions, each doubting the loſs 
of their friend, fo2 they wounded one another with admirable 
ſtrength, extremelp dangering their leſþ;cutting their armo2.bzui- 
ſing themſelves, ſpilling-their blood in great abundance, pet the 
night of the Caſtle was wozſe wounded by reaſon of the god 
Armo2 Arſileo woze, and being che valiantet Knight (next Don 
Bellianis) in thoſe days. But the Knight of the Caſtle, with 
the deſire he had to overcome his adperlary, nothing regarded his 


wounds: wherefoze he in the azure armoz being skilkuller in 


ſuch 


it 
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ſuch matters, plainly perceived, that if he gave not over, he either 
would remain vanquiſhed oz flatn, yet knew he not how to reme⸗ 
dy it, noz hom to fozbid it, which made him ſtozm like a Lion, 
ſking no means to pꝛevent the danger like to befal his Friend. 
On the other ſide, Don Bellianis viewing the cruel Fight, and 
though he ſaw Arſileo moze couragiouflp double his blows, pet 
greatly fearen the event thereof, ſ&ing wich what nimbleneſs 
the other fought. And conſidering how he might p2event his 
fear, ſtept to the Pzinceſs Aurora, and craved of her ltave to 
p20ve himſelf with the Knight in the azure armo?, that he might 
thereby aid the Pꝛince Arlileo,if he ſhould be put to auy diſadvan- 
tage. The Pzinceſs though unwilling conveſcepded, ling the 
neceſſity of the caſe required. Whereupon he went to the Knight 
in blew, and laid: Although. valiant Sir, it may ſem diſcourteſte, 
having no occaſion to pꝛovoke us to fight, pet the neceſſity of our 
Companions moves us unto it, and urgeth me now to crave the 
bzeaking of a lance with you, whiles the combat durech, if you 


pleaſe. It doth pleaſe me, replied theKnight of theCaftle,with this 


pꝛomiſe, that either of us may help his fellow in his need. The 
Pꝛinee that nothing elſe wiſhed, was exceedingly content there- 
with. And lo both tok that part of the field that they thought meet 
fo; their incounters, ran one againſt the other, their lances touched 
in their reſts, and met ſo furiouſlp, that the ſhivers of their Spears 
flew up into the air ont of fight, pet moved one another no moze 
than had they run againſt a Tower, which greatly amazed the 
knight of the Caſtle, having hitherto overthzown to the carth all 
that ever he jouſted with. And lo with raging fury upon Don Belli- 
anis, that alſo made toward him, who befoꝛe he could defeud!himſelf 
with his ſhield, received ſo ſtrong a blow, that it made him lean his 
head on his hozſes neck, leaning \o aſtonied, that when the Pꝛin⸗ 
tels ſaw it, ſhe was aſtonied with a cold ſweat over all her body, 
and doubling another on him, the Pꝛince lifted up his ſhield, which 
was th2own quite to the ground, but in two, that the fine temper 
wherewith the wiſe Bellona did fozge it, nothing pꝛevailed againſt 
the never conquered arm ok that moſt vallant night. But hereat 
Don Bellianis fœling himſelf ſo handled, ſtruck the Unight on his 
helm, that he ſuppoſed the whole weight of ſome tower had fal- 


leu thereon; and the blow lighted with luch mighty ſtrength, that 
, * it 
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it. had alwoſt thzown him down, vet the hozſe by the fozce there. 
of was kozced to ſet his knees on the ground, aud his helm, with 


his armed Yead-piece under it, were both cut, and the furious 


[wozd not reſting there, delcending down ward on the hozle, that 
all his capariſons made of Hardeſt ſteel were cut: the impriſoned 
night ſing ſo great a blow, cried ont and laid, I cannot believe 
that valiant Hector's terro2 to the Creeks, with all his admirable 
wwe fduld have given the like blow, and now the Knight hath 
ſound his match. Eut they amazedat eachothers ſtrength, having 
again met, beſtowed oa themſelves ſuch terrible ſtrokes, that their 
armoz being rent in many places, were grievoullp wounded, and 
the Knight of the Caſtle turning towards His fellow, ſaw he was 
ſo weak,thzough the much blod he had loſt, thep greatly pittying 
Him, with new courage redoubled his blows on His adverſary, xec 
all his toil little availed him,toy Don Bellianis ſteing this was the 


firſt Lattel that ever he fought,aud grieving that the other Knight . 


ſhould ſo long withſtand him, Having envured thee hours fight, 
and loſt his ſhield, and ſ&ling himſelf wounded in many places, 
tek his [wozd with both hands, ſtretched himſelf on his ſtirrops, 
thinking to end the battel with that ſole blow; but the Knight 
of the Caſtle being very circumſpect in fnch matters made 
Hew to await him, covering himſelf very well with his 
Shield: Aud leeing the blow came right downward on his 
head, cloſed between his arms, that He could not ſtrike him, 
ſave ouly with his [wozd Hilts, which was ſo mightily, that he 
could not fo a while feel himſelfzand with the ſtrength theresf the 
fword fell ont of his hands, hanging at his arm by a little chain, 
the Knight on the cloſingg wounded him on the arm with a thzuſt. 
which reſiſted by the Armoz, ran between the harneſs and his el- 
bow, making him no little wound, and Don Bellianis ſœing him 
ſo nigh took him between his arms, and ſpurring his hozſe, hoy. 
ſted him very lightly from the ſaddle:the Knight likewiſe getting 
hold of him, ſo long ſtrugled together, that both came to the ground, 
almoſt one fot hanging in the ſtirrop, and bꝛavelp holding toge- 
ther, ſtrived to overthzow each other, not daring to loſe their 
hold, ſo greatly they feared the overmatched ſtrength of one anc- 
ther: while they were thus in this ſtrife, from out of the thickelt 
of the wod, they eſpted the number of thirty r four 
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Giants, who ſeeing” the Knight in the Azure Armour in luch 
danger, all ſpurred againſt Don Bellianis, not regarding the out- 
cries of the impziſoned Knight; that ſaid they ſhould not hurt 
him. But he had bien flain if they had not feared to arm the 
Þnight in the Azure Armour: who loſing the other, and ſ&ing 
his hozſe nigh him (though he were greatly wounded ) mounted 
thereon, withont ſetting his fat in his grey = with ſuch. agility 
that he made themall marvel, and as one that had done nothing all 
that dap, with a valiant courage. he ruſhed in among thoſeKnights, 
and at thze blows he flew thz&.The Pꝛince Arſileo at this time 
having withdzawn himlelk to beach ſering his companion in ſuch 
danger, not loking to his adverſary.leapt on his hozſe 2: ſo did the 
two old Knights that with the Pzinceſs came, but all of chem 
might little pzevail againſt the furious; multitudes, with the 
Knights of the Caſtle allo that pzepared themſelves to aid them, 
Here declareth Friſton, that the two firſt knights of the Caſtle 
were, the Emperoz Don Bellaneo, that hav Kuighted Pon Brianel, 
which was he chat fought with Arſilea, having armed himſelf 
with Don Gallaneo's armoz, and ſetting him on hozſeback (as pou 
have heard) meaning to. convey himſelf to Conſtantinople, the 
better to paſs unknown through his Knights, that where thi 
aſſailed the.Pzinces, imagining the @mperoz to be Don Galla- 
neo, and therefoze ſs furiouſly: aſſaulted. them as is expzeſſen. 
But the Emperoz fearing that Don Gallaneo ( having that op⸗ 
I to effect his determination) would diſcover him telt to 
Bnigbts, called to him one of thoſe men that * om the 
Cattle, and commanded him with all ſp&d poſſible to haſte him to 
Conſtantinople, and tell the King of Hungary in what neteſlity 
be left him telling him his name, which till that time he had not 
dilcovered to auy of the Caſtle. And putting off his gantlet, gave 
him his Nopal ſeal of Arms, which the Bing very well knew, 
commanding him he Gould with all ſped return. The man 
greatly amazed, tok the Signet, andhafted him ts Conſtantino- 
ple, ſtaying. nothing by the way, and in wozt time arxived in the. 
City, which was ſome five leagues viſtant from the Caftle, and 
demanded foz the King of Hungarie's Palace. It was told him 
that he was in the Empexozs Court, whither he firaightwaps. 
went, aud finding him, kneled befoze him half. ſpchlels, and 
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viſmayed, told him in what neceſſity he had left the Cmperoz, 
whereat the King greatly amazed tok the Ring, and ſaying no- 
thing to the Empereſs,commanded the Guard which con inüdily 
was in the Palace, being above two thouſand Knights, to bez 
gin to march towards the Caſtle, commanding all the whole C- 
ty to arm it ſelk, and follow him, which fearing ſome ſudden 
Treaſon to be at hand, raiſed ſo great tumult of Armoz tho 

the lame, that the Inhabitants aroſe in an up2oar, as if with &⸗ 
nemies it been deſteged. And ſo, though the common people 
knew the preſent neceflity required ſytedy haſte, were ſomewhat 
long ere they let fozth. And in their way we leave them, till we 
have ſhe wen what in the mean ſeaſon befel the @mperoz and the 


Pyꝛinces. | 
CHAP. VII. 


The end of the Baht between the wn ef and the Princes inf 
Don Gallaneo and his men, 1 


125 
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A? ſon-as the Emperoy hav viſpatched the Meſſenger 8 
Dol eruetfp Bord by. reaſon ok thoſe- remozſeleſs Fiends; 
they heard his 72 55 e ſaw his face, ftreight knew him, greatl rearly 
Shim ge toward them, pet could he not⸗ ſtay him. — 
yon it requiſite (oh nights) that pou revenge me on ht 
le, whom we came ftom far Corentries to ſk, 
in a Trop ſet_upon the Emperoz and Pon Brianet 


N che determined to aid the Knights,that main⸗ 
da 195 925 bartel with the Giants and their Troups being 
allaneo, Teing his Muights were eibes 
ee his fate called to them; who when 
9 5 ante, and leaving 8 . agatutt che Put 

zate not knowing the cauſe t Bnight 
1 5 e os eme And — the Empe⸗ 

Don Gallaned ſeeing that oppoꝛtunity was offered him , and 
to ſpend His time in ſpeeches with his men 1905 
t weareth my Armoz. Foz know; ik you take him, oz flay 
. bur ent ger lte therewith is ended, foy he is the Emperoy 
being he hath lain my Knights, and twk me pziſbner,ufing me 
* have ſeen. The Knights'that aimed at no other mark, 
at Macedon that was wich him. Wut when Dec halls, 
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and Arſileo heard that he was che Emperour his Father, great- 
ip grieved, foz what with him befel them, and with eager fury; 
they let upon thoſe Traiterous Knights. But theſe damned 
Giants that came befoze the reit, r d themlelves againſt 
them, ſtriking ſtrong and mighty blows. Nad one ot them rai⸗ 
ſing alofc a huge iron mace between his hands, ſkruck che Empe⸗ 
t therewich that if he had not warden it wich bis ſhield; it 
had ſhivered his head in pieces; pet it reſted not there, but de⸗ 
ſcended on his hozſes neck, felling him deen to the ground, wich 
his maſter on his neck. The Emperoꝛ fo all this ſtruek him on 
his arms, that he thꝛew them to the earth with the mace betw 


How there was the Emperoy in great danger of his Life. 
Foz when his Yozſe fell, he tok one of his legs under him, and 
Don Gallaneo, that had already put on one of the dead Knights - 
Armour coming thicher at that time with two other Giants, all 
the thai alighted from their Yozſes, intending there to ſtrike off 
his head. The Prince Don Bellianis that ſaw his Father in that 
mremity, bifmonnting in all haſte went to ſuccottr him; but ere 
hr:cantre, Don Gallaneo, a one whom his death would highly 
advinrace,- wounded him encche Head, aud the two Giants with 
their Paces raiſed alot, with mighty ſtreugth diſcharged them du 
his head 3 ſo that he foz that time not able to aw him krom 
inder his hozſe, with one blow overthꝛemw Don Gallaneo, cutting 
munder his thield? aun helm, aud griewaully wounved hin on 
the: hend. And being about to avoid thoſe Giant Vlows; 
could by no nieaus ſhun them; bnt bdth vilchatging their Welliſh 
fury on his head, made him bow to the earth, aus fo r'dhim 
that he could ſtarte ſtand. And though cheſpatious'wozlv, cons 
tained not his like foz admirable ſtreugth, pet wich tteing hin 
Facher in that cale and himſe lr lo hanvler by ſavh internal mon ⸗ 
ders, gld zying in nothing but biwpp cruelty IP alt gen 
and detent o2der of equal Partial Diſeipline; o dsabled bis un- 
daunted courage in himſelf, fruck at one ak the Giants Heads, 
who thinking to defend it by crolling his Pace vver his Helme, 
had it cut clean in two, hard by the handles and the Furious 
dwoꝛd lichter on r lap on the Emperoꝛ, that 
uutting tdem on boch ſides, he 8 his Father liberty to 
12 v4 
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his leg away, puſhing the ho2ſe away from him quickly nay 
vet very weaty; and ling hom Don Bellianis with ione-fide 

be reached one of the defozmey Giants with great ſtrength upon 
his Thigh, and felled him to the ground, and how with another 
be maintained a hot fight. And he alſo ſaw that Don Briana 
and Atſileo with eight nights that came out: of the Caſtle rg 
ſuccour them, were jnga-fierce battel with the other Giant am 
Knights, And that Arbleo being buſied with a Giant, the othe 
Bui being in number Kreatly inkeriour to their enemies 
were by them put to the wozle : wherefoze the Emperoz went 
to aid them: but ere he-arrived, the Giant and Arſileo having 
cloſed, diſmounted each other, that the Giant leaving his fot 
- the ſtirrop, Arſileo ſpurred his hozſe backward, making him run 
away.and-d2ag his Maſter after him, who within a while bzeachs 
ed his laſt. And ſo he turned with the Tmperour — 


to help their companions, and arrives when their adver 
were little able to make them longer reſiſfance, ſpecially becanſe 
Don Bellianis had flain the other Glant: At which inſtant arri⸗ 
ving where he was, ſearce Ten of; them remained with:Life, 
which to ſave; themſelves Fledo into the Mads. Wheres 
— they alighted (not minding to purſue them) to bind their 
nds. Rr ieh en i n. L mk 

But ſcant had the Emperoꝛ time to render due thanks foz their 
great help, much admiring their- exceeding valour, when the ref 
of, Don'Gallanco's Bnights ifſuey from the thickeſt of che grove; 

who being advertiſediof- the ſucceſs of their enterpꝛize, and nit 
- of their loſs, came in great haft to participate of the glozy they 
ſhould obtain by the, @mpero2s death. = 

:\Wefoze them came: thoſe ſtern and ugly Giants, with their 
Lances, ſemiung huge pine Tres, with ſuch tempeſtusus fury, 
that they had not; leiſure to bind their dep Wounds,  G2eat 
was the ſozrow the Emperour hereby lultained, ſ&ing the ſtay 
of the King of Hungary: but as neither he-noz the other Knights 
could by death ſeming terrour be Daunted, with a couragious 
heart thus he ſaid. Now is the time (bzave Knights) that you 
mult ſhew the magnanimitp of pour invincible minds, fince in 
your firſt adventure fortune hath ſo, directed you that the gloay of 
the fozepaſſep wozthies, by the. victozy of this one battel ſhall be 
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extin- 
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extinguiſhed, though herein we yield the Tribute of our Lives 
to all conqueriag death, which being natural to all men, ſhould 
leaſt be feared : but in the omnipotent powers of him, that this 
tircled univerſe did frame, J do truſt he will not permit the va- 
louripf ſuch Knights,in ſuch ſhozt time to periſh, but ſo ſtrength- 
en them, that the perpetual fame of their royal acts may remain 
eternized to all ſucceding ages. Little need we to be encouraged 
to ſuffer the fearful ſtroke ok Death (replyed Arſileo) fo; where 
the perſon ok lo victozious an Emperour is indangered, ours can 
be but the leaſt of all moſt little lofſes,J thought no leſs(anſwer- 
ed the Cmperour ) but J will ſpeak it, that my ſelf imitating 
your valour,might encourage my decaying courage by your diſcreet, 
reply.by which ſince A perceive pou reſt undaunted, and animated 
againft enſuing dangers it behoved us.leſt we be ſuddenly allault⸗ 
ep and overthꝛown with their hozſes, which greatly will hazard 
us, that we take betoze us pon Knight that lyeth upon the ground, 
meaning Don Gallaneo, that very ſozely wounded, lay without 
bis helm, foz theſe that come towards us be his men, and fear- 
to hurt him, will not moleſt us with their hozles. This will 
be very god, ſaid Don Bellianis, as alſo that one of thoſe Knights 
ſp&dily conduc thoſe Ladies into the Caſtle,foy J do mo2e regary 
their ſafety, than J eſttem my own life. So effecting all things, 
they on fot expected the coming of the Giants and Knights,which 
were above 500 in number, who appꝛoaching, were greatly amazed 
to ſee that laughter of Knights and Giants, which if their Knights 
that fled had not told them of, they would not have believed it. 
Pereupon two of the fozemoſt Giants, with a coufin of Don Gal-- 
lanco's, called Don Galfeo the unknown, thinking to over-run 
them with their hozſes, perceived they defended themſelves with 
Don Gallaneo, wherefoze they commanded all their Knights 
to alight on fot, which they would by no means do, becauſe they 
ſaw coming from the City a great troup ok Knights, which ſo 
ſou arrived; as had they alighted, with little trouble they had all 
been lain, pet notwithſtanding ſome ten of them diſmounted to- 
gether, making account to end that fight with the Emperoꝛzs death: 
ein whilſt the reſt went againſt the Knights that from the City mar- 
ched, fo2 being in a ſtrange Land they reputed everp one their 
be, | ©06my.. But the B. ok Hungary that was he which came ny 
y the. 
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the Unights, in ſuch extreme fozeſ&ing the danger like to enſue; 
commanded his men to wheel about to the furtber ſide, compaſs 
ſing ſo much field, that with ſafety they might arrive where the 
Emperoz and the other Knights were combating, fearing that if 
they ſhould encounter with their enemies, the Emperoz might in 
the mean time be flain, and their haſte and aid come in vatn:the 
Knights being all choſen and valiant,ſuch as continually guardey 
the Emperozs perſon,-and ſufficient every one to be a Commans 
der of many tok their compaſs in ſuch manner, that without turns 
ing their backs on their adverſaries oz bzeaking their lances, fell 
on ſudden where the Emperoꝛ and Pꝛinces were, whom they found 
fighting like angry Lions, koꝛ that Don Brianel was piteouſly 
wounded by two Giants, and by them beaten to the ground, ſo that 
the Emperdz & Don Bellianis to detend him, beſtirred themſelves (g 
bzavely againſt cthem,efteeming them but as twocommonKnights; 
On the other ſide the Pzince Arſileo kneled with his kne& on 
the ground, foz one of the Giants had thzuſt him quite thzough 
the thigh:But when the King of Hungary arrived. with his men, 
he alighted with ſome twenty Knights, leaving the. reſt in fight 
with their adverſaries, whereof ſome: being round beſet withGzes 
cians, the others ſet themſelves againſt Don Bellianis, ſ&ing he 
was the ſole cauſer of their utter ruine, and notwithſtanding his 
mighty blows two of thoſe Giants cloſed with him: but he not 
dilmaid therewith laid hand on his dagger, which at his back 
continually he woze, and ſtabbed it in the Giants back that held 
him betwixt his arms, which done, with mighty ſtrength 
it ran enge his body to the hilts. Which was not ſo ſpeedily 
perfozmed but the other wounded him grie voullp, that his ar⸗ 
mour being in three places rent, and his fleſh in many places 
bzuiled and cut, and ſeeing himſelf. in ſuch notozious peril, tok 
the heavy boiſtrous Giant in His arms, and wich his puiſſanc 
fozces hoiſted him alofc, and with a mighty fall tumbled him to 
the earth, where pꝛelentlp he chopt off his head: which done 
turning ts the Emperoz, he ſaw him cloſe with another Giant, 
and fearing (ome ſiniſter hap might befal him thzough the much 
blod iſſuing from his wounds, whereat the Pꝛince greatly won⸗ 
dꝛed how he could and on fo:, ſtrok the Giant ſuch a blow on 
the leg, that he lundzed it quite from the body. All which 5 
wit h⸗ 
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withſtanding ſ&ing the number ok the Knights ſtill increaſe upon 
them, x that the trampling of the hozſes might greatly endanger 
be them, c doubting that the Cmperoz ſeeing he had loſt much blod, 
would not be able to mount a ho2ſeback,tok him in his arms, an) 
let him on the Giants hozſe he laſt flew. The like did he to the 
Pzince Arſileo, that thꝛough the wound on his thigh could not do 
it himſelf : and greatly eſteeming Don Brianc!,fo2 that he had ſeen 
him that dap do, and becauſe he came in his fachers company, 
he tok him from the ground e commanded a Knight to convey him 
to the caſtle, there to apply him ſuch remedies, as that he might 
recover his loſt ſenſes, And Howat the laſt when he would get 
ur a hozle fo2 himſelf, could not ſo eaſily compaſs it,foz all the reſt 
i oftheKnights had turned themſelves with a helliſh fury upon him 
* was like to be lain outright;foz Non 855 qa — 

quiſhed t 028 et R Him,wouuding Him with crue 
and remoꝛee vows” ut) finding hint encompaſſed with 
death, began - to ſtrike on every ſide, that unhappy was he on 
whom any lighted, foz ſo fearful and deadly they were that with 
ir blows he (truck down three Knights and two Giants, and ſee- 
ing Don Galfeo was he that moſt moleffed him, ſtrok at his leg 
withſuch ſtrength, that had the lwoꝛd fallen with the edge down- 
right. it had cut it clean oft, yet it raſed away all the armour there, 
any ſeeing him within his reach, plucked his ſhield out of his hand, 
and with it beat him to the ground from Himſelf,and ſo none da- 
ting moleſt him, without ſetting fot on ſtirrop he mounted on 
Don Galfeo's Hozſe. At this time hither came the Eniperoz,that 
ſeing him ſo nimbly mounted, being ſozely wounded, was lo a⸗ 
mazed that he hardly believed what his eyes beheld ; and that, 
which he molt admired. was to ſe him lo fierce and cottragious in 
this firtt adventure that ever happened him. And emulating his 
valiant deeds, he followed him as ik he were. his teacher, and 
he his pupil, to whom Don Bellianis being nigh him, ſaid, Pe⸗ 
thinks Sir night our men begin to lole the field, ſo think J, 
anſwered the Emperoz, and calling Arbleo, opned all cher 
together with the King of Hungary that was in the vauntgitatd,, 
mimating bis fainting Knights, that with, kreſh courage ſo gal⸗ 
lauily teturned to the fight, as if at that p2eſent they began, 
ſiding and receiving molt terrible blows of thoſe 8 
iants, 
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Giavts. But Don Bellianis ſœing the wonders the Emperoꝛ hit 
Father had perfozmed, imagining his owa ags none in compari. 
fon of his, wich ſuch vehement rigour he aſſaulted his Foes, that 
his men regained their loſt advantage. About this time Don 
Gaffeo aroſe from his Trance, and ſ&eing his Knights retired back 
and that the moſt part of the Giants were flain, and that great 
Trops of armed Knights,not far from whenee they were Fight- 
ing, came with (peedy haſt toward them, which he judged to be 
above two thouſand, and l&ing his intent could not fo2 that time 
take effec, turned to Don Gallanco, that lay by him, and taking 
one of thoſe Yozſes, that lwſe came about, called one of the 
Bunights,commanding him to ſet the Pꝛince his couſin befoze him 
very lecrecly, unknown to the Emperour, and the reſt, he put 
himlelf thzough the grove, and learning of a man whom he met 
the nert way to the Des coaſt, went thither, where finding his 
ſhips, and fearing he might be purſued, tripped himſelf,* Don Gal- 
lanco, commanving the Pariners to hoyſt the ſails,and put unto 
the Deat which they ſtraight did, laping his couſin on a bed in his 
Cabin,and applied to him many remedies, to recover his lenſes, 
that the better they might dꝛels his wounds: where we leave them, 
returning to declare the end, and ſucceſs of the battel. | 


How the Battel being ended, Don Bellianis with his company de- 
parted, not diſcovering whom they were. And what happen» 


ed to him and his Couſin, with the Ladies in the dangerous 
Grove. 


T*. battel reſting in this manner as is befoze recited very 
1 cruel and bloody on all parts, the like whereof to that day 
was never ſien of ſo few Knights, the one ſide reſolving to effec 
their enterpꝛize, which by the victozy of chat batcel would be by 
the Emperozs death, dzew ſtrength whence none was, judging it 
better in that fight to do well revenging their own deaths, than 
to abide the mercy of the Emperour, of whom they none expea⸗ 
ed. On the other fide the Emperours Knights being of ſuch 


valour as is erpzeſſed, and guided by ſuch Captains, Fought ſo 


couragioufly wich their adverlaries, that fozcing them to _—_ 
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ig moſt of chem lekt their Lives in the Field. About this time ap⸗ 
er. peared, along the way from the City ſo many Squadꝛons of 
0 nights, that they covered all thoſe fields, keeping no ozder in 


their march, Galloping lo fait that quickly they arrived where 
ck that unequal VSactel was Fighting: who being by the Pagans 
at J ten, ſtraight put themſelves to flight, thinking to ſave them⸗ 
hee (elves in the Thickets of the wods. But the Emperozs Bnights 
then arriving ſo b2avely aſſaulted them, that having no time to 
— their purpoſe, they were all put to the [wozd none lurvi⸗ 
ng bing to carry news home of their overthrꝛow. The Emperoz and 
the Pzinces remained ſo wounded, that although the joy of their 
great victo2y eaſed the pains of their wounds, pet thought they 
could not ſcape with Life, foz the quantity of blod iſſued from 
them was ſo great, that the hozſes were altogether beſmeared 
therewith. But the Emperoz leeing how much bound he was to 
thole Knights, with great gladnels ran to Don Bellianis, whom 
he lo much pꝛized ko; his haughty Chivalry, that he judged all 
his others in compariſon of his, but a dꝛeam. The Pzince Don Bel- 
les, lanis did the like; and going to diſmount on Fot, to ſhew his 
m, humble duty, the Cmperoz would not permit it, but holding him 
n his arms, laid, 
Ik (molt excellent Knight) you regard what pou have done foz . 
4 me. and from what great dangers you and your company have de- 
© || livered me, mo2e reaſon were if A Gould kiſs pour hand, in ſign 
of acknowledging the great benefit that by pour magnanimity J 
ou have received, which no leſs than with my like J ſhould remune- 
Inte:in ſatisfaction whereok, J pꝛay the Almighty Lozd that hath 
delivered us from ſo great danger and peril to guervon you ko? it: 
foz if Aould inveſt you Lo2d of all my Empire, you could not 
reſt ſatisfied fo; the leaſt part of pour deſerved merits this dap 
obtained. Uherefoze, hencefozth J will hold this Monarchy, 
not as abſelute commander thereof, but as given me by pour 
hands, and as pour deputy to kep it, acknowledging my lawful 
homage fo2 the lame, at all times when you ſhall command. 
The Pzince Arlileo coming thither at that inffant , not 
letting Don Bellianis anſwer the Emperour leſt thereby he 
might be known, being loth to N themſelves, by. Fw 
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of their pꝛomiſe made to the Damſels thus replied. What to tog 
day this Knight hath in pour ſervice done (moſt mighty Empe⸗ the 
tour) deſerveth no recompence, no2 yet wozds of ceremonious 
thanks, foz moze than this every one knowing the Kopalty of 
pour perlon is bound unto,and now we reſting moze than ſatisfig 
with. the god will wherewith pou ſem to accept this our ſmall 
lervice,and having no moze need of us at this pzeſent, we inſtant 
ly beſech von to grant us leave, that ſending koz our Damozelg 
we map hence departzfo2 our abiding here may be very dangerous 
unto us, 

In very ded (victozious Knight) A tell you-(replyed the Em. 
perour ) there is now a greater battel repzeſented me, than the 
laſt : Foz J cannot believe in Knights ſo magnanimous in hero⸗ 
ical deeds, there ſhould be ſuch diſcourteſie, as to depart leaving 
on me the burthen of ingratitude, in making me ſuffer pou to gy 
fo grievouſlp wounded, when pour deſerts merit much ſatisfa- 
&ion ; and that which moſt tozmenteth me, is you ſhould deſire 
to depart, not revealing unto me pour names, that at leaſt J ye 
might know to whom my thanks are due, And pou moſt er- 1 
cellent Knight (turning to Don Bellianis ) do A intreat to da it, 
which if pou alſo deny me, A here pꝛoteſt to follow you about 
the wozld till J learn it, and jopning it to the enterp2ize J hav 1 
undertaken in demand of my Don Don Belliznis,and of his Cow f 
ſin Arſileo, J will not return to Coaltantinop'e, till Jalſo knovY 
this J now requeſt of you, 

Don Bellianis fearing to be known, altered his ſpeech, and au- ,, 
ſwered : J cannot but confeſs the high dilcourteſie that we com- 5 
mit ( molt glozious Emperoz ) in diſobeying the lupzeam com-F 5 
mand of ſo great a Ponarch, whole immoztal fame velerveth 
the whole earths (and chiefly our) obedience, But men being 
ſubject voluntarily to pzomiſe, and tied by neceſſicy to obler-Y + 
vance, fozceth us by diſobeying pou, to obſerve our fozepallaf . 
wozd to one of the Ladies that be within the Caſtle, which wah . 
not to diſcover our ſelves to any, until we were out of the Em f 
pire, leſt thereby we ſhould be detained. And as foz the de > 
mand you undertake of the Princes pour Don and Couſin, po : 

x 
( 


may Account it ended, foz they be living, and not long ago wer! 
befoze this Caſtle, whom A and this my companion a 
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wgether: and this we aſſure pou to be true becauſe we know 
them very well, and alſo they told us, how being on hunting, 
they were by a certain adventure parted from pou and your train 
in the dangerous grove, which is far from hence. Mherekoze 
in lieu of this pꝛomiſe and news, we intreat you any longer nat 
to ſtay us, noz further to inquire of our affairs, no2 names, les 
ing it lieth not in our powers to declare. 

The Empero) being about to reply, the King of Hungary 
came to them, that returned from purſuing His enemies, to 
whom the Emperoz ſaid; it behoveth you King of Hungary to 
conſtrain theſe Knights to abide with us; fo J cannot entreat 
it: They will not do ſo Jam ſure (anſwered the Bing) eſpect- 
ally at your requeſt. Aſay J cannot obtain it, ſaid the Cmpe- 
rour, yet have they told me news of my ſon and yours, any 
that it is not long ſince they departed away from them, and foz 
all this will they not tell me their names. They are altogether 
ſo unwoꝛthy to be known, ſaid Arſileo, that it is unneceſſary to 
require them. But if it may pleaſe your Pajeſty we would glad- 
ly know the cauſe wherefoze theſe Knights would have lain you, 
though in the beginning methought they meant it by us. 

The Cmpero? thereupon told them the whole occaſion, as is 
already mentioned, at which inſtant the Pꝛincels Aurora coming 
thither with her Ladies, and hearing the C@mperoz name Don 
Gallaneo, ſaid to Don Bellianis. The greateſt part of our en- 
terpziſe (Sir Knight ) were finiſhed, ik the traito2 were taken, 
whereupon they commanded him to be ſought fo2 about the field, 
but could not find him, pet in the ſearch they met the man that 
directed Don Galfco to the ſea coaſt : of whom by the ſigns 
and tokens of their armour, they learned that they had fled from 
the battel, whereof the Emperoz was ercedingly ſozry, to whom 
Don Bellianis thus ſpake, Afflict not pour ſelf ( d2zead Low ) 
about him, foz it is the enterp2ize J undergo by this Ladies 
command, and if J live, A pꝛoteſt and p2omiſe you that the 
firſt time he falls into my hands ( though it be befoze the Dol- 
dane his Lo2d ) to give him his death, J would not have vou 
take ſuch pains ( ſaid the Emperoz ) but over-paſſing that, let 
me again intreat you to ſtay the curing ok your wounds in this 
Caltle. We may here abide no TY ( replied Don _ 

2 nis 
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nis) aud {0 taking their leaves (the Pꝛince ſending fo; his ſhield 
which was honght him in two picces) they ſtraight departed, ſo 
ſozely wounded as may be imagined, fo2 he that had leaſt of them the 
both, had above twenty very dangerous wounds, chiefly that | th! 
which Arſileo had on his thigh,t# the thꝛuſt that Don Bellianis had, of 
which ſeemed to penetrate his entrails. In this manner going on | va 
their way the ſpace of thz& miles, aſcending a high mountain, to 

find ſome place to dꝛels their wounds, and having cut and gathered | 
a great number ok bzanches and boughs, the damlels made ſome 
arbours fo2 the Bnights, having left behind the two old men, with 
many others:/fo2 ling them fall from their hozſes, they ſluppoſed 
them flain in the fight z ) and with their Gowns, Towels any 
Starkes covered them, and after they had unarmed them, with 
ſuch things as they had, dzeſſed their wounds: which were ſo} 
dep anv dangerous, that they greatly lamented, certainly thinking 
that they could not ſcape Death. And leaving them alone to re- 
pole their wearied bodies, told it their Lady, who bitterly wept 
fo their peril, as if ſhe had ſeen them dead, ſo much the credited 
her Damſels wozds, knowing their skill in that myſtery to be 
ſingular. But being thus in their laments, they ſaw a chariot 
coming thzough the air, which ſeemed to be made of white tranl⸗ 
parent Czyſtal of the mount:it was d2awn with xty ugly Gui 
fone, that put the P2inceſs and her Ladies in great fear, which 
Chariot alighted in the place where the Buighte lay. From it 
deſcended two very little dwarfes, that were going to the P2tnce 
Don Bcllianis with a che&rful voice, and laid: We are mellen⸗ 
gers ſent from the wiſe Bellona, who fo great Love ſhe beareth 
pou, and the Pꝛince pour couſin, knowing in what danger pour 
lives be in, and how nigh death appꝛoacheth, to crave your criby- 
tary duty, by reaſon-of your great wounds < fo2 al:hough theſe 
Ladies be very skilful in this art, pet you cannot without great 
danger be cured,unleſs it be by her, and alſo becauſe the Empe⸗ 
-r02s men are ſeking-foy you, and will not be long ere they come 
hither) the hath ſent pou this Carr, in which ſhe requires pou, that 
without longer delay, both you with the Pzinceſs and her Ladies 
mount ſpeedily thereon, fo2 that the Emperoz hath ſtraight nerd 
of the lelf ſame remedp, and in dalliance he may incur much MY 
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of his Like. Whereupon they ſ&ing that moze than the pzeſent 
danger could not happen unto them, agreed thereto, and taking 
the Pzinceſs aud her Ladies, they all mounted on the Chariot, 
though the Ladies with ſome fear did it. But ere we moze ſpeak 
of them, we muſt remember what befel the Cmperoz, after the 
battel was ended, 

Ar 


What the Emperour did aſter the Princes depatture, how he knew 
how they went. 


C Don after the Emperoz ſaw the adventure ended to his high 
honour, he rendzed immo2cal thanks to the Almighty fox his 


delivery, and with the news he had of his dear Son and 
«Couſin, nothing regarded his wounds, whereupon the King of 


Hungaria laid; Yave a care d2cad Soveraign to cure your 
wounds, if you will enjoy the vico2y pou have atchieved, koz it 
will be no ſmall thing to eſcape wich Like being ſo piteoufly 
wounded, Pp joy is ſo great, anſwered the Cmpero?, that 
were it not moderated with ſ&ing theſe Buichts go with lo dan- 
gerous wounds, in my defence and liberty from this days peril, 
that only were a ſufficient remedy to heal me without further 
cure, But believe me (ik as Jhope ) J do eſcape this danger, 
recovering my almoſt loft life, J will not deſiſt till by fome 


means J know who, and whence they be, that ſo well revenged 


me: and commanding all the wounded to be convep'd to the 
City, he returned to the Calle, leaving the King of Hungaria 
to make p2oviſion of all neceſlaries, and himſelf was laid in his 


bed: where his wounds being dzefſed, his Surgeons thought it 


— he ſhould without great hazard of his Like eſcape 
them. 

Whereat the people ſozely grieved, chiefly ſeeing that a while 
after he was dzelled, thzough the intollerable pain of the wound 
in his head, he ſpake many things without reaſon, as a man di⸗ 
ſfractof ſenſe, and half Lunatick, which was judged as tokens 
of his death, ſo that none dared to carry any ſuch tidings to Con- 
ſtantinople. But thus fearing his untimely end, there came a 
damſel to the King of Hungary, that having cauſed the wounded 
Knights to be conducted. to be cured; reſted greatly ene 

| | 07 
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foz the Emperours danger) and with a merry ſemblance ſaid to 
him. Do not grieve moſt noble King, fo2 the hour is not come, 
that ſo royal and moſt glozious a Prince ſhould thus fuddenly | w 
leave the wozld, therefoze lead me ſtraight unto His p2eſence, | at 
and you ſhall ſe wonders by me w2onght. The amazed Bing re⸗ 
plying never a wo2d,tok her by the hand, and bꝛought her to the || al 
Caſtle, and ſet her in the chamber, where the Cmperoz lay in n. 
the ſtate afoze recited, moze like a dead than a living creature. | hi 
The Damlel in the entring dzew fozth of a little Box certain | b 
Dyntments that ſhe bꝛought with her, wherewith the Empe- | ft 
rs lying in a trance received his vital ſenſes, and with a faint 
voyce, laid, Oh mighty Saviour of the wozld, J do belcech 
the, if ſo it may pleaſe thy high omnipotencp, not to take th 
tranfitozy life from me, befo2e J have ſen my dear, dear Don 
that in the end of my pilgrimage, J may with comfozt die. 
You ſhall not pet die (laid the Damlſel ) therefoze ſtrengthen 
pour ſelf, foz pou muſt ere pou die ſuffer many perils ozdatned 
by the divine power of the higheſt Lozd. And if your heart 
will ſerve to dzink this potion J bzing, you ſhall p2eſently be 
reſtozed to pour fozmer health: and fear not to dzink it, foz J 
am come from thoſe Knights that aided you. Do dzawing fozth 1 1 
a little glaſs, wherein was a certain compoſition ſo odozikerous, 
that the Emperoz and all that were pzelent, were gladly com- 
fozted with the ſmell, the Emperoz taking it in his hand, fear- 
leſs dzank it off. And at that inſtant he felt himſelf ſo well, 
as he had never been wounded oz ill at all. And riſing to thank 
her, ſhe went the wap ſhe came, and tommanded the King of 
Hungary to follow her, who aſfoniſhed at the Emperozs ludden 
recovery, knew not whether he flept o2 waked: but following her, 
the ſtayed him, and laid. Tire not pour ſelf (renowned Ping of 
Hungary) in ſeking me: But know thou, the Emperoz was 
aided by the neareſt kinſman he and pou have, wherewith ſhe 
flang away ſo ſwiftly, that ſhe ſeem'd to outſtrip the wind, and 
ſ\uddenly vaniſhed out of ſight. 

And here the Piſtozp declareth this was the ſage Bellona, 
who greatly tendering the love of Don Bellianis, did fo; his ſake 
ſo cure the Emperoz, fo2 otherwiſe his death had been ſurer 
than his Life. The King bf Hungary amazed with theſe things, 

as 
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as alſo (knowing in what danger the Emperoz had ben in) to 
(& him now come fozth of His chamber, demanded him what 
was become of the Lady : to whom he told all that had paſſed, 
and what ſhe laid. 

I cannot think then(replyed the Cmpero2)whom thoſe ſo vali- 
ant Knights may be, having my ſelf Knighted them. Truſt me 
not (anſwered the King) if they were not our loſt Dons, foz we 
have no nigher kinſmen, and pour Bnighting them allureth it to 
be true, as alſo the news themſelves told pou. Who can believe, 
ſaid the Emperoz, if they were them, they would fo depart from 
me: wherefoze J will have all theſe men leparate themſelves, to 
ſk them about the Fozeſt; foz being wounded they cannot be far 
one, and ſomewhere they may be alighted to bind their wounds. 
do commanding all the Knights to do it, they went to viſit the 
Pꝛince Don Brianel, having heard he was in no leſs danger than 
the Emperoz; and going into his chamber, they neither found: 
ned him no2 ſign of him, but upon his beds head they found a Ketter 
eart | witten in G2eek to this effect. 


32 J This is meant by the Prophecy in the 2 Book and 7 Chapter, 
02th In the time to come that the brave Lyon of the houſe of Grecia 


dus, ſhall be put in greater danger by the unknown Lyon, defender 
om- of his Royal blood, ſhall alſo by the orient hearts, through the 
ear- means of their unjuſt Prince, be put in greater peril than the laſt 
ell, whereof by him he was delivered, wherein all the power of 
ank my knowledge ſhall be tryed, the moſt part of them being ab- 
x of ſent. And thou great Emperor that this readeſt, deſiſt from the 


Den demand of thy Son and Knights, and by no means put thy ſelf 
her, in their queſt, for thy Empery will greatly need thee (though. 


x of not ſo ſoon, )) This I write thee, that thou mayeſt know the 
was fame of thy glorious deeds will be extinguiſhed by the light of 
| the the new Knight to thy greater eternity. Therefore do no other- 
and wiſe than this my Letter requireth thee, for I wiſh all thine af- 
fairs may ſucceed according to thy own deſires, which good- 
ona, will the preſent remedy thou didſ receive by my Damzel well 
ake doth approve, 
Irer | 


gs, The Emperoz having read the Letter, reſted greatly con- 
ag fuſed 
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fuſed cherewith, and turning to the Bing, lald. What think 
vou we may do, concerning this letter's command: Atyink (an⸗ 
lwered the King ) ſince pou know the wziters wildom and zeal 
toward pou, you ought to execute the lame. Let us await the 
return of dur Knights, replyed the Emperoz, and then we will 
depart, foz J greatly deſire to tell the Cmp1eſs theſe news: 
and loking out of a window of the Caitle, they law coming 
from the City great multitudes of Knights,ſeeming above 30000. 
What ſhall we do, ſaid the Emperor, if we ſhould Have a 
greater conflict than that which is paT- think chole be your 
enſigns ( replyed the Bing) and loking moze carneſtly toward 
them, perceived plainly they were the lame. Foz when it way 
bzuted about the City, (not knowing the number of affailent 
that had beſet the Cmperour ) all the Bnights there, wich Cit 
zeng, Douldiers, and their leaders, armed theniſelves and camf 
to reſcue their Emperoz. With them came the old Py2ince 
of Macedon, then arrived in the City, and alſo the Empzels 
Clarinda, that would by no means ſtap, though by the way ſhe 
underſtod the whole ſucceſs of the Fight, but would go to vis 
ſit the Emperoz, who then deſcended to receive them: to 
whom the Leaders, and the reſt humbled themſclves, with uns 
ſpeakable jop to ſee him ſafe. And when he knew the Empzels 
was there, without farther tay went to her, where the was, to 
recount their glad greetings. Wih: t hach become of you (my 
molt dear Lo2d ) ( ſaid the Cmpzelſs ) foy J perceive pou Have. 
not been at no great paſtime. fa many ſliggard Knights Tying in E 
field, foz all J \& your perſon woundlels: and tell me where Du 
is the Pzince Don Brianel? Things have befallen me (anſwe- 1 a 
red he) that require long time to relate, Therekoze alight and - 
wel enter the Caſtle where A will tell yon all. Bo while they J 
were at ſupper the Knicnhts Jouſted and tilted about the field a0 
one with another, foy Joy of the Cmpero2s ſafety ; and the Ta- 4 
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bles being taken up, after ſome diſcourſe, the Empzels under- 
ſtanding their ſucceſs with the damſels, and how they thought 
that thoſe Knights were Don Bellianis and Arſileo, the ſcarce 
could contain her ſelf with joy, though ſomewhat moderated 
it with fear of their great and dangerous wounds. Pap it not 
by ſome means be known (laid ſhe) ik they were them — 
no 
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know no moze (replyed the King of Hungary) than what is 
al ſaid. But the Emperoz remembzing the two old Knights, that 
he with them came, and ſeeing at their departure they went not 
with them , laid to the King, ſaw you not when you remained to 
; » e the wounded cured,among them two old knights : They be in 
- | this other lodging, ſaid the Bing, and becauſe they were ſo griev⸗ 
ouſly wounded, A durſt not ſend them to Conſtantinople. Let 
1 | go vilit them (ſaid the Empꝛels) and ſo went to their cham- 
bers, whom they found in great pain by reaſon of their wounds; 

to whom the Empzels thus ſpake; Bow feel you pour ſelves - 
d Knights fear not, fo2 you be in a place, where pou ſhall well 
lokt to, and ſhall want nothing needful fo2 pour health, 
in their pain, thinking her to be their Lady (anſwered) 
are not ſo ſozry foy our wounds, as that we think Don Bel⸗ 
lanis flain , and pou and we imp2iſoned, foz of the battel with 
his Father he had, and his Couſin with the other Knight re- 
he ſed wonderoufly wounded , and after ſo many aſſaulting them, 
- ve cannot choſe but judge them dead; pet fince we ſee pou at 
liberty , we beſeech you tell us the ſucceſs of the ſame Fight, 
and how the Pzinceſs remained, it being ended. The Empzels 
with great joy perceiving by theſe wozds , that the Knights 
which ſo -valiantly behaved themſelves in the battel were the 
inces, her Don and Couſin, And turning to the Emperoz; 
aid; Mhat ſay you now Bir: is not the King of Hungaries ſul⸗ 
. If picion well verified: The Emperoz with wonderful gladneſs 
ſtraight went to the Field, where his Knights were with many 
Dukes, and gꝛeat Lo2ds , and meeting with the Duke of Tre- 
b:nto , delivered unto him thole god news; whereupon it 
was pzeſently ſpꝛead among all the people, how the Knight that 
had perfozmed ſuch deeds of Chivalry in the battel, was their 
Mince, and his companion was the Pzince Arſileo his Couſin 
er- hole unſpeakable ' joy foz theſe news, cannot ſufficiently be 
erp2eſſed, greatly pꝛaiſing God thatthep had ſo magnanimous a 
co | Pzince to govern them after his Father, The Empzels that 
ed [| *mained with the old Knights, deſirous to know moze of them, 
jot | Alcovered her ſelf., though againſt her will, and ſaid, J am 
le | "ot he, god Knights, whom peradventure you take me koz, and 
we | verefoze J pꝛap you tell me what 9 conducted me *. : 
e 
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The Pnights then recovering their ſenſes, were very ſozry ſhe 
was not their Pzincels with whom they had ſpoken: and ſem» 
ing not to mark her, made no an{wer, but began to groan ag 
through pain of their wounds. The Empzels leaving the 
went out of the Chamber, and commanded them to be agaiy 
dzeſſed, continuing there with the Emperoz fir pays, in which 
time, the two Un ichts were greatly amended of their wounds, 
of Ubom they knew the whole irnth of the adventure which 
Don Bellianis had undertaken ; ok which the Emperoz was cxs 
ceding glad, determining to aid them wich men lufficient fag 
ſuch an enterp2ize, De he and all the ret departed to Conſtan- 
tinople, where many aud divers triumphs, and games were oz 
dained, aud the Emperor Pnighted two of the Duke of Treber 
his Done, that in choſe games won great honour, the one call 
Don Catlidel of the R ole, the ether Don Sabian of Trebents, 
whoſe notable deeds ſhall be at large declared: and another, th 
Don of the Duke of Ponto named Don Pcrſiano the courteow 
and alſo the King of Argos Don, by name Don Bryamore, wi 
many m92e, all which departed to feek Don Bellianis, thinking 
to find him at Antioch, changing their upper garments, and ar 
m92.acco2ding to the Moriſcoes: in which journep we leave them 
and the Emperoz that minded to ſend thither a great hoſt of men, 
and go himſelf in perſon, and now mut we turn our courle to 
Don Bclliamis, chief ſubjec of our 1abours, whom wich his com⸗ 
pany, we left in the ChzyRalline Carr, d2awn, thzough the apt 
by the inchanted G2iffons,as heretofoze is mentioned. 
What happened to the Prince drawn in the Griffohs chatlat, 
How they were cured of their wounds by the ſage Bellona: 
and after, how they all departed toward Antioeh. 


On Bellianis and Arſileo, having mounted the Chariot, 
guided by the Dwarfs, with the Pzincefs and her Dam⸗ 
ſels, as befoze is recited, not knowing whither they might be 
conducted, were ſo ſwiftly d2zawn by the Gziftons, that in very 
ſhozt time they were within the Kingdom' of Perſia : not far 
from the great City of Perſepolis; ànd on the deſolateſt moun- 
tains ok all that land, the G2iffons deſcended, Hard by the 
month of 'a dark and obſcure * from whence came kozth 4 
0 
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ol» woman, above two hundzed years of age, who coming befoze 
the weary and faint Pzinces, kneeled to them, vefiring that 
1 as. | He might Kiſs their hands. But when ſhe would rile, ſhe was 
em, I ftraight known of the Pyinceſs, who greatly joying with her 
ain | ſight, emb2aced her, accounting her no leſs than if ſhe were 
zich } her own mother: and turning to Don Belliinis ſaid, now will 
10s, | our affairs moſt excellent Pzince happily p2oc&d, foz J tell 
Jich vou this is the ſage Bellona, that hath bꝛought us hither by this 
cx | means, ſo that now J have utterly exiled the fear A conceived of 
foz | your wounds. The Pzince ling her ſo nigh him, very loving- 
p emb2aced her: the like did Don Arſileo, to whom the old 
woman ſpake, Let me intreat vou my god Lo2d to alight, 
that with diligence pour wounds may be cured, together with 
ye other Knight pour champion, whom A have within this Cave, 
that with no leſs neceflity than your ſelves J have hither 
| $ouggtht., The Ptince recozding the Dwarfs wozds when he 
us, mounted the Chariot, demanded whether it was the Cmpero? his 
nich father. No my god Lodd (ſaid ſhe) foz there is no reaſon that 
ing in fo perillous a time he ſhould leave his Empire, pour ſelf being 
at- | abſent : but it is the Pꝛince Don Brianel of Macedon. Then tell 
em me (ſaid Don Bellianis) how remaineth the Emperoz my father 2 
en, Well, luckp, and merry, (replyed ſhe,) fo2 he hath learned who 
were, that in the battel aided him. But how came he to 
it 2 demanded Arfileo:wherenpon the told them how. J am 

ty fo2 it ( faiv Don Bellianis) fo2 they will condemn us of 
vilcourtefte. That is no matter ( replied ſhe ) beſides they will 
ot take it in ill part, knowing von did tt to obſerve pour wozd, 
iot, | IPÞzay vou (faid he) how was my father ſo ſon healed ? fo un- 
10: leis N ve deceived, he was grievouſly wounved : Straight ſhall 
ct know it (laid che) and leading them though the Cave, the 
b t them to a Palace, which they judge to be the Ratelieff 

t they ever law, where with the help ok many of the Bages 
Dervants,they viſmonntey, with whoſe diligent ſervice they reſt 
ed much contented, and being laid on rich beds, the grave Ma⸗ 
tron ſafd to them, having ſearched their wounds, J could at once 
ture your, wounds, as J did the Emperozs, and Don Brianels, 
but do it not becauſe J will keep you here a few bays : and al- 
lure your Celves yott ſhall be 1 out of all danger. And 3 
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the applied ſuch Dintments, wherewith they felt themſelves 
greatly comfo2ted & eaſed, as if they had no pain at all, Don Bel, 
lianis intreated her that they might ſee the P2ince Don Brianel; 
Pou ſhall- ( ſaid ſhe ) but firſt reſt a while, fo2-you have thereof 
great ned: and commanding the windows to be ſhut , tok the 
Pzinceſs by the hand, and leaviig the Knights led her thzougha 
long Gallery not far from thence that reached to another lodging 
of the ſame making that Don Bellianis was in, ſo curiouſly 
w2ought.and of ſo rare wozkmanſhip, that the Ladies greatly ads 
mired it:and entring into another rom:thep found the PzinceDon 
Briancl walking alone, already healed of his wounds, pet having 
loſt much blod, he loked very pale and wan: fo2 the ſage Patron 
greatly commilerating his danger, pꝛovided as heretofo2e is ſpe: 
cified. Foz when ſhe went to cure the Emperoz, ſhe made ones 
her damſels to cuter another wap unſeen.aud. fetching him thence, 
bzought him thither in a trance, and fo2 all he was healed with 
the drink that Bellona gave him, pet knew he not in what place, 
02 in whole power he was, neither knew he whether he was in 
p2iſon oz at liberty, no2 in what ſkate the battel remained, in 
which he left the Emperoz: and ſeeing his wounds whole, was in 
ſuch wonder, that almoſt perſwaded himſelf, waking out of a 
dꝛeam, and ſeing no body with whom he might ſpeak, walking 
up and down the Chamber, ſeeking and deviſing how by. ſome 
means he might reſolve his confuſed thoughts: and. when he ſaw 
the Pꝛincels Aurora and her dawſels,with the old woman leading 
her bythe hand, he ſtraight knew her garments, koz as is ſaid, 
he ſaw her befoze he and Arſileo had begun their combat: with 
whole ſight he thought that he and the Emperoz were impziſo- 
ned, by the Knights with whom they had commented their bat⸗ 
tel, and pet knew he not how. that might be, having akter len 
them aided bythe Emperoz againſt Don Gallaneo's Knights: 
but ſeeing them ſo nigh him, thought that though he were in the 
pꝛiſon (as he imagined) pet ought he ule that behaviour. that his 
ſtate required, and ſeeing they were Ladies, appꝛoached wich 
that courteſie which might beſeem one accompanied with. ſuch 
nights. And ſhe having learned ok the old woman, who he 
was, humbleg her ſelf at his feet: which he unable to diſturb, did 


the like,” deixjug; her to grant him her kair hands that he might 
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kiſs them: but they ſo long rived to ſurpaſs each other in 
courteſie , that Bellona commanded them to riſe, foz their ſtate 
fozbad ſuch ceremonies between them: Which they did, though 
not ſo free as at firſt , foz they reſted greatly affectionate either 
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of other, and Don Brian. 1 at laſt thus b2oke ſilence. J do lo 
wonder at the marvellous things, that ſince peſterday have hap⸗ 
pened me, that J know not if any ſuch have been oz no, foz being 
with the Emperoz mp Doveraign in battel, wherein A re⸗ 
mained ſoze wounded, and not knowing the cud thereof, A find 
mp.ſelf at this p2eſerit well and Cirong , and in this rich and 
ſumptuous Chamber , with whoſe like the whole wozld cannot 
conipare, no2 pet know whether J be at liberty oz captive;though 
under the power of ſuch keepers, J ſhould imagin ſuch reſtraint 
greater comfozt to mp grief, than any A can deſire. Where- 
foze excellent Lady , J intreat pou , if you be in the ſame caſe 
that Jam in (as one that J ſuppoſe was p2elent at all that be- 
fel) pou would declare it me, and that J may alſo with your 
favour know the true ſucceſs: of the battel ; and what is be- 
come of the molt haughty Knights that accompanied you. whoſe 
mighty ſtrength J am ſure: the whole earth cannot equal, and 
fo) what cauſe' J am here kept, whether with oz without pour 
will 2 Mhileſt he uttered thele wozds , the Pꝛincels earneſtly 
viewed him, and remained lo greatly ſatiſfied with his god dil⸗ 
poſition (being a verpgallant night) and ſeing reaſon willed 
her to anſwer all his demands, thus replied. Not without cauſe 
map pou be confounded in pour imaginations (excellent Pzince) 
fo; J aſſure yon , ik now pou enjoy pour life, it is by pour being 
here: and though the battel was kought nigh Conſtantinople, at 
this inſtant you are not ſo near it, as to the Riphean mountains, 
joining upon the great City ot Perſepolis, foz all which pou may 
thank this grave Patron that here is with me. ſeeing by her great 
knowledge you hither were conducted. The-Bnights with whom 
you in che beginning combated and came in my company. are the 
Pꝛince Arlileo that with vou fought, the other, whole battel was 
with the Emperoꝛz, is his Don Don Bellianis. Js it poſſible : 
Oh God, ſaid, Don Briane!, that Don, Bellian's ſhould with ſuch 
glory pꝛincipate his haughty des of Chivalrp. Account theſe 
the leaſt (laid Bellon;) fo: A, tell pou neither the Kare 
* 18 a 
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bis karber, no anyBuiahcihis day living, map with him compare, 
Certainly Jthink no lels (replicd Don Brianc!) and moze than 
you lap dare I believe of that couragious Pyince. having len him 
Pertoun ſuch furpaſ.ing wonders in that one fight. Put I bes 
[eh peu let me know the cud thereof, and how the Emperoz 
and he do? The Tmpero! is well ( ſaid ſhe ) and the Pzinces 
both be in this Pouſe where you are, though ſoze wounded. 
Now. J aſſure pon, anſwered Don Brianel, J account my ſelf 
molt happy.that after lo many troubles J hear the mot content⸗ 
edit news that my perplexed ſoul could wiſh, after the tempe⸗ 
ſtuous paſſage of a boytrons ſtozm, with the calm appꝛoach of 
the all-comfozting fun. UWherefoze let us without longer ſtay 
go vilit them, and there may J know what elle happened in thig 
adventure. Even when you pleaſe ( ſaid Bellona) foz J 
know they will no lets joy with pour ſight than pou with theirs; 
Do taking him between them, they returned the way they came 
to the chamber where they left the Pzinces, and entring it, they 
found them talking together of their laſt adventure. But 
when the Pꝛinces law Don Brianel, they would riſe to reverence 
him, but he turning to Den Bellianis beds fide , bended his 
knee to the ground, craving he might kiſs his hands. The 
P2ince tok him up, and imbzacing fo held him a while and 
laid. J do greatly rejopce, renowned P?ince, to ſee you ſo well, 
though acco2ding to pour great deeds in the battel whereby you 
got many dangerous wounds, A thought we ſhould not lo ſon 
le pou, fo2 which let us thank this Lavy-that comes with you, 
ſteing the twk ſuch care of your ſafety, which with all our ſtates 
we cannot lufkictently recompence, having (next unto God) by 
her means recovered our loſt lives. Therefoze A think it reaſon 
( faid Don Brianel ) ſœing ſhe was the inſtrumental cauſe we 
repoſſeſs them, we in her ſervice to the death uſe them, that at 
leaſt thereby we map ſem to fatisfie ſome parts of her many 
deſerts, and ſo intreat her to command them as her own, whete- 
unto the thus anſwered. It Cufficeth me great Lo2ds, to have 
done ſome ſervice to ſuch Pꝛinces, which doth ſurpaſs all ſatils 
faction whatſoever J may of pou receive: how much the moze, 
that will not be ſo little which yon mult undertake, in behalf of 
this diſinherited Peinceſs my Couſin, wherewith this gre” 
u 
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fully recompenced:io which they again replied with great coarte⸗ 
ſiczand then Don B-jincl went ts Arſileo & embracing him ſaid. 
Wie now have time noble P2ince to know the caniec that mo⸗ 
ved zou without my leave to enter in this place. J am not lo wea- 
rp of the laſt demand replied he)but that J may latis fie you now 
in this, though pour ſelf be well, and that the laſt adventure coſt 
ſo dear, it were no reaſon to leave you in this unſactsfied, 

In theſe and ſuch like ſperches continued chey till Supper 
time: which come hep all did cat together, becauee of the wound- 
cd Minces. Pere ſtayed they fifteen daps till the Pzinces 
were well able to travet: in which time and day, Bellona taking 
Don Bellianis apart, ſhe faid unto him walking thꝛeugh thoie 
omg. J do well knew moſt excellent J2ince, and ſo ſudge mp 
ſelf altogether unworthy, and it not neceſſary. to give you coun- 
(el concernivg pour great actions, Pet becauſe yon mare a ſtran⸗ 
ger in an unknown Countrey, and in a place where every one 
would wiſh your downfal with extreameſt death, and fo manp 
needlom advertiſements J p2eſume to tell port, that though {aith- 
fully in heart, and with god reafon you obſerve; and unkainedly 
kep, the law and religion of your p2ofeſſion, pct muſt you con- 
ceal it, and by no meaus manikeſt it, fo; if in the leaſt reipec you 
do, it may colt pou your deareſt life, And mozeover, after that 
by your invincible arm you have ſafely eſtabliſhed the Pꝛincels 
Awora in her uſurped royalties,you muſt pꝛocure aud endeavour 
to arrive at the Soldan of Babylons Court, where pon muſt ſu⸗ 
ſain, pour never fainting heart, with your accuſtomed courage: 
{oz you ſhall there ſee pour felf in fo many great perils, that you 
all a thouſand times wiſh foz death, as a remedy fo2 chem. But 
hereof take no thought, foz they are things ozdained by the ſu- 
mover power, pet always bear on your ſhield the ſame device 

at you now have, though ſoz her ſake you ſhall be put in great 
aud ſuffer many and tedious paſſions, yet hall you be thereby 
known, and pour immo2tal fame blazed over the whole earths 
continent, which pou hall till wear till J ſhall advertiſe vou to 
the contrary : Mherewith ſhe ended, and the P2ince thus re⸗ 
plied,J will not render to von ſuch thanks, as this care. and great 
cdurtefles deſerve, foz every thing A poſſeſs being at pour com⸗ 
mand, it is reaſon pou guard and pzotect them as pour own. 
Perewith 
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Perewith they returned to their company , and Don Brian 
having ſeen them both together, laid, J would not have you be 
ſo long together, neither that you ſhould learn any thing, where; 
by you might further excel us in Fight, which it it be ſo, it 
were no reaſon that J whoſe merits be ſo inferiour to pours, 
Gould learn them. Pou may well do it ( replied Don Bellianis) 
having in the laſt conflict reaped the p2ofit, fearleſs of any thing 
that might have happened unto us. In all things you will ſem 
to peild unto me the vantage, anſwered-Don Brianel , though 
there be nothing in me that may any way pleaſe pou oz the 
Pzince Arſileo, ſince as pou ſhew, you would have me had that 
careful fear of you, as well not knowing, as knowing vou, pet 
do not J know why J ſhould fear you , being accompanied with JF yo 
the divine beauty of this moſt fair and excellent Pzinceſs, Pon Þ lite 
do well to jeſt with us all (replied ſhe) yet "tis no matter ſince I all 
pour wozds expzis what ſmall part J have thereof, having I oth 
— unable to expel the doubt you had of the Pzinceſs being bat 
Don Brianel being of nature courteous and pleaſant, kept I to 
them in pleaſing chat, thereſtof the time ok their being there, 5e 
which was ſome eight days; which expired, they being deſirous I cal 
to depart thence, had all Armour pzeſented to each of them by Þ yo 
Bellona, the richeſt and faireſt that evez was ſeen : that which 50 
Don Bellianis had was of a Tawny colour, with ſuch natural de 
woꝛks, imboſſed with pearl ſo bright, that they peilded as much 
light as Ten burning Toꝛches in any dark place, but chiefly-the 
thield, having the very ſame image it had-befoze , which was 
dawn with ſuch curioſity of art, that if they had ever ſeen the 
fubſkance , they would have judged it the counterfeit oz poztrai⸗ 
ture of Florisbella, the Soldan ok Babylons Daughter: which 
although the Pzinceſs Aurora knew, yet ſaid nothing, imagin⸗ 
ing the wiſe woman had not without ſpecial caule ſet it there; 
About it was wzitten the afozeſaiv Motto, ſo perfectly made 
with great Ozient pearls, that it fozced admiration in each be⸗ 
holder. Me had alſo a Scabbard given him foz his Swozd, 
made ok maſſie Gold, with Letters dzawn thereon ,- declaring as 
the manner of winning thereof, Atfileos were like them he hav al 
in the Cave: and Don Briancls were of divers colours, _ on 
Tp 02 
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workmanſhip was wozth a great Treaſury, Did not J ſay, 
J Gould in all things habe the advantage, that for a white Ar- 
mor of no value, which J did wear in the battel, have given me 
now ſo rich and kair: Jt is not given you as a gift foz pour 
old ( ſaid Arſileo) but that you ſhould pay foz them. Uſe not 
the office of a Perchant ( replyed Don Brianet) foz who hath 
given me my armoz uſeth not to ſell any. Jf-it beſo ( ſatd Arſi- 
leo) how payed you for that which vou wear. Strive not about 
ſo [mall a matter ( ſaid Don Bellianis ) fo J will pap fo; all, ha- 
ving greateſt cauſe for it. Then ſtraight were they with them 
armed : and taking leave of the lage Patron; ſhe laid. Yor 
will by the way ned Pages to attend pou, therefoze will J give 
you three of mine, and ſo p2eſented them the Dwarkes, ſo- 
little, that they greatly delighted to ſ& their [malnels, elpeci⸗ 
ally that of Don Bellianis, whoſe ſhortneſs reached not to the 
dthers middle, though they were wonderkull low. Where in 
habit, and are ingend2ed ſuch gentle people as theſe 2 ſaid Don 
Brianel: J hould remain among them if J ſhould ſtay there 
to be accounted nothing, as every one of them is elſewhere, 
ou ſhall not be accounted nothing ( ſaid Don Bellianis dwarfe, 
called Ordino 3 foz they would alſo ſo perſecute you, that ſeing 
your bigneſs to theirs, they would (wanting ground) tread on 
zou in ſtead of it. That were wozſe than the other ( replyed 
Don Brianel.) But leſt we further pꝛoced in talk, it were 
god we ſet fo2ward in our journey; Mhekkwith, with molt 
kind courteſie, taking their farewell ok the Lady ok the cave, 
let fozth ok the ſame. And being without, he ſeeing the Prins 
tels and Lady all cloathed in moſt rich cloth of Gold, ſaid with 
great laughter: Let us ( Dirs ) make mo2e haſte; for the des 
ſruction that theſe Damſels have made, will cauſe ſome unſeen 
wanderer demand it at our hands. But all that is left is yours 
(ſaid the Princeſs ) therefoze fear not. Ik it be ſo (replyed he) 
J have no leſs right to that which you carry: therekoze were it 
not amiſs you give it me. The Prince Don Bellianis will not 
ſuffer it ( anſwered ſhe ) he being my guardian. Foz fo much 
as concerneth me ( ſaid the Prince) J will defend pou againſt 
all the wozld; That's not material ( quoth Don Brianel ) fo; 
on my ſide J have the Prince Arfileo , that will ſuffer none 

9 wzonged 
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wWoonged in his p2eflence. J cannot help you in this demand 

( laid he ) Left J Gould incurr ſuch puniſhment, as to mp ill 

tatisfaftion,. and leſs reaſon J ſhould defend, 

CHAP. XI. 

What hzppned Don Bellianis, and his comp inions, with Duke 
Alfyron the court. ous, and Low they proved the adventure 
of the unhappy bridge. 

N this order travelled theſe Princes, wich as much pleaſure 

as their poung pears could require, fearing nothing that might 
annoy them, taking their ſtraight wap towards a Caſtle, ſome 
thre milcs diſtant from Antioch, fo; the Princeſs told them 
it was a ſtrong foztreſs, and never won bp any Fo2eign foes, 
and that ſhe and her Damkels would there remain, where allo 
they might determine of their affairs. Foz which cauſe they 
had a man to guide them thither, whom they received ok Bellc- 
na, which way they had not far gone, but by the lame they ſaw 
towardthem tome the number of Twenty Thouland Knights, 
whereof the greateſt part were very ſumptuouſily apparelled, and 
many clad with rich and bꝛight armoz, inſomuch that the Prince 
aud his companions tok great delight in ſeeing them, and Don 

Belliauis ſtepped to one of the fozmoſt, that greatly admired him 

being fo bzavely armed, and on ſo mighty a courler mounted, g 

demanded thus. A pray vou in courteſie tell me, Sir Knight, 

to whom belongeth this fair company of Knights ; he ſhould be 
of no ſmal] accoum, that ſuch a train maintains. They belong 

(Dir Bniccht anſwered. he) unto Duke Alfiron the courteous, 

that now goeth to the City of Perſepolis, becauſe the great Do- 

phi hath ozdainedgreat triumphs and jouſts, whereunto he hath 
invited all the nobility of his Empire. Why p2epares he lo 
great feaſts demanded the Prince, Marry ſir ( replyed the oz 
ther) not long ſince he promiled to give one only daughter that 
he hath, to what Knight ſoever ſhould Slap the Emperoz of 

Greece, o take him pꝛiſoner: which enterp2ize the Prince Don 

Gallaneo of Antioch undertok;accompanied with many knights, 

who is now returned with one Couſin ok his, by whom and o⸗ 


thers that with them came, the-Sophi is certified, how they lelt | 


the Cmperoz ſo wounded, that he could by no means [cape 
Foz which cauſe he hath determined to give him his Daughter 


i}: 


-| beholders ſight. 
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in marriage, and therefore in theſe triumphs doth he feaſt all his 
Nobles. But demanded Don Bellianis, why doth the Sophi ſo, 
being uncertain of the truth? Pe thinks this ſuffictent ( anſwe- 
ted the Knight) that if it ſhould otherwiſe be,it is thought im- 
poſſible ever to effect it, foz the Emperoz being thereof fozewar⸗ 
ned, will with greater regard lok to himſelf : and beſides, his 
Daughter will not be evil matched, he bcing one of the beſt 
Knights in the land; Though (to tell you truly) we be not well 
contented with this marriage, fo2 that the Duke our Paſter was 
firſt greatly favoured of the Princeſs Perſiana (fo2 ſo is the Dos 
phies daughter called )and ſeeing how he will wr arry her to Don 
Ga'l.neo, he goeth very paſſionate. 

J commit vou to God (ſaid Don Bellianis)foz pou habe much 
pleaſed me with your diſcourſive news: and turning to the 
Prince and his Companions, told them all his talk with the 
Knight and demanded of them, if they thought god to ſee thoſe 
Jouſts at Per ſ p. lis ere they paſſed foz warden. It will be well 
done (ſaid Don Brianel) pet how ſhall we do, being unpzovided 
ofa Tent : What need pou care foꝛ that (anſwered Arſileo)foz 
it may be ſome will entertain us:if not, we mult lie in the fields. 
And thus unreſolved, od Kill till that trop paſt along. At 
which time ſome of them went to the Duke, that at that time 
was verp penſively imagining on the Princeſs Perſiana, and 
laid to him. De pou not (Sir) ponder th2e Knights armed with 
the richeſt armoz you have this day ſeen, whoſe gallant diſpoſiti- 
on cannot but content pou, and ſtand in the midſt of the way, 
ixming to demand the breaking of ſome Lances, and do allo 
conduct with them about twelue Damlels, as it ſeems no leſs 
ado2ned with beauty, than they with valoz. The Duke being de- 
ſirous to ſœ them, ftepped kozth, being armed in a tawny armoz 
like Don Bellianis, and over the lame he had a coat of a cloath 


of Gold, moſt richly embzoidered wich Pearls, whoſe bzightneſs 


being overcaſt with the beams of the ſhining Sun, dazled the 
On this ſhield was pictured the God of Love, 
of whome a Knight begged mercy, he rigo2ouflp denying it. And 


thus went he ſtraight to the Princes while they gazed on him, 


going like a valozous and well diſpoſed Knight, The Duke no 
jeſs wondzing to le their gallant demeano?, and riches of ar- 
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moze eſpecially Don Bellianis, whoſe ſight ſurpꝛized him with 
ſudden admiration; and being nigh them he kindly lalutev them, 
being of nature mild, gentle and affable,foz which he had obtai⸗ 
ned the name of courteous,. and thus ſaid, J am ſo aſtonitſhey 
d2ave and valiant knights, in ſeeing the brave diſpoſition of pour 


perſons, and ſtrange manner of travelling, that J have received 


ſuch content,as the like J ſhall never obtain; chiefly at this time, 
being ſubject to a grievous melancholick grief, And becauſe I ſups 
pole pe are going to the triumph at Perſepolis, J intreat you to 
implop me in this journey, koz that you ſem ſtrangers of ſome 
remote Countrep. 

And though the valour of pour own perſons may merit farre 
greater ſervice, yet J pꝛay deny me not this requeſt : fo2 J hope 
herein to diminiſh part of my boiſterous & troubleſome ſorrow 
with your gentle converſation. - The Princes intreating one a⸗ 
nother to anſwer, Don Bellianis at laſt replyed. The offers 
(moſt noble Duke) which by pour liberal bounty we receive are 
ſo great as we (being no other than errant knights) can no way 
deſerve. And though we had not determined to be at thoſe tri- 
umphs: pet to accompliſh pour requeſt, willingly do condeſcend 
thereto, pielding the accountleſs thanks of dutiful lervitozs at 
pour com mand; fo; which the Duke very jopkullp entertained 
them, with his Ladies in his own company, and ſo made to Per- 

epolis, diſcourſing by the way of pleaſant matters, till they came 
within a mile of the City, hard by a great river, over which they 
mult of necesſity paſs by a bzidge that there was. Which the 
Duke ſing, laid conkounded in our own diſcourſes, ſir knights, 
we have loſt our way. Don Bellianis ſ&ing the City, and not 
knowing to what end the Duke ſpoke it, replyed, Ik that be the 
City, A thinkthis is the right wap. Tis, anſwered the Duke. 
But we may not paſs this bzidge, fo; it will be mightily defen- 
dev. Who be they (demanded he) that will defend it againſt ſuch 
knights as be with us; They that do it will defend it againft 


the whole wo2ld ( anſwered the Duke.) For in this Kingdome 
are four Knichts, the valianteſt that on the earth do bzeath, all 


bzothers. Which in one battel the Soldan had againſt the Soldan 
of Babylon, perfozmed in it ſuch haughty deeds, that by their 


Moper valour the vicozy was obtained; which got them ſuch 


honour 
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honour, that till this day they are reputed the lrongeſt knights 
that may be found, Mhereupon the Sophi to honour them, bad 
them demand what they would, and he would grant it, (They 
anſwered) they would have nothing but this Caſtle and the 
Bzidge, that no knights might go that way, unleſs he should 
leave his armoz and hozſe, oz overcoming them all in fight, paſs 
by. The Sophi granted it with a great living bclides, to main⸗ 
tain their ſtates, 

Do they being come to this Bridge, have brought with them 
two mighty and ſtrong Giants, whoſe fierceneſs no hundzed 
knights dare abide to combat together. And have above three 
years defended this paſſage,# not any knight Hitherto hath van- 
quiſhed them. For though they be ſtrong and valiant, yet in their 


combat they p2oceed not like god knights: for if it hapneth that 


any knight unho2ſeth any of them, he mult jouſt with the others, 
till he overth2ow them all: but ik he be by any blow himſelf over- 

turned, he ſtraight loleth his arms. Oz ik he ſhould unhozſe 
them all, he muſt after combat with all ſir together, being the un- 
reaſonableſt thing that ever was heard of. And this is the cauſe 
why this bzidge and way is no more uſed, by reaſon the mil⸗ 
haps that there befall to wandring Rnights, and therefoze is 
called the Unhappy bridge, The pꝛinces greatly wondzed at 
this adventure, pet having great deſire to pꝛove it (Don Bellia- 
nis thus ſaid.) Truly moſt honoured Lord, we never heard of 
the like adventure: but if it ſo. pleaſe pou, we will try the favozs 
of blind foztune therein. Do will it be rather judged madneſs. 
than valour (replied the Duke.) Foz it lieth not in the compaſs 
of one mans ſtrength to vanquich them: fo2 the leaſt of them is 
able to withſtand the famous Emperoz of Conſtantinople, that 
is the knight moſt feared in theſe parte, whoſe ſole name makes 


the Soldan himſelf tremble when he hears: and alſo. dare 


oppoſe and confront the ſtrength of our prince, that is no leſs. 
kamoled than he. Wherefoze if you think god, let us leave 
this wap: fo2 A percive ſome of our company do ſee it to be 
dangerous. It will be a perpetual blot to our names, ( replyed - 
Don Bcllianis ) if thzough fear we ſhould not adventure our 
perſons herein, Therefore command them to ſtay : fo2 J will. 
not hense, leaving this unattempted. While they ow (9 
talking 
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taltzing, they law on the other ſide of the bzidge a great number 
-of Knights and Ladies cloathed in triumphant robes, who were 
coming thither to ſpo2t themlelves, What fair aſſembly is pon⸗ 
der (ſaid Don Bel.ianis,) It map be (ſaid the Duke ) it is the 
Sophi, and his daughter the Princels Perſian?, that come to ſx 
if there arrive any adventure to the bꝛidge. Although our falls 
were but to make them ſpozt ( ſaid Don Bellianis) we will try 
our fo2tunes. Do as you will ( faid the Duke) though moze 
willingly J could take another wap. Thereupon they went 
ſtraight towards that bzidge, commanded all their Knights to do 
the like, while they proved the adventure of the Caſtle; which 
they did, vet no: with any god will. The Prince Arlil:o in⸗ 
treated Den Bellian's to grant him the firſt Battel. J will in 
no wiſe do ic (laid he) but becauſe Doa Gallaneo ts ponder, put 
on an upper Coat over pour Armoz, leſt pou be known, J 
will ( replyed he) but pou muſt grant me this firſt Combate. 
Jn reaſon it belongs to me ( anſwered Dan Bellianis )ſeing in 
this ſourney J am the conducter -of theſe Laides. We have 
( faid A:fileo ) as long accompanied them, therefo2e ſhall you not 
lo crcuſe your ſelf, Then let the battel be his ( ſaid Don Briancl) 
whom the Princeſs ſhall command, Strive not lo about it, ſaid 
the Duke; koz you ſhall all have enough to do. Now Judge ſaid 
the Princeſs) ſwing Don Briai?.1 by my ſentence demandeth the 
ſouſt, that the firſt be his, and rhe nert yours, and the laſt be his 
that would be firſt, being reaſon that his ſtrength be beſt tryed 
when the others fail. Don B.llianis grieved much becauſe he 
Gould. be laſt ; but ſeeing it could no otherwiſe be, diſſembled it, 
and ſtepping to the Duke ſaid, I believe we ſhall Have the byidge 
freeer than A thought, The Duke ſmiled, as one that ſuppoſed 
their labour ſhonld be in vain.And at length arriving at the 
bꝛidge, Don Brian! began to be fozemoſt,ſeing on the ocher ſide 
all thecompany come allo thicher,and ſtepping thereon, a Knight 
armed in an armour of divers dolours, mounted on a mighty 
hozle, app2oaching nigh him, (aid. 

What madneſs hath poſſeſt this Knight, to fk a paſſage over 
this bꝛidge by me defended 2 With mightier fozce was Bell de- 
tended/aalwered he)pet the univerſal Saviour of the. wozld did 
overcome it: In whole name Jcoming, it will be no great mats 
ter fo2-me co abate thy ſwelling p2ide, By 


* 
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By thy ſpeech ( replyed the Bnight ) thou leemeſt a Chriſtian, 
That avails not to our purpoſe (aid Den Brians! ) therefore 
pꝛepare thy ſelf, The Knight with great anger (thinking he had 
him in little acount ) turned his hozſe, and tok ſo much of the 
bzidge as would ſuffice for his courſe, while Don Brianel did the 
like, All the men that came with the Duke, and the people come 
from the City app2oached to ſe the battel, and many ſaid, A 
very fair hozle andarmour (hall the Knight give unto him of the 
bzidge. 

At which time the knights having turned their hozles, ran one 
againſt the other, and met ſo furiouſly, that the Lances flew in 
pieces, and the Knight of the bzidge went to the ground ſozely 
bruiled, and Don Briancl ſo much bowed with his hozſe, that he 
had almoſt done the like, but leeing what company beheld him, 
raiſed himſelf with great courage, conſidering it was the firſt 
thing that the Princeſs had commanded him. A great murmur 
aroſe among the beholders, kor they had never ſeen any. of the 
Brethzen leave the ſaddle befoze,. Whereupon the other ther 
Knights, and the two Giants being armed, iſſued all monnt- 
ed on great and luſty hozſes, who when they ſaw their brother. 
on the ground one of them made towards Don Brianel, that already 
had taken a Lance from his Dwarffe. The Princeſs Perſiana, 
that was ſhe on the other-ſide ofthe bzidge, and Don Gallane» 
already called her Spoule, with the Spohi his father in law, laid 
to Don Gallaneo, J have not ſeen gallanter Knights than thoſe 
on the further ſide, elpeciallp yon four(pointing to the two Pꝛin⸗ 
tes, the Duke, and he that jouſted on the bzidge) and greatly do 
deſire to know who they be. It is no other than the Duke Al- 
on (replyed Don Gallanco) fo; J heard he ſlept. not far hence 
this laſt night. The Princeſs Perſiana hearing the Duke nam⸗ 
ed, fetcht a deep ſigh, as one that loved him within the ſecret of 
her heart, but ko fears to diſpleaſe her father, durſt ſay nothing, 
yet thought ſhe by the richneſs of his armoz, it ſhould be he, ſtod 
and viewed him very attentively, and ſ&ing how the enraged 
Knights with puiſſant fozce encountred each other in. ſuch lozt, 
that their Lances bzake in a thouſand ſhivers, and meting with 
their hozſes, ſhields and helms, both fell to the ground: but ik 
Don Brianels hozſe had been lo god as his adverſaries, he — : 
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' paſſed without a fall, which he had ſcant done, when the men of 
the caſtle cloſed to unarm him. But the Prince Arlileo deftroug 
to avoid it, with great choler entred the bridge: ſo did another 
of the adverſe part, with ſuch Cwiftneſs, as doth an arrow ſhot 
from a bow fly th2ough the Air, oz a Thunderbolt bzeaking 
from ſome ſwelling cloud, and with ſuch might encountred on 
the bzidge, that the Knight of the Caſtle was overthꝛown, with 
a piece of the lance ſticking in his body. Ik it p2oceeds as it bez 
gins (laid the Duke ) we ſhall freely paſs. So ſhall it be (an- 
ſwered Don Be!lian's ) fo; with your auſpicious favo2 they may 
be brought to our wiſhed end. The Sophi was aſtoniſhed at the 
ſtrong incounters of the knight, and ſpeaking to Don Gallaneo 
ſaid. Anever thought there could be better Knights than thoſe 
of the bridge, but now A ſee what advantage thoſe Knights have 
over them. Wonder not thereat ( ſaid Don Gallaneo ) for in 
the battel we had with the Emperoz, there was in his aid one 
novel Knight, whom he there knighted , that performed ſuch 
haughty deeds of arms, that neither Hector no; Achilles ever did 
the like. For believe me, he no more eſteemed to be aſſaulted 
by four o2 by two Giants, than with one Knight, and with his 
own hands in the battel he flew above twelve Giants, and fifty 
Knightsof mine. But as for the Emperoz, J have told you 
what hapned me with him in the Caſtle, he being unarm'd: 
fo that you need not wonder what theſe do, though any of them 
do end this adventure, which A cannot believe: and if they do, 
I will acknowledge it the greateſt act that ever A heard of, by 
treaſon their ſworv-fighting will be ſo unequal. Which having 
ſaid, the eldeſt and the greateſt of the bzethzen came againſt Ar- 
ſileo, intending to revenge his bzothers death, whole incounters 
were fo furious, that their Lances were made in little pieces: 
and in ſuch ſozt met with their bodies, that the Knight of the Ca⸗ 
ſtle was overthrown with a great wound on his ſide. And Arſile- 
os hole with the ſtronge ſtroke recopled back three o four paces, 
that at laſt unable to ſtap him, with admirable lightneſs, he 
leapt from his back, being a little wounded on the breaſt, The 
ſervants of the Caſtle went. to him, to do as they would have 
done with Don Brianel $ but the firſt that arrived, for his boly- 
nels loſt his head: Foz Arſileo thinking he ſhould not be 
judged 
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ſudged overthꝛown, laſy hands on his worm to defend himſelf, 
wherewich he would have made them know, his valour ertenv⸗ 
ed farther than thitherto he had ſhown, But the two b2others 
that Don Brianel hadunhozſed arrived with their dzawn words, 
the like did the Giants. And on the other ſive Don Bellianis any 
the Duke did ſo, that in ſhort time among them all, there began a 
terrible and fearful battel , foz all the Dukes Knights would 
paſs over the Bzidge, But the Sopby, the Pꝛinceſs Perſiana, 
and Don Gallaneo went and parted them , and demanded the 
cauſe why they were ſo mingled together, and did not p2oceed 
with their combat as they had begun: which either they ſhould 
do 02 let them paſs ; We are contented to do either ( ſaid 

Don Bellianis) but this Bnight fell not, ſ&eing by anothers 
ſtrength he left not the ſaddle, and therefoze ought not to lole his 
hozſe until the Jouſts be ended. Ye map no moze mount (laid 
they.) Who ſhall judge it (demanded Don Bellianis ? ) We 
need no judge ( ſaid they) fo2 it is our cuſtome; but if any muſk 
be, let it be the Souldan (our Lozd) here p2eſent. Ee it ſo, (ſaid 
the Duke.) Then ( ſaid the Sophy ) J award, that ſince the 
Unight was not by another unhozled, he loſe not his hozſe no2 
armour but that he be vanquiſhed , læing he fozſwk his hole 3 
ſo that He map jouſt no mo2e, 

Gzeat profit do thep get by this ſentence ( ſaid a pꝛoud 
Bnight) that on the Souldan attended, and was a near Allye to 
the Giants that defended the Bꝛidge. It is well judged (aid 
Don Bellianis : ) and believe me, had not the Souldan done it, 
no leſs wyzong; recetved we than they. 

But what art thou that ſhouldſt not a little count thy ſelf, 
being moze pꝛouder than valiant, to ſpeak againſt the Souldan 
thy Lozds judgement 2 | 

The Knight inraged with deſire to revenge thoſe wozds, an- 
[wered, Let us ſet aſide the Souldans judgement as a matter 
impertinent to us: but if thou wilt, upon whether of the Knights 
be overcome, accept this my gage, J give it to thee, 

J accept it (anſwered Don Bellianis) on condition we map not 
pals the bzidge, unleſs by fozce we do it. Pou defer it to do 
( laid the Knight) and our fighe will be void if you mean to win 
the bzidge by ſtrength; fo2 UK ot earneftly' deſire your 
S5] | | | | Armour 
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armour, being fo rich. But J give thee leave to help them 
(anſwered Don Bellianis) whereby thou ſhalt ſ& how little J at⸗ 
count what thou ſo much eſteemeſt. 

All the beholders admired him, to lee with what courage he 
ſpake: but chiefly the P2zinceſs Perſiana that going to the Duke 
Alfiron (whom the did not know) being among the Knights, am 
not knowing what end that enterpzize would have, did not dil⸗ 
cover Himſelf, and (aid, J pꝛap ther (god Bnight) tell me, who 
be theſe Bnights; koz J greatly deſire to know it. The Duke 
ſoktly, that none might hear, anlwered. 

No marvel (moſt beanteoits Princeſs) and Lady of my heart, 
pou at this time know me not, having imploped my ſervice in 
pour behalf to ſo little regard: But if (dear Lady) yon Had de- 
termined J ſhould by pour cruelty die, why did pou not com- 
mand me to de mp own Executioner, and not permit my eyes to 
ke the ſight of my living death The Pzinceſs by his ſpeech, 
ſtraight knew him, whereupon, fo2 very grief her eyes overflow 
ed with pearled tears: but diſſembling, leſt it ſhould be diſcerned, 
replped: | 

The Gods knew (great Duke) my grief fo2 this marriage 
my Father intends, is no leſs than yours, and-therefoze muft 
we perkozce have patience. 

The Duke would have anſwered her, but that he perceived 
Don Bellianis had ended the accepting of the battel againſt the 
pꝛoud Knight; and that they of the Bridge had granted them the 
combat therein, convitionally that if Don Bellianis were over- 
come, his hozſe and armoz ſhould be theirs 5 who greatly grie⸗ 
ved foz their bzothers death, and moze that they could not be re- 
denged on him that had flain Him. 


CHAP. Ar 
What happ2ned Don Bellianis in the Bittel with the Knights of 
the Bridge. 


wichdzew himtelk, to whom the Pzrnceſs Aurora thus 
faiv. As much as other nights do ſhun the moſt dange⸗ 


rous ſights, even ſo much, and moze do pou ſk chem. J can dd 
no lels (replyed he.) At this time arrived he Dune, voor 


On Bellianis inflamed-with anger againſt the Knight, 
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jekt the Pzinceſs, and ſaid to him: At were god pon encourage 
pour ſelk fir Knightzfoy pon have a very mighty adverſary, All 
his ſtrength will ſcant ſuffice him ( ſaid the P2inceſs Avrora ) 
though he be never ſo valiant, Which wozds the Duke did lo 
little ſet by at the firſt,ſeeing the Knights ſo well confirmed them 
by their haughty Exploits. 

Don Bellianis with the enraged choler he had conceived, op⸗ 
poled himlelk againſt the Knights that alſo came towards him, 
who very ſtrongly in the middle of his Shield made his Cnconn- 
ter, pet not hurting him at all, bꝛake his Lance, not moving him 
in his ſaddle; foz the impenetrable virtue of the Shield retoz⸗ 
ted back the furious Iron. 

Don Bellianis with the great defire he had to hit him, miſt 
his Encounter, ſo that their hozſes paſſed on their courſe with 
admirable fury. The great ire the Pꝛince hereat conceived by 
miſſing his encounter, is not deſcribed foz want of skill, but 
very furiouſly turned upon the Knight, that did the like, and 
judging it cowardize, having miſt his encounter and loft his 
Lance, to dzaw his Swozd againſt ſo vile and infolent a man, 
went toward him, receiving a moſt heavy blow upon his helmet, 
and with incredible {ſwiftneſs running at him ſnatcht him *twixt 
his ſtrong arms, and as he were a little child pluckt him from 
his ſaddle, and impatiently governed by his pzeſent fury, ſtept 
to the bzidge ſide, and over it tumbled him down into the river, 
where thzough the weight of his armour he was ffraight over- 
whelmed, leaving the beholders ſo amazed at the deed that the 
Doldan cryed out: Oh immoztal Gods, what mighty ſtrength 
is this in one Knight : It is wonderful great ( faid Don Galla- 
neo) that was ſomething moved ſeeing him; and moze circum- 
ſpectly loking on him, thought that was the device of the novel 
Knight at Conſtantinople : yet he doubted it, being ſo far diſtant 
thence, not imagining he would come hither, by rcaſon of the 
difference of religion. Pet ſting thole Ladies there, did greatly 
ſulpect it. And again turning his eyes towards him he ſaw one 
of the 31 of the Bꝛidge pꝛicked foz ward againſt him. Don 
Bellianis that alſo went to met him wich a Lance, although the 


Duke called to him ts take his, ſaid, J have no n&d'thereof, 
having imploped mine own ſo 1 but meeting the night in — : 
2 middle 
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middle ok the bzidge was fozced to loſe His ſtirrop by the incoun⸗ 
ter, and meeting with hoz{es, ſhields, and bodies. the Unight felt 
down bzuiſed, with his Head all battered Don Bellianis hoſe 
with the ſhock reſted immovable, till with his ſpurs he made him 
like a whirlwind fly, even to the place where the Soldan and his 
company were, that firmly had their gazing eyes fired on him, 
The Sophi ſeeing one of the Giants coming again him, laid, 
Take a Lance (fir Knight ) koz you will greaily nes it in this 
Joult p2epared foz yot, Jt is my Countreys cuſtome (moſt excel- 
lent Lozd ) that the Knight which in jouſting beſoze a King z 
Emperour, lolech his encounter, thzough the little valour of his 
wo2th, map not until he have ended the battel take another, which 
makes me now againſt my neceſſity ride without it: and ſo pans 
cing and with great courage managing his Mozſe, he ſpur*pa- 
gainſt the Giant who not minding to leave his lance, though he 
ſaw the Pzince without auy, pꝛickt againſt him, but he d2awing 
his ſword befoze they met, cut it in two, and ſtepping aſide with 
his ho2ſe,let him paſs in ſuch an amazement, that miſſing where- 
on to hit and ſtay himſelf, ran headlong ſozwards, and at laſt 
DYorſe and all tumbled down, the Giant reſting ſore battered wich 
the terrible fall: and the Pꝛince leeing it, let himſelf in his place 
expecting the reſt of his Adverſaries : againſt whom came the 
Knight that firſt jouſted with Don Brianel, and ſtaping foz him, 
at the inſtant he would encounter him with his Lance.leapt aſide 
with his Yozſe, making him loſe his ſtroke, and with great fury 
turning upon him.ſnatcht his Lance out of his hands, and there⸗ 
with with one blow feld him tothe earth, and returning to his 
place, bzandiſhed it with great joy. The lokers on had almoſt: 
<6 wang themſelves to dream with the ſight of ſuch admirable. 
xploits. The Duke was ſs raviſhed with gladnels, that he 
knew not what to ſay, to whom the Pyzinceſs Aurora (pake. 
UWhat think you (Sir) of the Unight in the tawny Armouz: 
What map A think oz ſay * (ſaid he) but that in no time oz age 
of men, were ever like heroick actions perkozmed: and if he 
can ſo well uſe his Dwozd;, as he can his Lance mounted on his 
Courſer, J doubt not but without tmpediment , we ſhall paſs 
the bzidge.. Straight ſhall pou be aſſured thereof (aid ſhe:) And 


ſo-bzake off their talk; foz Don Bellianis mith the Spear hs had; 
| | taken 
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taken from the Knight oppoſed himſelf againſt that mighey Gi- 
ant, that blaſpheming old Mahomet , came againſt him with 
luch fierceneſs , that foaming like a Boar, and guided with a 
helliſh rage moſt thick \moak iſſued-from the Uiſo2 of his Helm, 
and in the middle of the ſpacious Bzidge encountred, that the 
Giant brake his Lance on Don Bellianis Shield; which ſliding 
on it made him a great wound, whence illued much blod, 
The Pzince ſtruck in luch manner, that piercing his Shield 
and Armour, mightily wounded him on the bzeaſt: and both 
meeting with their Pozſes , the Giant meaſured His length on 
the earth, & the P2zinces Pozſe ſet both his knees on the ground, 
wherewith He reſted ſo amazed, that he had not the remem- 
mance to ſpur him. Whereat the Pzince Arſileo that ſaw 
him in ſuch a trance, and thinking him wounded to the death, 
would have helped him if the Duke had not bid him ſtand ill 
to ſe what the Knizhts would do; who greatly abaſht at their 
unhappy ſucceſs , did together go all againſt him: but befoze 
thep arrived the P2ince had recovered Himſelf, and very 
cholerick through that accident ſtraight diſmounted, and em- 
bzacing his Shield, dzew his Swoꝛd with inch fury, and little 
fear, as if he had but to do with one Bnight. The Rnight is 
nat in his wits (ſaid the Sophi ) to leave his hozſe in ſuch 
a time , having to do with ſo hardy Knights, who-encompaſ- 
ſing him, did beſtow ſuch mighty blows ,- as might diflolve 
the limping Gods black. ſteeled forge. The Giants: being 
ſomewhat flow in arriving by reaſon of their--boyſterouſneſs. 
hoiſted up their fliciug Battel⸗axes, thinking to end the battel 


with their firſt blows: but the diſcreet Pzince knowing how 


grie vous thoſe ſtrokes were to ſuffer , ſtept aſide that both a- 
lighted in vain , and reached one ok them ſach a blow on the 
leg, that he cut it quite in lunder: who not able to ſu- 
ſtain himſelf. thereon, fell down, pet was he truck in ſuch: 
manner, that he was wounded in two places, while he laid 
the other Giant on the head, that the blod ran down his 
eyes. and dekending himſelf with his Shield from the Knights 


blows, ſtruck him on the arm that held the. Are, that both 
fell together foz compauy , and the Giant going to take that 
with the other hand, cold not through the exceſſive-pain. of the 
| | all: 
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fall by the cxcvunter : and agaln he was ſo mightily wounded on 
the head that he tumbled at his flet: and Lecauſe He had put him 
in ſuch trouble, ſought all means to cut off his head, but the 
Knights laid on him as did the Cyclops, when at Venus requeſt 
bp Vulcans command they fozged Encas armo2 in the very bur. 
ning Rena mount, which {ozced him to ſuſtain Himſelf on the 
ground with his hand, but he redoubling his fozce, with enragey . 
valiancp, ſ&ing the Giants troubled him no moze, turned upon 
the th:& bzethzen, and wounded one of them which moſt vexey 
him on the head, that he cleaved it in two, the others embzacey 
him, thinking to overturn him, but they might as well cell the 
Stars of Heaven, oz with caſting water fill the wide vaſt Ocean 
Dea, Foy the Pꝛince being the ſtrongeſt Bnight of fozces in the 
would, that few oz no Giants could equal him therein, ſo bꝛavely 
held one between his arms, that he th2uſt the pieces of his armoz 
into his fleſh, that the crimſon blood guſht from His veins exceed 
ing faſt, And ſ&ing that himſelf loſt no ſmall quantity,p2ocured 
to ſhoꝛten the fight leſt he might therein faint, and lo made them 
think ( dzawing them both to the Bzidge ſide ) that he would 
thꝛow them into the river; which they perceiving, and the ex- 
tream ſtate they were bzought to, demanded of him mercy fo; 
their loſt lives. At which infant arrived the Dophi, and ſaid; 
Sing they can no longer defend themſelves (fir Knight) be la⸗ 
tisfied with what pou have done. Foz which pour victo2ious 
name ſhall ever be eterniz'd thzoughout the ſpacious continent of 
this earthly ball, having ended the greateſt Adventure, that ever 
night attempted. AJ am content to sbey pour command (moſt 
excellent Lozd) anſwered the Pzince, on this condition, that 
they no moze maintain this cuſtom. That cannot they do ( re- 
plied the Dophi ) fo2 it was their own agreement. Then the 
Paince leaving the Knights, gave God thanks that ſo delivered | 
him from that great danger which they thought he did to their 
Gods. The Pzinces Arſileo, and Don Brianel, whoſe armo; 
was taken away (with the Hope to do the like by them all) with 
the Duke Alfiron, and the Pzinceſs, went and embzaced him 
with Wech lobe, as if he had revived from deach to like. And the 
Duke was ſomewhat 'abathed of the kitrle confivence he hay 
ſhewen of them, * 3 
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CHAP. XIII. 
How the Knights were received of the Soldan of Perſia: and 
their conference with the Princeſs Perſians, 
T Pꝛinceſs Perſian» and Don Gallaneo, being deſirous to 
(peak with the Duke Alfiron, having underſtod by ſome of 
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the Knights that he was there, were going to him, but he alighting 


from his hozſes went to kiſs the Sophi's hands, and humbled 
himſelf befoze him, whom the @ophi but then leeing, imbzaced, 
and raiſing him from the ground, laid. Jam glad, Duke, to ler 
you come to honour our triumphs, chiefly bzinging to our Court 
ſuch Knights as theſe, eſpecially he in the tawny armoz, whom A 
would have you tell me what they be, aſluring you the woz1d can- 
not affozd his like, and I reſt ſo amazed, that J know not if any 
humane ftrength be able to accompliſh what he hath. All the ret 
of his company affirmed it, ſcarce believing what their own c pes 
had ſeen 2: and the Duke anſwered, It was you (mp gracious - 
L02d) whom J would intreat to demand it of them; fo2 though 
they came in my compauy,. it is but verp little ſince J met them, 
and if they do not declare it to you, J doubt they will not do it 
to any other. Speak to the Pzinceſs, Duke, ſaid the Sophi, 
while I calk with the Knights, and going a little further, laid to 
Don Bellianis that was mounting on the Giants hozle with 
whom he firſt jouſted, whole like fo2 bigneſs, ſtrength and well 
body the whole Perſtan Empire did not then contain: but pers 
celving the Dophi came towards him, would not mount, but as 
he was on fot humbled himſelf to kiſs his Royal hands. The 
Sophi holding him with one hand becauſe he ſhould not kne&!, | 
with the other diſmounted, and imbzacing him with great afte- 
flon,ſaid. - There is no reaſon Dir Knight, why pou ſhould kneel 
to any, deſerving fo2 your valour aud incomparable bounty the 
lame duty of every one. But fo2 one only thing muſt J needs now 
intreat pou, which Jam ſure pou will not deny me, judging your 
tourteſie no leſs than your haughty courage, of which all luch 
Bnights as you ſhould as much p2ize themſelves,as of their pꝛo⸗ 
per valour, what thing bekoze J exp2eſs it will therefoze bind vou 
by your pzomiſe.Tell me(mof mighty Lozd)anſwered Don Belli-. 
anis, What pou will command. me: foz barbarous and uncivil 

were. 
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were he that ſhould deny ſo great a Lo2d any thing, in the 
higheſt degree appertaining to pour Royal Service; although 
a Bnight of ſuch ſmall conſequence as J, leſs than your beheſt 
ſhould] ſatiffie. Mereupon the Duke, Don Gallanco any 
Pzinceſs Perſiana, after their greetings, came thither to 
know the conference between him and the Knight : ſo did the 
P2inceſs Aurora and the reſt of the company, who were en- 
tertained with ſuch courteſie, as if they were known to be the 
greateſt Pers of the Mozld. At length the Pzinceſs Perſiam 
thus ſaid tothe Pzinceſs Aurora. J do intreat you fair Lady) 
left we ſhould derogate from the honour by pour extertourſhew 
and the valour of pour attendant Knights you ſeem to deſerve, 
you would manifeſt the ſtate and royalty of your deſcent; for at- 
though you deſire to conceal it, pet pour wozthinels will ſhine 
from the dignity of your birth. She humbling her ſelf, ſaid, 3 
rather deſire (moſt excellent P2inceſs ) pou ſhould ſtill conceive 
that opinion of me (though undeſerved 3 ) fo2 after you ſhouly 
know me, mp ſmall deſerts will then loſe the favours-pott now 
ſhew me: \o2 the meaneſs of my ſkate is ſuch, that it doth not mes 
rit the fruition of theſe favours.Deing you will have it ſo, J will 


no longer impoztune you ( replyed the beauteous Perſiana) ſo es, 


vidently telling me , we merit not to know you, ſave only by 
your outward ſigns. Eut ſetting aſide the wo2thineſs of your 
perſon , that well deſerveth we ſhould all obey you , let me then 
receive the favour, that you would vouchſafe to lodge within the 
Doldan my Fathers Pallace. We map ſay noz do any thing 
herein ( ſaid Arſileo) moe than the Knight in the tawny armoz 
will command, to whom all obedience is due. Nay then (ſaid 
the Soldan) ik we lift to know it, we ſhall eaſtly know it by 
fozce of arms, but ſeeing he hath pzomiſed me a bon, this ſhall 
be it ( faidhe ) turning to Doͤn Bellianis , that pou all take off 
your YVelms, and that we map know pour Names. Don Bellia- 
nis ſ{@d ſomewhat. penſive, not knowing what to anſwer , yet 
thinking that the longer he kept ülence they would the moꝛe ſuſ- 
pect, he ac laſt thus replped, Truly excellent Lozd, pou have 
demanded me athing that by my will J never would diſcover, 
but ſing I can donoleſs, there is no reaſon J ſhould deny it, 
- & therekoze will declare it with li cenſe of this mp company. — 
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will allow whatſoever vou ſhall do, ſaid they. The P2inceſs 
Aurora was at this time in great fear leſt they ſhould be known, 
thinking that Don Gallaneo had ſeen them in the Caſtle when 
Don Briinel was carried thither , but they deceived themlelves 
fo he had not (en them but armed when he was there taken, Don 
Bcllianis replyiug to the Soldan, ſaid, You ſhall know (my god 
Lozd ) Jam called the Knight of the golden Image, becauſe A 
bear it on my ſhield, and J aſſure you at this pzeſent J have no 
her name, neither may J have it, till J be commanded the con- 
trary. This my companion, pointing to Don Briancl, nomina- 
ted the venturous Knight, and this other is the Pꝛince Arkileo, if 
wer you heard him named befoze , Pzince and ſole Meir of the 
kingdom of Raſia. This Lady whom we accompany, is the King 
of Carcaſius daughter, with whom thzough a certain adventure 
we were all going to the King her Fathers Court. This is 
ill, moſt uoble Lozd, what in this caſe J can declare, pꝛoteſting by 
the faith of a Knight, J may not moꝛe diſcover 3 fo2 J my [elf do 
z0ot know it. You Have done with me ( replied the Doldan)al- 
though J deſired larger infozmation, and ſeeing there remains no 
noze to do, J p2ay pou unlace pour helms, that my deſtre map 


be further ſatiſfied. Arſileo and Don Briancl ſtraightway obeyed, 


being very glad to hear how well Don Bellianis had anſwered : 
which done, they all highly commeuded them foz their b2ave dil⸗ 
poſition. The Ptinceſs Aurora being ſozrowful not knowing 
what reply Don Bellianis would make, with great joy ſtepped 
knto him, and unlaced his helm: whoſe fair complexion with the 
gallant conſtitution ofhis well knit members, and ſtrength of 
body was highly admired, having his hair like threads of maſſy 
gold, diſheveled hanging ou his ſhoulders. The light ok this 
his rare favour, with his haughty exploits in arms, made them 
amazedly think him the offſp2ing of the mighty God of war, 
judging it impolſible that any moztol creature ſhould poſſeſs 
two ſuch cxtreams, wherein he ſurpaſſed all in the compaſs of the 
earth, Ye was of ſtature higher than any Knight of that age, 
bis hands long and lnewy, betokening his exceſſive ſtrength, his 
houlders big and large, whoſe bzeadch might mainly bear 
the puiffant burthen of old Ail:s fozces. Mis face whiter than the 
pureſt Alabaſter, commixt with the roſeate colouz of a natural 
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ted. Therein was placed his eagle penetrating inſkrument of 
ſight, as bzight as the reſplendent rays of the meridian Dun:and 
to conclude, there was none afflicted with black heart⸗oppꝛesſing 
melancholy, but in examining his perfections,would,on a ſudden 
baniſh that enemy to quiet pleaſure. Ye had mo2eover a certain 
manner of mild gravity, that with it he dꝛew unto him the love of 
the admirers : fo? it being with anger moved, there could be ng 
countenance moze ſtern than his; pet he ſo refrained Himſelf by 
fozcing it from him, that ſtraight he would expel it. Me was g 
great maintainer and lover of juſtice, that if any did comnit a 
fault, oz exceed, he himſelf would ſee him puniſhed, None in his 
time could equal him in foꝛces. Mis ſpeech was rare, but wiſe; 
and never ſpake but pzemeditated upon occaſion, When the Sol- 
dan ſaw ſuch accompliſhed perfections a nd compleat valoz in ont 
Knight,he again embzaced him, conct iving ſo great pleaſure, that 
had not the marriage of his daughter been ſo forward, he would 
willingly without further knowledg what he was, given her him 
fo2 his wife, and at laſt he brake their ſilence with theſe words: 
MPoſt glozious Knight, JA impute it no fault in pou, in being fo un⸗ 
willing to diſcover unto us your rare parts, which only to the 
immoztal Gods, as things altogether proper and appertaining to 
themſelves do belong, to whom A render recountleſs thanks, that 
in my time they have vouchſafed to ſend ſo great a wonder among 
us in this our age. At that time Don Bellianis would Have kiſſey 
his hands to which he not conſenting, arrived the Pꝛincels Perfi- 
ana with Don Gallaneo, leading with them the P2inceſs Aurom, 
Whereupon the Soldan and the Knights mounted on their hoy 
les, and the Ladies on their Palfreys , and Don Bellianis Having 
his wounds firft dzefſed by the Damolels, who alſo did the like to 
the Knights of the Bꝛidge, they twk their way to Perſepolis. The 
Dukes train was erceding merry, to have in their company ſo 
famous Knights fo2 thoſe triumphs +: Don Brianel, that was 
called the adventurous Knight, ſtepped to the beauteous Perſiz- 
na, and as one that in Courtly courtefie, and pleaſant diſcourſes 
was inferio2 to none, ſaid to her: Seeing fair Pzinceſs, mp 
name is not oppoſite againſt any favouz J may receive, J beleech 
you make me thereby aſſured firm againſt all changes of all re⸗ 
volving chance: in ſign whereof, grace me by pour grant, wy 
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the leading of your Palkrey by the reins, whereby J may with 
the fruition of pour divine company, injoy all that J may deſire, 
which is to reſt ſole yours for ever, fince ponder Knight (mean- 
ing Don Gallaneo) hath taken on him my office with the P2in- 
ceſs my Lady. This he ſaid becauſe Don Gallaneo did lead the 
Pꝛinceſs Aursra's palfrey, which though te ſuffered, was to 
diſſmble that ſhe knew him not, rather deſiring his death, than 
at his hands any ſuch favour. The like wiſh wiſhed the Duke 
Alfiron. The Pzinceſs Perſiana, no leſs gallant in talk, than 
tareneſs of beauty, replyed : | 

J would uot (fir Knight )that about your ſervice, the Pzinceſs 
your Lady and J ſhould far r : but ſeeing ſhe doth accept a ſtran- 
ger ko; her ſervice, ſhe ſhall receive the guerdon of her change: 
and therewith ſhe gave him the reins, which he gladly tok, to 
whom the Pzinceſs Aurora ſ#id , J know not fir adventurous 
Knight, wherein J have ſo much diſcontented pou, that pou ſhould 


ſo ſon dzown me in oblivion t but if it were in commanding vou 


top20ve the adventure of the bzidge, hencefozth will J be moze 
conſiderate, and ſo you ſhall be leſs grieved; yet notwithſtand⸗ 
ing all things have ſo well befallen pou that you have no cauſe of 
grievance. True, ſaid he, ik the Pzince Arſileo had not got mo2e 
by that p2of than J. Mhat have A obtainey moze 2 demanded 
Arlileo, The commandement of my Lady the Pzinceſs (ſaid he) 
beſides the hozſe you Have under pou. Do have you got pour ar- 
mour which you had loſt ( anſwered Arlileo ) fo; which you are 
beholving to the Knight of the goldem Image. J have no reaſon 
to thank himfoꝛ it (replied he) foz he did it moꝛe to keep his own 
that are ſo excellent, than becauſe J ſhould not loſe mine. Then 
were it god, ſaid Don Bellianis, ſince pou will not thank me foz 
them, that you reſtoze them back to me. We ſhall not ſo ſon 
end this quarrel as pou did the other (replyed Don Brianel) fo2 
the Knights loking fko2 pours, would to have them, willingly let 
me have mine. Let this paſs ( ſaid Don Gallaneo) fo: had you 
loſt thele your gallant diſpoſicions pou would have gotten others. 
In this manner at length they arrived at the City, even at the 
days departing, giving place unto the nighily u gliſtering irs 
twinkling in the firmament , where they found the people at- 
{ending fo2 their coming with lights any tozches, who in trops 
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filled up the Cireets, that they had no way to paſs 3 foz the news 
being \p2cad, that one Bnight had vanquiſhed the keepers of the 
unhappy bzidge, they all flocked to ſe him, as a wonder, demand⸗ 
ing one of another which was he, never enough latiſfied with his 
ſight, that all this while talked with Don Gzllanco, till they all 
came to the Pallace gate, where they alighted. The beauteoug 
Perſiana was diſmotinted by Don Bellianis, that ſaid to Don Bii- 
nel: A have at this time (Dir Adventurous Knight) deceived 
you of the reward of pour labour, having on fot obtained moze 
than you, in all this journey, Pou are all againſt me ( replied | 
he) but J may have a time to cry quittance with you fo2 it, Don Þ no 
Gallanco taking the P2inceſs Aurora in his arms, they all en⸗ gi 
tred the royal Ball , whence all their company departed. The 
Soldan impo2tuned the th2e Knights to ſtay within the Palace, 
which he could not obtain. Foz they auſwcred they would in no 
wiſe leave the Duke, till the triumphs were ended: ſo ſaid the ch 
Pzinceſs Aurora, that never would diſaſſociate her nights; and K w 
ſo with leave of the Soldan and his daughter, they alſs departed, 


re 
Well did Don Bellianis note when they were taking their ie 
leave, how the Duke Alfiron ſhcwed no god will towards Galla- 1 f 


neo, wherefoze he was deſirous to be certified thereof: and bes I «i 
ing come to the Dukes palace, that was one of the beſt andgrea- Þ ? 
teſt in the City, Don Bellianis would not tap fo2 ſupper 3 but M 
finding himſelf weak thzough the much blöd he had loſt, cat . 0 
himſelf on a bed that was made foz him, where his Damoſels  t 
did again dzeſs his wounds, while the Duke and the reſt late to 


! 
ſupper: where they were lo well ſerved, as they had been in 
Con'!tantinople, and after went to viſit Don Bellianis, whence. 
Acparting, they went to repoſe their wearied bodies. 

CRAP AHL 


The conference between the Princeſs Perſiana, and the Duke A- 
firon, with the Knight of the Golden Image. 


Ye next mozning ſcarce had the Dun mounted on his fiery 
wain, to make his ozbed courſe about the wozld, but the 
Duke Alnron went to viſit the Knight of the golden Image,; 
lo; by no other name would he be known to them, unlels it were. 
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to the Putnceſs and Ladies: and entring his chamber, he found 
him riſing, though his wounds were great, The Duke with a 
kind congey gave him the god mozrow, and laid, Trouble not 
your ſelf to riſe, Dir Knight, foz your wounds map put you in 
great pain. Thinking you went to the Tourney (.anſwered the 
Pzince ) J would make me ready. What ſhall we do there to 
day, replyed the Duke but J believe if the Soldan knew you 
were lo weak he would come to viſit pou. Then were it not a- 
mils ( ſaid the Prince) to ſave him that labour. 

With this entred the Ladies alſo to viſit him, bidding him in 
no caſe to riſe till they further adviſed him: wherewith he lap 
ſtill: & ſo the Ladies left him with the Duke. But he having great 
deſire to be avenged on Don Gallaneo, by reaſon of the pꝛomiſe 
he had made his father, and perceiving the Duke had like intent, 
and deſiring to know it, ſaid to him: Tell me Dir, which of all 
thoſe Knights was the P2ince Don Gallaneo of Antioch * That 
was he (replied the Duke) that led the Princeſs Aurora by the 
reins of her palfrep, bon to rob me of my earthly joys. What 
is the cauſe thereof , demanded he foy ſo great a Lo2d as you 
ſhould eaſily be revenged onfany perſon whatſoever, being moved 
thereto. This is not the thing that may remedy my grief(faid the 
Duke.) Pet J pray you let me know it (ſaid Don Bellianis.) Then 
thus began the Duke: A was a long time captivated in the love 
of the beauteous Pꝛincels Perſiana, and of her ſo highly favoured, 
that with little labour J might have obtained her foz my wife. if 
my revolting fates had not oppoſed themſelves againſt my hap⸗ 
pinels: and ſo declared to him the whole p2oceſs of his love, 
with ſuch ſozrow, that Don Bellianis could not reſtrain his tears, 
taking great compalſion on him, though glad in that this might 
be a means to effect his own intent, and thus anſwered. Do not 


think pour matter fo hapleſs, but imagine you may by ſome. 


means attain the Pꝛincels Perſiana to pour wife. J cannot ver- 
lwade my felf ( replied the Duke) there map be any remedy 
foz my grief, Foz to mozrow after dinner the Jouſts begin, 
and the lame mozning the Pꝛzincels is married to Don Galla- 
neo, whereby J lee no hope but death koz anchozage and to end 


all my pains, oz to depzive my life ok mp vital ſenſes. befoze 


My epes do view it. Do not afflict pour foul ſaid Den. Bellianis) 


oz 
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fo; A have thought upon a mean which if you agree thereto, is, 
that to mozrow we meet at the Zourny, where if Don Gallaneo 
(thinking himſelf the beſt Bnight within this Court) doth en⸗ 
ter, there allo J mean to be in an unknown armoz, and meti 
with him will diſappoint him of his new betrothed love. Foz J 
have no leſs deſire than pou to ſend him out of the wozld, And 
to the end with moze ſecreſie we may do it, pot-ſhall give out 3 
am ſo ſoze wounded that A reſt unable to riſe,;andſ\o Don Galla- 
neo ſhall not ſcape my hands, and pour intent ſhall be at full acs 
compliſhed. Ik this fail, pou have ſuch Knights, that with them 
maugre all the Court, J will conduct her where you will, The 
Duke hearing this knew not where he was, with joy; and imbza⸗ 
cing him, ſaid, Not without great cauſe (renouned Kniccht of the 
golden Image) did A from the firſt hour J ſaw you, compzize 
luch love of pou, and was ſo ſuddenly affected, as the man in 
whom might conſiſt the remedy of my tozmente, although we 
know not fully how we ſhall accompliſh it, by reaſon at this pze- 
ſent there is above 50000 Bnichts in the Court that A daubt 
we ſhall not ſo eaſily ſcape with our lives, foz all J little regary 
my own. Think not ſo much on the end (replyed Don Bellianis) 
if you ſee the matter happily begun; foz there is nothing fo ſurely 
grounded, but the beginning will require great labouz elpecially 
luch enterpꝛiſes as theſe, Mherekoze my opinion is, ſeeing our 
time is ſo ſhozt, that you ſend half of pour men to attend our cos 
ming in the way we mult take, ſome ten miles hence, taking 
with them double hozſing that when we arrive with ours tired, 
and being there fozced to fight, we may find freſh hozſes. and this 
done a thouſand choſen men will ſerve to fetch her hence, ſo that 
they perfectly;know theiway. The Duke liked well of this coun- 
fel: where they bzoke oft, being advertiſed How the Soldan and 
the Pꝛincels Perſiana, with all the chick nobility (except Don 
Gallanco ) that remained about another?matter , which ſhall be 
declared, came to viſit him; wherefoze the Duke hearing it, went 
to'meet him, vet fo2 all his haſt he found him coming up the ſtairs 
talking with che Pzinces Arſileo, Don Brianel and Aurora that 
went fozth to receive them: who when thep ſaw the Duke go 
toward them, the Pzincels Perſiana ſaid, J fear, (great Duke von 
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are already aſlured of the Uicto2y of the Jouſts, being in com- 
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pany of ſuch valiant Knights, which makes you thus keep your 
Chamber at this time a dap, notwithſtanding J canztell pon, you 
have many adverſaries 2. therefoze adviſe pour ſelf and lok well 
what you have todo, aud muſt in your own defence perfo2m. 
The Duke kneeling befoze her, demanded her beauteous hands 
to kiſs them foz the favour the did him by her god counſel , and 
that none might hear, replyed, Ik pour divine favouz, moſt excel⸗ 
lent Lady doth not kozſake me, J may ſecurely reſt fearleſs of 
all dangers : but J doubt A ſhall with pour abſence remain alto- 
— unable thereto, having loſt the fruition of pour divine 
vour poſſeſſed by a ranger in my ſight, The Pzincels made 
him riſe, and that ſhe might moze at her pleaſure talk with 
him, tok him by hand, and that every one might hear, (aid, 
dering yon have thus long been idle, A mean now to task you 
foz your labour; for pou ſhall be this day my Guardian foz that 
the adveuturous Knight map not be both the Pzinceſles and 
mine, c therefoze will A renounce him, having ſo ſon forgotten 
me, Then belike mp ſelf, being deſirous (laid Don Brianel) to 
obtain both pour favours , muſt now fear to loſe all: pet am A 
content that my Lo2d the Duke may have the inheritance of my 
place. Thus chatting they arrived at Don-Bellianis lodging who 
would have riſen to receive them, but the Soldan would not 
ſufferit : and going to his bed fide, demanded how he felt him- 
ſelf ? whereunto he replyed , A cannot but do well ( moſt dzead 
Lo2d,) reſting ſo bound to your imperial Majeſty, that J know 
not how J may acknowledg ſatisfaction fo; the leaſt of theſe 
your ropal favours which fozceth me in no lels pain, than the 
grief of my late received wounds. While they were all earneſtly 
talking, the Pzinceſs Perſiana, ſaid to the Duke, What intend + 
you to do again to mozrows Tournament, oz will you not be 
there? J will do no moze (ſaid he) than you will command me; 
ko: J come with no other intent. Theu the ſaid , leeing pon 
leave it to my diſpoſe , A think becauſe the Knight of the golden 
Image, by reaſon of his wounds cannot be there , that you fail 
not; foz pou ſhall reap greater favour at my hands than Don 
Gallaneo: in token whercof A preſent you this Flag, and ſet it 
on the top ok pour Creſt , which with mp hands J wzought.un- 
known to any 3 which that none did ſes ſhe. twk it out of 48 
pocket 


Patch, done contrary to my hearts intent. Me and Jhave cons 
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pocket, and gave it him. The Duke received it with wonderful 
content and kiſt her hand, reſting the jopkfulleſt man alive. Think 
not much of that J do, foz my kather kozceth it, and J would pur 
my lelk in danger to avoid it: and J have greatly reſoyced that 
you bzought with you ſuch valiant warriozs, as at the unhappy 
bzidge A ſaw. Foz if the Bnight of the golden Image were ng 
as he is, J would have intreated him to p2ocure to diſſolve thig 


ferred about this matter (ſaid the Duke) yet ſpeak you with him 


about it, that he may know this to be with your conſent ; where, 


part with Arſileo whom he Highly eſtemed, knowing him to he 
as great a Pzince as Don Bellianis had ſaid, The Pzincelg 
Per ſiana ſeeing ſo god occaſion, demanded how he felt himſelf 
with his great wounds, as much grieving foz them as though he 
were the Prince her b2other, and the mo2e, being in a time when 
the lo much needed the help of his unconquerable ſtrength to the 
ſubverting of her enemies: whereto he anſwered 3 J do feel my 
ſelf ( moſt excellent Pꝛinceſs) very well, eſpectally to accomy 
pliſh any thing appertaining to your high ſervice 3 wheretoze al; 
luredly command and implop me any way wherein mp wo2thi- 
neſs may p2evail foz your behof.Jt is no [mall pzomile ( replie WM th 
the ) you offer me; foz as J do greaily need it, ſo ſhall J have Ill ce 
cauſe to employ the greateſt part of your valour. And therefoze MW. 

( moſt glorious Knight) know, as you already have underſt@d of n 
the Puke, that the Soldan mp father hath determined to marry I ni 
me to the Pꝛince Don Gallaneo which doth ſo tozment my pal. ce 
ſion bzoken heart, that J here vow, if all other means of my de- I ht 
ſired remedy do fail me, my p2oper hand ſhall finiſh the tragick Þ 1 
ſcene of my afflicted life, ere J wtll conſent to this unfo2tunate Þ bi 
wedding: and though many Nobles have ſolicited my father to Þ re 
the contrary, yet will he not be ſatiſfied, anſwering them words Þ 1} 
unbeleeming both his Majeſty and their Eſtates. UWherefoze ik al 
I have cauſe ſo to complain of my ſoul conſuming griefs (if ever J 0! 
vou felt the like) you may cafily judge. And to conclude,J was Þ I 
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determined to marry none but the Duke Alfiron the Courteous, Þ| tl 


Foz when A ſawyour high admired deeds in the battel, J then Þ b 
aſluredmy ſelf of help. But now thzough your grievous wounds It 
it 
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it hath ſince lo increaſed, that had J not ſo diſcovercd mp diicor:- 
tent unto you, J had to mozrow wedded me to death, rather than 
d pur to him J ſo abhoz. Therefoze this only A intreat pou, that com⸗ 
that miſerating the Cate of me the moſt unhappieſt Pꝛincels living, 
appy you would p2ocure ſome redzels to terminate my woes, that J 
e not map not fall into his hands whom moztally I hate, J mean Don 
this Gallaneo, wherein pou ſhall commit no erroz againſt my father, 
con- whole decaying honour with his life will be augmented by his 
him death. Foꝛ Don Gallaneo is not the man that merits his daugh- 
gert ter, being a Bnight of the leaſt faith at this time living. And 
d % Jcannot be perlwaded that fo famous and glozious a Pyince as 
to be che Emperoꝛ of Greece, could by him be aſlaulted, unleſs it were 
icels © with treaſon and ſuch like. And the greateſt cozroſive to mp 
nſelf heart is, J cannot in ſome night ſteal out of the Palace, and ſo 
ch he depart with the Duke whereſoever he would convey me: which 
vhen my father ſuſpecting keepeth me with a Guard. Thus have J 
(ür Knight ) diſcloſed the tenoz of my griefs, beſeeching you, 
that if any hope hang in the angry ſkies fo2 my releaſe, you would 
let me knowit; aſſuring your ſelf, J will refuſe no danger, and 
will undergo all perils, accounting them as greateſt plealures, ſo 
thereby J may fruſtrate this deteſted match. Don Bellianis all 
this while reſted much amazed to ſee how palſtonately the Pꝛin⸗ 
habt tels grieved, and with what confideuce ſhe had manifeſted 
?foze MW unto him her mind: and without longer deliberating on the 
dd of matter, as if he had reſolved thereon, with content of his com pa⸗ 
arty nion, replped, great is the Pleaſure Jhave received ( molt ex⸗ 
pal. cellent Pzinceſs) with the knowledge of this pour reſolve, 
p de- having thereon ere this conferred with the Duke, and ſo Jon⸗ 
gick J ly expected this pour high command, and allo hoping you will 
nate bind me to pour perpetual obſervation by your vilitation., A 
r to | remained thus in bed, by which occaſion J moze cenvenient- 
02ds lp might know the reſolution of your mind, which now being 
2e if I aſſured ok, you ſhall need do no moze, than commit the execution 
ever ok all unto my charge, your ſelf ſeeming to know nothing: koz 
was Þ I pꝛoteſt and prꝛomile pou, never moze after to put on armoz, if 
ous, this marriage be effected with Don Gallanco , And doubt not 
hen Þ but with the help of the immoztal Gods, it ſhall be as J lar: but 
nds left we ſhould fozce ſuſpicion by our long diſcourſe , J will not 
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any longer ſtay von. With which concluſton ſhe reſted the con 
tentedſt Lady in the wozld, ſeeing how well thoſe affairs would 
P2oceed accozding to her deſire, only fo2 that the Knight of the vi 
golden Image had ſo confidently undertaken ſo weighty a charge, 
And ſo akter ſome teremonies becween them, the fell in difconrfe 
with the other Knighis and Ladies, while the Soldan was taking 
his leave of Don Bellianis and the Py2incels Aurora; and the 
like did his daughter. Which done and both parties refting ton, 
tent, they departed toward the Pallace,# with them the Pzincey 
Arſilco, and Don Brianel, with. the Duke, who leaving then 
there, returned to their Lodgings to ozder their determined pur 
poles : whereupon thep ſtraight commanded that two thonſany 
Knights ſhould that night depart, and attend their coming to Di. 
ana's gtove. And themlelves pꝛepaxed how and in what manner 
they would meet in the Tourny the enluing dap, and fo expeun 
the next mozrow with hope to execute their determination. 


CHAP, XV. 
What conference paſſed between the Prince Don Gallaneo, and 
his Couſin Don Galfeo the unknown: and how they reſolved 
to kill the Knight of the golden Image and his Companions, 


Any and great were the thoughts that troubled Don Gal- 

| laneo , ſewing that the Knight of the Golden Image had 
ended the Adventure of the Bzidge, which made him imagine he 
Hould know him by comparing the haughty deeds he then Had 
done in that battel, to equal thoſe he ſaw him do in the conflict at 
Conſtantinople , where he aided the Emperoz Don Bellaneo; 
wherefoze taking apart his couſin Don Galfeo the unknown, 
brake into theſe ſpeches : I cannot tell (god couſin ) whether 
pou have marked what JA have , and known that which grieves 
me to the heart: pet notwithſtanding, know fo? certainty, and 
am perſwaved that the Knight of the golden Image is he that 
fousht againſt us at Conſtantinople, in the battel of the Empe⸗ 
rour Don Bellaneo: whom if he, then comes he only to p2vcure 
our utter overth2ow, by untimely death. Foz though the Empe⸗ 
roz ſhould be dead, pet A ſo fear them, that until J have the Pzin⸗ 
ceſs in my power, J all not reſt,thꝛough crtremity of * 
| t hole 
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thoſe diſkurbing thoughts which have lo berekt me ok my eules. 
that J know not what courſe to take: Don Galfeo hereat amazed, 
ii reply. Either J have been blind, oz not my lelk, in not noting 


thoſe Bnights as you have: pet aſſure your ſelf(fo2 ſo do J) that 
the Emperour is himlelf come diſguiſed with them. Foz in the 


F | confilict with him, there was but two, & now there is the, which 


doth confirm it, elſe could no Knights in the wozld perform ſuch 
admirable deeds againſt the Knights of the bzidge, but the Em⸗ 
pero2- Therefoze determine what vou will have done with them, 
fince we have them at our pleaſure in the Dukes Pallace. None 
of them is the @mperoz, foz J know him very well ( ſaid Don 
Gallaneo. ) But know (J think it beſt ) to mozrow when the 
jouſts begin, the Duke betug general of the adventurers, and J 
of the Courtiers , pou ſhall take five hundzed choſen Knights, 
aid with them march tothe Dukes lodging, which you ſhall find 
without. any guard; There go up to the Chamber the Knight li- 
ah in loze wounded , where you may eaſily dep2ive him ok his 
life, and the like will J do by His companions in the field. All 
this appz0ved, Don Galteo being as falſe a traits2 as his couſin 3 
aud that. night they p2epared thoſe men they thought meet foꝛ 
that Euterpꝛize, determining to put the Pzinceſs to death be⸗ 
io their malice were known. 
CHAP. XXVI. 

How the Tourney began : and in what danger the Adventurous 
Knight and Arſileo were put by Don Gallaneo's Knights, 


Ne, ſoner had the ſplendent Dunne, expelling the obſcure 
V darkneſs from the glomp skies, clearing the mozn with his 
night light, on that in every place ſs celebzated dapof B. Joho, 
but wich unkpeakable and long hoped joys, there began in the 
City of Perſepolis, ſuch echoing noiſe of military inſtruments, as 
if it had been like to be lubverted by fury of ſome terrible aſſault 
of forzeign foes. Though the ſtreets were nothing ſeon but moſt 
ſumptuous and rich furnitures, and many and divers rare inven- 
tions , fo2 all manner of new deviſed paſtimes. AU rhe people 
Nepared themſelves as appertained to the celebzation of ſo 
mighty a P2zinceſs Nuptials. The Knights on the other ſive, 
though they apparrelled themſelves with rich * 

L 2 | roves, 
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robes, yet had they ſpecial care of their armo2, and hozſe, which 
in the afternon they ſhould uſe, The Pzince Don Gallaneo 
( after he had agreed with his couſin that towards the evening he 
{ould be in readineſs to execute their appointment) did ſuper; 
biouſly-addzu himlelk, and accompanied with many Knights any 
L o2ds, in number two thouſand, he went to the Palace, where by 
the way he met the Kings of Armenia, and Tellifanty, with 
many other ſtrangers, amongſt whom were above thirty Dukes 
and Carls, and with the ſound of innumerable Trumpets am 
all other ſozts of harmonious inſtruments, whole far reſouny. 
ing noiſe made all the vallies there adjoyning echo with their 
ſound till they arrived at the Palace, where they attended their 
return, while the excellent and fair Pzinceſs Perſiana iſluey 
foxth with admired beauty, that it moze increaſed the Duke 
Altirons grief, Yer Gown was of white Batten cut upon cloth 
of Gold, tackt with Silk, and golden Twiſt, and dzawn forth 
in roſes, in the middle of every one was ſet an oziental Pearl of 
great bigneſs,that it made the Gown of ſuch exceſſive value, that 
every one eſteemed it worth no leſs than the whole City of Per. 
ſepolis 3 her amber hair like the thzeds of fineſt gold, was in 
treſſes in a net of the ſame ſtuff knit togethe2, wherein was pla⸗ 
ted a Cozonet, ſe twith great and fair Daphires, in the middeſt 
whereof ſoda ſtone graven with the Image of the God of Love 
with his bow and arrows: whoſe ſparkling bzightneſs would. 
have darkened the light of a great Tozch. The Duke Altiron 
when he ſaw her in this manuer , remained altogether without 
kling: which Arſileo (that was nigh him) ſeeing, ſaid unto him 
very ſoftly, Lok to pour ſelf (moſt noble Duke) leſt pou diſcover 
what hitherto hath ben unknown, Whereat the Duke recove- 
red himſelf, greatly abaſhed at the accident: but every one was 
ſo occupied in eying the Ptinceſs, that they little regarded any 
other. Mhereupon the Pzince Arſileo and Don Briancl, tok 
her by the hands and led her to the Palace fairs, where they all 
mounted on ſuch hozſes and Palfreys as appercained to their 
high ſtate: in which equipage they went to.their chief Temple, 
where by the high Pꝛieſt they were married accozding to the 
Pagan rites: which done, they returned to dinner, dining to⸗ 
gether, dzowned in all earchlp joys , wanting nothing that 
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any moztal heart can by wiſhing comprehend, chough at the ban⸗ 
guet the thoughts of many were diverſe : Foz the Duke Alſiron 
thought how he might take the P2incels tram Don Gallaneo, 
and enjoy. her after the taking. Don Briancl and Arſiſco, how 
they might ipotl him of his like, & he of theirs, with che knights 
of the golden Image: but the Princes Perſiana had all Her ima⸗ 
ginations buſted moze upon the pꝛomile of che knight of the golden. 
Image, than on the diverſity of diſhes befo2e her. 

Dinner being ended, all the Knighis were lo arm themſelves 
to be ready at the appointed hour, with their Captain in field. The 
Jouſts were ozdained to bez within the City, in a lpacious and 
large field, koz that purpoſe appointed. Don Bellianis though 
ſoze wounded, role and armed him in green armour, interlaced 
with many ſtreaks of gold which the Duke had given him, who 
commanded all the Uni his to march away, leaving him alone, 
that he might more ſecretly go himſelf. The Duke went accom- 
panied with Arſileo and Don Briane], ozdering his men as one 


little eſteeming his enemies, having ſo great defence in thoſe two 


valiant warriers,and his hope in the knight of the golden image. 


With him jopned the Kings of. Armenia. and Tetlifanti, having 


on their ſide. above 25 thouland choſcn Knights, which in 
campariſon. of the Courtiers were but a handful, foz Don Gal- 
laneo trebled that number: who by this appeared on the other 
ſide with all his troops well ozdered, & with gallant demonſtra⸗ 
tion. Then on an imperial theatre mounted the @oldan,the Two 
P1inceſſes Perſtana and Aurora, that till that time had not gone 
abzoad: who ſo ſon as they were all letled, the Soldan comman- 
ded the ſignal to be given by the Trumpets, whereat Don Bria- 
nel, that had the leading of the firſt lquadzon ſet fozwards with 
it againſt a kinſman of Don Gallaneo's, whom he unhozſt with 
four moze befoze he bzoke His Lance, The lquadzons bzeak⸗ 
ing thzough each other, made ſuch tumult with the incounter of 
(pears, \wo2ds, and divers other weapons, that beholders thought 
all the ſtrength of the wozld had been there met: who ſo cloſed 
together, that having no rom to handy. , blows , would by 
weſtling overth2ow. cach other, that Pozſeman tumbled to 
the ground, and he that once fell, did moze ſtrive to get out of 
the pꝛeaſſe, than to return to the fight. Fut Don Brianel 6 
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his enemies to dofible their men in number, thzuſt himſelf with⸗ 
in the moſt furp of dhe battel, where hard by the Doldans Thea⸗ 
tre, meeting with aBuight of ſtature like a gitayt, called Fydaſto 
the cruel, raiſcd both their lwozds, and together at one time diſ- 
charged on each other fuch blows, that Fydaſto was overth2own 
and wounded on the head, and Don Brianel bowed to the pom- 
mel ok his ſaddle, with great courage ſtaying himſelf. This wag 
one of the Knights that Don Gallaneo had charged to kill Don 
Brianel and Arſileo: who. ſeeing himfelf down, with a deviliſh 
rage role, and with a hoarce voice cryed, Down with the Knight 
that againſt the oder and law of Tourney, beareth an edges 
fwo;d; whereof he had no cauſe to complain, foz he and the o- 
ther two Bnights that had the like charge did wear the like, 
Straight was the adventurous Knight tmcompaſſed with above 
a thonland Knights , that leaving their tilt, onfy p2ocured his 
death. But he ſo demeaned himſelf among them, that in a trice 
he beat to the ground about twenty ſoze wounded : and pet his 
men could not come to help him, by reaſon of the multitude that 


had inckofed him. Then Arſileo ſæing this, molt valiantly pyickt 


forth with his ttop, and Don Galanco, that nought tmagined 
but their deaths, bzandiſhing his truncheon, made againſt him 
with all His battet , that Don Brianel mighc nat be fuccoured; 
the like did the Duke Alfiron with the remnant of his men, any 
in the midſt of the field they met with ſuch force, that mot of 
them wiſhed themſelves far thence at this time. The Duke and 
the two Knights ſtreight entred among their adverſaries.perfoz- 
ming it very bravely.But Arſileo, that had no other intent than 
to help Don Brianel, paſſed thozow the thickeſt of the fquad2on, 
that none durſt withſtand him, and entred within their ring, 
where they flew their hozles, pꝛocuring the like by them. But 
they began to make ſuch deſtruction ok them, that they had 
laid at their feet above a hundzed Knights, ſome lain outright, 
and ſome grievouſty wounded: and all that beheld the fight, 
thought it ill done, that fo many Knights ſhould only ſet upon 
two: inſomuch that the Boldan was about to deſcend to part 
them. Where we leave them, foz we muſt diſcourſe a while 
what befet Don Bellianis iu his lodging. 5 

CHAP. 
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CHAP: XVII. | 
What happened Don Bellianis in the Dukes Palace, with Galfeo 

the unknown and his Knights: his death, with the end of 
the Tourney. 


A? ſon as Don Gallaneo was departed to the Tournep, his 
couſin Galteo the unknown tok the 50% Knights, and went 
to the Dukes lodging, having underſfod by his ſpies how he was 
thence going, and that the Knight of the golden Image remained 
there alone: where being arrived, he commanded his men to 
follow him up; but then Don Bellianis having put on the Dukes 
armour, was ready to go-to the tilt,thinking it time to be gone. 
But hearing a noiſe at the gate, loked out at a window falling 
upon the ſtairs and ſeing lo many Knights there, was amazed; 
and with a loud voice ſafd, What ſ&k you here Knights, at ſuch 
time when all are gone to the tourney 2 Don Galfco loked up, 
and ſeeing him in that armonr , knew him not, and diſſembling 
his intent ſaid, God Knight J pray you ſhew us him ok the gol⸗ 
den Image, koz we mult needs ſpeak wirh him. Pou may not 
enter here (ſaid he) foz the Duke my maſter hath ſo tommand⸗ 
ed. And having ſo ſaid, went towards the ſtairs in great haſte, 
where he found Don Galfeo entring the gallery , and drawing” 
fozth his [wozd, ſaid, It is in vain Knight whatſoever thou art 
to pals farther here, thou oz auy elſe without the Duke my ma- 
ſters leave. Don Galfeo Hereat conceived Tuch tre by thele 
wozds, that allo dzawing fo2th His wozd, ſaiv, Down with the 
trayto2 that will deny us the entry. But Don Bellianis with his 
{wo2d,put himſelf among them, that in little ſpace with great fu⸗ 
ty and force he lew above thirty of them: which ld amazed the 
reſt , that they began to retire back as far as the ffairs, But 
with the fury that poſſeſſed Don Bellianis, he ſo Handled them, 
that in an evil hour he came to ſ&k him: and ſeing Don Gal- 
ſeo above the reſt troubled him, ſtrok him ſuch a blow on the 
[wo2d-arm,that cut in two it fell on the earth, aud after he gave 
him another on his head, that cleft it down to his cars. ,'Never 
was there ſeen a night behave Himſelf better among ſo many. 
But they preaſed upon him in ſ\uth ſozt, that he Had like to have 
been greatlp endangered: pet he dziving them all. befoze him 
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down faire, made ſich deſtruction of them, that koz very Ate 
they tumbled one upon another, and ſeing {them give back, fol 
lowed them out. of the Palace, & in their delpight did beat them 
into a bzoad ard, thinking better to defend himſelf there, than 
in ſo cloſe a rom: where he lo uled the ſtrength of his mighty 
arms, that he got a hozſe ok many that ran loſe, wherewith he 
renewed his maſſacring of them. There was already gathered 
much people of the City with their weapons, not knowing the 
cauſe why ſo many were aſſembled in the Dukes Palace; and 
when they ſaw them all upon one Knight, they helped him. Don 


Gallaneo's Bnight with moze than the third part ok their fellows 


dead, and ling Don Galfeo flain, and how their treaſon fo; 
that time: would not be effected by the extream valour of that 
Knight, fled away. Don Bellianis not willing to follow them; 
turned toward the Dukes Palace, where taking one of them, 
he ſet his-\wo2d to his thꝛoat, and thzeatned to kill him, if he de⸗ 
nied the cauſe of their coming in that manner to lk the Knight 
of the golden Image, and in pꝛelence of many of the City, he 
confeſſed, how commanded by their Lo2d Don Gallaneo, they 
came to murder him. What meant your Lo2d by doing lo? 
C ſaid Don Bellianis.) J know no mo2ethan A have ſatd (repli- 
ed the man.) God be p2aiſed (ſaid Don Bellianis ) that your 
Lo2ds treachery hath not taken effect. Then mounting his hozle 
he rid to the tilt-yard , where he loked on every fide, and law 
how the Dukes men tarried back,ſeking foz the Pzinceſs, Arſileo 
and Don Brianel , and not ſeeing them, he tok a big Lance, and 
put himſelf againſt Don Gallaneo's Knights, and the firſt he met 
he overthꝛew to the ground, doing the like to above thirty bekoze 
he bzake it, and incouraging the Dukes failing trops, renew⸗ 
ed their fight ſo fiercely upon the Courtiers, that they feared to 
loſe what they had befoze won, and like a man diſtract, not ſer- 
ing his companions, ſo wounded his adverſaries, that happy was 
he that fartheſt. could get from him, whereby every one made 
him ample paſſage to go by, for never a blow he gave neither 
with Twozd oz Tance , but he overthzew a Knight. Which the 
Dopht ſeing cryed out , O mighty Mahomet ! what admirable 
ſtrength is this of pou Knight! But all this while Don Gallanco 
And his nights had lo roundly beſet Don Briane! and Arſileo, 


that 
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that it was imposſible they ſhould eſcape alive, though moſt vali⸗ 
antly they defended themſelves. When there arrived a Unight 
to Don Gillaneo and in His ear told him all that befel his cou⸗ 
in Don Galfeo with Don Bellianis, who being not far off from 
them, he pointed to him, and ſaid, This is the Knight that hath 
ſs maſſacred pour men. Don Gallaneo turning to ſe him.ſaw how 
with an incredible fury he aſailed his Kvights that had encom- 
paſſed the Pzinceſs, & that wich four blows he ſtruck down four 
nights, and making little account of the reſt, alighted , and ſe⸗ 
ing they would not ſuffer the Pꝛinces to mount on ho2(cback, ſaiv 
that every one might hear: Get upon this my hozſe, Pzince Arli- 
leo, foꝛ fince with fo great treacherous cowardiſe pon are uſed, 
make it known even on their deareſt lives. They knowing his 
voice, conceived ſuch joy, that almoſt they knew not what they 
did : who going about to take a freſh hozſe.lo many Knights laid 
on them that they could not do it: which Don Bellianis ſæing, 
and how it wared late to be revenged on Don Gillaneo, taking 
Don Briancl in his arms, in deſpicht of all the Bnights, ſet him 
on his hozſe, and being on his own with rage and thirſty fury of 
long-deſired revenge, began ſuch deſtruction among them, that he 
made wide paſſage fo2 himſelf and his companions: And lee ing 
two Giants come againſt him of four, which Don Gallaneo had 
ought tothe fouſts fo2 the purpole afozeſaid, he p2epared fo? 
them. and receiving one of their blows upon his ſhield, that was 
(0 cruel that it cut it in pieces, he ſo wounded the other with like 
frength, that falling ou his fingers, it cut them off clean with 
the Pace he held: but the other did ſecond ſo huge a ſtroke, that 
he was koꝛced to hold by his hozle neck. There was never Tiger 
ſen more fiierce, noz Lion moꝛe furious than Don Bellianis ſeems 
e, who raiſing himſelf on his ſtirrops, and holding his ſwo2d 
with both his hands, gave him ſuch a terrible blow on His thigh, 
tha: it entred ſo far as the bone, wherewich he thoztly after di⸗ 
ed, 

What Knight ſo valiant map this be (ſaid the @oldan) that 
doth ſuch wonders 2 J would —_— have had the Bnight of 
the golden Image here, that he might try his fozce with this. 
That Knights dzds be not comparable to theſe (ſyiv the Pꝛin⸗ 
(els Perſiana to her Father,) 1 moze ts cover her intent 0 auy 

thing 
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thing that might after happen: ſo? well ſye knew that Don Bel⸗ 
lianis would be in the battel, and lo judged that he was. But 
he following in ſearch of Don Gallaneo, found him at laſt not far 
from the Boldaus ſcaffold ,- where likewiſe the Pzincels wag, 
and as a lwift hound that Hath his game on ſat, fearing to loſe. 
it, ſo did he againſt Don Gallaneo, Who alſo made towards him, 
and meeting ſtruck each other ſuch puiſſant blows. that the ſpar- 
Kles of fire flew from their armour , but Don Gall:inzo tumbled 
to the ground ſoze wounded, When Don B llianis ſa law him, 
he luddenly alighted from His hozle: lo did manp of Don Gall. 
nco's Bnighte, to help their-maſter'; then arrived the Duke Al- 
firon with four thoufand Knights, and ſet lo furiouſly upon them, 
that mangre / their fozce he made them retire back. In which. 
time Don Bellianis wounded him again, wherewith the (wo2d fell, 
out of his hand, and the Duke ſeeing him on fot, and that to be 
the time for his revenge , ran againſt his hozſe and overturned 
him flat on the ground, and trampled twice-o2 thꝛice on him wich 
his hozles feet, making him bzeath his laſt. Which the Dolpdan 
ſeeing, cried out, commanding him he ſhould not hurt him; but 
the Duke made as though he heard him not > whereupon the 
Solvaii ſeeing the little account was made of him, like to burf 
with extream grief, deſcended, ſtill moze and moze renewing 
his laments foy Don Gallaneo's death, crying, kill, kill the tray- 
toz, that ſo villanouſly in my pzeſence murthered mpyſon. All 
the people at the Soldans command, let on the Duke and Don 
Bellianis: whence the jouſts begun foz triumph and pleaſure; || - 
were turned to death and deſtruckion, that the fields flowed with 
blwd. The Wings ok Armenia and Teſſifanti, that ſaw the bat⸗ 
tel ſo hot aud truel, went to the Holdan, and ſaid to him, Suf- 
fer not, dꝛenn Soversign, all this company to perich, (ing poß 
know the Duke har han much power to dekend, às you to often, 
him, therefoze command the fight to ceaſe + foz-if: the Auke he 
guilty of Don Gallaneo's death, your may by law convict him, 
The Soldan knowing it to be lo, and that befoze the Duke died 
by that means, none would remain with life, tok his counſel, 
and commanding the battel there to end, ſaid thus. to the 2 * 
Get you out of my Perſepolis (Duke) unlels you. will here bye: 
unheard, and unexculedg. 1 1 
© he * 
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The Piinte Don Bellianis being with him, bad him obey the 
Soldans command, aſſuring himſelf rhttr purpoſe could not but 
far J have a god end. The Duke taking his countel, very fopfully 
bag, commanded the retreat to be foundey, whereat the Knights as 
well of the one as of the other party ; left their fight, returning 


im, every, one to their Captain, attending his command, Who were 
9 here able to erpzeſs what great gladnels the Pzintels Perſic- 


na conceived with Don Galla neo's death? who leſt it might be 
diſcerned called out upon all the Knichts of her guard, to im⸗ 
l- pꝛilon, and bing her the Duke, and the Knight that committed 
A- that treachery. The guard replied they might not, becauſe the 
Soldan was there: who returned ertream ſozrowful , and ſo 
vich: J furions with rage, that very fire ſeemed to ſparkle from his eyes, 
tell that all which beheld him were aſtoniched at his ſtern loks, 
And although the King of Telliſanty intreated him to return 
med to his Palace, pet he could like no counſel, fave what ſavourey of 
wich revenxe, But turning to the dead body, law his Daughter be- 
dan J wail his untimely death , and knowing ſhe always refuſed wil- 
lingly to marry him, and now ſeeing her grievous laments foy 
| the his dkeceaſe , ſuſpected it was done by Her appointment, and not 
burſt regarding his fatherly love, but governed with rage, tok her 
from the ground, and laid, N s 
It boots thee not now Pzinceſs to diſſemble , fo; J am ſee 
Don Gallaneo was flain with pour conſent, and ſince you would 
_- obey me when J would, J will now puniſh you as pou de- 
wrve., | | 775 
Whereupon he commanded her to be ſhut up in a Tower, and 
ſurely guarded, not hearing her ſpeak. And going thence, com⸗ 
manded all the people of the City to arm them, intending to im⸗ 
p2iſon the Duke in Hishouſe, imagining Don Gallaneo's death 
had been with his conſent”; and greatly grieved becauſe he could 
not know that Bnight that fo endangered him in the. battel; not 
| thinking on Don Bcllianis, having left bim toze wüundedz. 
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CHAP. XVIII 
What happened to Don Bellianis without Perſepalis, How he de- 
livered twoDamoſcls ſrom certain Knights, and whence they 
were : and how he ſlew thc Dragon of the Riphean-Wood, 


Ye Duke ſecing his purpoſe thitherto ſozt as he wiſhed, with 
Don G3ltanco's death, reſolved altogether to follow the 
tounſel of the Knight of the golden Jmage. Whereupon he re- 
turned to his Palace: and the night having darkned the world. 
Don B. Ilianis left him in the plain field, feigning to go out of the 
City, though all thc Kvights there endeavoured to ſap him, defi- 
ring to know him ere he went. But getting from them all, elca⸗ 
ped ont of the City, the better in that obſcurity to return to his 
lodging: and he had uot gone far, but his wounds began extream⸗ 
ly to griev him,inſomuch he could not ſtap Himſelf on hoꝛſe- back 
fo2 with their new bleeding they opened, making him ſem a founs 
tain with ſo many ſp2inge, and ſeeing himſelf ſoill, he thought 
he (ould not be able to returne to Perſepolis, unleſs his wounds 
were bound up: and ſo alighting ſrom his hozſe, he ſaw two day 
molels come toward him, riding in ſuch haſte, as he thought they 
did rather fly, than on their Palfreys ſwiftly run. Don Bellianis 
putting himſelf befoze them, laid: Mhat is the cauſe (fair La. 
dies, )that maketh pou to ride ſo faſt? Oh foz Gods lake tay us 
not, but if you will ſave your life follow us, and by the way we 
will declare the whole circumſtance unto pon. Mere it will be 
better (ſaid he;) and among theſe trees you may hide pour ſelves, 
So they taking his counſel, followed his advice, and beginning to 
diſcover their adventure, lo they perceived thꝛough thoſe tres a 
terrible $2agon, ſo fearful in light, that it truck amazement in 
the beholders 3 and although the night were very dark, yet ſuch 
light (ſlued from him thzough the great.abundance of fire pzocev/ 
ing from his jaws, that it ſ\emed hells mouth opened to ſwallow 
them at that inſtant, The Ladies being overcome with fear, be⸗ 
tok themſetves about the Knight of the golden Image, having 
-$6N the power of their intended flight. But he'ſ&ing it was no 
time to be idle, role from the ground with his woz tn His hand, 
and made againſt the helliſh monſter, at that time withing rather 
; {9 4 
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to have his armour given him by Bellona buckled about his body» 
than be inveſted Emperoz of a larger Empire than his Fathers. 


At this inſtant the Dꝛagon with an infernal fury fiping againſt 
him, overthzew him with his beat, and returning to catch him 
with his talons, to pluck him in pieces, he whom fear never could 


uind, leapt aside, but withgreat difficulty; fo; being over reach⸗ 


td, the cruel beaſt with one of his paws dꝛew him to him, e pierced 
both armo2 & fleſh, even to the bones, with his deadly claws: but 
the Knight fozſaking his (wozd, ſtab d his dagger 4 0z 5 times in- 
to his heart under his wings. The fcarful beaſt thzough extre- 
mity of pain left him, ſtretching himſelf and labouring in the 
gangs of death. Pe was of ſuch a wonderfull greatneſs, that he 
was above 25 fot long; in bigneſs bigger than a great bull, whoſe 
like was never ſen by any. Akter the Knight of the golden Image 
had finiſhed this haugchty deed, and moſt unequal fight, he fell on 
his knees, rendzing thanks to his Deavenly Pꝛotedor, that he 
delivered him from ſo great a. danger, though with fear to eſ- 
cape the peril ok his moztal wounds, wondering how he had 
Plod left in his Veins , having loft ſuch great quantities 
thereof. And going to the damſels that with fear were not able to 


| fy, he ſaid, Fear now no moze( fair Ladies)fo2 the cauſer of pour 


timozous trance, ſhall put you in no further peril, They recove- 

ting their benummed ſenſes,ſcarce knowing what to ſap, the one 
lifting up her voice replied, We cannot (fir Knight) expreſs the 
many thanks due by us, fo2 this ſo great god wozk, whoſe greats 
neſs our merits can never deſerve unleſs by memozating thzough 
the earth pour high pꝛowelles, that the perpetual remembꝛance of 
this ample act map never be dꝛowned in the black centre of obli-- 
vion. And ſeing (as it ſhould ſem) pou were befoze wounded, 
we beſ&ch pou to withdzaw your ſelf within this Fozreſt, that 
being unſeen of paſſengers, we may dreſs them. J will obep 
any thing you ſhall command (ſaid be) and ſo ſtepping among 
thoſe trees, they diſarmed him, and began to ſearch his wounds 
(being very skilful in that myſterp) and greatly marvelled 


bew it had been posfible he eſcaped. death, pet though delpai⸗ 


ting ok his ſafety perfozmed their duty with all diligence , and 
aving drefled his wounds they demanded what he would do. 


| To whom he-autwerev,We will pzefently tothe City,that A may 


chere 
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"by the way thus 
flight when I firſt met you + To whom they anſwered: Pon 


there habe my wounds cured. Wut how came von hither ſad they, 
being thus wotnded'? whereto he anſwered. Doubting J chouſd 
be blodlefs though the great quantity that thereof J had lot. 
and through kaintnels being able to go no further, here A Cayn 
to bind them. Shall we(ſaid they) take your armo2 with rs t 
the City? Nd, Itave it here crepliedhe) J little need ie,reſpecing 
the occaſion of my going thither. And ſo mounting on hozſe bach 
(unt with much 71 the Damoſels von their Palkrepe, hy 

pake. Tell me J pray por the occaſion of your 


Half know(Dir Knight) we do belong to the molt excellent per; 
lels nud above aff the moff*fair', rhe faireſt Patnceſs Florisbella, 


that having 'fent us toa wife woman, whole Habitation is far 


hente on a moſt craggy and barren mountain (and Bellona is her 


name) to know the foztuttes vf a beanteous Princeſs tonducked 


by ber (talled Aurora) vf whom fince that time no news hath 


— 


Teen heard, thzongh the death of King Pompeiano yer father, 


traiteroufiy lain by Don Gallameo, and his Bingdom won by a 
fon of this Bophi, called the Knight of the Images: And 


Javits heard that che Dophi now marrieth his Daughter tothe 
Laid 


on Gallaneo, ditguifedly we came to ſee the ſatd feſtivals: 
and coming not far hence, we were luddenly lurpꝛiſed by a moſt 


fearful Giant actompanied with ſome twentp Knights almoſt 


_appddach) ſpping afar off ſome twenty Knights, we crying to 


-in e : who having taken us (in the Knights 


them fo help. pelded to dur requeft, But the Giant and his 


Bnights at the firſt encounter unhozſt above the Half of them. 


And fo we fozeſeetug the ill ſucceſs like to inſue, betwk dur ſelves 


ta the ſwift. rotirſes of our Palfreys , till we met you, And 
new Sir Auight) fo; all we diſcourſt the Tucceſs of our koztunes, 


pet ill fefr the vvertaking ok thoſe uncivil Knights: becanſe 
though dur weakneſs we are like to ſuffer the cruel stroke of 
"noneApatinit death; Sv appzdaching near the City, they delcrier 


apt end, koz me Have form "har we ſoughe. 
like to kall krom their Palfreys © to whom the Knights 


three men tlad all in armdur, who having them within view 


knew the Damvlels: whereat they taid, Pur travel is now at 


The Lavies percefvintx them eo ve the Giants Rutgh 


fatd, Pe 
now 


ts. were 
aty, 
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now ſhall not eſcape us, but ſhall go to our Lo2d and Paſter the 


Giant Felliſtone that ſends foz you. Don Bellianis became ex⸗ 
teding w30th ſeeing Himſelf both ſoze wounded and without ar⸗ 
mour 3 pet he thus ſaid to them. Jn courteſie bzave Bnights J 
may pou oppole not pour violent hands, againſt por diſtreſſed 
Ladies that with me are going. We thought (replied they) pot 
would content your (elf with pour own libecty, medling not with 
theirs: but ſince you would not know when pou were well, you 
hall alſo go with uss wherewich they would have bound; him, 
pe perceiving that his courteous wozds pꝛevailed not „ fept 
to one, and ſnatcht the Lance out of his hand, in delpight of him 
and his friends, tumbling Him Headlong to the ground. The o⸗ 
chers weuld have ſtriken him with their Spears, but he warily 
eſcaped their blows; and fiercely running at one, thzuſt the 
Lance thozow his bodp, that lifeleſs he meaſured his length on 
the earth. The third ſtruck at him ſo mightily, that had he not 
lightly ſtept aſide (being as he went unarmed) he had made his 
Lance appear at his back: pet nevertheleſs he ran his Spear 
thozom his thigh: ſo he feeling himſelf. ſoze wounded, d2ew his 
never failing wozd, and gave him ſo cruel a blow on his ſhoul⸗ 
ders that he cut him down-right; that his parted body fell on 
tach fide ok his hoꝛle Don Bellianis going to diſmount, to dilpatch 
him that firft fell, kelt his thigh pin d to his ſaddle with a trun⸗ 
— ok the Spear: but ſ&ing the Knight did not (ir, left 
bj 3333 6:5 47002 1097 t 213, 
All this while the Damzels od amazed with wonder ſeeing 
uch deſtruction in lo ſhozt time, and with extream joy they thus 
laid, Ne can never end (fir Knight) the celebzating ot pour moſt 
high, and moze than human Chivalries, though thereby we be not 
credited, which foz all our ſelves have (en them, yet their admi⸗ 
tation ſo aſtoniſhech us, that we ſcarce dare acknowledge them 


to be true. Ye hearing himſelf chus commended, repliev: Over⸗ 


palſing thete unworthy - praiſes, let us 6 fair Ladies) enter the 
City, foz my great wounds ;xeguire ſpeedy: remedy s and know 
that pour travel is now ended, .fo2 J do belong unto the Pzin- 
tels Aurora, whom when you ſee befoze any, diſſemble her 
wowledge, fog her pꝛeſent occaſions ſo require it. They joy⸗ 
ful of ſuch news, anſwered they would: 2 on 
I'S their 
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their pace, they came to the Dukes Palace, where they 'founy 
all the Knights in armoz. Don Bellianis diſcovering himſelf tos 
Bnight intreated him to lead him to his lodging, if he could un⸗ 
known tothe Duke, till the next mozning. Myo replied he 
might not. foz the Duke ſtaped foz him with the reſt of the 
Bnights, not minding to leep untill his coming. Then help me 
off my hoſe (ſaid Don Belſianis.) The Knight going to do it,ſpy- 
ed the ſpears truncheon, which he had not taken away, fearing 
himſelf co bleed to death; and the night ſaid, you are ſo ſoze 
wounded, that ic were beſt I call the Duke. Unhozſe me firſt 
(faid Don Bellianis,) and take out this truncheon : The Knight 
did ſo, which was ſo imbzued in his blod, where with it ſtuck (9 
faſt in his fleſh that the dꝛawing thereof ſo extremly increaſed his 
pain that aſter he was not able to ſtand, but was carried in two 
Knights arms into the Mall, where they found the Duke with 
many other Lo2ds alſo accompanied with the Pzinces Don 
Bri:nel and Arlil:o, who though they were greatly woundey, 
were determined pꝛelently to ride in demand of the-Knight of the 
Golden Image, if thep heard not of him. But ſeeing him come 
into the Yall in that manner, wared pale, thinking him woundey 
to death, and ran to him. And the Pꝛinceſs Aurora that firſt ſpiey 
him, was firſt that appzoached, who with tears in great abun⸗ 
dance trickling down her Ivozy-roſed cheeks, to ſx him in ſuch 
danger, without impeach of any, and reſpec ok none, fell on her 
knees befoze him, kiſsing his hands, both with joy and grief, inſo- 
much that in her god will toward him, it may be veleeved the pal⸗ 
ſed his couſin Arfilco, The Pzince- Don Bellianis raiſing her 
krom the ground, and moſt kindly embzacing her, ſaid: Uſe not ſo 
much undelervedcourteſte (moſt ſoveraign Lady) to fo meana 
night & of ſo fmall fame as mp ſelf, whole little ſervices will 
never merit any of theſe favours, except in counting me, as one of 
your meaneſt lervitozs. Then were theſe greetings interrupted 
by Don Brianel and the reſt, that received him wich no leſs cour⸗ 
cefies aud embzacings, than if he were their general commander, 
eſpecially che Duke, who needs would welcome him on his knas 
though he knew not his high veſcent, ſave that he acknowledged 
he had hy his means repoſſeſt his whole eſtate and life; and with 
infinite gladnels he thus began: greatly wonder moſt 2 
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knight of the Golden Image) how vou were able to be at the 
tourney after J here ſaw the pzoweſs by you done. To whom he 
teplied, J have (moſt excellent Duke) done no ac woꝛthy of your 
memoꝛy. Do will (ſaid he) none of Don Galfeo's Knights affirm, 
Foz at our return we found above 200 of them with their maſter 
lain. And we beleech pou to dilate unto us the cauſe of their com⸗ 
ing to our Palace, and what after hapned to you fince pour de- 
parture, having ſtayed ſo long, remaining thus cruelly wounded. 
Then thus (replied he) they purpoſed treacheroullp to murther 
me, though by the help of the immoꝛtal Gods, their intent was 
| fruſtrated, The reſt Jam not able to diſcourſe, fox mp wounds 
will not permit me; but of theſe Ladies ſhall you know the e- 
bent of all things, whoſe god entertainment A requeft, even as 
ump Lady and Pilkreſs the Pzinceſs here p2eſent. 

Whereupon Don Bellianis was carried to his lodging, and laid 
in his bed, where by the Damſels he was again d2eſſed, who 
greatly wondzed at his many and dangerous wounds: and ha- 
ling done, they left him alone, quietly to take his reſt; fo his 
dream pain, chtefip of the wound of his thigh, made him roar 
like a bull baited with many dogs. The Ladies being come fo2th 
vere moT courteouſly entertained of the Lozds, greatly admi- 
ting the haughty deeds they heard of that valourous Bnight. 
Araight were the tables covered (god ozder being given koz the 
Palaces ſafety) and they all ſate down to ſupper, where the dam⸗ 
ls diſcourſed the acts ofthe Knight of the Golden Image, in their 
heſence done, ſaying, Scarte dare we repozt his admirable Chi⸗ 
balries, leſt our wozds be not credited: pet have we been epe⸗ 
vitneſſes of his deeds. Then were they intreated by the Knights 
t0 unfold them, ſaying, that if they had ſen what befoze hapned 
jim, they would little eſteem thoſe they feared to rehearſe. 

There can none be comparable to theſe ( anſwered the 
Damoſels: )and therefs2e we will ſatisfie pou: and ſo recoun- 
ted all that him befel after they met with him, with wo2ds of 
high renown, to the eternizing of his glozy. Whoſoever ſhall 
hear (laid the Duke) the admired wonders” of this Knight, 
may hardly believe them: And ſure Jam, no Knight will e- 
ver perform what he hath done in ſo ſhozt time: and lo reite⸗ 
rating all his exploits (as heretofoze are ſet down.) Oh what 
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92 Don Bellimis of Greece, Or 


poſterity will be ler ve in future ages, theſe no leſs great than ab; 
mirable p2oweſſes of this not only vico2ions, but happy & never 
ſufficient pzaiſed Knight. Theſe and ſuch like matters did theſe 
Pzinces treat ok at table concerning Don Bellianis. The Pzün⸗ 
ceſs had by this known the Damoſels, and they her: pet either 
thought the contrary by their ſtlence. But the Pzinceſs ima- 
gining the cauſe was that they were ſo fo:cwarned by Don Bel. 
lianis, ſaid, ſhe would wirhdzaw her ſelf to relt, and take thole 
Damolcls wich her, and was cenducked to their Chamber. The 
nights after her departure felled themſelves to the o2dering of 
all cheir neceſſaries, touching their menaced peril; koz they had 
intelligence how the Sophy having underitod of Don Galfeo's 
death, at his departing from the Tourney by ſome of the ſcaped 
nights: pet not infozmed of the truth, but that going to the 
Dukes Pagace to accompany him tothe Tourny he was there 
llain. Whereupon willed all in the City ſhoild arm themſelves, 
But the Duke and his faction little feared him; having within 
the laid City above fifteen thoukand Bnights his friends, all i 
arms, in readinels, well appointed at command. The Pzin- 
ceſs being in her chamber made faſt the doz, to whom the Damo⸗ 
zels humbled themſelves, craving to kiſs her hands: But ſhe 
rs 17 it embzaced them with great jop, to whom they 
thus ſpa 

What.hath become of your royal petſon 2 Oh moſt excellent 
Padam, whoſe loſs we could not but imagine, having bern ſo (of 
and lubject to milfo2tunes and calamities : Me cannot { great 
Painceſs ) declare the ſufficiency of our joy, conceived with your 
p2elence. . And no leſs. will the Pzincels Florisbclla receive: 
who only foz this cauſe ſent us to dur Aunt , the ſage B<llona: 
Wherefoze we beſech your, tell us, Who o theſe Knights be, whole 
perlonages, compoſiti nd excellent condit ione, deſcrve admi- 
ratton, eſpecially 5 ought us to the in joying of pour 
company. J (replied he 1 255 no other, but that J met them 
in a moſt ſtrange place, and I 9 the immoztal Gods, uncon⸗ 
ſtrained, they e an to the 2omile of their aids, and alrea⸗ 
dy mp ka chers mot un my h hath partly been revengen ! 
fo; this Knight bath Nain lane And thus continued a 
their chat without eping, tt the better two parts of the night 
were paſt, CHAPS 
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CHAP. XIX. 
What the Sophy did after the battel : and how the green 3 armor 
of Don Bellianis was brought him, to the City. 
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Here is no tongue able to expꝛels the great grief the Dophy 

did conceive by Don Gallaneo and his couſins death whom 
he dearly loved: and ſeeing that the Duke kept within his Pa- 
lace, he ſent early the next mozning above a thouſand Bnights to 
lek him in the green armoz: foz he determined by all means to 
know who he was, having underſtod he was not gone home with 
the Duke. 

The Knights obeying his command, came to the place where 
the ugly - monſtrous, beaſt lay lain, the ſight whereok ſo feared 
their hozſes.that not able to ſtay them in deſpight of their riders, 
they ran away with them. The like timozoufneſs lurprized the 
Knights, beholding che monftrouſte of the dragon that they durft 
not a ppꝛoach to ſee what he was: pet ſœeing he ſtirred not one of 
them taking heart⸗a-grace, eſteming Himſelf leſs fearful than 
the reſt , alighted on for, and trembling, went where the dead 
beaſt lay , and ſeeing him not move, with the huge quantity of 
blod wherein he wallowed, called his companions, bidding them 
no, fear, fo2 it was not alive: who well viewing it; were greacly 
iſtoniſhe d to ſie lo defo2med a thing, and ſearching where he had 
ben ſtrucken, they law his wounds above the legs and wings, 
whereby they judged the Knight that had lain him, could not but 
be lozely burt by being lo nigh, that the wounds ſhewed they had 
ben made with a Daggar. And one following the ügus of the 
blod, found the Damolels Pantles that they had lefc! with che 
Bnigh: s armoz, which pꝛeſentiy thep knew, x allured chemſelves 
he flew that moſt ugly beaſt: in reſpec whereof they nothing 
eſteemed what he had perfoꝛmed to their coaſts in the Tournep, 
with the ſight of the pꝛodigious and infernal monſter flain by his 
bande. And fo theytok great compaſſion on him koz che much 
Hod he there had ſhed: and ſo finding no ſign no2 tracing of his 
to find him, and (ging him atmourlels, reſolved to return unto 
the Zophp and tell him what t hep had ſen,;peſenutinghim the 


Knights armoz, and the Damolels Pantles : Wherewich going 


night Wit of the wod,lighted on the 22 knights lain and turning them 
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to whom they anſwered. Me bzing him not (right mighty Set 


heard ok, koz he alone hath put to death the mighty Dꝛagon of 
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over. much muſed at the hozrible blow which the one had, whole 
like they never had ſeen befoze: and going away they met with 
four Knights; that knowing the damolels mantlee, laid: We 
beſeech pou (gentle Knights )tell us where we may find the Lay 
dies owners of thole Bantles ? We know not (ſaid they) but 
why ds ye demand it ? Zo know what became of a Knight chat 
actompanieth them. Why ſeek ye him: (demanded they) foz we 
alſo would employ the utmoſt of our power to find and carry him 
to our Lo the Soldan. Then know (ſaid the four) that the Gi- 
ant Feliſtone (well known of you) commanded us to find him, 
to give him his due chaſtiſement : thongh truely yeſternight he 
perfozmed ſuch an attempt, that we believe there bꝛeathed not 
in the Univerſe any to do the like: foz thze Knights of our com- 
pany going to ſ&k thole Damzels (which from us fled,) and a 
bout to take them againſt his will, wounded thele two as por fx, 
leaving the other on the earth little better than dead, And ſince 
we underſtod they be all within the City. 

Then go along with us: fo2- if they be there, they canngt 
be hid, And beſides thoſe things, he hath done others of greater 
admiration. So in ſuch talk they continued their way to the City, 
till they arrived at the Doldans Palace, who ſeeing the Knights 
armour, thought they allo brought him: which greatly gladpey 
him, deſcending half way to meet them, demanded foz the Knight, 


reign) but come to tell pon the greateſt wonder that ever zen 


the Ryphean wods, your whole Kingdomes deſtruction. 0 
mighty Jove (laid the Soldan) who may believe, but with great 
difficulty, ſuch a thing ercept his eyes ſhould ſee it. Durely 
(dzꝛead Lozd) it is fo (replied thep) and we fudge by the great 


abundance ok bled in that place ſhed, that he cannot but be al⸗ 


moſt dead. 

MPozeover he hath done another act ok no leſs wonder: fo to⸗ 
ming unarmed with our two damzels he combated with thx 
Bnights & vanquiſhed them, cleaving one downright in the mid⸗ 
dle, and it is alſo ſaid that he came into the City. The Soldan 
ſtod muſing with himlelk whether the knight of the golden image 
might be he viſguiſeply entring the Tournp foy che Dukes ſaks, 
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95 
Pet though he is unlikely, knowing he remained ſoze woun- 
ded at the combat had with the Knights of the unhappy bꝛidge. 
But ſtill perſwaded himſelf it ſhould be he, imagining no Knight 


in all the City ſo hardy, as foz to attempt the like. And ſeeing 
the Bnight could not be found, he commanded all the people of the 
city to arms, and came to his Palace, fo; he determined to aſſault 
the Duke, who fearing the ſame, had all his men in readineſs. 
Great was the hurly burly thzough the City among the populas 
rity inguiring one of another what they ſhould do, fozeſwing 
ſome cruel battel to be impendent over their heads. 


| CHAP. XX 
How the Kings of Armenia and Teſſifanty conferred with the 
Sophy, of the order taken between them, about the Duke: 
and how he preſented himſelf before the Sophy. | 


Ye doubtful fate of theſe tumultuons cares on either ſide, 
hanging onthe uncertain arbitrating ſentence of foztune : 
the rumour of the commonalty of the City ſeemed no leſs, than 
if the utter ruine thereof were evidently known, Mhereby the 
Soldan ſuppoſing many inclining to the Dukes faction pzoclaim--- 
ed by ſound of trumpet, that none ſhould aid noz favour him on 
pain of death, and take him fo2 a traptor; foz only he purpoſed to 
do accozding to law and juſtice, if he were found guiltvy. The 


'beauteousP2inceſsÞcrfiana well heard of theſe proceedings, whole 


woes fo2 them, penetrated her tender heart, though'twas thought 
the ſoze lamented becauſe her Father had impziſoned her. But 
ſhe lending foz the Kings of Armenia and Teſſifanty, they pꝛe⸗ 
ſently went to her, who being alone, admitted them to her pꝛe⸗ 
ſence, whom ſhe with many tears intreated to become mediato2s, 
betwixt the Soldan and the Duke, and that they would not con⸗ 
lent the terminating of thoſe affairs to be bp the event of war, 
ſeing in the end ſhe only ſhould be the only loſer, her honour 
being toſſed to and fro on ſuch undecent tryals. They with great 
willingneſs pzomiled to do the utmoſt of their posſibility- : 
and ſeeing the matter ſuffered no delay, and that they likewiſe 
i age lome part of their own, in that they were the Dukes - 

r allies, did then take leave of the Pzinceſs.4-departed wn 5 
the 
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the Soldan, whom they ſound with all his men ready to march, 
Do appwaching to Him, he greatly rejoyced with their pꝛelence, 
thereby chipking they: would jeyn with him; kuppoſing at fir 
chop were gone to the Duke. Whereupon he courteoufly made 
out to met them: who (their cuſtomed honour perfozmed) hum; 
bled themſelves to kits his hand: but he would not by anp meang 
conſent thercto: whereat they thus began. Alas (dead Lozy) 
what poztends theſe pour trops, wi-ole ſudden arms cannot but 
thꝛeaten death and uttervefolation to this city? but moſt of all, 
what means pour ſelf to be in perten in fo dangerous an enter⸗ 
pꝛize, having lo many hardy Knights able to attempt any impoz⸗ 
tant action at pour command: J have none / replied the ®ophy) 
whole dutious ſervice and lopalty to me hath deferved ſuch coy⸗ 
fidence as thele affairs require; eſpecially. ſince the ablence of the 
Pzince my ſon.“ And! well may pou ſe the treaſon done againſt 
me by the Duke: koz Jam ſure it was done both by his conſent 
and my daughters command and am certain that He which all 
theſe harms hath wꝛought, is the Knight of the golden Z mag 
and ſo diſcourſed what he had underſtod of che Bnights,and hoy 
he was ſo ſoze wounded, that his life was in ſuſpence, and alf 
that he was the ſame that ſlew Don Galted. All which was 
true; foz that diſtreſced Unight was in ſuch caſe, that all his 
com panions greatly doubted his recoverp, fo; which cheir lozron 
was lo great, that they wiſhed, to diſburden themlelves thereof, 
they might be even in their enemies chiefeſt trops. Fo2 in res. 
dinels aud willingnels of mind, there wanted nought but the be 
ginning of. the conflict. The two Kings not a little marvellede 
the vidans -diſcoiirſe ; whereupon the King of Armenia tk c. 
caſion toſpeak ascfollowerh The Knighs-of: che golden Image 
is not in that greatneſs-of fault as pou judge him in( moſt migh- 
ty Lv2v koz if you would but in the equal balance of right reaſon 
weigh the canſe; vou may plainly ſe how greatly Don G-.11anco 
laboured to till the adventurdus Unights and the Prince Arx ſileo, 
- again all che Laws and Kites of Tournep, nonght regarding 
: pour awful rlamours to the contrarp: but then moze - pzorured 
their deaths: whereat no marvel if the Knight ok the go den 4⸗ 
mage and the Duke in their own defence did flap him. And we 
know, that the Knight in the gren armour, was he of 1 — 
Image, 


rch, 
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mage, koz we 1carned'ft of tome of them that fled when Don 


Galfeo died, that he which flew him and vanquiſhed them, was 
the ſame that returned Uicto2 of the Tournep. Do that pou may 
well think he determined to do by them, what they did to him 
and his. Ok all which things you ſhould better infozm your lelk, 
beloze you tome to theſe ertreams. But ik notwichtanding you 
will perſevere in theſe rigozous determinations, conſider the ma⸗ 
ny thouſand deaths thereby like to enſue: for the Duke will en- 
dure no wong Bemember alſo (great Lozd the Knight of the 
golden image is he (though the chiefeſt cauſe of Don Gallaneo's 
death) that freed you from two great tncovveniences, one from 
the adventure of che unhappp Bzidge, the other -by the death of 
the Rvp!:can Dꝛagon; and that hereof confiſteth your own ho⸗ 
no; in pour daughters innocency 3 and that the Duke map plead 
his cale: and we our ſelves will go with him, and p2ocure this 
matter to be tried bp combat, oz by anp other means by pou 
thought fitter, which if you grant, pou ſhall eternally bind us to 
yur allegiance. It you cauſe the Duke ( replied the Sophy )) to 
come and ſubmit himſelf,J pzomiſe port there ſhall be no w2ong 
pofered him, 102 any thing contrary to the right of law and ju- 
ſtice ; which X only do, that if any of Don Gallaneo's kindzed 
hould expect any revenge at mp hands foz his death, they may 
ke what Jhave done herein. And hereupon J pawn my king- 
pkaith, and royal wozd unto pon. Then ſaid they, Upon this 
oder you map diſmiſs pour men unto their ſeveral homes, foy 
we will perkozm what we have pzomiſed. Mhereupon the-Dol- 
dan commanded every man to retire to his quarter, he himſelf 
going to the Court to expect the Kings return, who ffraight re⸗ 
paired to the Dukes Palace, where they greatly rejoyced to ſe 
the god o2der aud care, byſthem kept: infomuchthat'the Doldan - 
was not there able to enter by fozce of arms, thongh/he brought 


all his forces redoubled. They being there „demanded fo2 the 


Duke, and underſtanding that he was in Don Bellianis cham⸗ 
ber, thither went to fpeak with him? where they ſaw how the 
Knight of the golden image had his pony by thoſe Damozels - 
mellevL, The Duke received them accowing to their tate, and 

would have led them into another rom, but chey would not, lo⸗ 
king on the Knights wounds, which they judged the ge 
tyat 
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that ever they had ſeen, whereat they much lozrowed, ſuppoing 
he would not ſcape them, though they were greatly ſatisfied to ſg 
- * with what nimblenels thoſe Ladies dzeſled him, And having 

done, they thus ſaid: with ſuch Surgeons (fir Knight) you ought 
to kiel halfe the pain enfozced by your wounds: whereto he an- 
ſwered. It is ſo great Lo2ds, foz though J ſhould feel never ſg 
much, this is double comfozt unto me, koz elſe J ſhould not be 
made happy with the fruition of pour royal pzeſence, iopntly with 
the duty vou bind me to in vouchlafing the rememb2ance of la 
mean a Knight, being thus vitiouſlp wounded, and not able to 
leave my bed to implop my lelk in theſe troubleſome affairs of. 
my Loꝛd the Duke. Take no care foz them, Sir Knight, ſaid the 
King of Teſſifanty, foz we come to no other effec, and hope we 
Gall have no great denial about them, and though we ſhould finy 
any contradiction, pet the Duke ſhall be ſo favoured as he ſhall 
reaſonably doubt nothing that may to him happen. And they de⸗ 
clared the manner ok the appointment made by the Soldan, ſg 
that the, Dukes juſtice ſhould be evidently ſeen, and be at liberty 
to anſwer all objections, or elſe pzeſent his Champion, to try it in 
the battel, againſt whoſoever ſhould at his hands demand the 
death of Don Gallaneo, and that in the mean ſpace the Duke 
would yeld himſelfto p2iſon, oz we fo; him: all which was be⸗ 
tween us and him lo agreed, And know (fir Bnigy:) it is cer⸗ 
tainly bzuited abzoad that he which vanquiſhed the Tourny, and 
was caule of Don Gallaneo's death, with his couſin Don Galfeo, 
and that flew the Riphean Dꝛagon, and.tye Giant Feliſtone's 
the Knights, is pour ſelf. Don Beil:4pis ſomewhat altered 
his countenance hearing this, pet ſeeing the Dophi and others 
knew all his doings, faintly made this reply, Fir (mighty 
L.02ds; have a care what they demand of the Duke, and after we 
ſhall, have time, if A eſcape theſe wounds, to p2ovide koz all 


things elle. And mozeover on my faith, the Soldan deals unad- 
viledly and unjuſtly in his demands againſt the Duke and ſhould 
not make account ok two ſuch traptozs, as Don Gallanco and- 


Galſeo; whom if in caſe J did lay, J did very well, conſidering 
with what treachery the one would have murthercd me in my 
bed, and the other my Champions in the Tourney : and had 
I been in that ſtate at moze eaſe, J had better with my n 
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ſewn what J cannot ſo well expzeſs in wozds. . Thep were 
all ama ed to lee with what pazſion Don Bellianis p2onounced 
theſe (peches, and thep perceiving he had reaſon, would p2oceev 
no further in that talk, but turning to the Duke pꝛaped him to 
reſolve with himſelf to do what they required, J will do (re- 
plyed he) neither moze noz leſs in any thing, than what the 
Knight of the golden Image ſhall command me. J humbly 
kiſs your hand (ſaid he) foz this your high favour , though in all 
things elle it is well known, that my dutp binds me to obey you. 
Put to our matter, J am of opinion, ſaving better judgment, 
and repoſtug our confidence on the ropal words of thele great 
Bings, vou may fearleſs Þ2eſent pour ſelf before the Soldan; 
m J truſt you ſhall have no injury offered pon; thereof be 
aſſured (ſaid the Kings) foz ſo the Soldan hath vowed. The 
Damoſels that came with Don Bellianis after he killed the Dꝛa⸗ 
gon, ſtepping to him, ſaid. We have heard (ſir Knight) the 
Pzinceſs Perſiana is in a ſtrong Tower impꝛiſoned, by the com- 
mandement of the Soldan her father; wherefoze conſider, what 
beſt in this caſe may be done, talking as little as pon may, be- 
canſe of endangering your wounds and pour ſelf, When the 
Duke was departing, Don Bellianis called to him Don Brianel 
and Arſileo, and pꝛaped them to accompany the Duke, and an- 
ſwer fo the Pꝛincels Perfiaozand himſelf, as occaſion ſhould be 
offered : They being all ready, ſtraight tok their way to the Dol- 
dans Palace, leaving the Knight of the golden Image in talk 
with the Pꝛinceſs Aurora and Florisbella's damoſels , which 
were both beautifull and witty, greatly admiring his courage 
and magnanimity, from whoſe pzeſence they were not parted 
day noz night, but had placed their beds a little from his, the bet- 
ter to watch and help him at his need, who (extepting the divine 
power s of the omnipotent God) were cauſe of his health, being 
In chat ſcience both ſingular and excellent. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

What happened to the Duke with the Soldan. How the Knight 
of the golden Image and Princeſs Perſiana were challenged}: 
for the deaths of Don Gallaneo and Galfeo, by the fearſull R- 
littone and his brethren : and how the challenge was accepted, 


85 ſon as the Duke was arrived at the Doldans Palace with 
he company mentioned in the pzecedent Chapter, and think 
ing it unmteet to advertiſe him thereof, they all dilmounted am 
on fot entred the great Ball where the Dophy late: who whin 
he ſawhim come wich his blod changed in his face, as being the 
man that mo2tally hated the Duke, which now being nigh him, 
humbled himlelf on his knee, requeſted the kieftng of his rom 
hands. Pon need them not Duke, (faid the Sophy) ſince pou u. 
count pour deſerts ſo meritozious, and of pour ſelf ſo highly, that 
lending fo2 you to appear bekoze me,utterly denied it, and with 
all pour power reſiſted my commands, The Gods fo2bid J ſhould 
have committed any luch offence (replied the Duke.) And well 
do you know, dꝛead ſoveraign, that J never eſteemed in any your 
affairs, to hazard both like and my whole eſtate in pour ſervit, 
But doubting pour Viechneſs (being full of ire) would not hen 
me; acco2ding to the juſtice of my cauſe, A rather choſe to with 
dꝛaw my ſelf to my lodging, where to this inſtant A remained! 
from whence J was called by theſe noble Kings to appeare befay 
your mightinels. Do being in this conference there entred th! 
Pall thro Gyants, the greateſt, uglieſt, and fierceſt that any. 
mane nature could p2oduce : thep were all armed ſaving tht 
heads, whoſe helms and ſhields weze bozn by their @quires! 
on them attended 30 Knights, not much inferioz to them in big 
neſs: all their outward garments were of mourning cloth, who lay 
went direcly-to the Soldan, began thus, with a voice whole hol I ;.. 
low roaring made all the Yall reſound Migh and mighty Low, but 
we belteve that ſmall is the notice come to you? ears of us, 93, 
ving but little traced thy dominions, although we have endeavour- Þ 
ed With all our power, and the utmoſt of our deſires the advanc- 6 
ing of pour houle by our ſervice, whereof pour ſon the P2ince ha 
Perianco is a ſufficient witneſs, as the man in the war of Antioch th 
being termed the Knight of the Images, we aided, of him may! 


you 


ight 


need 
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you know J am King of Cyprus, otherwiſe called Feliſtone the 
fierce, bzother to theſe Knights here p2eſent, that knowing you 
married the P2inceſs Perſiana to our couſin Don Gallaneo of 


Duke Alfiron flcw in the Tournep moſt treacherouflp, the Pꝛince 
Don Gallaneo and his couſin Don Galfco, And though we are 
aſſured that you will execute on them the puniſhment that ſo vily 
treaſon requires, (foz we have underſtod the impziloament of 
yur daughter the P2inceſs Perſianz, conſenter to their deaths.) 
fotwirhſtanding we being perlons whom this akozeſaid mat- 
ter concerns, do accuſe as well the Duke as the Knight of che 
Golden Image, with the Pzinceſs Perliana pour daughter, as au- 
thozs and actoꝛs of their deaths, and therefoze trayto2s aud males 
facto2s, And J Low to appꝛove it againſt them Loch together, oz 
with what Knight the Pzinceſs ſhall appoint in her defence: 02 A 
will not be ounted a Gyant oz King of the Land where any of us 
is known, if J make them not p2eſently confeſs this their trea⸗ 
ſon, that you may chaſtiſe it as you ſhall better judge: and heres 
with ended his ſperch. The great rage conceived by thoſe Knights 
hearing themſelvcs called traptors, cannot be ſufficiently erp2eft. 
The Soldan underſtanding of rhe Gyant what he was, roſe from 
hisſeat to entertain him as his ſtate required, intreats him to ſic 
down. Jt Lots not (ſaid he) hut only that ye ſend foz theſe trap⸗ 
us, to anlwer my obfections: fo; J have pꝛomiled not to put off 
my arino?, till J be ſatisfied with mp revenge. The Duke ſtep- 
ping even where the Gpant was talking, whom when he better 
law his de ſozmity and bigneſs (foz though Himſelf were of god 
ſfature, yet reachcd not to His middle) ſomewhat ſcared him: 
dut remembzing by what valiant Bnights he was backt, reſolute⸗ 
ly made this anſwer to the Giants fozmer ſpæches. If we haz 
not heretofoze heard, and now by experience ſeen thy great pzide 
(K.of Cyprus) we had reaſon to think no humane creature coulds 
have p2ocreated a thing lo monſtrous, and to her ſelf ſo contrary, 
though ſuch as thou art are . ſen from the off-ſpzing of 
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vild a kind, whereby thou ſeemeſt to colour thy evil groundey 
reaſons and arrogant p2ide, in joyning kindzed with the Sol, 
dan, our dead Dovereign., Aud if in caſe thou be ſuch a one 
as thy ſpeech declares, thou moze obſcureſt with thy evil devs 
his ropal progeny, than ever with wozds thou mapſt amplifie 
it. Moreover know, Jam the Duke Altron , whom thon 
comelt to accuſe $ and whereas thou ſaxeſt, J and the Eni 
of the golden Image have treacterouſiy flaine Don Gallines; 
A reply, thou moſt kaldy lieſt, which my [elf am ready to ay; 
pꝛove in battel, oz pꝛelent my Champion foz the fame. The 
Pzince Arſilco, all this while ready to choak with ertream 
rage. vet moderately laid thus, Since thou art altogether over 
whelmed in the treaſons thou ſpeakelt of (Cyprus King) knoy 
that touching the Þnight of the golden Image, thou haft mof 
falfip lyed in thy throatzand cherefoze bzing with thee one of thy 
bzothers, oz whom elle thou wilt. Foz ifthou wilt not ftay 
until his wounds be cured, mp ſelf in his place will approve 
the utmoſt of thy lpeches to te merlp falſe , foz he is not 
Pzince noz Knight, that would have p2ocured Don Gallaneo' 
death, except fozced thereunto, th2ough his great treaſons am 
demerits yea his couſin alſo, like a vile traytoz died, treacheroul⸗ 
ly going to murther him in his bed, Den Brianel diſſembling his 
anger, with a ſcoffing laughter.not ſuffering the Ving of Cyprus 
to reply, ſaid to him. Ithink King, Þnight,02 Giant, oz what 
thou wilt, thou thoughteſt thy challenge would return unaccepted, 
becauſe no Bnight might be here able in bigneſs and defozmity ty 
anſwer thee, and pet in mp opinion thy p2ide is far greater than 
thy body. But paſſing this, know, that in the Pzinceſs bei- 
frana's name, J will make the third in combat, againſt one of 
thy bꝛothers oz thy ſelf, to prove (with the help of the immogtal 
Gods) that in the great untroth bzeathed fozth by thee, thou moſt 
treacherouflp Iyeſt. | 
And ſ&ing we are all prepared to fight, be it pzeſentty while 
the paſſion of thy furiouſneſs is hot, left after thou excuſe thy ſelf 
. by the weight of thy armour overlong wozn. The fearfull Giant 
ſeing with what courage and audacity ofſpe&ch theſe Knights 
fpake tohim, was divers times about to lap hands on his boy- 
firous axe, thereby to puniſh rhe taviſh of their tongues ,-no 
| moze. 
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moꝛe eſteming the combat with an hundzed of them, than doth a 
furious Bulla trop of little whelps, and being ready to burſt 
with fury, uttered theſe woꝛds to the Soldan. 

By the high powers ok the Gods (dzead Lo2d) if theſe filly 
mav-men were not bekoze thy lacred pzeſence, J would have in- 
flicted luch heavy puniſhment on them, that they ſhould be etam⸗ 
ples to all others as (ould pꝛeſume to ſpeak in ſuch manner to 
any of my degree. But J will this once reſtrain mp ſelf, and 
erpect the combat till the Knight ofthe golden Jmage be bꝛought 
well of his wounds, that my revenge may be the greater: Foy 
] mean to wage the fight with all four, Noz would J have you 
repute my woꝛds in vain; foz J have other. times done the like, 
againſt an hund2ed better than the beſt of them. Whereunts-: 
Don Brianel made anſ[wer. | 

Doſt thou confirm my fozmer ſpeches in fo long pꝛolonging 
this fight, daring lay thou wilt do it againſt them all knowing, us 
to be ſuch Knights, that will not ſuffer one another to enter the 
fight with ſuch advantage? Then rhe Soldan commanded them 
all lence, ſaping:that the King of Cyprus accuſing three knights, 
the like number muſk be againſt him: to wit, the King and his 
hethren that ſhall agree thereto. Be it as you ſhall command 
(ſaid the King) and my two bꝛothers ſhall accompany me, though 
moze willing J would have had this combat my ſelf, againſt 
three, four, oz moze, that they might thereby ſee how little J 
eſteem of them. | 

Then the Soldan again commanded ſilence to be kept, and 
called the two Lozds of Armenia & Teſſifanty, with other Loꝛds 
tocouncil, touching the confirmation of the challenge, which- 
being ended, they returned, and commanding the Knights and 
Gpyants to attend, he ſaid : Paving conſulted concerning the ac⸗ 
cuſation made by the King of Cyprus, againſt the Duke Alfiron, 
the Knight ok the Golden Image, and my Daughter, we have 
ſound he may lawfully do it, being as he is the mightieſt of kin⸗ 
d2ed that DonGallaneo hath. And mozeover, becauſe the Duke 
himſetf'is accuſed, he may not in perſon enter the combat: and 
lo much koz the Knight of the Golden mage. 

Therekore it behoves you, Duke, to find a Champion to un⸗ 
dertake this battel koz you, fering'the Prince Arſileo aan og 
0} 
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foz the-Bnight of the Golden Image, c bis companion foz mp 
daughter, and it muſt be foxthwith, * + | 
Now though the Duke. ſeemed outwardly Yſpleaſed, being 
* fozbidden the combat in perſon, yet was it not fo oz he greatly 
feared the Giants fozces: Peverthelels he anſweked the Sol⸗ 
dan in this manner. Seing J mult leck a Champion co defend 
my right, grant me ſome time (dꝛead @overaign) to doit. 3 
give you laid the Soldan, twelve days, wherein lk to it, and 
conſider ou all things pou ſhall need, that after, vou complain not 
3 have done you inſuſlice. Then was the Pzinceſs Per ſiana 
ſent fo2, that ſhe ſhould agree that the ſame Unight ſhauld be hex 
delſender. On this meſſage went the Kings of Armenia any 
Tellifancy, and alſo to bzing her, who acquainted her with all. 
they had therein labourcd, accozding to her requeſt, and that the 
Ling of Cyprus being come to the Court, had not acculed her 


alone. but alſo the Knight of the Golden Image, and the Soldan 1 4 
ſent koz her, to fee if ſhe would allow the adventurous Bnight tf 
fo2 her Champion, Whereupon being conducted to her Fathers * 
pꝛelence, ſhe pꝛoſtrated her ſelf; befoze him, but he ſternly lok⸗ i 
ing eon her, laid: Conſider Pzinecſs on the ankwer pou muſt 2 
make befoze the King of Cyprus. She anſwered, ſhe knew not b 
his demand,: then had ſhe it reiterated : Wherennto ſhe replied, 7 
J know not What J ſhall anſwer to ſuch a falſe and unjuſt re⸗ [ 


queſt, and moſt untcue luggeſtion: but ſince you alſo joyn with 
nie the Enight of the Colden Image, let him anſwer both foz. 
himſelf aud me, to whom J commit my like, honoz, right, and ju- 
ſtice. we lent not fo2 pon to this end (ſaid the Sophy) ſoz the 
Bnight of the Golden Image muſt not combat himſelf; but ſee if 
Lou will Fave the adventurous Kvight defend pour cauſe oz no. 
JI care not if he do (replicd ſhe) and pet Jthink he would wil⸗ 
lingly accept it; having all right aud juſtice on his behalf, defends, 
ing the innocencp of a diſtreled Pꝛincels: And J beſeech the im⸗ 
moztal Gods, J may live to acknowledge and &ratifie this hi 
great courieſie. : 
To this (replied Don Brianel) pour ſelf (divine Lady) having 
ſo great juſtice to defend pour innocency, maketh me the debter 
lan this high favour, whole grace hath decreed to lay the couft: 
dence of ſo great a charge, on ſo mean and unde lerving a 1 
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"P | whoſe ſervice fot this honour is in perpetual bond to pour graci- 
ous Pighnels, Upon the end of which ſpeeches, the gages 


15 vere on either ſize accepted, and the dap ok battel acfigned to be 
1, twelve days akter. SIS 

nd The Soldan commanded both the Duke and Painceſs to be 
3. | guarded in ſeveral ſtrong Towers: and turning to the Bing ok 
ud Cyprus, inſtantly requeſted him to lodge in his Palace untill the 
bt battail were paſt. The Bing caſily condeſcendcd thereto, having 
az | already purpoſed, that if he remained Utc>oz of (he Fight, to re⸗ 
ex quire the Soldan to pardon his daughter, and give her him with 
1d the Kingdom of Anticch as his right, being next heiꝛ to Don 
11. J Gallaneo, fo; which cauſe he remained there, where the Soldan 
he | greatly honoured him. 91 0 | 

er The Pzince Ariileo, Don Brianel, with the Kings, Dukes, 
in | and Carls, returned to the Dukes Palace, to tell Don Bellianis 
t | ihe o2der taken: and entering where he was, they faund him 
's now ſomwhat better than they befoze had left Him, to whom 
„they then declared all that had paſſed between them andthe Sol⸗ 
a dan, and how the day of battel was asſigned, and that the Duke 
xt. bad no Champion foz Himſelf,” and how they had accepted:the 
d combat in his and the Pꝛinceſs Perſiana's name, expreſſing alſo 
G the great fierceneſs of the Gpants, particularly deſcribing the 
h defozmed features of the Bing of Cyprus, pꝛoteſting they had 
never ſeen the like. Don Bellianis concetving an extream rage, 
- | bearing thac diſcourſe, and how the Soldan would not permit 
e | him to the combat at ſuch a time, wherein he was reputed a 


traptoz, wherewith being almoſt beſides Himſelf, with unre- 
' rained fury ſaid, What? thinks the Soldan this ſhall be lufle⸗ 
J redthat he hath ozdained, and that with ſo great maliciouſneſs 
{againſt the Law of arms, his defire ſhall. be fulfilled 2- No; the 
Powers divine will not permit it. And therewithall he role and 
{ate upon his bed, and in all haſte called for his cloaths. The 


it, which he would not, but in all haſte made Himſelf ready, re- 


, commanded that none ſhould accompanie him, ſave the Pꝛincels 
there preſent, that led him by the arms leſt he ſhould fall. But 
a little after, the Pzinceſs Florisbella's Damoſels followed. him, 


- 
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Damlels ſeing him thus determined, intreated him not to do 


liſtchg all their requeſts, and alſo the Pꝛincels Aurora's, and 


* 


106 Don Bellianis of Greece, or 


in which manner they went through the City, until they came ta 
the Soldans Palace, who being ſeen and known by the common 
people, ſaid one to another, viewing him ſo faint and weak, 
Behold here the Knight, which overcame the Knights of the un- | 
happy bzidge, and that twk the Dukes part in the laſt journey, 
Many followed him to know the cauſe of His ſo going in ſuch ill 
diſpoſition, who being at the Palace gate, ſent the Soldan won 
he was come to ſpeak with him, Mhen it was ſo told the @0- 
phy, he was at table, accompanied with the Bing of Cyprus any 
his bzothers, who underſtanding he was there, commanded he 
Gould be admitted to his pꝛeſente. 

Is this the Knight of the Golden Image (demanded tbe K,) 
whome A come boch to accuſe and challenge, foz the treacherphe 
committed by the death of my dear couſins. This is he (replied 
the Soldan) and do aſſure pou his peer the ſun ſhines not on, 10 
£qual him in ſtrength and valour, | 

That may be (ſaid the King) among ſuch as himſelf : andit 
were a blot to my honour, to make any account of a hundzed ſuch 
as he. Pou wrong your ſelf to think'fo( anſwered the Soldan) 
fo2 if he ſhould enter in the fight, J would not for the wo2ld al/ 
ſure pou of the victory: and therekoze A ozdered what J did. 
Now you have told me ſo (ſaid the Giant) it behoves me in any 
wiſe to crave the Combat againſt him, foz if J ſhould not, 
Jam foz ever diſhonoured, J will have no moze wo2ds Here- 
on (ſaid the @ophy) foz in doing otherwiſe J ſheuld not be re- 
: venged on him and the Duke as J deſire. The King disdainful- 
ly laughed at his wo2ds, and ſaid. If the others that in this bat- 
tel ſhall enter, were as pou make him, yet ſhould my will be 
accompliſhed : Eut fince you will have it otherwiſe, J peeld unto 
you. Thereon (ſaid the Doldan) give me pour hand and wozd, 


not to accept at this time auy battel againſt him. J p2zomilſe you 
lo to do (ſaid the Giant) though it be to my laſting blame. 


CHAP. 
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CHA P. XXII. 17 
What ſpeeches paſſcd between the Knight of the Golden Image 
ak, and the Soldan, and how he was ſtayed in the Palace till he 
end of the. Pattel. , 
On Bellianis being befoze the Sophies pꝛeſence, ſhewed no 
i kind of duty, thinking that one of his ſtate c pꝛetending ſuch 
a challenge ſhould rather ſeem ſtern & fierce, than humble & mild, 
20, though his weakneſs though the grievouſneſs of his wounds was 
any bo great, that no Knight under the cope of heaven was able with 
be ich patience to endure half the pain that he perkozce ſuſtained, 
" Þ which notwithſtanding, with a cleer voice that he might be heard 
ofall the aſſembly, diſſembling his ſozrow as much as he could, 
ſaid, | 
Jam (moſt mighty Lo2d) fozced to come to your pꝛeſence in 
this manner as you lee, by hearing certvin things that here have 
hen debated in pꝛejudice of mp honoz & reputation, which moſt ex- 
(@dingly have augmented the pain e grief of my great ſickneſs : 
{oz which cauſe J fear J ſhall not be able to utter the imaginati⸗ 
ms of my penſive heart, with lo great decozum & reverence as ap ⸗ 
wertaineth to ſo high a perſonage. And J pꝛoteſt J had not hither - 
ume, but pzeſuming on the equalneſs of thy juſtice. The Soldan 
leing him in luch diſtreſs commanded him ere he further pꝛocted⸗ 
nato ſit down, a Chair being bzought, he humbling himſelf foz 
that courteſie,ſathim down, being in ſuch caſe, that he had like a 
thouſand times to have ſoundedas he od, thꝛough the great de- 
hility of his body. But dzawing ſtrength from his never fainting 
wurage ( ſ&eing that Felliſtone the fierce gazed on him) reſting 
aſfoniſhed at his great monſtrouſie turned to the Soldan with 
theſe wo2ds. Ik accozding to the juſtice of my cauſe,moſt mighty 
Lozd, committed to the adminiſtration of thoſe men, to that end 
zo placed by the immoztal Gods on this terreſtrial ball, pzomiſing 
large guerdons, in their future life of everlaſting happineſs, ik 
with equity a right, they execute the function of ſo high comands 
ing powers. whercuato the fpacious Territozies of your vaſt, Em⸗ 
- I pire binds pou, you lok into this whole matter, ſearching the 
p. true ground thereof, not luffering the unb2idled paſſion of baſe 
partiality, to bind the eyes of your admiring judgment, which 
moſt often is wont to oblcure.# utterly with ignominp, beſmears 
- the 
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the magnanimity of the nobleſt minds. Then J cannot but great | 
ly marvel fo2 what reaſons pou have ſo far p2oceeded in my af] 
fairs, ſæing my ſelf endeavoured with the utmoſt of my ſtrength 
to ſhew my pꝛoſtrate ſervice to your highnels; whole gentle re 
gard might have been the cauſe that the leaſt reafon p2oceeding 
from pour royal ſelf,ſhould have contentedly ſatisfied me at pom 
Command. And J vow by the Immortal Gods no rep2oachſhoglh 
have ſcandaliz'd your mightineſs,no2 any injurious infamy (tain 
the honoz of pour ſtate, ił my ſelf had been firit heard, and my con- 
ſent granted to the asſigned combat. Foz in my judgement it is 
againſt natural reaſon; that J being willing to dekend the truth, 
(whereof my own heart only can bear witneſs) another altoge⸗ 
ther ignorant thereof,ſhould in my cauſe indanger his ſweet life, 
Touching what J cannot ſ#,noz yet conceive in what foundatim 
you ſhould build pour raſh decree, to ſuffer the accuſation of t 
Duke & the P2inceſs your Daughter, who in no reſpect could 


partakers,no2 counſellers in what is paſt. Foz if A flew Don Gal. 


ſco, I did it becauſe he treacheroufly would have done the lite y 
me, that was then altogether ſuſpicionleſs of any ſuch treaſon, 
which fact made me after verifie my ſuſpicion,ſ&eing in what peril 
of their lives Don Gallaneo endangered my companions in tht 
Tournp, that fozced me to ſhed his blod as he would Have dont 
theirs, Df which action, J ſhould then rather have hoped fo; « 
moze large guerdon fo2 this god derd, than now to pꝛocure nen 
combats for it were high viſhonoz to your high name, that ſich 
as he, inured to treaſons,treacheries, and villanies, ſhould be at 
counted the ſon of ſo great a Ponarch, having not only uſed ſuch 
as love p2actices againſt ſtrangere, as the Emperour Don Bella. 
neo, but alſo againſt his own friends, 

Wherefoze you may moſt certainly believe, my ſelf being now 
infozmed of the truth, J have underffwd,that he lekt all his knights 
in the ſame fight, whereby they were all flain, whileſt he moſt 
cowardly fled wich his couſin Don Galf:o. And mo2eover he was 
a traito2 againſt pour ſelf and dignity, in thus perſwaving you 
that the Emperour was dead, oz by him mo2tally wounded, that 
he could by no means eſcape death, who at this p2eſent both 
liveth, and is in perfect health; wher ok fearing to be accuſed by 
me and my companions, that were hereof aſſured by a certain 
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adventure, he pzocured our deaths: mine in the Dukes Palace 
- | by Don Galfeo, while he alſo did the like of my companions in the 


Tourney, where ik he received his condign deſerts thzough lo pit- 
tileſs death, his be the loſs: wherefoze ſince there is none can bet- 
ter bear Teſtimony of this truth than my ſelf,not only againſt the 
knights here pꝛelent, accuſing me, but alſo againſt all thoſe which 
hall challenge me hereof, J will ten days hence anſwer it them 
in field, and appzove it on their ſteel plumed burgonets: neither 
will Jhereupon (whatſoever may befall me) deny them the com- 
bat, wherein J will make them know the great treacheries which 
they would have nſed againſt me. And if pon ſhall refuſe to do 
me this juſtice, aſſure your ſelf Jam a man able moꝛe ſtricly to 
require it at your hands: Foz the Eternal powers of the Pea- 
venly and Carthly Oꝛbs, have not fnfuſed ſo little courage in my 
uncoloured heart, that any fear but theirs ſhould dant my mind : 
where he ended his ſpeech, not able to pꝛoces any further, 

The Soldan all this while od gazing on him with great ad⸗ 
miration, in his doubtful breaſt revolving many things, laping to 
himſelk, that his like foz courage he never heard of, and greatly 
wondzed who he ſhould be that in ſuch open terms durſt pzeſume 
to defie him to his face, and in his own Land. But as a man not 
able to reſtrain the reins of his paſſion, wanting the chiekeſt thing 
well and juſtly to judge of matters, ſhaped him this unbefeeming 
anſwer, holding the King of Cypras by the hand, that willingly 
would have firſt replied. Think not, knight of the golden Image. 
that in what ts done. vou have received any diſhonour: Foz it is 
not lawfnl poit ſhould enter combat in your pꝛoper caufe ; Foz 
were it god oꝛ bad, you would (howſoever it might happen) p20- 
cure the god lucceſs of pour pꝛetenſion; fo2 Jam periwaded port 
fight by Inchantment, leeing the Knights of the unhappy bꝛidge 
were not able to endanger you. And therefoze is it reaſon none be 
admitted in battel againſt pon: and concerning the reſt of pour 
threats, pou hall do what vou may, if the time will permit pou. 
Fo? in vain the Gods have made me Archruler over 15 many ter⸗ 
titoꝛies, it J ſhould not accompliſh the utmoſt of my will. In which 


| ſeaſon J will have yon remain in my Palace, untill the geod oz 


bad ſucceſs ot the concbat be by tryal knowr, that according there 
unto my pleaſure map be fulfilled to the full. if 
P 2 1-ut 
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But the Bing of Cyprus being very big ſwoln with-ſuch er⸗ 
tream pꝛide that he was ready to burſt, ſaid to Don Bellianis wi 
lo hideous doice as if He would ſwallow him down alive. Gzegt 
is thy delperate madneſs, Knight of. the Golden Image, that 3 
know not where thou ſhould'lt be bozn : Foz wich my only ſight * ˖ 
J was wont to terrifie others both mightier, k in courage hardier — 
than thou, and now thinkeſt thou to eſcape tnpuniſhed 2 J aſſnce 
the, that if the end of the battel, conſiſted in nought elle, but with 
the firſt encounter ok my Lance, to bzing thee to ſuch extremity, 
that thou never chouldeſt be moze able to enter any other fight: 
whereby alſo, we, ſhould. after eſchew the Soldans judgment in 
this caſe,thou ſhouldeſt thereunto be admitted. But becauſe-thoy 
being csnvicted with the treaſons thou haſf committed he deter⸗ How 
minech otherwile to challiſe thy inſolency, and ſo hath luſpender ha 
thee from the battel. | 

J have no great need to attempt it (replied Don Bellianis) foꝝ 3 
am ſure thou ſhalt have to do with ſuch Knights, and when the 
combat is ended it ſhall be publickly ſen, that. J am not of cons 
dition like thy treacherous couſins, | 

But J deſired with my own perſon to rid thee of the great 
doubt that thou art in. And akter to require account of the outs 
tage thou offeredſt to two damſels of my company, upon whom 
thou did'ſt ſhew part of thy conſanguinity with the traytoz Don 

Gallaneo, | * 

All this Don Bellianis uttered, the more to enrage the enraged 
Giant, to make him accept the combat with him, though he needed 
not to ſpur a fozward hozle :. Foz he was impatient to ſe himſelf. 
upb2aided with tuch oppꝛobzious taunts, in pzeſence of that Roy- once 
al aſſembly, but he had as is afoze mentioned, pꝛomiſed the Bol⸗ moſt 
dan to the contrary, who fearing they ſhould. attempt moze than 
woꝛds, ſaid to Don Bellianis, | | 

Hereon Knight talk no moze,fo2 what is decreed ſhall be execus ing! 
ted. Be it as you have laid anlwe red he) but by the way, remem⸗ wk 
ber the great injuſtice you offer me. The furious Soldan would F 
not anſwer him, but by his commandment he was committed to. 
a ſtrong Tower, and molt ſurely guarded, leaving with him the 
damlels of the Pꝛincels Florisbella to cure his wounds. {I finh 

Arlil:o # Don Brianel, fearing by their ſp&ches to add fewel to 


the 
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the Kindler fire, laid nothing but deſtring the day ok combat were 
cone, returned to their lodgings, ſending ſtraight ways koz the 
knights they befoze had ſent to the wod, whoſe help did afterward 
greatly avail them. The Soldan remained in his Palace very 
glad thinking to execute both the Duke, and the Knight-of the 
Golden Jake; andlikewiſe quieted che King ok Cyprus, that 
much impoꝛtuned him to! ſuffer” Dire Bellianis to enter in the 
combat, alleaging he might better te his content be revenged 
that wap koz all his treacheries. LET 
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CHAP, XXIII. 
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How Don B.Nlliatis diſguiſed, ifſued out of the Tower. What 
happened him with Don Contumellano of Phœnicia, and how: 
he returned unknown into the City, 


2 


AE neceſſary p2eparations being 02dered againſt the day of 
1 the famous Battel, ten days were paſt of the appointed 
ume, aud pet the Duke had not noz could find any, that would in 
1 his behalf undertake that combat, which extreamly grie ved him, 
pet the magnanimity of his couragious heart permitted no outs 
" ward ſhe w thereof. No leſs was the ſozrow that the beauteous 
TY Pcrfiana ſuſtained, continually beſeching her Gods, not to ſuk⸗ 
fer her Honours to wack, noz the downfal of her Paidens 
MF fame, thzough want of a Champion to maintain the juſtice of 
ber cauſe, 
On the other ſide, the great anguiſh of mind that Don B=11i1nis 
V tonceived, cannot be exp2eſt, which was lo grievous that his Da⸗ 
"I moſels could by no means diminiſh, no2 himſelf could find no cõ⸗ 
VF f62t for his troubled fantaſies: but at length he ſo recovortd his 
weak ſtrength, that he was able to walk about his chamber,ſee- 
ing hielt in dilpoſttion to buckle on his armoz: And certainly had 
he but it, and his [wo2d, he had bꝛoke fozth among the ſtrongeſt 
watch that guarded him, which in the day time were about 30 mẽ 
0 in the night that number was doubled. In the mean time he uſed 
Ito ſend one of the Damſels to know if the Duke had got any to 
fight in his quarrel, and when he heard ok none on who he Ive 
truſt 
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truſt ſo weighty a charge (though he had many god and valiam 
Knights) by reaſon of the fierceneſsof the King of Cyprus, and hig 
b2others.his grievous paſſions were redoubled ; One of his dams 
ſels that accompanied him, by name Floria na, daughter to the 
Duke ok Turſia, being Lo2d of many countries under the Soldan 
of Babylon, which was the chiefeſt & beſt beloved of the Pzinceſg 
Florisbella. The other was daughter to the Carl Cellanea, names 
Per ſiana. But the firſt ſaid to Don Bellianis, the ſozrow of my griy- 
ed heart is ſuch ( renouned Sir) to ſee the courſe of theſe things. that 
I tannot in wo2ds ſhew it, as alſo ſ&ing you cannot uſe pour vals; 
to remedy them, wherein pour life & honoz do depend. Wherefoze 
revolving many things in my troubled thoughts, have in the end 
affying- on the rare courage of pour admirable ſtrength, though 
now made weak by treacherous deſigns © ſiniſter occaſions,veviſed 
this as the laſt refuge to redzeſs theſe wzongs) + this it is. Po 
know that we oftentime go fo2th unſuſpected oz miſtruſted ok the 
guard. Now may you diſguiſed & atired in the apparel of one of ug, 
having no hair on pour face, get abꝛoad, where you may eaſily pꝛo⸗ 
ture hozſe & armoz, t do what pou elſe think beſt, returning un⸗ 
known vnto the Palace, and there undertake the combat, c in the 
mean time J will remain in bed, faining to be you, ſuffering none 
to ſpeak with me. ſa ping J am extream ſtck. Don Bellianis was (9 
Joyful with this unloked # unthought of remedy, as hardly it may 
be erp2eſled hoping thereby not only to aſſure his own life, but 
allo his companions in that manifeſt danger, though he nothing 
doubted their valoz c embꝛacing the Damlel laid. Pꝛay unto the 
Cods (my god Floriana) that theſe troubles may have their de- le 
ſired end, r then J pꝛomile you this great care-ſþall be fully grati⸗ m 
lied ts your content. There is no reaſon/ replied ſhe ) why vou Gould. © U 
bind pour ſelf to any ſuch gratification, wichout deſert, ſeeing my n 
duty bindeth me to pour perpetual lervice, æ ſo think not much of re 
this Jcounſel'd you. And A tntreat you govern your ſelf well a- it 


bꝛoad, fo2 being yet weak, pou might fall into ſome other greater a 
danger. Mhereupon ſeeing the night appꝛoach, he put onFlori:na's Y 
apparel.wherewitth he became lo fair, that the Damlels not a lit- fi 
tle wondzed to fee him ſo beautiful, & Perſiana cryedout, Js it ! 
-poſiible, Oh Gods, ſuch beauty ſhould be on earth: you had teen l 
better reſerved it to glozy by pour imperial Thzones,unleſs here c 


you 
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you will inhabit, to manifeſt pour great Powezs among us. 

And truly ( fir Bnight) ſuch beauty was never ſeen but in the 
Puncels Florisbella dur Lady Miſtreſs: and well is it foz all 
Bnights you are not ok our ſex, elſe ſo many would by vou periſh, 
as by the Pꝛinceſs our Miſtrils, whole only fight killeth (though 
not out⸗ right, pet with living death,) like the murthering eyes of a 
ſlaying Vaſilisk, Js her beauty ſo admirable to tauſe ſuch altera⸗ 
tions in men: (demanded he.) Pott cannot believe, noz we ſet 
down (laid Floriana) the greatneſs thereof, And becauſe you may 
know J wear with me ſo great a beauty as pours, J will ſhew it 
you, which J continually carry with me. 4 

And ſo ſhe pulled it out of her pocket, and gave it him, which he 
ſtraight knew to be the lame that was poztrated on his Shield, 
though his was moze lively, and foz all he viewed it continually, 
did ne er ask whoſe it was, imagining no ſuch perfection could be 
on earth, and that Bellona had only let it there fo; a ſhew > Then 
ſuddenly was he wounded to the heart, with the unreſifted dart of 
all-conquering Love. c not able to withſtand it, was inflamed with 
the fire that laſted all the days ok his like, ſurp2ized wich lo great 


.deſire to ſe the ſubſtance of that ſhadow, that ſttaigyt He would 


depart thither, leaving all things he had then in hand unfiniſhed, 
In this new accident was he a Kod while, not knowing how to 
reſolve himſelf, ſave in fixing his longing eyes on that dainty pi⸗ 
ture, having no moze colour than in a dead man; which the dam⸗ 
ſels ſeeing, and thinking his riſing had cauled this alteration, held 
him by the arms, leſt he ſhould fall; he recovering and feeling hin - 
ſelf touched,thzough ſhamefacednels died his face with luch a ver⸗ 
milion bluſh; that he tedoubled his fairneſs', to whom they laid. 
What ertraozdinarp paſſion did pou feel? which made us fear ſome 
new peril had befallen you in that ſtrange chance: Whereco he 
replied. A fudden grief ſurpziſed me on my left ſide, ſo ſtrongly,that 
it almoſt benumb'd my veins, and reft me of my vital lenſes, Ik 
any wound be the cauſe thereof (ſaid they) uncloath pour lelk, and 
we will fe it. Jt (hall not ned-(anſwered Don Beſlianis) fo2 A 
ſhall ſtay tw long. Eut J p2ay vou give me this Picture; that ſo 
much reſembles another J have. It is at pour command, replied 
the Ladies, but take hed you loſe it not: koz if you do, it ſhall - 

colt pou pourès. . 
Then 
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Then he taking his leave of them, leaving Floriana abed in his 
tend, went out of:the Chamber, to delcend the tower, and by the 
way the met the: Bings of Armenia and Tellifanti, that came to vi- 
ſit the Buight of the Golden Image; whom he knowing, ſaid in 
pꝛelence of moſt of the guard: Pout Wajeſties map not enter, fo; 
the Knight of the Golden Image is a fieep, and ſo ſick, that J fear 
he will hardly eſcape che danger of his wounds; and J come to tell 
theſe Bnighcs:that for a few days they ſhould ſuffer none to viſit 
him, for it would be very troublefome to him, and now J will go 
to know what the Duke determineth about His cauſe. 

The Kivgs hearing this would go no further, but charging th 
guard to let none enter his Chamber returned back, leading Don 
Pcllianis with them, whom thep knew not thzough the obſcurity of 
the night, and had it not been his penfive and fullen melancholy, 
they could not but have known: Him by the'tallneſs of His body, ak 
though he ſtoped as mucb as he could, and being all without the 
Palace, the Kings would accompany him tothe Dukes Tower, but 
be thanking them fo" that courteſte, would not ſuffer them, and ſo 
departed going alone, and being nigh the Dukes Palace, he eſpied 
his companions talking with many nights, and becauſe he would 
not be known, he tak another by-way; which led him without the 
City⸗gate, though which he went tilt he came to a fair grove of 
Trees, ſomewhat-out-of the high⸗ wap, where under a ſpzeaving 
beech he lay tiff the Mon began with her light to ſhew her ſelf, 
there was he ſuxprized wich the remembz2ance of the beauty of the 
moſt/hongurable: P2incels Florisbella, which he ſo contemplate, 
that he was carried away with the deep imaginations of her divine 
perfcctions, that he knew not whether he were in Yeaven oz in 
Carth, and dzawing fo2th the Picture that the Damſels had giv- 
en him, with heart-bzeaking ſighs, he uttered theſe wozds pꝛo⸗ 
coding from the bottom of his love ſick Soul. O Divine and 
molt Angelical beauty of the abſoluteſt Pzinceſs living on this 
maſſp Ozb, unhappp was the hour wherein J heard thee named, 
and mo2e unfoztunate, when mp eres were captivated in the admi⸗ 
red ſight of thy pictured beauty, ſoz ſeeing the ſole ſtadow of thy 
nominated rareneſs, hath the power to d2zown me in heavy loul⸗ 
tozmented Paſlions, what then will the ſubſtance of thy im- 
moztal deity do, when the fruition of that ſight ſhall rob me ef 


my 


* 
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my ſoping lenſes. Then muſt Jonly call and continually cry fo: 
death as chiefeſt anchozage and remedy ok mp wounds, c with my 
life to end theſe extream and intollerable ſozrowe. Put fol that 
Jam, where may J obtain moze glozy than to nouriſh luch con- 
ceits 02 happy foztune then poſſeſſing this; ſight⸗burthening to2- 
ment, if J do not altogether deſpair at the curing ſalve, foy my 
moztal wound. Dh ( wile Bellona) not without cauſe didſt thou 
bio me come to the Soldans Court, and remember me, A ſhould 
| I notthere, in my greateſt affections,looſe the reins of my bicthcou- 
cage. But who is he, that is able to do ſo, having no ſtrength to 
wunterpoize my griefs, no cure fo2 my oppꝛelled heart, being fo 
ur removed from. the cauſer of my tozments, whole ſupzeam 
thoughts cannot deign to bend their favonr on ſo mean a Knight, 
and if they did, how ſhould J merit and obſerve them, by con- 
ning both deſires in one, when the large continents of the ſpaci- 
us wozld do not contain two greater enemies than hers and mp 
licher, oz where:is there a greater difference of laws, and religion, 
than betwirt them whereby J map not only deſpair of remedy, 
but live perpetually the diſgracefulleſt Knight that in this age 
lurviveth. Dh Floriana,when,o2 wherein, did J lo much injure thee, 
that thou ſhouldeſt on me ſo cruelly be revenged : and hereat fix⸗ 
ing his eyes on his imaginary ſorrows, and unable to reſiſt the 
tiolence of the ſudden paſſion,fell in a trance, wherein he continu- 
dtilla Knight arrived there, which travelled that way, by the light 
if the then ſhining Pon. who leing that Lady lye with the picture 
in manner rehearſed, alighted and tied his hozſe to a tre, and go⸗ 
ing to her, tok her in his arme, uſing thoſe remedies that he knew 
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a t0 recover, if ſhe were not dead, which he feared , ſ&ing her ſir 
„ uither hand noz fet. 

, | Pon B.llianis, with what was done unto him returned to him- 
I ſelf, greatly amazed, to lee that Knight there, thinking he had 
8 heard his complaint. But the knight reſted no leſs aſtoniſhed to 
. le his excellent beauty, that he could not utter one woꝛd, yet with 


t itrembling voice, cauſed by ſudden fire ok love that burnt his 
| heart, ſaid, What great miſfo2tune hath befallen vou ( moſt fair 
F Lady) that in this ſolitary place ſhould put pou in ſuch extream 
a Anguiſh? J ſwear by the ozder of Knighthod J have received, with 
of the uttermolt of my power, even with my death, to pꝛocure pour 

N pꝛelent 
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pꝛelent remedy, DThercfoze J beſcech you, courteous Damzel to 
tell it me, fo2 A ſhall account my ſelf moze happy to be imployey. 
in your ſervice, than to be created Cmperour of Conſtantinople, 


ſ&ing your rare beauty binds all the wozld ts your ſervice, ad mos 


being therein to deſire, than to live and dye at pour command, 
The Pzince Don Bcllianis heard his ſpeech to the end, and ſmi- 
led in himſelf to ſ& the Knights deceit, although thoſe wozds 
added a greater flame to his burning fire, with remembzance of 
his Prs. And he determine to anſwer him accozding to his opi- 
nion, that his own purpole might not be diſcovered, though he 
ſhould thereby moze tozment the Knight, greatly delighting in 
ſuch diſcourſes. hoping himſelf to uſe them, if at any time he ſay 
the P2inceſs Florisbella, and therefoze replied thus. 
Trulpeſir knight although my misfoztune were not fo no other 
cauſe than now to jop your pꝛeſence, A ould have taken it fo2 my 
greateſt conſolation: And think my ſelf moſt happy that theGodg 
have permitted me, to arrive in this place to enjoy tbe p2omile 
which youok pour meer bounty and courteſie have ſo liberally made. 
Fo2 my chance is the ſtrangeſt, that ever pou heard:and therefoie 
it behoves me, that you grant me a bon, nothing diſadvantaging 
your ſelf thereby. The Knight joying moe thereat than at any 
thing in all his life anſwered. Command me what you will (fair 
Lady)fo2 vou need not demand any thing by intreaty. Then befoze 
we pꝛocted any thing further ( ſaidDon Bellianis)unclaſp your helm 
and after you ſhall know what J require. The knight ſtraight did 
it, and ſitting down having hitherto ſtod) diſcourſed together of 
diverle things, chieflp touching amozous matters. Don Bellianis 
was greatly pleaſed with his talk and the moze to eaſe his own 
grief, It is ueedleſs to deſcribe the features of theKnight, being of 
à gallant diſpoſition and young, not five and twenty years of age, 
of whom Don Bellianis demanded his name, whereto he ſaid he 
would do it, if ſhe would accept him fo; hers. Don Bellianis ſaid J 
will, if that will pleaſe you, and ſo fozward with your diſcourſe, 
Then know (mp dear Lady) my name is Don Contumeliano of 
Phænicia, ſon and heir to theKing of that Country: and by another 
name am called the ſolitary knight, becaule J pꝛolels nothing that 
better agrees with my conditions, than to Wander through ſolita- 


. 


Cities, 
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ay and unknown places, ſhunning the habitation of populated 
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Cities, and Towns, thinking thereby that the blind God of love 


would have no power over me, and therefoze would J not this night 
lye in Perſcpolis: but he hath at his pleaſure revenged himſelf on 
me with your gracious ſight: whoſe ſpeedy remedy if A wane, will 
ltave me altogether b2eathleſs : The hearing of your ſtate (moſt 
noble P2ince }hath highly contented me( laid Don Bellianis)and yet 
reſt J diſcontented, ſuffering the like tozments that you thzough 
ſuch a paſſion fo: pꝛocuring to avoid the cauſe of ſuch effect have 
been this night lo plagued with Loves all-conquering power, that 
now A feel the fozce of His tributary pains. In this chat they 
ſpent the better two _ of the night, when Don Bellianis, being 
reſolved lo demand of the Pꝛince, what he wanted fo2 the combat, 
defiringt that by no means his companions ſhould know his in⸗ 
tent, koz he durſt not truſt them with a battel of ſuch impozt, ho⸗ 
ping alſo to obtain his requeſt, ſaiv, J do deſire pou moſt honozed 
Mince, that you will perkdzm the pzomiſe pou made me, which 
is this.J left not far krom hence a Knight in an extream dangerous 
adbenture deſtitute of an armour,weapons and hozſe,to perfozm a 
most notable combat, and were it not( ür knight) that J alſo pꝛomi⸗ 
led to pꝛocure it him, 4 would not now pꝛeſume fo much to injure 
your as to requeſt them. But believe me, ik J live, 4 will to dur 
tontent gratifie this god turn. Foz at this time can A not do other- 
wile, being requeſted by thatKnight to get him chem. And leeing it 
hath been my hap to meet with vou, J do beleech yon to make me 
lo happy by pour gracious grant, pꝛomiſing if J revive to mozrow 
at this time to return them, and this is my bon and pour pꝛomile. 
The Knight was very joyful tb have occaſion to pleaſure his mi⸗ 
ſreſs.eſpecially expecting ſogreat a benefit as ſhe pzomiſed; cared 
not whether he ever ſhould have them again although they were 
the richeſt in the wo2ld(ſavingDonBellianis's.)@hey were of colour 
deklow rarely ingrayen with curious wozk + let with rich Ozient 
pearls, whoſe ineſtimable worth cannot be valued. In his ſhield 
was pictured a mighty mountain, with a 7850 Tying undet an 
Oak, with his hand under his cheek leaning upon the chielv, Karing 
and gazing on the cruel God ok Love, ſitting on the top with his 
bow and arrows, dꝛawn ſo naturally, that eve! y loker on might ea⸗ 
lily believe it to be alive.And he kald to Don Bellianis. Fair Prs. 
laing all my heart is pony, what nern pon moze? Cave wing 
2 a 
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all J elſe poſſeſs as your awn, foz my armoz and my ſelk reſt at 
pour diſpsling:mo2e deſiring to undertake that combat under pour 
lervice,than with my. armoz to-pkeaſure pou. But ſeeing you will 
have it lo, ſtap while I call my Page that is not far hence, know 
ing J would not go into the City this night: whereupon ſouns 
ded he a Bozn, whole value was moze than might be thought. 
Che fozce of which blaſt was heard thzough all the City, where- 
with he made a certain ſign, at which the page ſtraight came, who 
ſœing his maſter accompanied with that Lady,greatly marvelley, 
knowing it to be againſt his condition, & alighting off his palkrey, 
ſaid, W hat wonder is this (fir) to ſee vou in ſich a place with 
. fo fair a Goddels in your company? I*fear ſhe hath of purpoſe de⸗ 
ſcended the heavens to penetrate the flinty walls of your adamant 
heart. ſeeing on earth there is none that could do it. It greatly pleas 
Ted the Unight to hear his page pzaiſe his Piftreſs lo highly, am 
commanded him, laping: Give me mp other apparel ( Brunco) 
fo2 this Goddels thou ſpeakeſt off ſtayech foz me. Whereupon the 
page dꝛew fo2th of a male the richeſt luit of apparel that ever Don 
Bcllianis ſaw, It was all of a Ruby coloz,embzopdered with many 
of thoſe tones,and other of unvalued pzice:and unbuckling his ate 
mour gave it him, and put on thoſe garments: Don Bellianis ads 
mired and highly commended the Knights gallant liberalitp am 
the moze that deceitful love ſhould make him ſo kind e deſirougts 
requite his bounty,laid,Poft noble and renowned Pzince, J do ats 
cept the gift ef your lent armour, and fo2 the ſame do pꝛomile ere 
twenty days do pals to ;enedy pour grief to pour great p2ofit,and 
ſo require no mo2e of me. Foz this pzomile chePrince kneeledto 
kiſs his hands: Don Bellianis would not ſuffer it, taking him uy. 
in his arms embraced him kindly, which exceedingly gladded his 
heart, And therewith did help him co mount on his hozſe,ſaying, 
Pou may ( ſwert miſtreſs ſit without fear: fo2 though my hozle ſa⸗ 
meth as he dach, pet he is ſo gentle and tzact. ble as map be deſired, 


J believe no lels my good Lo2d replied Don Bcllianis)and taking 


his armoz bound in a cloath befoze him and Don Contumecliano's 
ſwozd in his hand (who tok his Pages) laid: Jintreat you to en⸗ 


ter the City to dap, where pou ſhall ſe your armoz. uſed. and after 
follow theKnight,fo2you ſhall find me in this place, and ſo taking 


n that 


leave departed though the thick grove, leaving him as a ma 


1: 


wad” | A 
343 74 * 


8 1 ¹⁰ Ü e eee 


firmiy 


n 


The Honor of Chivalry. 117 


frmly gazeth on ſome wonder and rapt with admiring tontempla⸗ 
tion thereof, ſuddenly loleth the ſight of his delightful object. Do 
reſted Don Contumeliano, who not knowing what to do, layd 
him down to fleep, till it ſhould be time to enter the city, which he 
did, mounted on his pages horſe 3 in which city he never had been, 
where taking his Inne, expected the hour to go to Court: where 
we leave him, to return to Don Bellianis, travelling thꝛough the 
wod as afo2elaid., 


CHAP. XXIV, 

What happened to Don Bcllianis in the Court, armed in Don Con- 
tumeliano's armour. How he accepted the Battel. His talk with 
on Princeſs Perſiana before the fight, and what befel him in the 
1e. ; 

On Bellianis going though the wod (as is ſaid) came at laſt 
to a cave where in winter the Shepheards uſed to withdzaw - 
themſelves, which he ſeeing to fit His turn, alighted moze eaſier 
than Don Contumeliano did mount him on ho2ſe back, and ſo went 
in, and ſtraight put off Floriana's garments,and armed him as well 

us he could, having no help; which done, he hid his female Robes, . 

covering them with ſome boughs , which he cut with his \wo2d, 

that none that there ſhould arrive might think them otherwiſe: 
and ſo tok his way to Perſepolis,at ſuch time that the giver of all 
light began with his relplendent rays to clear the dusky sky, and 
chaſe the darkned clouds from the airy region, when the chirping 
birds, with their melodious harmony ſaluted the moznings up2iſe- 
ing whole varying notes and pleaſing muſick ſtruck ſuch thoughts 
into the paſſionatePzjnce of his contemplative miſtreſs,that he re- 
carded not his wap, noz knew not where he was, till he found him- 
ſelf at the City gate, which entring, he came to the lodging that Don 
Contumeliano had taken, who being at the doꝛz, pzeſently knew 
reach other, pet ſpake never a wozd: whereupon he tok another 
hozſe, and followed Don Bellianis to the Pallace, to know the end 
of that adventuret#+ by the way were greatly admired of all men, 
.the one koz the richneſs of his Armour, and the other fo2 the 
-Jumpctuouſneſs of his Apparel (as afoze is mentioned, ) Don 


Þ Kclliavis lighted at the Court gate, and having none to hold bis 


ante, Don Contumcliano ſaid, give your hoꝛte to my Page, ho | 
+ fs call. 
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Gall lok unto him: Foꝛ though vou. know me not, vet am J boum 
to do you ary lerbice. Don Bellianis rtquiting his courteſie, dio 
As he requeſted and laid. Duch favo2s ( ſir Knight ) cannot but 
p:eſage a happy ſucceſs to my enterpriſe. And taking him by the 
hand,paſſed into a longGallery,where they (ent the Soldan wozd 
of their coming, - craving acceſs to his pꝛelence: which granted; 
they entred, and found him talking with the King of Cyprus, who 
then with his bzothers began to arm themſelves fo2 the fight, high⸗ 
ly rejopcing.imagining their enterpriſe ended, aſſuring themlelves 
that five hundꝛed god Knights were not able to withſtand them in 
the field. And when they ſaw thoſe Knights enter in lo rich armoz 
and apparel, with ſuch nallaut-difpoſing,they much p2aiſed them, 
. They being befoze tht Soldan, kneeled on the ground. demanding 
his pꝛincely hands to kiſs them, who courteoufly twk them up, and 
embzated them, and laid they might utter what they would am 
what they came foz: whereto Don Bellianisreplted.Command{dzead 
Tozd) the Duke Alfiron to be ſent foz, and then you ſhall know 
what we require. The Soldan ſent fo2 him ſtraight , who came 
guarded with a thouſand armed men. And not knowing the caule af 
his ſending fo2, was very ſozrowkul, ſeeing that day to be the laſt al 
his p2efired time foz the trial of his cauſe, and that he had got'no 
champion to defendhis right by fight. DonBellianis læing him, with 
an audible voice, that all might hear him,ſaid. Poſt mightyDophy 
of Syconia, & imperious Dolvan of this great Perſian Ponarrhy, 
Know J am called the ſolitary Muight, ift my name have ever pene⸗ 
erated your ears, ſon unto the King of Phænicia, who wandring a. 
bout the wozld in ſearch of ſtrange adventures, have by chance ar- 
rived in this your Kingvom, where J heard the occaſion that the 
-King of Cyprus, otherwiſe named the Gyant Felliſtone the fierce, - 
hath made againſt the Duke Alfiron the courteous, and other 
Knights of his company, as alſo againſt thy daughter the beaute⸗ 
ous Perſiana, tout hing the death of the Pꝛinte of Antioch, whom he 
faith they treacheroully flue. J do well knowtheDukeAlhron,(als 
though his memoꝛp doth not compꝛehend any remembzance of his 
favozs toward me and am aſſured he would do nothing againſt the 
laws and duties of a god Knight. But to be bzief, Jam reſolved 
to undertake;and fight the combat fox him, he hath none todo it &. 
Jintreat him to grant it me,fo2 thoughJdeſerve not he ſhould trufl 
me 
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me with fo great a charge, pet my indeavour and his juftice herein 
Fall ſupply my want. The whole aſſembly much admired him, 
judging he was of no little valo2 that durſt combat with ſo terrible 
and dekozmed Giants, though they mightily doubted his victo2y. 
TheDoldan was loze grieved, thinking every ſmall let to be great 
accozding to his defire to ſe that matter ended as he would, 
and willingly would he give the City to be fully revenged on the 
Duke. Pet diſſembling his inward thoughts, ſaid, You may try(fir 
knight ) whether the Duke will grant pou the fight, and then do 
what therein pon bet may. Noiwithſfanding A know not why vou 
hould p2ocure this combat, getting nothing but the loſing of pour 
life. All (hall be as pleaſeth the Gods(repliedDon Bellianis.) The 
Duke hearing thele ſpeeches, laid: A cannot hitherto call to mind 
(moſt excellent Prince ) wherein my deſerts ſhould ſo bind you to 
ſuccour me in my greateſt need. But A do aſſuredly believe.the im⸗ 
moztal Gods have ſent pou becanſe they will not ſuffer ſo great 
mlany to pꝛoceed further, And were this as an aulpicious token al⸗ 
ſuring me of pour victory through pour incomparable courtefie, & 
moꝛe valour, J grant you the fight, and perſwade pour ſelf all 
right and juſtice you this day defend, Jam ſo perſwaded(ſaidDon 
Fellianis) and therefoze ſay no moze. But who is pour accuſer 2 
The King of Cyprus ſtepped fozth. ſaying: Jam he. Mherekoze ſee 
if {11 thou be reſolved. Moze aſſuredly will J now maintain it 
than at firſt( ſaidDon Bellianis)foy thy p2eſence ſheweth there can be 
, no reaſon noꝛ juſtice in any thing thou attempteſt. The Giant in- 
raged with theſe wo2ds, and ſeeming through choler to ſpit fire, 
intreated the Soldan to command the piloner to be brought into 
the field: koz being all armed they had nothing to ſtay foz:Pereat 
Don Bellianis was ſomewhat moved, thinking it would be known 
he was not in the Tower. Panpok thoſe nights went foz the 
Niſoners, and entring Don Bellianis lodging, they found Floriana 
abed in his place:but her fellow was up, c had cloſed the curtain 
lo clofe that none could ſee who was abed. Who when ſhe faw the. 
guard come in, laid very ſofily to them. Go no further good 
Bnights, oz theKnight of theGolvenJmage lieth in the extream - 
pain of bis life. Zhe@ophy(ſaid they)hath ſent us koz him, to carry * 
him to the field. See (ſaid ſhe) where he lpeth. But J beſcech von 
fir him not, & JI will go with pou to-the Dolvan, aud ſe o_— | 
| will 
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will command. MAhercupon they went to the Dophy with her, whe 
declared unto him in what caſe Don Bellianis way. The Soldan 
commanded he ſhould not be moleſted, and that ſhe ſhould ſer him 
want nothing. Ve now needeth nothing but this ( ſaid ſhe) any 
lxing the Knight that had undertaken the combat, ſhe knew him 
to be Don B:llianis by his gallant demeanour, and the talneſs of 
his dody,and wondzed to lee him kurniched with ſuch rich armour: 
and returning to the Tower told it Floriana, who with her greatly 
re jopced, alluring themſelves, that Don Bellia. would obtain the vi⸗ 
cory:reaſoning together that he ſeemed to be poked in the amozong 
bonds of their Lad, by that which befel him when they named her, 

At this time was the P2inceſs and the Duke conducted to the 
field, ſæming very pleaſant, The Pzinceſs, Don Brianel and Ar ſileo, 
were advertized how the Duke had gotten a Champion. They were 
glad thereof, becauſe the impziſoned Knights might reſt moze 
contented, and ſecure of their god ſucceſs,and ſo mounted on their 
hozles. The Ring of Armenia did bear Don Brianels ſhield, and Ar. 
ſileos was bozn by the King of Tellifanty. The Duke Gariano did 
bear one helm, and the Pꝛince of Brandalia the other: and in this 
manner they were accompanied tothe field,with the ſound of many 
military inſtruments, whereat that time they met the Knight of 
theGoldenJmage.whoſe lance and ſhield were bozn by DonConty- 
meliano, whole gallant diſpoſition euery one admired.thinking he 
thould be he whom in effect he was:and all they joyning together, 
molt lovingly ſaluted each other, and entred the liſts, where they 


alighted, within a Pavilion (pzepared fo them) till the Doldang * 


coming, where Don Bellianis, had the buckles of his armo? cloſer 
girt. There then alſo entred above ten thouſand armed men, and in 
the mideſt of them they bought the Pzinceſs Perſiana, and the 
Duke. ThePzinceſs was mounted upon a ſcaffold richly appoints 
ed foz her, but the Duke remained among the guard, who ſped 
themſelves round about the yard, ſoz the better aſſurance both of 
the p2iſoners and combatants. Mhen ſuddainly the earth ſeemed to 
tremble & quake with the noiſe and ſound of dzums and trumpets 
that the Knights could not hear one another. The Knights came 
fozth of their Pavilion (which was hard by the Pzinceſs ) and 


mounted on hozſeback, to expect the coming of the Gpante, uh 


then appeared in ſight, But Don Bellianis [ging [s many ey 
xe 


rer, 
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fixed on him, deſtrous to do no leſs than he was wont, ſet one 
hand on the pummel ok his Savdle, and leapt therein not ſetting 
fot in the ſttrrop, and with the fozce he put thereto, the blood 
iſſued out of his armoz from the wounds that were not pet whole, 
, which ſeen of many, they counſelled him to leave the combat, being 

foſoze wounded, The Princeſs Perſiana ſent him word that he 
hould come to her, foz ſhe would ſpeak with him, which he did, 
where the intreated him to mount aloft. The gard ſeeing him 
x6 alone did not let him: Which was at ſuch a time that the 
Princeſs Aurora arrived, wel accompanied,who was conducted to 
that ſcaffolv, Theſe two Ladies entertained each other with ſuch * 
curteſte,as belonged to their high ſtates, And the PrinceſsAurora 
leing that knight there, demanded why he was not called. To 
whom the Princeſs Perſiana replied, ſhe ſhould ſtraight know why, 
ind ſo ſoftly that none but they three might hear, ſaid to him. 
By the life of that thing which pou molt love in this wozld moſt 
wble Knight)and ſs the immoztal Gods may bleſs vou, with the 
werlaſting glozy of a moſt famous victory at this preſent, any 
moſt happy ſucceſs to all enterpziſes and adventures you ſhall 
myertake,J do intreat vou to declare pour name,foz either J am 
now blind oz J do certainly know pou, having dꝛeamed this night, 
that A was delivered by the hands ol a Knight A greatly affecev, 
and ſo would J know it (though Jthink ic impoſſible you ſhould 
be he) which youmap aſſuredly do, knowing how it behoves me 
t0 kep it lecrec. 

Aud here the Hiſtoꝛy ſaith,that ſhe indted did dꝛeam that night, 
he was? delivered by Don Beſlianis:who made this anſwer, I can- 
not conceive(fair Princeſs )wherefore pou ſhould defire mp name, 
wing nothing lels therein, but to increaſe your ſozrow,yet know 
Jam your Knight of che Golden Image, and ſo pardon me, fo? pon 
hall know the reſt hereafter. Uherewith he deſcended, left he 
vere ſuſpected, though every one thought the Pꝛincels did but in⸗ 
onrage him with the juſtice of her cauſe, who was advertiſed by 
Don Bellianis ſhe ſhould viſcloſe that ſecret by no means, neither 
to his felows,noz to any other living, ann mounting a hoxſeback 
the Gyants entred the Lifts, with their helms on:whereat the 
Ladies were much aſtoniſhed in ſeeing them, and in knowing him 
to be the knight of the Golden Image, ſomething fearing his like. 
becauſe of the blood that iſſued from his old wounds, pet oy al⸗ 
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ſured of the vickozp, marvelling how he ſhould get ont of pꝛiſon x | av 
be furniſhed with ſo rich armour, & turning to the knights, he ſam eg 
the Soldan marſhalling the field (being himſelf judge of the fight) Þ| hi 
and placing the nights one agianſt another, and coming to the || hi 
Lznicht of the Golden Image, he (aid,ſeing him blody through his hi 
armoz. How will you enter in fixhe (ir Knight) being thus woun⸗ p 
ded + It is no matter (ſaid he) fo2 this only am J knighted. to 
The Soldan urged it no moze, but withd2zawing himſelf com; Þ hi 
mauded the ſignal of the fight to be given by the Trumpets; u £| & 
whoſe ſound the Knights with armed fury, in ſuch lozt made a- || h 
gainſt each other, that they rather ſeemed ſo many ſuddain flaſhes x! 
of lightning, renting through the Ayry paſſage of the Yeavens; U a 
then men and hozſe met in the middeſt of the field, with ſo mighty r 
entounters, as if ſo many pieces of Oꝛdnance had ben diſcharged; n 
_Arfileo and Don Biianel incauntred- the King ok Cyprus's tu 
bzothers, that all four meaſured their lengths on the earch,ſoze 
wounded, Don Brianel having one fot hanging in the ſtirrop that  ( 
he could by no means riſe. Don Belſianis and the fearful Felliſtone, Wl t 
ſo cruelly met, that Don Bellianis ſhield was peirced, together with I | 
his arm, and the. furious lance not reſting chere, penetraten boch 
armour and coats of male, where his arm was nayled with a'pace © 1 
of the: ſpear to his bzyeaſt , making there a wide wound, from 
whence iſſued infinite blod.. 


. 


| 

But Don Bellianis incountred the Gyant.in the middle ofhis | 
ſteeled ſhield, which alſo was pierced, with his breat-plate.and'the I | 
ſhoke was ſa: ftrong, that the lance guided by ſo bzave an arm, 
andthe fury of ſo god a hozſe, that therewich the King of Cypnis I | 
loſt his ſtirrops, and meeting. body with body, c bzeaſt with bzeaft, Y | 
the deviliſh giant having nothing ta ſtay his fet,fel tothe ground: Ul 
Don Bellianis had done the like, if he had not gotten hold by his 
hozſe neck. Who: is able to expreſs the amazed wonder ok the 
beholders, at that brave intounter, having never ſeen the like; that 
they raiſed a murmur among themſelves, with high pꝛaiſes ho; 
nozing the extream valoz of that knight, who ſeeing chat it beho⸗ 
ved him to loſe no time, was alighted off his hozſe, when the Ki 
made toward him, moe inraged than a fierce baited Bull, Þy 
lt loking to his companions, perceived the adventurous knight iw- 
have. one leg ſtill in his ſtirrop, and in great danger, becaule 
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adverſary was going upon him, intending to end his life, which 
eaſily without diſturbance he might have done; wherefo2e ſeeing 
his friends (ure peril, ſet apart his wonted courteſie, and ran with 
his hozſe againſt the Gpant, that he returned to the ground, and 
himſelf leaping from the.ſaddle, went to help Don B. iane!, which 
purpole was letted by the Kings coming, that thereby he wasfain 
to ſtay.to pꝛepare himſelf foz the Gpants ſudden blow, who raifing 
his Battle-are would have diſcharged it on his head, But the 
Knight ofthe golden Jmage.ſceing he could not help himſelf with 
his left arm, by reaſon of the piece of lance that was in it, ſtepped 
aſide,that the axe ſtrok on the earth, and therein ran above a yard: 
and going upon the King, was unawares ſurpzized by his bzother 
that he overthꝛe w, who gave him ſocruel a blow on his Helm, that 
made him to Low to the ground, which made the rage ſo kindle in 
e knights bꝛeaſt, that very fire ſparkled from his eyes, and like a 
t chated Boar, oz hungry Lyon, bent to his pzey, wounded the 
Opant that had ſtruck him, with lo puiſſant a blow on the Helm, 
that he cut it in two, as if it had been of paper, ſozelp wounding his 
head, that he was like to fall, pet with the ſtrength of the blow his 
gemito? fell out of his hand, reſting fo aſtoniſhed, that he knew 
not whether he were alive, oz dead. | 
But the Knights \wozd flew in two pieces; that only the hilt 
remained in his hands, to defend himſelf in ſuch-extream danger 
and of ſo puiſſant enemies as thoſe. Who at that time had beheld 
the two Princeſſes.,Perſiana c Aurora, with the god Duke Alfiron, 
and the tow2ed Damzels of the beauteous Ptiticeſs Florisbella, 
that hence beheld the fight, had no need to ſeek elſewhere the pale 
colour of timoꝛous death. Foz in their faces was it ſo perfect to be 
ſen, that no Painter ever did better dzaw it in variety of colours, 
which ſight did ſo terrifie the dolozous Ladies, that they deſired no 
longer like than it might be guarded by the knight of the golden 
Images ſafety. wy 
But the god Pꝛince of Phœnicia, was there like to dye for vety 
ſozrow x anguiſh of mind, ſ&ing all that evil had hapned through 
the weakneſs of his defective (wo2d, and curſing himſelf, thought 
his Piltreſs would foz ever abhoz him koz that cauſe, which 
would be the lois of the beſt kuight that ever put on armour. Pet 
hitherto Don Briancl could by no means get his fot looſe, but 


R 2 with 


114 Don Bellianis of Greece, or 


with the ſtrength that he let, dꝛew his ho2ſe upon all his leg, thay 
the very pain thereof had almoſt killed him, only the Soldan re⸗ 
joyced at this diſaſtrous accident. thinking. hereby to effect his ves 
ſire: The Cyprus Ring was lo highly glav, that hoiſting his axe 
aloft, cried aloud, this blow ſhall execute my will. The Pzince 
Arſileo that in ſuch (tate law his companions, would have gone tg 
help them, but his adverſary perceiving it, let fall his lemiter, am 
flung himſelf upon him, who unable to ſhun it, did the like, ſtriving 
with their excesſtve ſtreugth to overthꝛw each other. 

Don Bellianis though he ſaw himſelf without [wozd, and nor 
able to help him wich one arm, was not therefoze danted with the 
fearful fight of pzeſent death, that he before him ſaw, but ſeing 
the moſt fierce Gyant come towards him fung with all his ſtren⸗ 
gth the piece of ſwo2d remaining in his hand, that lighting on his 
helm. the fozce thereof thꝛew him backwards to the ground, c be⸗ 
foze his bzother could remedy it( with admirable quickneſs which 
the pꝛeſent danger did augment)he took up the ſemiter that he let 
fall, as is ſaid, and leaving the fight at that ſtap, ſtepped to Don 
Briancl, and cutting the hozſe girts, ſet him on his feet. ' 

The fierce King that then came upon him, gave him a blow on 
the head, which if it had not been given him unadviſedly it had clo⸗ 
ven it in the middle. but not ſtaying there, it delcended on the ſhi⸗ 
eld, cutting it all overthwart, and falling on his thigh parting all 
the Armour it opened his fleſh moſt pit eouſlp. Don Bellianis feli 
his wound, ſtruck the King ſideling with the heavy lemitez, that 
he had not warded the blow with his ſhield, it had clean cut off his 
leg, yet it thꝛew the ſhield in two pieces to the ground together 
with his hand, and being cloſe one to another, the Bing would have 
caſt his arms upon him, but the knight leapt aſide,unwilling to 
weltle : whereupon they wounded each other moſt grievouſly 

that with their mighty ſtrokes they ſomettmes bowed their heads 
ta their bꝛeſt, ſometime they bended their knees, and ſet their hands 
to the ground, and the King wanting his left arm, it made him to 
roze like a chaled Bull, that he ſcantly felt any of the Knights 
blows. Don Brianel ſœing himſelf rid from his ho2ſe, dꝛew his 
ſwozd, making againſt the Bing, but he was ſtayed by his bzother 
who met him with a heavy mace, which he had on his ſaddle-pum- 
mel, uſing it inſtead ok his loſe Demiter, and ſo piteoufip wounded- 
be. 
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ane another, that the adventurous knight was fain to help 
res | himſelf with his nimbleneſs, to avoid the Giants intolerable 
des | blow,having wounded him in many places. The like did thepꝛince 
are Arſileo, who having let loſe his adverſary, laid cloſe to it with 
nce | their ſharp \wo2vs withſuch admirationof the beholders as if the 
to | univerſal judgment conſifked in the vicory of that battel, and none 
ny durſt utter one wozd but with amazed gaze ſtared in one anothers 
ing faces to ſee thoſe knights eſcape that great danger (whom a little 

befoze they accounted dead by the meer courage and valour of the 
knight of the golden Image unparrallel'd foz haughty veevs of 
honoured Chivalry, and whom they lo much eſteemed. Aud re- 
turning to the grieved P2incels, they knew not what to ſap, 
thzough conceived gladnels, and had much to diſſemble it in time 
of ſorrow:no leſs glad were the Laides of the Princeſs Floris bella 
who foꝛ joy embzaced each other, eſpecially Floriana that with 
tears in her eys, ſaid, Dh molt unahppy maiden that Jam, for J 
never gave wo2ſe counſel in all my life to any, than J did to 
this Knight if he here had died, 

But his death ſhouldnot have been without company: Foz in the 
inſtant my eyes had len ſuch a thing J would headlong have tum⸗ 
bled my ſelf from off this tower, that it might be known with what 
lincerity and faithfulneſs J tounſelled him. Peace ſaid the other, 
fo2 we ſhal ſ& him ſkraight victozioufly triumph over his enemies, 
and therfo2e let us pꝛocure all neceſſaries, for to cure his wounds, 

At this time all the Bnights and Giants were beſmeared in 
their own blood, that where they ſet their feet, they lekt their 
figns printed with the lame, and fo tired with wearinels, having 

fought almoſt five hours, that they could ſcarce hold their ſwozvs: 

m their hands. 

The fearfull Felliſtone almoſt with ſweaty fury choaked, and 
tired, withd2zew himſelf apart to bzeath, which grieved not Don 
Bellianis: who doing ſo, dꝛew fo2th the piece of ſpear from his arm, 
that emb2ued in his blod ſtuck ſo faſt that it put him in extream 

pain: and walking up and down, becauſe their wounds ſhould - 
tel, they loked on their fellows and ſaw the venturous knight re- 
double his irength, thzough anger of his paule, where wich hehad 

"ought the Gpant, (with hom he fought,having a moztal wound 

given him befoze by the Dolitary Knight) to ſuch paſs that he 

could-not long defend himſelf. Which when the King of Cyprus 
did 
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did ſee, he would with his Courtle⸗axe wound the Bnight, that then 
he might incur great danger, being taken unawares, but at the in⸗ 
ſtant the watchlul Pꝛince Don Bellianis perceiving it, being uot 
far from the Bing, diſturbed that his pur pole, puſhing him on his 
bꝛeaſt ſo ſtrongly that he recoiled back thze oz four ſteps, whereby 
they renewed their fight moze fiercelp and bzavelp, than in the 
whole day bekoꝛe. | 

But Don Bellianis perceiving that if the combat long continued 
he was like to faint thꝛough the infinite blod he had loſt, adventu⸗ 
red himſelf to receive a blow of the Gyant. Which when he ſaw 
deſceuding on him,commending himſelf from the bottom of his 
heart unto the Almighty to deliver him from that danger, he 
thruſt at the Gyant ſo bzavely under his arm, that being there 
unarmed, and with ſuch exceſſive fozce perfozmed.that his [won 
ran into his fleſh up to the hilts,piercing his heart in the middle; 
where with he fell down dead. But he was by the Gyant cruelly 
wounded on the head, that'he alſo fell down in a trance, which 
grieved every one.chieflp the Pzinceſs Aurora, that was fozced to 
cry out. D immoztal Gods why have ye ſuffered lo great an evil? 
foz without doubt the beſt knight that ever girded{wozd is lain, 
But Her lozrow was turned to a general gladnels, ſetng him 


amazedly riſe, and was going to aid his companions if he had not 


ſen Arſileo at one blow cut off one of the Gpants legs, and with 
another his head. The like did Don Brianel, not regarding the 
Doldans cries, requiring him that he would not do it, foz he peelded 
him vanguiſhed. Which done they in their hearts rendzed im⸗ 
moztal thanks unto the Almighty, foz their victozious delivery 
from ſo unſpeakable peril ; and with great love embzaced the 
knight in the yellow armoz, whom thep imagined to be Doa 
Contumcliano, pelding to him all the hono? of the victo2y. 
TWhereupsn(not expecting the Soldans command )che general 
aſſembly ſhouted out fo2 jop, founding a numberlels number of all 
manner of military infruments,running about the field fo glad⸗ 


neſs, which cut the Doldan to the heart, having no patience to en⸗ 


dure it. 


CHAP, 
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| CH AP. XXV. 
What the e Knight of the Golden Image did after the battel ended : 
— how the Soldan commanded the Duke to be carried to pri- 
On 
O ſon as the Pyinceſs Perſiana did ſæ the Battel ended, with 
joy as every one may judge, deſcended the ſcaffold, and going 
to the knights that were talking together, ſhe would have kneeled 
befoz2e Don Bellianis, but he pꝛevented it by doing lo himſelf,very 
courteoufly, ſaping: You have no cauſe(molt excellent Lady) to 
thank me, being bound to do mo2e than this fo? the Duke Alton. 


Kut if you will, then (royal P2inceſs) gratifie theſe Bnights, 


whoſe valour hath ſo well defended-your right,Fjuſticezfoz my ler⸗ 
vice is of no wozth, but while it be ſhadowed under their haughty 
dds. J will not (famous knight) ſaid the Pꝛinceſs, extol the ho⸗ 


nour you have won in this battel with ſuch dear loſs of your blood; 


fbeſtves the overth2zow of ſuch great treachery as was 03dained 
aKainſt us) being moze than an hundzed knights might attain. 
And ſince you will not have me reſt pour debtoz foz this incom⸗ 
parable favour, ſpeake to him foy whom you undertok the combat, 
who is no leſs bound to you than J. Do leaving him with the Duke. 
tt the Pꝛincels Aurora, ſhe embꝛated the other knight uling berwixt 
them wo2ds.of great kindneſs accozding to their ſtate, - 

Don Bellianis leaving the Duke, went to the Sophi (that was 
returning to the Palace, having commanded his Daughter & che 
Duke to be returned to P2iſon) & being nigh him e followed by 


many Knights,ſaiduntohim. Since mighty Loꝛd the truth tan⸗ 


not be moꝛe clear and manifeſt. J befeeth pour highnels, command 
that the Pꝛincels Perſiana the A night of the Golden Image and 
the Duke Alfiron may be ſet at liberty their innocency being faved 
and confirmed by the happy ſucceſs ot this battel, which J intreat 
to be fo2thwith; reſpecting the great neceslity wr. have of ture 
foz our moſt dangerous wounds. 

The Sophy that minded no ſuch thing replied: J vo bel teve you 
know(ſir night) J am not bound to what you ſaid; fo2 if they be 
cleared of Don Gallaneo's death, as you will have it,the Duke not- 
withſtanding is not freed of his treſpaſs committed againſt me, ha- 
ving reſiſted my will with hoſtile arme, which being fo plain, I 
had no caule to put it in trial of batte! but reſerve unto my leit 


the. 
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the puniſhment of that fault acco2ding as it deſerves 3 therefoze. | 
talk to me no moze thereof, foz J will do nothing moze than 
A have (aid. Whereto Don Bellianis antwered; 

Me expeced no ſuch uſage at the hands of ſo great a Lozd. J 
undertok the fight foz all matters concerning the Duke, and if he 
be clear of Don Gallaneo's death, it follows then, that he-isfree of 
all other things whatſoever.Reply no moze( ſaid the Soldan) fo; 
J will have it ſo: Whereupon he commanded the Duke to be re- 
turned to pꝛiſon, who ſtraight was there conducted,himſelf going 
to his Palace, and would hear none ſpeak:whereat Don Bellianis 
was like to burſt foz rage : Don Brianel and Arſileo requeſted him 
to go with them to their lodging to be cured: to whom he an⸗ 
ſwered,Jhave no ned of cure ſince the Duke remaineth im- 
pziſoned, and ſo J humbly take my leave, foz J will depart the 


.City. 


Wherewich he left them in field, taking his way to the Mon 
only followed by Don Contumeliano. The Knights and the Prins 
ceſs Aurora, returning to their lodging, reaſoned on nothing but on 
the Bolitary Knight, whom they thought never enough p2aiſey, 
having by him received great help in the battel. A ſhould not have 
belevedſaid Arfileo,that the:wozld contained ſuch a knight as the 
Prince of Phenicia. Nau did not ſee his deeds ſo well as I (replied 


Don Brianel)becauſe pou were buſie in combat, and believe me he 


no moze feared, being without wozd than if he had bern conkron⸗ 
ted with ud ſoes, which if he had not bzoken he need none of our 
help, Thus talking together they laid themſelves in their ſeve- 
ral beds, where they were cured, having many aud vangerous 
wounds. The Princeſs Aurora, leaving them went well accom⸗ 
panted to the Palace, to fee what was done in the Dukes liberty, 
where ſhefotnd the Pritniceſs Perfiana that foy the woꝛds ſpoken 
by the night of the golvenJmage was ſet free. who received each 
other as their great love teſtified, and after ſent to ſee what the 
Soldan did, who brought them wozd, he commanded/the Dukes 
guard to be doubled, and that allo He had fent the avventuzos 
Knight wozd, commanding him, that fince he would not at this 
intreaties ſpare the King ok Cyprus bzothers life, he ſhould 


fozthwith depart his Land, oz elle his like ſhould pay the fozfeit 
ok his tap, LEE | 


The Ladies greatly grieved hearing this, demanded his anlwer; 
which was that he was contented to obey him within three days, 


but 
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\nt he Could regard that he did it againſt law and juſtice, which 


being ſo, he would reviſit againſt his will, ſince he would not ob⸗ 
ſerve them the conditions of the Combat, and therefoze he ſhould 


mNepare to entertain him, which indeed was ſo: foz they determi⸗ 


ned to be revenged at full upon the Soldan, who was guarded in 
his Pallace with moze than ten thouſand armed men, to prevent 
all occalions of conſpiracy againſt him. | 
The Bings of Armenia and Tellitanty ſpake with him, and in- 

treated him not to break his pzomiſe, which they in his behalf 
had made unto the Duke. But he would not hear them. 
Whereupon they went to the Dukes Pallace to viſit the woun- 
ded Bnights, where among them they laid the plot and manner 
how to free the Duke ( as hereaf.er ſhall be ſhewen) which coſt 
many lives and loſs of infinite blood. 


CHAP. XXVI. 

What befcl the Knight of the Golden Image, and Don Contume- 
liano, who being at the point of death, was ſuccoured with the 
adventure of the deſperation of Love. | 

On Bellianis having left his companions in field tok the nert 

way to the place from whence chat mozning he came, going 
out of the City gate at luch time, that the darkneſs (th2ough ab- 
ſence of the clear light, and dap⸗reſplending lun) overſp2ead the 
face of the earth giving place unto the watry bzizhtneſs of Diana's 
beams, whoſe pale reflec inc2caſed the pain of Don Bclilanis deep 
fars.as alſo with one memozating the excellency.and divine beau⸗ 
ty of his (above all others) fair Pifſkreſs the Pꝛzincels Florisbella, 
whoſe remembzance made him kozget Don Contumeliano that 
followed him a little after, and being come to the wod, and lee⸗ 
ing him come towards him, ſtaid to talk together. 

The Pꝛzince Don Contumeliano coming to him, ſaid, Whither 
do you mean to go(ſir Knight)ſo ſoze wounded, leaving the City 
where pou might be cured. A have uo need(anſwered the Knight ) 
of any other thing but your ſight ( molt excellent Pzince) to heal 
me. The P2zince wond2ed az theſe woꝛds, and thought by this, and 
by what he ſaw him do in the Pallace calling himſelf by his name, 
that he was lo counſelled to do by his Lady the Damzel, to whom 
he lent his armoꝛz, but very courteoufly thanking him fox his kind 

| D | ſpeeches 
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ſpeeches, thus laid: Jcannot expreſs the great deſire J have, © 
know whom pou are, thereby to ſee the end of cbe adventure which 
hapned to me ſince yeſterday at this time: which (by the immoz⸗ 
tal Gods A proteſt) Jcannot comp2ehend, And tell me what jg 
become of a moſt fair Lady to whom the laſt night J delivezc 
thoſe Arms, whoſe moſt dear ſight, A only wiſh now to ſee, Fol, 
low me ( molt excellent Lozd, replped Don Bellianis) and J will 
conduct you where you defire. Do they went thzough thoſe tres, 
till they came to the Cave where Don B.llianis had left the Gar, 
ments, and there both alighting on fot he weut thereto amazing 
Don Contumeliano to think what ſhould be the end thereof) and 
finding che robes, ſhe wing them to him, laid, 

Know you(ſir)theſe? He loking on them, anſwered he did (ha; 
ving engraven in his heart all the tokens of his Piſtrels) and that 
ſhe did wear them that deſerved the rule of all the wo2ld: am 
therefoze tell me the reſt, fo the moze Jlok on them the moze J 
marvel. Take off my helm (ſaidDon B-llian's)while the Dam 
zel comes. The Pꝛzince Don Contumeliano did ſo, and gazing on 
his face, was ſtraight ſtricken into ſuch a trance, and reſted lo:⸗ 
mazed that he knew not what to ſay 3 and had not Don Bellianis 
caſt his arms about his neck, he had p2eſently fallen down to the 
ground: notwithſtanding he was in ſuch caſe, that the P2ince was 
fain to ſit down, and take the Knights head on his knees, while 
the Page went to lk koz water out of a[ſpzing oz fountain to caſt 
in his face. . 

But befo2e he returned, Doa Contumeliano a little recovercd 
his loſt ſenſes,and with a deep ſigh ſeeming to ſend his ſoul after, 
complained in this manner. 

Ah me,unfortunate and dilgraced Don Contumeliano,unhappp 
was the day thou determinedſt to ſee Perſepolis, ſeeing (uch great 
diſaſters lay hidden in theſe herbs to enſnare thee. Dh deceit to 
dꝛive me from deceit, how haſt thou manifeſtly ſhe wed me the ſmal 


intereſt J have in the large dominions of ſole conquering love, be⸗ 
ing entangled in the deceitful ſnares of a Ladies garment. Ah me, 


how many years have A ſhnnned havitable Cities, now to come 
and dye in this deſert wod⸗ Oh renownedKnight the beſt that ever 
uuckledarmour, how little do J now eſteem pour immogtal vi- 
dozies; ſince pou had the heart to captivate me with ſo cunning 


flight 
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light having committed no fault no2 canuſe,no2 given any occaſion 
to move pou thereto, unleſs mp ſtar⸗croſt Hap pꝛocures my un- 
timely fatal end, Foz if you needed mp armour, why ſhould pou 
ſxk ſuch means to require that of me, which J never could deny 
any, being thereunto bound by the ozder J maintain, unleſs you 
deſired the deſolation of my unlucky life, Which he no foner ends 
ed, but ſwooned again, in ſuch manner, that no remedy that Don 
Bellia ais uſed could recover him,no} pet HisPagee that was returns 
ed,which trance was ſo vehement, that they judged him dead, which 
indeed he was not far from, being oppzeſted with ſo great an evil 
that he lap hopeleſs, his heart panting Sithin his body, with his 
vital ſpirits Fopt,that he could neither ſpeak noz bzeath, that with 
the intollerable pain and agony thereof he lay groaning and 
umbling, expecting the laſt minute, as thoſe that foz want of their 
natural heat and moiſture, without other diſeaſe dye. Which ſo 
rie ved the Pꝛice Don Bellianis, that the tears came down the 
eyes of thut heroick knight, like ſtreams of lowing waters in ſuch - 
tbundance, as if his own dear Lady were in that caſe, and truly 
there could be no danger lo great, which that Prince would not at- 
-tempt,fo2 the ſafety of that g@dKnight DonContumeliano, rather 
than to ſee him ſo languiſh in that extremity: Thus lay they a god 
while judging him altogether dead, andDonkellianis th2ough grief 
and loſs of infinite blod, fo faint, that he conld not almoſt ſtir. 
Where there cometh toward them from among thoſe trees, a beaſt 
4 — 4 and dekozmedſt that ever he ſaw, oz in the wozld might 
e found, | 

This Beaſt was ſo hoxrible in the fight, caſting fire out of her 
mouth, that fo fear of her, Contumcliano's Page fell down almoſt 
dead, Don Bellianis as well as he could, roſe from the ground 
(which he could ſcant do) taking the Courtle-are in his hand, 
which he got of the King of Cyp:us his bzother, and awaited her 
coming $ whole furious paſſage making againſt him was ſo vehe- 
ment, that ſhe tumbled down all the tres in her way, and being 
nigh him, ſtraight vaniſhed , leaving in her place a huge white 
Piller with a letter thereon, incompaſſed about with much fire. 
Don Bellianis amazed at what he ſaw, ſtepped to the Piller and 

tok the letter, which a to this effec. 1 
2 0 
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To the Supreme and excellent Prince of Greece, The ſage Bellona, 
thy great friend ſaluteth thee: Knowing by my art and skill which 
I continually uſe for thy ſake, the great and mortal danger, which 
through by- means ſhould beſal the ſolitary Knight, and alſo thy ſor- 
row and languiſnment, therefore moved me, to make thee know 
the manner of his recovery: Wherefore I {end this letter by a meſ- 
ſenger of mine, that the Piller of wonders might be manifeſted unto 
thee. Within this Piller thou ſee'ſt, ſnalt thou find his remedy, and 
therefore leave it not untried. Always remembring what I told 
thee in my lodging as bricfly as I could, for therein all my labour is 
aſſured thee. I ſay no more but ſo reſt thine, as thy ſelf maiſt teſtific, 


Don Bellianis having read the Letter, reſoyted ta ſe there was pet 
remedy for the diſtrefſedP2ince,aud ſo reſolutely was caſting him- 
ſelf into the huge fire to ſez what therein he could find. Eut befoze 
he could effect his purpoſe, there came toward him four valiant 
Lnights, againſt whom preparing himſelf;there alſo at that time 
aſſaulted him four Lions, big & fierce,who-with their wide mouths 
(as though the y caſt fire) embꝛaced him, maugre all his ſtrength, 
dew him into the ſame.Ye ling himſelf in ſuch peril, letting fall 
his axe would have drawn his dagger, which at his back he had, 
but his arm was held ſo faſt, that he could not ſtir it, & turning to 
ſce what did it.ſaw it was a molt beauteous Lady, whereupon the 
Lions and Bnights all vaniſhed, Dh God (ſaid Don B:1lianis )is 
this poſſible A ſe : Marvel not, night, at what you'Tee(replted the 
Lady) letting go his arm, fox this is called thePiller of wonders, 
though it be a long time, ſince any hath been ſeen, wherein many 
have found remedy ko; their deſpairing love, pet never ending 
the adventure. Mherekoze with moze reaſon it might be termed a 
deſpair of love, And ſo was it true as in the ſecond part ok this hi⸗ 
ſtorp ſhall be leen:foꝛ whoſe cauſe many died, not tozmented with 
that deadly wound. And ſeeing foy your companions remedp you 
here have entred, though it could not be ſeen but by a third perſon 
with pou, vou notwithſtanding enjoy the ſecret thereof; and taking 
him by the hand went where Don Contumeliano lap at the lalt 
point of life: the Lady carried a kindled coal of the fire of the 
Piller, which the caſt upon the breaſt of the Phoenician 4 

| w yere-- 


wherewith he ſtraight returned out of his trance,ſomewhat agaſt 
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to ſ& himſelf in that caſe, and going to rile, Don Bellianis with 
much gladneſs embzaced him, ſaying, What is the matter ( er- 
cellent P2ince) foz pour infirmity hath greatly grieved us, 

Pp evil hath been nothing, in reſpect of the great gladnels(re- 
plied he) J conceive in knowing vou, and ſince J am free of the laſt 
deceit, J intreat pou of your ſpecial favour, to manikeſt it me, not 
hiding any of pour acts. Jam content ( anſwered Don Bellianis ) 
to pleaſe you therein, but thank this Lady, foz your lives liberty. 

Which he going to do, ſhe ſuddenly returned th2ough that fire 
leaving every thing, as afoze. 

What is this ( my god Lozd) demanded Don Contumeliano ? 

Whereupon Don Bellianis diſcourſed that adventure, and how he 
being ready to b2eath his laſt, it appeared, called the deſperation of 
Love, how he p2oved it, with what elle hapned: And p2oceeding 
ſaid, J know not (ſoveraign Pzince) the occaſion of your extream 
paſſion. Let us talk no moze hereof'replied he:) fo2 J aſſure you, 
as ſon as A felt the coal of fire letſupon me, J loft all that vehement 
dolour and agony: pet not ſo but that J ſhall always remember the 
deceit done me hard by the City Perſepolis. 
And ſo was it true, koz fill after when he ſaw the Knight of the 
Golden Image, his pulſes and ſpirits would beat with alteration, 
like one ſtruck with an uncouth fear. And A pray vou let me know 
your name, with the cauſes of pour other adventure. 

Py name(replied Don Bellianis) is the Knight of the Golden 
Image.which J am ſure pou never heard of, and ſo recounted the 
reſt, how he came out of Pꝛiſon in a Ladies garment, to under- 
take that combat, as is afozeſaid. 

Don Contumeliano greatly wondzed when he knew that was 
the Knight of the Golden Image, of whom pasſing through the 
unhappy bridge, he heard ſuch wonders of, and greatly rejopcing 
to have met with ſucha Knight, ald, J do.now(Dir Knight of the 
Golden Image) altogether beleeve and confirm the high deeds 
publiſhed by pou, and do render thanks to our immoztal Gods, that 
have brought me to enjoy the fruition of your companp, and fo ves 
ry lovingly embzaced together, knitting betwirt them the invio⸗ 
lable knot of friendſhip, which all their life laſted, as the Piſtozy 
mentioneth. | 5 
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Don Bellianis was unarmed by Don Contumelian o's Page and 
his wounds by him dzelled, and attired in Floriana's garments, 
which renewed the dying flames in the heart of the amorcus 
Prince, and agreed together, that Don Contumeliano ſhouly Cay 
fox him in a ſtrong City, fozty miles from Perlepolis belonging 

ts the Duke Alfiron called Bollera, appointing to be with him with 
in thirty Days: wherefoze embzacing again each other, and tak; 
ing their leaves, they went to lee the Piller, to read the letters 
thereon, which by the light of the fire, there, DonBellianis thus read, 


The Piller of the wonders for remedy of the diſpairers in Love halt 
be henceforth manifeſted, where every one ſhall be remedied accor- 
ding to their need. And if in Love, he never have erred, or in arms 
been overcome, by the guardians here placed by the {age Medea : he 
that ſo hath not been, ſhall not prove himſelf therein. 


Mell might J have hoped foz remedy (laid Don Contumeliano)gf 
the guard you here ſaw, if pou had not been here, But A deſire te 
lee tbe end of lo great an adventure, and how it map be b2onght 
thereto; foz JI think the letters do not ſhewit. A little lower 3 


think it doth expꝛels the manner how (anſwered Don Bellianis by 


him that thzongh deſpair ſhall hither come. Then good cauft have 
A to p2ove ( replied Don Contumeliano ) fo J never hope koz re- 
*medy. Don Bellianis greatly laughed at what the Pꝛince laid. And 
to taking leave one of another, departed. Don Contumeliano put- 
ting on his own armon?, taking the Giants Curtle⸗axe in -fteay 
of his (wo2d, took his next way to Bollera, where he found all the 
people very ſozrowful foz the Duke their Lozds tmp2iſonment, 
who was of them greatly loved, Pe recounted to them what hay 
happened in the battel, and how the Duke their X0zd was already 
at liberty, whereat they were much joyed, and Highly honoured 
bim who remained there till Don Bellianis came, as hereafter ſhall 
be expzeſſed. 
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go Don Pellianis returned to priſon, and what paſſed between him 
and the Ladies of the Princeſs Florisbella, | 


On Bellianis being departed from the Pꝛince of Phœnicia, ar⸗ 

rived in the City, when two parts of the nicht was palf, & 
vent till he came to the@doldans Pallace, not taping any where, 
though he greatly deſired to know of his companions. And think- 
ing to find all the people quiet he found them otherwiſe buſied; 
and the Pallace guarded with ten thouſand men, with many light 
ches. But he cloſely paſiing between them, had nothing ſaid to 
him, thinking that he was ſome of the Pzincels Aurora's o; Per- 
ſana's Gentlewomen t and going up tothe tower, required the 
vatch to let him in to viſit the Knight of the golden Image: they 
thinking he was a woman, let him in,demanding why the had been 
all day abzoad, the Knight beingſo ſoze wounded, J could do no 
itherwile( replied Don Bellianis) and thereupon entred his cham- 
her, where Floriana and her fellow ſtayed fo him: who ſeeing him 
tome, Perſiana ran to embꝛace him, ſo did Floriana, who caſting a 
mantle over her did riſe out of the bed. Don Bellianis ſeing it, ſa d, 
Jt behoves not (fair Ladies) you ſhould beſtow ſuch favours on lo 
mean a knight, eſpecially in ſo ſuſpicious a place, there is(ſay they) 
no place to be ſulpected where ſuch a Knight is, deſerving greater 
{avo2s than thole, even at the hands of the fairetP2incels living. 

But leaving this let us cure pon now, and tell us all that befel 
pou ab20ad ; and ſo making him unready they laid him abed, an) 
by their hands dzeſſed him, Which done, they gave him his ſup- 
per, who eat it with a god ſtomack, having taſted no fed in a day 
and a half befoze 3 and when they would have left him, he would 
not let them go, becauſe he could not fleep,and-ſotold them all his 
adventure from his departing. And when he ſpake of Don Coa- 
tumeliano, they could not ſtand fo; laughter. 

Jam mttch glad of pour ſucceſs ( ſaid Floriana ) becauſe pou 
hall not think us fols of what we have ſaid of your beauty,where- 
by pou map imagine the greatneſs of our Lady theP2inceſs Flo- 
ri-belfi, and now you map render to us her counterkeit, foꝛ pou no 
mo2e need it. Let me pet keep it ( gracious Damzel ) fox that 4 
have not pet coated it with the; in my Shield, to ſee which is mo 
natural: 


© 
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natural: foz the meaning J know is all one. And tell me the regs Yo 
(on why the Doldan did command the Pztnce Perianeo to depart g. 
his dominions. which the Pꝛincels Aurora was the other dap tel⸗ J 
ling me, but He was interrupted by a ſudden occaſton,and ſince J 
have had no time to know it? Ile have not effecually learned it 
({aid ſhe ) but it is thonght the Soldan imagived he was in love 
with the Pzincels : and left he ſhould attempt anp thing againf 
ber honour, commanded him to leave the Kingdom:being the va- 
lianteſt Knight then known in the whole univerſal world, 
Mhat loſs had there been (aid Don Bellianis) if he had been 
married to her, being lo god a Bnight and ſo great a Pꝛince. An 
faith none replied ſhe) fo; poſſeſſions, oz any thing elſe ſhe ſhould 
have been given to any,he well deſerved her. But we thought that 
accozding to her excellency and beauty, fome of our Gods would 
deſcend the heavens,to enjoy her on earth. And if he haddemandey 
ber of the Soldan our Lo2d, we think he would not have denied 
her him, but he never would declare his name, which was known 
afcer the wars of Antioch, | 
This they told Don B-llianis, who was greatly diſcomfo2ted to 
bear of the love between the Knight and the P2inceſs, as alſoto 
hear that every where the wonders of the Knight of the Image 
ſounded in his eazs, being ſo highly effeemtd in hisLadiesCountrp 
and ſo purpoled never to reſt until he met with him, ſuppoſing he 
ſhould never be favoured of His Piſtrels, unleſs he ſhould re- 
move that Knight eut of her fight, and fo ſaidto the Damzels: 
Math there ben no news of him ſince his departing, oz did he fo 
lon fo2get theP2inceſs: NoCſaid they) foꝛ it was ſaid he every day 
came into the Court with ſeveral hozſe and armoz, and then writ 
divers letters to her, beleeching her to receive him as her Knight, 
letting her know he was P2ince of his land. The letter was de⸗ 
livered to us, and we fearing ſome cvil to enſue thereby, durſt not 
give it her. But what anſwer made you ( laid Don Bellianis) to 
him that gave yo! the letter? None other(an[wered it) Vet might 
pou have given her it. There is none fo2 their lives that durſt 
have done lo: koz befives that ſhe doth injure her ſelf being but 
ſeldome len, and abhozring ſuch matters extreamly, the hateth 
this Pꝛince greatly, becauſe he was the cauſe that the Pzincels 
Aurora lolt her Kingdom with her fathe2s life, which was Uncle 
to 
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o dur Lady Pzinceſs and bzother to the mother; with that Don 
Bellianis reſted ſomewhat comfozted, & giving place fo the 


thoughts, pꝛaped the Damzels to go to bed, becauſe he wouly 
fleep which they did, & being wichdꝛawn, they reaſoned, that the 
night of the Golden Image ſhould be in love with their Lady. 
Believe me not (ſatd Perſiana) if fince pou named the Pzinceſs 
Florisbella he hath not been captivated with her pꝛailes, elſe why 
ſhould he ſo particularly inquire foz her. Mill pou know it cer- 
tainly (ſaid tloriana,) let us riſe ſoftly, c hearken what he ſayes, 
fo; it is not posſible he ſhould utter the abundance of his heart, 
and ſo roſe in their (mocks to hear him, who to himſelf complain- 
ed, c now #-then groaned, & ſighed ſo bitterly, as ik his heart 
would bꝛeak. But at laſt with a ſoft voice he burſt into theſe pas- 
ons, ah me unfo2tunate Knight of the Golden Image, c moſt un⸗ 
happy Pꝛince, what accurſed ſtars, void of all pity, have conducts 
ed thee to Perſepolis, to receive fo diſaſtrous a death? Ah wꝛetch 
that J am, whom the power of hearts penetrating love,contenteth 
not with ſuch cruelty co tozment thee, but telleth thee, thou arc 
unwoꝛthy to ſerve whom thou deſireſt. But thzice happy art thou 
night ofthe Images: koz if thou doſt ſuffer any pasfions and 
hearts languiſhmens koz the Divine beauty of the excellenteſt 
Pꝛincels that ever was bozn, pet are thy thoughts made known 
ts her; where thou maiſt immoztalize thy ſelf, & call the only 
bleſſed of all moztal men. But ah me moe happy far than thou 
art happy, that muſt bear the intolerable burthen of my grie⸗ 
vances, without comfezt, without help, & without hope. Foz 
though my louls true pain were known, where are the merits to 
reap ſo large a guerdon? But let koꝛtune do her wozſt, pet will 
not J leave till J ſee how long my deſpiſed life will labour in the 
Labyzinth of misfo2tune.And if J do meet with the Knight of the 
Images, J do pꝛoteſt to make it known on his ſte1Burgonet;that 
none but A deſerve the fruition of ſuch thoughts, though he m92e 
largly poſſeſs the favour of time ſmiling chance; which J will ob- 
tain unleſs mp tributary death deny me paſſage to effect my will, 
that hardly will be maintained with theſe oppꝛelling to2zmento2s. 
where with many groans# ſighs, dꝛowned in a flod of tears, he 
wet all his Bed. f 
Oh God (laid Floriana) did pou ever hear ſuch a complaint of 
1 a Knight 
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a Bnight in ſo ſhozt a time, not having ſen her whom he lovegs 
Aud I believe unleſs he be remedied, he will hardly eſcape with 
his life, being thus deeply wounded, 98 

2 know not what to ſay (replied her fellow Perſtana) fo it is 
the ſtrangeſt thing that J have ſeen, that the love of a Lady ſhould 
ſo wound the heart of a Bnight, againft. whom neither the fury 
of Þell-bzed beaſts,noz ſtrength of mighty Giants can p2evail,g 
whom we have ſeen do ſuch veeds;that ſcarce our ſelves can believe: 
& this is the greateſt of all, that fo ſtrong a competitoz in love 
is offered at this pzeſent to the Perſian Pꝛinte. TheKnight of the 
Golden Image is not ſo great as you eſteem him (ſaid Floriana) 
fo2J well know the high devs e great ſkate of the other, though 
he be now diſgraced by the Doldan, he may be reconciled, 

All this know A (ſaid the other) yet is he not like to this ik he 
ſhould be compared. And this Knight may be ſome great Pyince, 
fince (knowing the other ſneth fo her) he detezmineth the like. 
And as foz his beauty you ſe the wozld cannot equal it: & alſo 
fo his valour we our ſelves are god witneſſes. And foz mp part, 
though J were ſure todye,J would pꝛocure all things to effect his 
deſire, ſteing the danger he freed us from, & the love we bare him 
c he us, deſerveth all our endeavour in this caſe, In this they 
continued while they fell aflep, till the next mozning, that they 
again dzefled him. And truly the great deſire he had to ſe Himſelf 
out of that City, greatly helped his wounds, that the damzels laid, 
he would be well within ten daies, & able to travel, which great⸗ 
ly foyed him, hoping to be quickly in the great City of Babylon, 
there to polleſs the fight of his heavenly Princes. 


How between the Princes, Don Brianel and Arſileo, with the two 

Kings, it was determined in what manner the Duke Alfiron, & 
the Knight of the Golden Image fhould be ſet at liberty: And 
howethe Princeſs Aurora ſpake with him about it: by whoſe 
counſe] ſhe departed from the Soldans Court, 


The Pꝛince Arſileo knowing how the Soldan governed him⸗ 


vecauſe the Dophy had broken his pꝛomile, to pꝛocure the — 
MM the 


/ 


© [elf with viſtempered pasſion of an unbridled rage, reſolved 
with the two Kings his friends, whom this matter allo concerned, 
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theſe affairs:and thereupon concluded, that ſeing theDoſdan would 
not free the Knight of the Golden Image e the Duke, by intrea- 


tive means, to make it known unto Don Bellianis, and to this end 
the P2zinceſs Aurora ſhould viſic him in p2iſo3, and being there, 
found him converſing with the Damzels about the Pzincels Flo- 
risbell2, who knowing his pasfions, alwapes deviſed diſcourſive 
matter, upon their Lady, which ſometime boch pleaſed & diſpleaſed 
him, as the ſpeeches accoꝛded with his humour oz delighted his 

wax-mollified heart, apt fo; any impzeſſion of that quality. 
Now when the P2inceſs entred, the Ladies roſe to receive her; 
with that obeiſance that befitted her Cate, and the Prince Don 
B:1lianis about to do the like, was ſtaped by her, who ſo ſ@n 
lepped to him that he could not do it; to whom ſhe would have 
kngeled, but he not permitting it, embzaced her between his arms 
with moze affection than hitherto he had, becauſe of his conceived 
Love ok the Pꝛincels Fl-risbella, that ſo dearly loved this Lady, 
hoping by Her means (thzough the help he ſhould employ in her 
ſervice) to obtain his Pilkrefles favour. The Pꝛinceſs Aurora fit- 
ting by him demanded how he felt himſelf of his dangerous wounds. 
Well (dear Lady replied he) that. ſging J am in ſuch company 
there is no cauſe, to demand of me that, koz if that foztune ſhould 
lend Her fozce to my harm, her power is lo weakned hereby that 
he cannot. J gladly. joy therein (anſwered ſhe) and pet you are 
tot content to have hitherto yielded no ſatisfacion:fo2 your cure, 
but that you will with woꝛds jeſt at us. Then were it god to require 
it (ſaid Perſiana) left he think to pay us with conceits. AJ cans 
not ſatiſfie.pou (replied the Pꝛince) accoꝛding to pour merit oz the 
great favour J have received:fo2 if J could, you ſhould not keep me 
in p2iſon foz it, as they do.What pꝛiſon (ſaid they) if the Soldan 
hould ſet pou at liberty, you would not be Cayed by us. It A could 
fo ſon fre my ſelf of that goal, J mean ( replyed Don Bellianis) 
a8 J can of this, the Doldans, the grief J ſuſtain ſhould nat thus 
lozment me. Let us leave this talk (ſaid the P2inceſs) foz the 
time will come that vou ſhall be fre of all your pzilons, and theſe 
Ladies alſo ſatisfied to their content: wherein if you ſhall diſagree, 
Jas umpire will moderates the ſtrike between you;thoughJ know 
it will not be requiſite, But to the puryoſe;J will tell you the effect 
of my coming, Pon already OW, how the Soldan age 
; 2 | den 
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been intreated and impoztuned about it) hath alwayes refuſed t@31 
grant pour liberty with the Duke Alfiron, denying it alſo tothe, (to 
Wings of Armenia and Teihfanty that greatly laboured your deli⸗ w 
very, And the laſt anſwer he gave them, was, they ſhould no moze | K 

imyoztune him therein, foz ik they did, it ſhould not a little dilad⸗ L 

vantage them, that if they became of pour faction, he would allo ap⸗ c 

ut 

1 

vl 


pꝛhend them as Traptozs to his ſtate, and perſon. Now they have 
determined to end this matter one way or other fozthwith, becaule 
the venturous Knight may not ſtay within the City, being com⸗ 
manded to the contrary by the Soldan, who knoweth no other 
wiſe,but that he is gone, yet will not they conclude any thing with⸗ 
out pour advice, What Power have they (ſaid Don Bellianis:) 
They have (replied ſhe) eight thouſand men well appointed, and 
here they gave me pour ſwo2d to bzing pou, which J did as ſecrets 
ly. as I could. tying it under my gown, and fo gave it him. Don 
Bellianis twk it. c moꝛe refoyced therewith than if he had been p1e- 
ſented wich a Eingdom. The Damzels greatly wondzed to ſe the 
great riches thereof, which was unvaluable. 

- Zell: thoſe Knights (moſt excellent Pzinceſs) that ſix dayes 
hence, they p1epare, and have then in readineſs all their men, that 
in the evening they ſuddenly aſſault the Doldans Palace, and p20- 
curing nought elſe but the liberty ok the Duke Alfiron: & in any 
caſe they take with them the P2inceſs- Perfiana, for it muſt nieds 
be lo, and pou (dear Lady) ſhall take pour leave of the Soldan, 
ſaping pou will depart hence, ſ&ing he would not let me go, & ſtay, 
fo2 us in the firſt village that we muſt paſs, being thither dired- 
ed by ſome of the Dukes folks, which otherwiſe would greatly 
let us, and J will ſend theſe Ladies to accompany you, leſt we 
loſe them in this attempt. and ſo herein let them not fail : and as 
ko me, let the Pzince-Arſileo, Don Brianel and the Knights take. 
no care, fo ſo ſon as they ſhall aſſault the Palace, A will be with 
them, You lap well (replied the Pꝛincels) and if it pleaſe pou 1 
will -advertiſe the princeſs Perſiina thereof, that againſt the 
time ſhe p2epare her [elf,#-not-hide her at the noiſe. Jt will not be 
amiſs (ſaid Don Bellianis) whereupsn the Pzinceſs Aurora, after 
the had been there a while, departed, leaving Don Bellianis in his 
chat with the Damzels, & ſhe her ſelf went ſtraight to the Pꝛin⸗ 
cels Perſiana, to-advertiſe her of that which had been deferens | 
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which news highly contented her, that ſhe thought ſhe was not able 
T todiſſemble it: in which content the Pꝛincels Aurora left her, x 
went to the Lo2ds of the faction, with them partaking of the 


knights of the golden Image determination. which greatly pleaſed. 
Then the Kings advertifed the Souldiers how. they would let the 
Duke Alfiron at liberty, ſeeing the Soldan would not do it, which 
they ought to do, being his ſubjecs;# true hearted friends. Mhere⸗ 
unto they yielded, making account that as in that hurly-burlp, 
they ſhould ſack the Solvaus Palace, ſo they might utterly ſub⸗ 
vert the City, putting it to ſpoil and pillage. 

Which made them think every hour a month, till they met 
with the Soldans power, to be revenged on him fo all the tnfu- 
ries done them, and foz the-breach of hes wozd. Pany inthe mean 
time ſolicited the Soldan to quietneſs; but nothing would p2evail 
with him determining to put the Duke to death, which if he did not, 
was foz that he expected the dailp comming of the Prince Perianeo, 
his ſon, with whole p2eſence he feared not the whole power ok 
the whole united Univerſe, thinking then moze ſafely to effect his 
will. Thus were five of the ſix-days paſt, that Don B:llianis had 
appointed, wherein he was up; and walked about, and in a manner 
well & able to bear armour, who ſeeing the determinate time ap- 
poached ſent the Damzels to accompany the Pzinceſs Aurora, 
who leeing it to be requiſite, did acco2dingly; telling the Dophy 
that the Knight-of the Golden -Jmage was well, and needed not 
moze their help. He requeſted them to remain in the Palate till 
they minded to depart. They thanked him fox that courteſte, an- 
ſwering they would go attend the pleafure of the Pꝛincels Autora, 
whom they found with all her Ladies, in readineſs to depart, and 
was comming to take her leave ok the Soldan, but ere they went 
the Ladies were furniſhed with god palfreys;who returned to the 
Doldan with the Pꝛincels, that being befoze him thus began. 
Great is the w2ong(molt mighty Loww)which in thy Lauvd thou 
haſt offered me, giving me cauſe to complain abꝛoad of thy diſrours 
keous entertainment, having againſt all right and Bingly juſtice, 
impziloned the Knight of the golden Image, that accompanied me, 
and to baniſh from thy territozie ſo bzave a man as the adventu⸗ 
rous Knight, with what elle thou knoweſt.Wherefoze le ing withs 
in thy houſe, court, and Palace theſe injuries J received, J have 
deter⸗ 
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determined to return unto the Bing my Father, though grieven tz der to 
the heart, though want of the beſt company that ever Lady hap; Wer © 

And J do wiſh,that with mildneſs you would cut off the dangers | 4 
that hereby may enſue, that J fear my heart denyeth : which if you J it | 
will not do at my intreats, every one will repute it to proceed of what 
rout ſupreme vertues, ſalving thereby all things paſt. men t 

And remember the blod ſpilt by the Prince of Phoenicia ne might 
battel, which through your ingratitude will elle dilparage cans Wat. 
dalize your ropal name, being heretokoze reputed koz ſo mighty | ® 46 
King, now to defame & ſtain thy ſpotleſs ſtate, with the name of 
tyrannous cruelty, and blody barbarilm. And ſo ended, expect 
the Dolvans ankwer, who a little ſted in ſuſpence,whether he ſhould 
let at liberty Don Bellianis, o2 no: but being altogether blinded 
wa a pasſionate rage and ſelf-will, reſpecting no law, made this 
reply, | 

JI know not (fair Pzincefs) why you ſhould thus cholerickly ats 
gue againſt me for the thing that if J did not would ruinate the 
honour of my vaſt Emperp, c make me little feared of my ſul 
jets : lo that were it not foz this, J would'willingly give you the 
Knight of the golden Jmage.What tommitctev oz intended offence, 
can you impute ts the Knight of the Golden Image (ſaid Don Ar 

fileo, that did come with her) being none ok pour ſubjects? oz elle 

do you think there ſhall be no other Judge of this matter, but you, 
which with pour unjuſt pasſton, will be but badly determinaten, 

Great is pour pzide, Pꝛince of Raſia (replied the Soldan) to 
P2elume to give me counſel that ned it not. J command you to 
ſpeak no moze hereof, and ſtraight get you out of my Cmpire, 
doing me all the harm pou can, foz J nothing effeem you, noz the 
greatneſs of your Kingdoms, whereof pou and pour companions 
do lo much vaunt of. 

Arſileo became ſo full of choler, that he would have replied acs 
co2ding to thoſe ſpeeches, but the Pzinceſs taped, 4-required him 
not to do it, diſſembling his anger, koz that pꝛelent, koz he ſhould 
Have time to be revenged at full, making him repent every thing 
he had. done,andſs tok their leaves ok him, expecting the next moꝛ⸗ 
row koz their revenge, and foz that time ſet foz ward on their jour⸗ 
ney The chiekeſt Nobility of the City, with an infinite number of 
Bnights, accompanied the Pzinceſs Aurora; tilt they wat 
| | | t 
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to a little village fix miles krom the City, where leaving her 
er all returned back 3 
Aärſileo ſeeming to go with the Princeſs, returned alſo to ton 
as it was night, the better to paſs unknown, where he o2vered 
what ſhould be done the evening following, commanding all their 
men to go to the Bing of Armenia's Palace, from whence they 
e | might the better march. The Pzince Den Ret ianis not fopgerting 
what he had to do; expected the appointed hour, very attentivelp, 
J one that ſhould paſs thzongh the Gates of death, wanting his 
of © god armour. The Doldan on the other five, was not without great 
9 kur, daring almoſt to truſt none, that he would in perſon vilit his 
d wich, and Centinels, like a man that unadviſedlp, and without 
» If counſel, pzocureth wicht rage and unlawkulk means, to effect a 
un opinion, as at this preſent - happened to the Soldan ek Sicc- 
nia, a King molt puiſant and mighty, of the Perſians, whom the 
wermuch and arrogant pꝛide of his large government, r Empire, 
with ſo bold and valiant a ſox as the Pꝛince Perianeo, otherwiſe 
alled the Unight of the Images, whole equal the wozld could 
+ iy yield, did make him violate his royal wo2d( a thing ſo: 
aious to any Pꝛiace) which made him fear and doubt his ſafety in 
lis own Kingdom- and Palace, and among his filbjets, and not 


- 
: 


able to puniſh them. | 

And allo his daughter, that though at that p2eſent ſhe deſired 
wt his death, pet ſought ſhe the overthzow of his content like a 
moztal any capital. Foz this now was the fate of the Siconian 
doldan, and great Emperoꝛz of the Perſian Ponarthy, who tocom- 
jaſs and bzing to pats the foliſh and mad opinion of a vain in⸗ 
unt, eNeemed not the vatour of ſuch great Princes, and hardy 
knights, here koze ik he efcaped with his life, in recompence of 
his ingratitudes, he may account it no little god. But leaving this 
ve. will return to our fozmer purpoſe „as in the Chapter follow- 
ing ſhall be declared, | e'! 
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The brave and dangerous battel fought in Perſepolis, bet ween . beg 
Princes and Knights, with the Soldans Power, about the liberty 
of the Duke Alfiron, with the whole ſucceſs thereof. 


As ſon as the bzight ſplendo2 of heavens all⸗ piercing eye hu 
ended his diurnal courſe about the compaſs of the o2bed earth, 
ſome. heart impoveriſhs --Knights: though diſmaying fear am 
pale timoꝛous cowardiſe- deſpaired (as in ſuch caſes, often happen, 
eth) of their ſure-ſucceſs, whileſt the Pꝛinces Don Briancl & ar. © 
. faleo, accompanied with the Kings of Armenia, and Te (lifanty 
commanded all their Knights to mount on their hozſes, erpecting 
. farther ozder. Don Brianel cauſed Don Bellianis Dwarffs to cons 
vey his Armouz, where the Pzinceſs Aurora ſtaped. And charge 
all their trops upon their aſſault to cry atoud, Phœnicis, they if 
ſued fozth as cloſely as they could, And foz that all the City was 
up iu arms that day, there was no regard taken of them, thinking 
they were to guardthe Palace, whither being come, and finding 
the guard afozeſaid;they began, crying Phœnicia, to aſſault with 
furp, that they unhoꝛſed above two thouſand at the firſt incouncer, 
Wut they perceiving the deceit, gathered themſelves together u 
ſuch ſo2t, that the fight on both ſides wared-moſt bloody, with the 
death of an infinite number of men:though'thzough the nig | 
ſcurity, it could not de diſcerned, yet by theſe cryes, knew they dur 
another: loꝛ the Soldans men had their watch wozds among them 
whereby the battel ſtill tontinned very fierce, dekending Lo tour 
gioully the entry, that foz all Don Brianel and Arſileo perfo2med 
wonders, pet their men could win no advantage: whereupon they 
determined to alight on kot, to do it moze eaſtly, when ſuddenly 
there were brought lo many lights that one might well know the Þ| ; 
other. The Pꝛince Don Bellianis no ſoner heard the outcryes, but Þ| { 
caſting His mantle about his arm, dzew his (wozd./& defcended the 
ſtairs, but ere he was at the fot of them, the guard beſet him,eſpe- 
cially the Captain, that would have given him a dangerous blow 
on the head, to have cleaved it in twain, had not he taken it upon 
his [wozwd wherewtth he cut his leg in two, but ere he fell on the ag 
ground (Don Bellianis defending Himſelf of the other Knights 
Flows) dꝛew the Captain to him by the ſhield that he tokit 


from 
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| from him, and ſfepping back buckled it about his arm & with them 
began ſo bꝛave, and ſo cruel a fight, as if as great a number were 
with him, but the place being ſomewhat narrow he-twk all their 
Hows upon his [woꝛzd and ſhield, his being ſo deadly, that in little 
time he had thzown down dead above thirty Knights : whoſe huge 
and monſtrous wounds, would make anp afraid to ſe them, and 
ſo oppzeſt the others, that their clamour and outcryes, 'leemed to 

overwhelm the Palace, 14 1113. 
The A hou being with the fe ar of death diſmaid and not able 
to abide the fury of the Knight of the golden J mage, turned their 

"| tacks and fled, 

"1. 8 Don Bcllianis letting them go, armed himſelf with one of the 
dead Knights armour, and not longer taping, entred the Palace, 
ere in the great hall he eſpied the ®olvan at the light of tozches 
that were there, who with a trop of choſen Knights was going 
to ſuccoz the palace which he heard was aſſaulted by the Pꝛince of 
Phcenicia, fo; ſo they thought by their adverſaries clamoꝛ. Whom 
ſeing, he conceived ſuch rage againſt him, that aloud he ſaid, A 
ave. thee now in time, falſe Soldan of Perſia, violater of the ropal 
h & wo2d, that thou ſhalt ſe how little thou ſhalt get by my im⸗ 
A niſonment,foz know J am the Knight of the Golden Jmage.Who 
able to ſet down the extreme fear that lurpꝛiſed the Doldan at 

ſe woꝛds, judging himſelf at that inſtant utterly deſtroyed? 
The Knights put themſelves befoze the'@oldan to defend him, 
= which-Don Bellianis ſeeing, redoubled his rage and maugre their 
| e. ſet ſo furiouflp upon them, that as a wolf among a trop of 
ep he bear them down together, who not able to reſiſt htm, made 
him large way to paſs by them, which he did to revenge himſelf 
at full on the Soldan. Who ſ&ing him ſo determinate come againſt 
im, retired to a window falling over a garven,thzough which fo 
bis beſt ſafeguard he caſt-himſelf down, that accozding to the fall it 
bas a great wonder he beat not out his bzains. Pet it bzuiſed all 
his body and disjointed both arms and legs: the like befell above 
thirty Knicchts following him, flying from the Knight as from the 

touch of a death ſtinging Baſikisk. 

The Pꝛince Don Bellianis would have done lo, ſuch was his hate 
againſt the Soldan, but determined firſt to end the battel, think⸗ 


o 


ing afterward to have ſome time — execute his will, and ſo turning 
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to the Knights ſaw them run headlong out of the Palace, an 


„ thafting himſelf'in among them, found his compantons that hab 0 


fozced the Soldans men to retire back to the ſtajrs, which they 
de fender like them that erpeced the fearful ſtroke gf death; ſo that ** 
Don Bellianis aſſailing them at their backs, made ſuch deſolation 

of them, that they thought fo great a numbespehind as befoze, 
which lo bereft them of their ſenſes, that how tb pefolve they kney 
not, till the death⸗giving wound, pierced their daunted hearts, that 
moſt of them reſted wounded and dead. The Dukes ſouldiers ſa⸗ 
ing this began to ſack and rob the Palace: the ranſacking of whole 
treaſury was their chiefeſt hope of gain. 

Don Bellianis and Arſileo in the mean time rutht into the Pyin- 
ceſs Perſiana's Chamber, who befoze her ſeemep very grieved, any 
being by the Pꝛince ſ&n, he aloud ſatv. * Jt behoves thee,” Pzins 
ceſs Perſiana, to go with me, in recompence of the wzongs, and 
impzilonment your father put me in, againſt Laws and juftice,and 
thereupon tok her betwirt His arms, and ſome other Knights vid 
fo, by two 62 three of her Laides; whoſe lamentable ſh2ieks mane 
the Palace to eccho with the noyſe. And lo carrying them, wert 
met by the adventurous Knight,that was coming foz her, having 
ſet at liberty the Duke that came with him, who with ſuch gteat 
admiration and exceeding; joy to ſee his Lady, had akmoſt ſwouney 
to the ground. | 

Thereupon Don Bellianis commanded the Trumpets to ſouth 
the retreat, to withdraw the Doldiers,and meeting with the Kings 
of Armenia and Teſſifanty, led them to their own quarters, which 
they could hardly do, being ſo given to the lpoil: but being uni⸗ 
ted together, Don Bellianis charged the Dukes Captains to conduct 
their men to their Paſters City that was in the Bingdom of 
Perſia, which they did with great haſt.ſeing their enterpꝛiſe ſo hap⸗ 
pilp ſucceeded, and alſo becauſe-there was above 40 thouſand men 
armed there. And themlelves having no guides, ſtayed within the. 
City till the mozrom, leſt they Gould loſe themſelves in the 
night. But the Dukes men kept on their way lo well, that at the 
appearing of the Dun, they were hard by the place where the dap 
vefo2e thep left the Pzinceſs Aurora, where alſo came the Pꝛinceſe, 
and there they all alighted to reſt them, where the Pꝛineels Auro - 
ra welcomed them, with the Duke Alfiron, whoſe glavneſs was 
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s great as his ſozrow had been befoze, rendzing together with the 

other Princes innumerable thanks unto the two Kings ſoy their 

| aid, and confirming an everlaſting and inviolable bond of amity 
that laſted all their lives, as the courſe of this great Piſtoʒy amply 

' dilateth. And not ſtaying in this place, departed thence, where we 
leave them to ſet down what they did, | 


CHAP. XXX, 
What the Soldan did, having underſtood his daughters loſs : And 
how Coroliano and Boraldo his brother, followed the Dukes 


power, with great troops, with the ſucceſs of a moR cruel battel 
that paſſed between them. 


| Pat tongue is able to expreſs the many and loud laments, 
| and lamentable cries made in the Palace by the popula- 
tity and others, which alſo the Ladies and damzels with their great 
tlamozs augmented, fo; the loſs of the Pzinceſs Perſiana. Now 
the Knights that eſcaped the fury of the battel, ſering their adverſa- 
ties gone, went to ſeek the Soldan, whom they found in the Gar⸗ 
den, as be koze is mentioned; they tok him and did bear him thence 
to his chamber, and laid him in his bed, and hearing the piteous 
chzieks of the Damolels, enquired the cauſe. which was told him 
to be, ko that their adverſaries had taken with them the Pzincels 
perſiana, his Daughter, and had ſet at liberty the Duke Alfiron, and 
all that moꝛe he had ſeen: which when he knew, the extream an⸗ 
guich and ſozrow of theſe evils almoſt bereft him of his living 
Heath. But thereupon he called a couſin of his, a luſty and couragi⸗ 
pus Knight called Coroliano, and commanded him to follow the 
enemp, with all the people in the Citp, to reſcue his toln Daughter, 
wy that he ſhould ſpare no mans life that fell into his hands: 
Mhich he uttered with ſuch inraged grief that the tears trickled 
down His fate. Coroliano did all like a man accuſtomed to ſuch 
dangers, aſſuring himſelf to be avenged ou their foes koz all their 
loſſes, . UWherefoze at his command the city ſtraight ecchoed with 
the, ſound of all maner of military inſtruments, and all that were 
able to bear arms, armed themſelves and went tothe Palace, fo 
that in little time there were gathered above fozty thouſand men, 
which in all halt he led out of Ne keeping no ozder in . 
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march that their enemies might not get bekoze them who then we 
above 15 miles an 
In this manner they went till they came to a City belonging to 
the Soldan, where they that night reſted „and underſtanding there, 
how the enemy determined to dine the nert mozrow at Bollera, 
thought, ik he ſtaid, he ſhould not overtake them as he would. 
UWherefoze about midnight he ſet fozward with all his men, maki 
ſuch haſte,that by bꝛe ak ok day he elpiedthem, deſcending-a hill in 
god 62der, which much joped him, that he pzeſently commandey 
his Trumpets to ſoundz which Don Bellianis hearing Toked back, 
and ſaw ſo many men make toward them, that they covered the 
plains: it ſomewhat troubled him, wanting means to guard the 
Pzincels. Pet with as much celerity as the time affozded, he 
wheeled his companies about, ſetting the Pꝛincels at one ſide of che 
mountain, guarded with five hundzed Knights: and ſeeing his men 
began to fear with the ſight of ſuch multitudes, he encourage 
them, repꝛaping and intreating them to conſider that thoſe trays 
were of little moment and leſs valour, coming half vanquiſhey, 
being only lead by the eagerneſs of revenge fo2 the laughter that 
was made of them, which like blind men bꝛought them to their ute 
deſtruction, This laid he tok with him the adventurous Knight, 
the Pꝛince Arſileo, the two Knights, and he Duke, and placing 
themſelves befoze their men, expected their dverlaries. 
Coroliano, being deſcended on the plain, divided his Soldiers in- 
to two Squadzons, the one he committed to his brother Boraldo, | 
the other he led himlelk, and imagining what they had done he com⸗ 
manded two thouſand choſen Knights to aſſault the eozner ok the 
mount, certainly ſuppoling that the Ptinceſs Perſiana was there, 
and ſo with great clamo2s they furtoufly ran upon the Dukes men, 
who with their valiant guides were ready to receive them, and {0 
terrible were their incounters on that plain that above four thou- 
ſand of Corohanos Knights were unhozſed, by reaſon that their 
hozſes were weary & tyzed, with the haſte they had made, that they 
could ſcarce hold out thitherto. Don Bellianis, and his companions 
on their ſide;-overthzew above fixty to the ground dead:and thzuſt- 
ing themſelves among their enemies, that they ſemed like ſo mas 
ny kuries ſent fo2 their utter deſolation. But the adverſe numbers 
were ſa-many, that. the dead nothing diſcouraged the Uving;elper 
* ally: 
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mp, kon that Coroliano fo animated them, that it may be ſaip only 


e upheld the battel. Which Azbleg fing, tok a lance from one of 


his company, and made againſt him. Corgliano did the like, and 
met ſo furioufly that their ſhields and armour were pierced, and 
themſelves reſted on hozſeback ſozely wounded:then dzawing their 
ſtrong [wozds, fo2ced each other at every blow to bow. thir heads 
to the Saddle pummel. 50 ? | 


bh | Ks * ot h.the airy -1 
his freſh Pattalit adve 41 fl 
he might with 


85 the Wuke kell in a trance, and had 


fallen had he not held by, Boraldo nit taping there paſſed fozward, 
pzoud of the blow that he gave: at this time the Solpans,men-re- 
covered, and began to win much ground infonitich that Don Bel- 
lianis,no2 the adventurous Knight being not able with their valour 
to ſtay their men they began to retire” back: which when the Knight 
of the golden Image ſaw, like a chafed Lyon wanting his pꝛey he 
thꝛuſt himſelf among the thickeft of his adverſaries,that unhappy 
was he whom his blow reachedtin ſuth manner ztipg and over⸗ 
thzowing Knights with their hozkes, chat His armour Was all. covers 
ed, and his (wo2d rieken wich blond, whith foxced every one to fly 
his fury, as doth the fearfull partridge fly from the deadly perſuic 
of a towzing Faulcon, Foz there was no Knight that he met, ho w 
valiant ſoever, but with one blow he ſir@k down krom his bau, 

And pasling thus along where Arſſleo ann Coroſiano were 3 
| n 


of 


in fight together, both which had ſuch piceous wounds that it me vba 
ved the P2ince to compasſion. 49 | | 


have the woz\t,raifed himſelf in his tirrops, #(unable to be refit, 


together loſt his lenſes. Which lo inraged the heart of Don Bell. 


wo deſcending on the hoſes neck, it alſo cut it pff, kalling on the 
earth with Coroſiano and his hozſe. But Boraldo at this inſtant, 


-piteottfip opened his fleſh,and | 
Helm that it cut all his buckles, leaving his head unarmed. Never 
was there any Baſtlisk moze invironed, noz Lyon moze eager gf 


night of the golden Jmage, on whoſe overthꝛow conſiſted the 
god ſucceſs of his enterprize, thzuſt his hozſe into the belly, that 


leapt from him with celerity,which he had ſcant done, but he wis 
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| Coro 


Ptre then arrived Boraldo, x ſeing his bꝛother in ſuch caſe, 


ed by Don Bellianis, that in great haſt picked toward him) gave 
him ſo mighty a blow backward on the head, that cutting his helm | 
it made a grievous wound, x he had like to have fallen, having al- 


anis, that the very blond ler med to run down his eyes, to ſee him u 
uſed in his pꝛelence. And in his fury he truck at Coroliano(that was 
dilcharging another blow on Arſileo ) which fell with tuch huge 
ffrength lighting on his ſhield that it divided it into two, and his 


wounded Don 'Belliariis on the mye ſide, that piercing-his armour: 
o ſwiftly redoubled another on his 


His pzey, than Don Bellianis was now, burning in fury of revengy, 
And turning upon Boraldo with one blow tumbled his ſhield in tun 
together with himfelf ſoze wounded to the ground. Coroliano that 
by this had riſen, knowing him by his armour to be the haughty 


he fell dead with his maſter on his back which DonBellianis king, 


aſſaulted by about two'thouſaub Mnights that came to aid Coro. 


-B ano; pet this help litt e helped him, foz Don Bellianis ſtrak 


ger fighting with Boraldo, in whoſe behalf many here arrived, but 
he joining with his couſin. (having laced his Belm ) wounded ſs 
furiouſly on alk ſides, chat chep had incompaſſed themſelves with 
rarkeies of Na tered men. Pet foz all this they were ſooppzet 
with freſh muftikudeg that by ng means they could mount on-hozle- 
back, which Bon Be!tianis perceiving doubling his anger, laid about 
him, chat in defpightof them he mounted on hozſe,on which he lom⸗ 
what eaſter taboured in the fight, till Arſileo had dene the like, 
wperewirh hep babe their paſlage though (he, thickeſt of them, 
g- 3.3Y; ds ONE JE FS Wy a b ns. Sis: . who 
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who allo mounted Boraldo, that was ſozelp woundey, and cartied 
LCoroliano out of the battel which grew moe cruel than all the dap 


'T 
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lighting. 2 
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kardtgg that yon daring longer 40 ſtay, turned their backs and lieg . 
ard their other company, where the kurious battel Rill continn⸗ 
en, eerie by that de where Don Bcllianis was killing his hozlt 
under him, and he bzuiled with the great fall, roſe up in extream 
danger of his like,fo2 his men began to give back, which koꝛced him 
with mer frength and ſole labour, gk his valour, to withſtany the 
1 15 fury, laying on all des to get ahozſe..  - 250 
7 But nen ng him to he their only deſtrucion, ruſt 
titudes upon him, no mo2e fearing his death-giving won, 
n ik he had that dap bart none. Whereby though many died by 
xi, pet was $ bs ſozply ers both wich {wozps and lances, fa 
cy werf no | 0 emo yer haut 


But hi aries gag ana pore ubugbt bur bi 
death, infomuch cn they wok their eye s and fall ups 
on him, becaule t would nd not 1 015 ſtrokes,and had not he leapt 


1 here a1 — RE 3 one would have gat hin 
P , 
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ich if, they did he gr rded his life. 
N ec ud ot fue but that at laſt ſome 50 U 


chat a ieh on hin bb laying faſt hold ou hu 


wher — debe ehoved.hi rength, only to get from 
chem dicht 19 purning with his Mars in the end he fell donn 
with above,halfofthem.upon him, e ſeeing himſelf in ſuch danger, 
havin 15 W ten Unten ſtept away, riſing 
on his, 1 0 her ſide, beſtawing deadly; blows, on: all ſides 
that t tr role uch great and mighty » amet and out-cries that 
the reſt of the battel was nothing to this fight, incouraging one 
another only. to kill that Buight,,on whole death depended their 
victo2y, 

In this ſeaſon, arrived here the Pꝛinte of Phoenicia with his com- 
pany,that Fn in 197 uit ak thoſe that fled, and hearing there that 
great noiſe, lo on upon them, that they unhozſed above 
2000 knights, 1 which ker the Pꝛince pꝛeſt thꝛough them, till 
he came Where the Knight of the Golden 3 mage was, whom he 
knem (though he never ſaw him) by the device of his ſhie ld, and 
ling him do ſuch, wonyers laid to Himſelf, that not without cauſe 
he enjoyed the name and de elerded to be called the ſoles: Wiozthyof 
adinired chivalzp, ;.. [and being; about to alight to give his:hozſe unito 
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leg Don Bellianis, the mighty Boraldo came thither to ſuccoy his men 
inu⸗ that here loſt their gotten vantage, which they did not on the other 
ſide, becauſe he valiantly had wichſt@d the fozce of the Pzinces 
Don Brianel and Arſileo. And eſpying that Knight, ſtraight knew 
him by his armoz, thinking him to be he that had flain the King of 
the Cyprus, & fearing his fozce, durſt not like a god Knight confronc 
him face to face, ſuppoſing that in a battel any thing was tolera- 
lle, raiſed himſelf on his ſtirrops, and with his hands behind his 
back, gave him ſo huge a blow, that it made him bend his head 
lower than his Hozſes ears. Which Don Bellianis perceiving, hav- 
ing known the Pꝛince, and thinking he would have fallen from his 
hozſe, ran to help him. But the Pꝛince Don Contumeliano loſing 
no whit ok his valour, at ſuch blows returned upon him, with 
his ſw02d hoiſted aloft,determining at that blow to part his head in 
two. The other with like intent came alſo upon him, and at one 
inftant diſcharged their rage on each other, that Contumelianeo 
was like to fall, but Boraldo loſt his ſenſes. The Pꝛince lecondey 
mother, that therewith he tumbled from his hozſe, and alighting 
ts cut off his head, unlaced his helm, and found him in ſuch caſe, 
that he judging him dead, let him lie, though it had been better koz 
him there to have made him ſure,than fo2 his after harm to give 
him his life, as this hiſtozp diſcourſeth; And going to the Knight 
of the Golden Image, with great courteſie thus ſaid. Mount upon 
this my hoꝛſe ( moſt haughty Knight, uſurper of anothers heart) 
and follow the vickozy ozdained by the Gods, to all pour happy and 
glozious acts. | 
The Knight of the Golden Image replied, leave not pour hozſe 
foz me (high and renovmed Pꝛince) foz though A in this battel 
do miſcarrp, there is nothing loft in reſpec of your royal perſon, 
how much the moze that the Knights hozſe whom pou have flain 
ſufficeth me. Do mounting on. Boraldo's hozſe, the Phoenician 
ve Piince did the like upon his own, together, overturned the fu- 
il ry of the fight, that thzough want of an infinite number of the Dol- 
he | dans men, his Captains began to peld the field. Which their ad⸗ 
1d Þ verſaries ſeeing, ſo hotly renew'd their decaying fo2ces, that their 
le enemies were conſtrained to ſave their lives, by giving the liberty 
of to their ho2ſes, in which flight. being bzavely purſued, there was an 
to innumerable number Gain, be after the fight was nn. 
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the Solvans Men were flain above 25 thonſand, Mich not aboy 
two thouſand loſt on the Dukes behalf, Which god fitceeſs waz 
by theſe Kings and Pꝛinces worthilp attained, every one with 
tinmo2tal pꝛaiſes thanked him: to whom their Devotion was moſt 
(being in the whole Camp) but only the thee Cy2iſtian Knights, 
This done they went to meet the P2inces that were coming to 
them: Between whom their courteons greeting and kind ſalutes 
were ſuth, as if they never befo2e had ſeen one avother. 

\ Sbery one greatly honoured the Pzince Contumcliano, ſome 
fo2 his aid in that great danger newly paſt, the others (that kney 
no otherwiſe) not only foꝛ the ſame thanked him, but allo foz the 
oberthꝛow he had given the fearfull Feliſton, King of Cyprus. 

At which time arrived the Duke Alfiron, who ſeing the Pha. 
nician Pꝛince, would have alighted, being ſozely wounded, but he 
would by no means ſuffer it. Give me pour royal white hands,(moſ 
excellent Pꝛince) that J may kiſs them (ſaid the Duke) in token 
that A received twice my deſpiſed life by pour means. Don Conty. 
meliano ſeeing the Dukes erro2,would not longer feem to rob the 
gloꝛy from the victozy by joping in anothers Yonour, contenting 
himſelf with that he had won in that battel; and obtaining ok ſuch 
friends, replied. J will not (magnanimous Duke, and pou heroick 
Knights) ſuffer pour erroz any further to pꝛocted, noꝛ longer uſury 
the honoz of ſo high a vico2y,from him that bindeth all wandzing 
Knights in the ozbed Earth to his fury, and ſeeing now there is ng 
danger in diſcovering it, know (great Lozds) that he which hath 
won the immoztal glory of the victory, is pour friend, c Lo2d of ug 
all, the never enough p1aiſed , the Knight of the Golden Image, to 
whom by a ſtrange adventure J lent my armoz, wherewith he un⸗ 
dertok the fight wherein befell all that you ſaw, and dilated the 
manner how he found him, and in what habit, concealing nothing 
but what bappenedafter thefight. Which heard of the Dukes, Binge, 
Pꝛincesand Knights there pꝛelent, thep highly wondzed at his dil⸗ 
courſe, whereto the Duke thus ſaid, Now am J not( renowned 
P2ince) ſo much indebted as J thought, foz having given all my 
telf unto the Knight of the Golden Image, he doth in taking care 
fo2 mp matters buſie Himſelf in his own, whereby my duty can be 
no greater than it was befoze. | 

Von have in nothing ſo much canſe (laid Don Brianel) to 1 — 

| im; 


him; 
as yt 
have 
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* him; fo2 what he did in that battel, he had therin as great a pare 
with as your (elf,o2 elſe, had he not been there pꝛelent, very ill ſhould we 
* 5 have defended his honour. Mhereupon they newly imbzaccd Don 
ht Bellianis, ſaying he had not done well in not diſcloſing himſelf to 
9 them, that they might with moze confidence have uſed their arms 
ln in that battel. 

1 Speak no moze of this (laid Don Bellianis ) foy it is evident if 
ons | Auf honour J have, oz any thing perfozmed therein, it only p20- 
1 (ids from pou. Wherefo2e it is J that am only bound to you all, 

n ; Parry, if that were lo (replied Don Brianel) had there loſt my 
the life, being unable to defend it. The Pꝛince Arſilco, and the Pꝛin⸗ 
" ceſſes diſturbed this conference, coming to greet Don Bellianis, 
th where they renewed their thanks, 
not Which done(their men having ranſackt their enemies camp)the 
ke two Kings,the Pꝛinceſſes, Don Bellianis, with the Pzince Arlileo, 

the Pheenician Pꝛince and the venturous Knight, directed their way 
he towards Bollera; by the ſame diſcourſing of many things. Don 
b dellianis being of opinion they ſhould return and ſack Perſepolis, 
ing which they might eaſily have done, being left without any Gariſon. 
But the Pꝛinceſs Perſiana, with the other Pzinces, put him from 
italledging their men to be weak and weary of their laſt travel. 


1 and other buſineſs, went to the Dukes Palace to repoſe them⸗ 
it ſelves,where. their wounds were delle, 

| The 275 Don Contumeliano lodged with Don. Bellianis at 
0 his intreaty,who greatly joyed with his company, being a Knight 
4 of pleaſant diſcourle. Where we leave them till we have let down 
he be. the Soldans men . they were e and putt to 
| . 


And ſo at ILaſt arrived in the city, where well ozdering their trops, 
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CHAP. X XXI. 


What the Soldans men did after the battel, and how they carried 
the news of their diſcomfiture to the Soldan. 
1 *. battel being ended in manner afozeſaid,part of the Doldang 
men that ſurvived, tok cheir way to Perſepolis, and hid them⸗ 
ſelves in the wod, and ſome that were moze hardy, cloſely may 
themſelves with their adverſaries, having left behind them thoſe 
things that might diſcover them, who heard Don Contumeliano's 
diſcourle,how the knight of the Golden Image was he that had ain 
the fearful King of Cyprus. 

Theſe Knights having cloſely hid themſelves, expected the dark 
nights app2oach, and the cloſet that they might, departed thence 
having not entred into the City, and by the pale reflec of the ſhin- 
ing mon, loking about the field foz the bodies of Coroliano any 
Boraldo to carry them to Perſepolis, did at laſt find them. Coroliam 
being in perfect ſenſe,but Boraldo yet lay in his trance, being pite- 
oufly wounded and extream faint with the loſs of much moze blen 
than His bꝛother: and ſetting them on hoxſeback with two knights 

* behind to guive them, came the next day to Perſepolis,where incom- 
parable was the lamentable grief.generally of all, all participating 
of the pzeſent Toſs, and certainly accozving to their grievous cht 

maurs aud languiching cries, thetr avverſaries(had theycome-npon 
them) might eaffly have taken and ſackt the Citp, foz being over- 
wheſmed | Vopy tears leaking krom their hearts that they 

knew not one another. 1 1 

But above all the reit, the viſtreſfed Soldan of Perſia, wich maz⸗ 
ding rage rent his cloaths, tearing the auncient hairs ok his grave 
beard, and blaſpheming and defying his Gods, with hideous ſhzicks 
cried out. Dh unhappy Dolvan of Perſia, is it posſible the Gods 
ould honour thee with ſo large an Empire, to diſgrace thy glozy 
with this ſhame.and that art notable to revenge thee on thy rebels 
tious ſubject, that hath flain thy ſon in law, and in deſpight of the, 

1 p only daughter: | | | 

my chice happy are you Coroliano and Boraldo, that have in 
defence of pour dear Pꝛince and Country, wzeſtled with all⸗con⸗ 
quering death, leaving pour lives fo2 an immoztal Trophy of your 
true 
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true loyalty, And unhappp am A that is not able to die, when and 


where my fame and gloꝛy is d2zowned in the laſting Center of black 
oblivion. But let foztune do her wozſt, as ſhe already hath in 
times paſt, Foz J vow by the immoztal Gods, never to ceale till 
I have put to utter deſolation him and his accomplices, that hath 
ben cauſe of all theſe evils, Thus is he was moſt bitterly raging 
and exclaiming againſt his cruel fate, there entred the hall⸗gate the 
hozſes, that (as it is ſaid) bzonght his Couſins, who (though pite⸗ 
dully wounded, as may be beleeved) ſpake unto the Soldan, that 
ſomewhat comfo2ted himſelf, to ſe them not altogether dead, and 
commanded them to be laid on a bed, in his own Chamber.where 
they were cured, 

And the other Knights beginning to difery their overthrow. ſaid, 
that Having almoſt utterly defeated their enemies, there arrived 
the Pꝛince Contumeliano of Pheenicia, with four thouſand men, 
with whom after a blody conflict, we refted thus vanquiſhed, and 
defeated. Ch me dilgraced that A am (ſaid the Soldan) and was 


you lite, with many-other-wo} 
kozmed. 
But 
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But tell me, what is Don Contumeliano? which Gould be yg 
bad night, ling the Knight ok the Golden Image twk his name 
and Arms. One of the valtanteſt Knights in the whole Camp is 
that Pzince (ſaid they) foz at two blows. did he being your Couſin 
Boraldo to this pals you lee, with mauy other wozthy deeds that 
in the battel he perkozmed. 

Thele news much dilcomkozted the Soldan, in which ſtate he 
continiced- eight days, till he was altogether well ok his fall, in 
which time he heard by the repoꝛt of many knighte, ok the adventure 
that was not far from the City, Who greatly deſiring to ſee it, went 
thither, accompained with many knights. Where being come, and 
reading the letters of the Pillar, divers would pꝛove it, but in a 
little (pace, as many as did were overcome, and pet could ſee no 
body. | | 

I have mauy years ago, heard of this adventure (ſaid the Sol, 
dan) and how it was here, and J know that in the Soldan my 
Candfathers time, many ancient knights pzoved it. Ando 
from that time it was publiſhed abzoad, that many wandzing 
Knights from divers places came to pꝛove themlelves in it. 
* dan after this returned to the City, and cauſed. his 
command to be pꝛoclamed thzoughout his large Empire, that ev 
ery one able to bear arms,ſhould within two moneths be at Perſepo- 
1is-Whereby, he began to oꝛder the mightieſt and ſtrongeſt Army 
by I that untill that time was ever ſeen in thoſe parts, Fa 
within dine moneth, there was arrived in that City above the 
hundzed thouſand valiant hozſemen,and well appointed. The Sol 
dan ſent to many places, as well abzoad as at home, to ſeek fo; 
his ſon the P2ince Perianeo, to lead thoſe trops againſt his ads 
verſaries:with whole coming, he ſo aſſured himſelf to be revenged, 
as if it were already executed, Foz he not only thought to deſtroy 
the. Duke Alfixon and the Pzjnce of Phoenicia, but alſs thought to 
E the pb or ne, and Bing ok Raſa, whom he imagined to 

father unto; ade and if thoſe wars happily ſuccæ ded, to paſs 


| 0 
againſt the Grecian Emperour, whom he knew to be free of the dans 
ger that Don Gallaneo of Antjoch had put him in. So that theſe 
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ing all neteſlaries fo; the wars. 
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tmaginatiqus made him longer Kay than he had purpoled, pzepa- 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


How Don Brianel required by the Prince Don Bellianis, departed 
towards the Kingdom of Antioch , how the Duke Alfiron mar- 
ried the Princeſs Perſiana, and what ſtrange things happened in 

the ſouſts unto the Princes Contumeliano, Arfileo and Floriſpiano. 


T Ve Knights (as is ſaid ) being within the City ok Bollera, 

made famous by their being there, were within fifteen days 
thzoughly whole of their wounds, though not of that which the a⸗ 
mozous Pzince Don Bellianis had in his heart foz love of the beau⸗ 
trousP3inceſsFlorisbella,which had ſo penetrated his tender bzeaſt 
that he determined (upon the god ſucceſs of thoſe affairs) never 
to ceaſe, till his eyes might enjoy her happy ſight, thinking theres 


with to mitigate the cruel pasſions of his tozmented heart. 


Thus continuing thereupon, one dap taking apartthe Pꝛinceſs 
perſiana he told her that he thought it not amils, ik ſhe deſired the - 
accompliſhing of her deſires, ſhe ſhould kozthwith wed the Duke 
Alfiron, leſt the changes of Foztune might hereafter diſturb it, & 
that the Soldan her Father would not be ſo cruel, that hearing it, 
would not rejoyce to ſee her married ts her content. She that 


nothing elle deſired, ſaid, ſhe would in every thing acco2d to his 
will, derogating in no reſpect from it. Mherekoze, thanking her fo2 


that honour. he conferred of it with the Duke, who thereto agreed. 


-appointing the nuptials to be ſolemnized ten days after, which 
was the time they celebꝛated a feaſt dedicated to their Mihomect, 


All the Knights greatly rejoyced at thatDonBellianis had done, 


Peparing themſelves very ſumptuouſly againſt the marriage- 


day, 02dering a moſt ſtately Tournep in.honoz of the nuptials. And 
in the mean time, hearing of the Doldans pꝛeparations and innu⸗ 
merable multitudes, neglected not to demand the aidof all her 
Friends and Allies. 

And Kings ſent to their Kingdoms, that all their help might 
there with ſpeed be united. And fo theſe great enemies being 
thus nigh one to the other, were bp their ſppals ſtill advertized 
ok eithers doings. 

| The. 


+ it will not diſadvantage you. 


made ? I ſhall want no Bnight to do it (replied ſhe) oz if J do, one 
ok my Damzels ſhall undertake the troubleſome toil. 
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The Bnight of the Golden Image much grieved to ſ& theſe de⸗ 
lays, becauſe. they hindzed and kept him there from his pꝛolecuted 


- journep:diſpairing of hoped joys, wanting the p2eſence of the cau⸗ 
ſer of his griek, which he ſomewhat lightned, bp daily converſin 


with the Damzels of his miſtrels, elle otherwiſe he hardly could 
have ſtaid there all the while, which he beguilen with pleaſant dil. 


courſes with theſe Pzinces and Ladies 3 and one day talking with 
the Pꝛinceſs Aurora about her affairs in Antioch, ſhe ſaid to him, 
it would not be unneceſſary ſhe ſhould w2ite unto the Governour of 


that king dome, placed by the Pzince Don Gallaneo, on whom the 


-repoſed great truſt, 


I think it not amiſs ( anſwered Don Bellianis ) if you ſuppoſe 
Eut who ſhall carry it, when it is 


Whereupon Don Bellianis with pen Ink & paper, wꝛote the letter, 


and when it was done called the Pzince Don Brianel, who ( as is 
laid) greatly deſtred to be. imployed in the Pꝛinceſſes ſervice,ſayd to 
him he ſhould be the bearer of that letter, being a matter to be truſt- 
ed on none but him. There is no reaſon (my god Lo2d) ſaid the 


Pzincels, that you ſhould undergo ſuch trouble, having already 


hitherto taken ſo much koz my ſake, pou need not now further en- 


danger pour ſelf in theſe new and ſuch ſeldome ſeen toils,havingat 
my od 2 received no favoz fo2.any.Jt is no trouble(der Lady.ſaid 
he) which is undertaken in pour behaltf,eſpecially in the advancing 
your glozy:aud therfoze Jam encouraged ſtreight to depart hence, 
AJ gladly would have accompanied you (replied ſhe) if this p2eſent 


war did not hinder me, where Don Bellianis is alſo neceſſarily 
{kayed. | . 


It is better that you remain here (ſaid Don Bellianis) foz the 
Pꝛince Don Brianel will quickly return with anſwertand thus they 
agreed, that the next day he ſhould depart. telling thoſe Knights 
that he went about an earneſt matter of his own. which fozced him 
ſo to leave them, aſſuring them his return ſhould be with ſpeed. And 
lo taking his parting leave, the inſuing mozning he let fozwards on 
his vopage, continuing his daily journeys, till he arrived at Antioch, 


where 
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where there befel him great adventures , as (hall be ſet down in 
his diie place. 


Do leaving him, and returning to our fozmer purpoſe, the 
day was at length come, wherein the ropal nuptials of the 
Pꝛincelg Perſiana with the Duke Alfiron ſhould be celebzated: 
againſt which time, every one p2ovided themſelves accozding 
to their fate in ſuch tumultuous Times, wherein they 
daily expected the arrival of their enemies: fo2 which cauſe, 
leſt they ſhould be ſuddenly ſurpziſed, they kept in armour 
above 8000, Pen , which they had within the City - beſides 
their Camp they had without the walls, intrenched about the 
furtheſt place of the City, becauſe one ſhould not trouble the 
ther in their ſally. Which multitudes were divided in equal 
Dquad2ons and Battalions, as thep were ready 't fight ſome 
piccht battel. The day come, the Pzinceſs Perſiana iſſued fozth 
the contentedſt Lady living, ſhe was lead by the arm by 
Don Bellianis, going all on fot , becauſe they would be the 
better ſeen, with a loft pace, When they were ſeen by their 
armed troops, they all ſhouted aloud , ſaying, it is a juſt thing 
that we all ſpend our deareſt lives foz the ſafetie of. ſuch Lo2ds, 
02 impall their heads with the imperial Diadem, which they 
ſo well deſerve, and therewith diſcharged ſo many pieces of 
Qzdnance , and ſounded ſo many inſtruments of all ſo2ts, as 
it ſeemed the total ſubverſion of the univerſal wozld : in 
which manner they arrived in the Temple, where they were 
married, which done, they returned with like Triumph to the 
Palace, where the Tables being covered, they dyned, the 
Bide - and Bide⸗grom at one Table with the two Bings , 
and the thze P2incesz and at another dyned many: of their 
Hobilitie. The dinner done they danced. atcozding to their 
mannez, while the Knights, maintainers of the-jouſts entered 
the liſts. They which that dap were Challengers, were the 
Pzinces Arſilco, Contumeliano, and a Couſin of his tyither 
came a little befoze, a very valiant and couragious Knight, cal- 
led Don Floriſpiano of Suevia * who being greatly loved ok the 


Pzinces, 
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Piinces, eaſily obtained the braking ok the firlt lances, and 


fo ozdering himſelf fo2 it began the jouſts, (the Duke 
with the Princes, and all his companp, being mounted on their 


Theatre) which he perfozmed lo gallantly, that ere he loft any 
Stitrop, he unhozſed thirty Bnights; all which accozdiug to 
the ozder of thoſe jouſts hung up their ſhields, with their armes, 


ene higher than the other, as the Knight of the Golden Image 


judged his delert, ſo that many , onely to be counted valianter 


than his feltow (though they could nor vanguiſh the maintainer) 
p:eſented themſelves againſt him, that foz haſte to be befoze one 


another, they almoſt ttmbledone upon another, calling him no 


Knight that did not jouſt. 


At this time there came one unto the Duke from the City gate, 


and faid to him aloud, how there were arrived four Knights, 


that craved licence to enter, and try their koztune in that jouſt: 
foz having heard of thoſe Feſtivals, they came to joy their 


triumphs. There is no reaſon we ſhould fear any ( kaid Don Bels 


liznis,, ) aud: therefoze let them tome, fox were they Spies they 
could do little harme. The Knights: having this leave, entre; 
whole gallant ſemblance: dzew: upon themſelves all the gazers 
eyes, thꝛee of them were armed in a roſe-colour armour, garniſhed 
with many Eagles: The devices on their ſhields were all ok one 
e with black Eagles, and the other: 


faſhion, the one half 1 — 
halk black with white Eagles. The other Knight being ofa bigger 


conſtitution, was all plated in black armour, and on his shield 
was poztraiced the whele of foztune, with a Knight placed on the 
top thereof, from whence he ſeemed headlong to tumble down,, 


dagged by the hand of death with this Motto, 


Well de ſerveth ſuch a fall, 
Becoming deaths cruel thrall: 
That doth attempt ſo xaſbly.. 
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He ſxmed to be as bzave a Knight as ever was any ſen, 
(except him of the Golden Image) the Knight being within 
the Tilt-pard, appzoached where che Duke Alfixon was, and 
changing his voice, which the pꝛeſent ſtate of thoſe matters 
urged him to) pet that he might be of all heard, laid: Which 
| is the valtanteſt and chiefet Knight in this aſſembly , whoſe. 
5 | command the reft obeys Ans pet by the immoztal Gods, 3 

_ | think every one might rather judge, each of you fitter to com⸗ 
er mand than to be commanded of any. | 


+ To which wows the mighty King of Armenia replied: 

0 Why do you require it (fir Knight) whoſe gallaut pzeſence 
and liberal ſpeech, delerveth no leſs part in the domination von 
ſpeak of, than in any thing elle. 


e, | 

5 And pou may declare pour mind to any of us here, having 
„ BU neither moze no2 leſſe ſuperiozity the one than the other, being 
. I all equal in the bond of true amity. Ak it be ſo (ſaidche 
| Knight,) J then demand of you all, to aſſure me you will let us 
4 xeturn as we came unknown: (the Joufts finithed) and that you 
1 require ok us nothing againſt our wills. 

d Tye Duke Alfiron thus anſwered. Pou may jouſt when von 


— 
* 


will (fir Knight) foꝛ the aſſurauce pou demand, we grant it pau, 
although von needed not to requeſt it, being admitted within 
our gates. | 1 


It is ſo (replied the Knight) but tell me now, which is here 
the Duke Alfiron : J am he (anſwered the Dube) but wherefoze 
ask you for Hime J do enguire fes Him-( repliev.the Knight ) 
becauſe J thought ſo brave a Knight as he, and this day married, 
would have maintained the field within the lifts, againſt all 
— „ and not fit and behold the falling of acher 


y Na 


Theſe wozds fome-what moben the Duke, chat he was 
P about [ſharply to auſwer him, had not the night ob the Gold- = 
I en Image ftayed him, who 2 the Knight by the hand, — 

2 COUL- 
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tourteouſly ſaid. Pou may (fir Knight) jouſt when you pleale, 
fo J aſſure pou, you ſhall not want whereon to imploy the 
valour of pour mind, elle were it a ſhame, that the Duke ſhould 


enter the Liſts on ſuch a day, having ſo many god Bnights at 
his command. 


Zhen thall we ſe the Bounty of theſe your Knights (replied 
he in the black armour) wherenpon A take my leave, aud ſo went 
to behold the jouſts, 


All the Duke's Knights made wap, that the kour rangers 
might jouſt, which they leeing,. one of the Knights of the Ca; 
gles put himſelf againſt Floriſpiano, who reſting his Launte, 
gave one another (ſo fierce incounters, that Floriſpiano loſt his 
ſtirrops, and had fallen, but that he held by His Mozſes neck; 
and his adverſary meaſured: his length on the ground, and ſtraigh: 
his ſhield was taken from him, and demanding. his name, he 
replied, he had no other than the Knight of the Cagles. 


Don Bellianis commanded it to be tet higher than all the reft, 
which ſo inraged the Black Knight, that he would by no meaus 
ſufker the other two to jouſt: but himlelk choaking with rage, 
ran agaiuſt Floriſpiano , who with the great intounter tumble 
to the ground, bavely hivering their Launces in pieces. f 


The Black Knicht peſt furiouſly fozward . and recovered 
one ſtirrop he had loſt, and Floriſpiano was conveyed out of 
the Field, and unarmed. to: take the air, fo2 the cloſeneſs of his 
armour had almoſt choaked him; but quickly recovering him⸗ 
noching. > to the eurer un r as 1 he ne day had done 
n9 ing 7 2:9, 5 


The Printe of Phcenicia letting bimtelt againd the Black 
Knight, met both in the middle of their courſe with ſuch terri- 
ble iucounters, that the night of foztune ( fo2 ſo was he cal- 
led in che Mack armour, doubled. backward upon his Mozſe, but 
r n _ fallen, it yaa _ GY n on 
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by his hozſe neck: which went thee oz four ſteps back, inſs- 


much that every one thought he would Have fallen, but giving 
him the ſpurs made him furioufly paſſe fozward. Greatly aſts- 
niſhed were all the beholders, and eſpecially the Knight of the 
Golden Image, that demanded of his Company if any of them 
knew that night, but none could tel! what he was. 


The beautcous Perſiana talling the Knight of the Golden 
Image, ſaid to him ſoftly, that none might hear: you ſhall 


know (ſir Knight.) that it is the Pzince Perianeo of Perlia my 
'B2other, 


Js it posſible (ſaid the Knight of the Golden Image:) At is 
( replied the ) foz Jknow him, not ovlp by his incounters, but 
eſpecially by the ſpeeches: he uſed to us. Therefoze lok what 
you have to do, foy certainly he came with intent to kill our 
Duke Alfhron, 


Ve ſhall not effec his intent ſo (replied the Knight of the 
Golden Image )foz ſo many of us are not here fo2 nothing. 
And ſo turning to behold the jouſt, commanded his armour ſecretly 
to be bzought him. 


But in the mean time Don Contumeliano, and the Knight 
of Foztune wounded one another with piteous blows , that at 
laſt the Pzince of Phoenicia fell to the Earth from his Yolſe. 


The Knight of Foztune paſſed kozward, though with migh- 


ty trouble, foz in all his life time he had never received ſo 


ſtrong and fierce inconnters from any, At this time the 
Pꝛince Arſileo ready to burſt with anger, tok the biggeſt 
Launce he could find, and ſpurred againſt the Knight of Fo2- 
tune, that alſo came againſt him with incredible Fury , that 
both bꝛake their Launces in the middle of their ſhield , lo bza- 
vely that only the handles remained in their hands, making 
the reſt flp in a thouland thivers , higher than the Region of 
the air: the like they did by the ſecond : but at the third, burn⸗ 
ing in the choler that one could not overthzow the ye 

they 
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they met with Cuch vehement vigoz, Kaping themſelves ai 
their ſtirrops, and in ſuch anger {ncountrey, that the Pyince Ar. 
4ileo came to the ground over his hozſe crupper, receivingg 
monſtrous fall: and the Knight of Foztune loft both 10 
ſtirrops , and wich much ado got hold by his hozſe mane, ſtay, 
ing himſelf moſt couragiouſly, rather deſireing to dye, than to 
fall in that place. The Pꝛince Arxſileo roſe greatly aſhamed of 
bis chance befoze that company, Straight were all the ſhield 
ofthe adventurers taken away, and in their places were only 
fet thoſe of the ther challengers : fo fo commanded the 
Knight of the Golden Image, who ſ&ing him of Foztune 
remained ſole maintainer, in great haſt began to arm himſelf, 
commanding his hozle to bebzought him. 


——_— —_— 
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The end of the Jouſts. 


Vile things were thus uncertain; there entred the 
LCilt⸗pard two bzave Knights, both armed in one 
kind of white Armour; engraven with many 
Imperial crowns, whoſe godly p2efence highly 
delighted all the beholders, who coming within the 
Tilt-yard ner to the Preſence, one of them ſpur- 
rd his Courſer with ſuch gallantneſs, that arriving to the 
acaftold, where the Ladies and Pzinces were, he made his 
Þozle bend both his knees unto the ground, making him paſſe 
— like to a deadly bullet ſhot from a Cannons furious 
nout 


The other went to the Place where the Knight of the Golden 
Image was, and as ik he knew him, and were jopkull of their 
meeting, laid thus unto him. Ik pou will give us leave (fir 
knight) we will try our koztune againſt ponder night, that 
ſemeth to expect the jouſt, deüreing to ſave you the labeur of 
arming pour ſelf where we be. AJ repute it as a high favour 
worthy fir (replied: Don Bellianis)beſides every one hath liberty 
to jouſt, eſpecially your ſelf, whole courage J doubt not but will 
attempt far higher matters. The Knight humbling Himſelf 
fo2 that courteſie, ſaid. A beſeech you (fir Knight) in courteſie 
to favour me. with pour ſhield, ſeeing mine cannot defend any 
encounter. It greatly pleaſeth me (replied Don Bellianis) and 
in lieu whereof you ſhall leave me yours. 


The Knight gave him His; which was pierſt in above ten 
places, by the incounters of lances, though it was of a moſt 
fine temper 3 and taking Don Bellianis ſhield, went to the Bnight. 
of Foztune, and thus began. Yow ſhall our fight be (fir ar 
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Foztune, and thus began. Yow ſhall our fight be ( fir Knight + 
foz J have alwates ſeen the victozy known onely by the 
ſirength of arms, whereby none may be called vanquiſhed 
but by default of his own valoz, which is leldome found in 
jouſting, fo2 often thereon do Knights miſcarrie, through the 
weakneſſe of their hozſes, and not of their fozce, Welike von 
crave the Combat at my hand, ( ſaid the Knight of Fo2tune) 
and not the Jouſtingz you have underſtood me right (ſaid the 
Lnight of the Crowns ;) fo2 that is it J ſeek foz, The Knight 
of Foztune (leeing the picture on his adverſaries Hield, highs 
ly to reſemble another which he had ingraven in his heart. 
ſo greatly deſired the combat with him, that he thought long 
till he began it,) with a loud voice laid, Then ( ſir Knight )be 
our battel as you will, foz J am ready koz all things. And 
ſo taking a ſtzong Lance from his Page, with a ſharp and 
ſtrong ſtel'd Pike, came out of the Liſts into a broad Field 
thereby the like did the night of the Crowns. Wut while 
they were thus talking, the other Bnight of the Crowns deman- 
ded of the other Knights ok the Cagles, if they would bzeak 
their Launces with him. They that nothing elſe deſtrey, 
peelded thereto, anv ſo departed the one from. the other, 
beginning the gallanteſt jouſt that in all that dap was to be 
there ſen. 


Foz the Knights of the Eagles were ok that beſt within a 
great. wap of them, pet both were overchzown from their Yozz. 
ſes, foz hardly in the UWloz1d was known a better Knight foz. 
valour than he of the Crowns , whole ſeemlp bountie, was of. 
all admired. 


But at this time the two Yeroick Marriours, the Knights 
of the Crowns, and of Foztune, ſpurring their fierce Courlers 
againſt cach other, that wich their furious- noyſe. the Earth 
ſemed to tremble and ſhake under them, met like the Furie 
of two Tempeſtuous Currents, that -bzeaking though the 
Earth to run into the devouring Ocean, and their Shields 
ſtaping their Launces pierced them though , together i 

their 


The Honor of Chivalry. 169 


their Armour and Coats of Male, both reſting wounded on their 
beaſts, The pieces of their Lances mounted higher than the 
Clouds, themſelves meeting with their-Yozſes, bodies, ſhields 
and Belms in fuch manner, that both Mozſes fell down dead 
under them, and their maſters ſemed but in little beter caſe 
than they, in ſuch a trance they fell, that every one judged them 
dead. Oh tmmoztall Gods (cryed out the valiant Knight of the 
Image) what terrible Jncounters be theſe '? Dead without 
doubt are the beſt Bnights this dap living, and within Himſelf 
greatly marvelled to ſee his ſhield pierced , which till then could 
never be penetratcd with. any Jron. But this effect was 
mought by the Armour of the b2ave Knight of Foztune,againft 
whom no Cuchantment pevailed, being fozged by the Art of 
the wiſe Friſton, as hereafter ſhall be ſhewn. | 
And being about to 'defcend to ſee if the Knights were dead, 
law both riſe together; who ſeeing the ſtate wherein they were, 
moze furious than the Trgers of Hercania, came one againſt 
the other with dzawn Swozds in their hands, with whoſe flicing 
edges, they -wounded one another with their untamed Arms, 
that they fo2ced their heads to touch their knees by bending: 
and at laſt to ſtay their bodies, ſet their hands on the ground, 
and. ſo raiüng themſelves began the cruelleſt combat, and moſt 
dangerous fight, whoſe like till then the beholders never ſaw, 
Theſe Combatants were ſo enraged. againſt. one another, that 
they Gould fo refit their cutting Blades, which never befell 
them befoze, - But the couragions Knights. of Foztune „ that 
greatly haſtened the end of that fight, warding a blow of his 
have adverſary, with his ſhield, ran within him,; gave him ſo 
great a blow that he cut his Armour, with: a piece of his fleſh, 
from which wound there iſſued abundance of blood, and quickly 
ſtepping back, thzuſt at him with his [word, that; it piercedall 
his defenſive, arms ,making him ſel the point almoſt a finger 


* 
= 


within the fleſůn. 81. mech a. 

The Knight. of the Crowns f&ling - himſelf wounded, and 
leing his adverſary ſo nigh him, would not firike- him with his 
lwozd, but with one of his hands got hold ok his ſhield, and ſo 
ſtrongly pluckt him thereby, that he hay not time to ſecond any 
moze blows upon him, and letting his word hang We 
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dzew his Dagger, and therewich gave him tws ſuch Blows, that 
penetrating his Parneſs, they deeply openedhis Fleſh, that any 
other but he could no moze have kought: The Knight of Fo1- 
tune, ſ&ing his Cnemy ſo uſe him, tok his Body-overtwhart in 
h's arms with ſuch Fury , that both had like to have fallen, 
The Knight of the Crowns did the kike, and ſo ſtrongly pzeſſep 
each other, that thzough divers places they loſt much blood. In 
which manner they continued half an Your, never able te 
overthzow one another: and ſo parting aſunder , withdzew a 
while to bzeath-, but with their fight they could ſcarce ſtand on 
their feet, pet walked the beſt they might, becauſe: their wounds 
might not cloſe with cold bled, Teſt they ſhould not after end 
their fight, Who-may erp2eſs the wonder of the gazing multis 
tude to ſ& ſo fierce a fight, whoſe like none ever heard ok: am 
with that the night ſo ſuddenly came upon them, that they could 
by no means end their Combat. The Pyzinceſs Perſiana that 
very well knew her Bꝛother, laid to Don Ballianis. 


Duffer not (Dear Dir) that ſuch Knights here dye without 
cauſe : fo2 if pou do, the whole Moꝛld will blame you fo; it; be- 
fides that, our Royal Uertues will thereby be ſcandalized with 
Rep2oach, to my everlaſting Gzief, if it ſhould happen. Dan 
Bcllianis buckled on his Meim, and mounted upon his Yozſe; 
accompanied with all thoſe Kings, Pꝛinces, and Lo2ds, who 
chewed him great Honour, as in the Emperoz his Fathers Court 
he could not have greater; and together they went to the field 
in the Place where thoſe Knights were fighting, who foz all 
their Repzoach , would pzolecute their Combat, calling fo; 
Knights to end the lame: But the Knight of the Golden Image 
ſtepping in between them, thus began and laid. 

Theſe Jouſts, Renowned Knights, were began only ko; plea⸗ 
Cure; that our Knixhts might chew their valour, and not that any 
controverſie ſhould be decided in it by the uncertain end ok ſo cruel 
a battel, eſpecially between two ſo bꝛave Knights. 

Wherefoze ling the Yerotck Uercues of pour untamed 
hearts needs no farther Experience, having amply ſhewed the 
rare ſtrengths of your ſtrong bodies, leaving no time fox others 
to do the like ſince pour coming: In the behalt of this Royat 

Company 
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Company and Knightly pzeſence, and foz my own ſake J do in⸗ 
treat you to leave this Combat in the ſtate it is, pzocuring on 
neither fide the end thereof; ſince neither ſide may tolerate it. 
giving no moze Yonour, no2 adjudging no moze P2aiſes to the 
one than to the other. The Knichts being as courteous as vali- 
ant, adozned with no leſs Beauty and Bounty, than Courage and 
foztitude 3 intreating each other to anſwer, thinking that he 
which firſt replied ſhould be leſs accounted in leaving of the battel, 
which neither of chem would do, and od, anſwering never a 
Wozd: which the Knight of the Crowns ſ&ing, requeſted Don 
bellianis to ſuffer them to finiſh their Mozk. 

J map not do ſo (replyed he) and therefoze do intreat you to 
leave it; fo2 J ſhould be reputed of little wozth if my intreaties 
night not pzevail with you. The Knight ofthe Crowns requeſt- 
tdhim to and a while aſide, till he had ſpoken with his Adver- 
lary, which Don Bellianis doing, the other thus ſaid to the Knight 
of Foztune. Pou lee (Sir Knight) what great diſcourtcfie ours 
were, to diſcontent ſuch Knights, therefoze let us leave our battel 
at this time as it is, and we will end it thirty days hence, where 
jou will; J am content ſo to do(anſwered the Knight of Foztune) 
md let our meeting be in the Uallep of the thz& Fountains, which 
ls mo Piles from this City, where you ſhall find me only with 
ty Page. 

This agreed between both, the Knight of Foztune turned to 


Don Bellianis, ſaying; Remember (Sir Knight ) how againſt our 


ville, you diſturbed our Combat foz this pzeſent time, which 
makes me reſt diſcontented of you, Pou have no treaſon to ſap 
ſo (replied DonBellianis) foꝛ J have perceived what hath been done 
is to your advantage, and if pou ſo think, ſtay with us, where you 
hall have pour wounds cured to your content, and after J will an- 
wer pou as pou will. A may not ſtay (anſwered the Knight of 
Foztune) but hereafter we may meet when all this may be ſeen > 
and ſo waiting no other anſwer, mounted upon a Yo!ſe which 
Don Ecllianis pꝛeſented him, and taking His leave, went out the 
way he came. 

And here the Pifto2y ſaith, this Knight of Foztune was the 
Ualiant Pꝛince Perianeo, who having underſtod the. eſtate of 
thoſe affairs, came with intent to do by the Duke ( if he ay 

Z 2 the 
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the Jouſts) what he had done by Don Gullaneo, but [ting his 
purpole to ſhozt otherwile, went out ok the City, cauſing his 
Knights to bind his wounds ; which done, he never reſted (at⸗ 
companied with them which were his nigh Allpes) the one called 
Don Fermolel of Slſtitià, the Prince of that Jfland, and the 
other were Brothers, named Don Criſalaneo, and Don Gras 
maiis, of Thrace till he came to Perſepolis: Where (to be byief): 
we leave ont the great joy the Soldan conceived with their arri⸗ 
val. 

That ſtraight many pzepared themſelves to march fozward, 
thinking every hour a pear, till they might confront their Ene⸗ 
mies. And the general ſop of all was ſo great fo2 the arrival of 
their Pyince; that it very hardly can be ſet down, 


CHAP. XXXIvV.. 
How the Knights with the Imperial Crowns were known to he 
the Emperor Don BeVaneo, and Sabian of Trebento: and how: 
the Emperor went to the Valley of the three Fountains , to 
combat with the Prince Perianeo of Perſia, | 


ON Bellianis reſted ſomething male-content after the 
departing of the Prince Perianeo, thinking he 
had made little account ok him, and was divers 
times about to follow him, but that he remembꝛed 
he was ſozely wounded, and ſo let him go, hoping to met with 
him ere thoſe Marrs ended, gceatly commending his high 
valour, remaining greatly latisſied with the mannec ok his fight, 
having never teen any Knight that therein mo2e contented him, 
ercept the ſame that with him combated; whole admirable Cou⸗ 
rage and Dupzeme Crcellency he not a little admired; 
and going to him that was going away with his Companions, 
 faid; You ſhall-not ſo much diſcontent me, Magnanimous. 
Knight, as he did that with you - foirght ; and therekoze J earneſkly 
intreat you to tell me pour name, and to remain wich us untill 
pour mo dangerous Wounds'be very well cured, fd 


The knowing of my Name is needleſs (Sir Bnight_) foz J 
thall not any waybe Known, having never wandzed theſe- gy 
| ut 
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But ik this will pleaſe you, A well unlace my elm, upon con⸗ 


dition vou crave no moze at my hands againſt my will. 

While they were thus talking, the Pzince Arlileo, Don 
Contumeliano, Florispizno ok Suevia, and the Pꝛinceſſes Perſiana, 
and Auror?, with the Duke Alfiroa came thither, and think⸗ 
ing he would go, intreated them to ay the curing ok their 
wounds; they humbling themſelves for that high Favour , ac- 
cepted their p2offer, and he with whom the Perſian P2ince' had 
combated tk off the Helm, which he no ſ@oner did, but Don 
Bellianis and Arſileo knew him to be the Emperoꝛ Bellanco, 
their Lozd, whoſe fight lo amazed them, that they thought they 
law him in ſhadow, and not in ſubſtance, and their pꝛelent jop, 
was ſo great, that it almoſt made them diſcover themſelves. 
And the Emperoz ſeeing them fo amazed with Jop, could no 
longer ſtap himſelf, but embzacing his Don, ſaid in the Gz&k 
Language; What is the thing (Dir Knight) that hath ſo ama⸗ 
zed pou 2 Don Bellianis after his duty done, demanded of him 
in the lame Tongue, what the other Bnight was. It is (replied 


the Emperoz) Sabian of Trebento, Don unto the Duke of that 


County, who came with me out of Conſtantinople to [ek pour. 

All the reſt of: thoſe Pyinces wondzed at their acquaintance, 
inſomuch that the gallant Princeſs Perſiina, going nigher them 
ſaid, with admirable grace: Jam very glad (renowned Knights) 
and we all reff much beholding unto you, that at our intreatings 
vou would ſuffice our longing defires, in manifeſting your old 
acquaintance , and not conceal pour ſelves ir--thoſe tumultuous 
Bꝛopls: and J am right foyful that the Kinight'of the Golden 


Image hath been converſant in ſuch god Company. eſpecially o 


much reſembling pon in favour, and no leſs foz Valiant Deevs 


of Haughty Chivalry, The like ſaid many others belides her: 


foz inded the P2zince Don Bellianis ſo much favoured his Fa- 


ther, that were they both of one Age, harvly might they be di- 

{kincuiſhed the one from the other. Pet the Emperoꝛ Bellaneo 
was ſomwhat lower of ature, and bigger ſet than he, having 
his face honozed with a large beard, ſomething gray, repreſents 
ing a high Majelfical gravity, with ſo pleaſing a Conntenanee, 


as he ercelled all Knights of his age. The Pyinceſs Aurora(as 
afore is erpzeſſed,) having ſen him in the diſcovered Caſtle, 


when 
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when he combated againſt Don Gailaneo of Antioch, nigh Con- 
ſtantigople, knew him ſtreight, and he her, but ſeeing how dange⸗ 
rous it might be to diſcover him, made as- though che knew him 
not, yet thzuſting among the Company that talked about him, 
andſ&ing him alone, laid (that none could hear) J do not doubt 
but I ſhall obtain your Gzaces pardon ( moſt excellent Lov ) if 
J do not ſhew you that high Yonour and Royal entertainment, 
that your Emperious State and perſon mieriteth, being fo2ced 
thereto by this times pzelent neceſſity. The Emperoz moze 
narrowly regarding her, recalled her fozmer ſight to his remem- 
bzance, knowing her to be ſhe that had led awap her Don, and 
lovingly imbzacing her, laid, Gzeater is my entertainment by 
your kind wozds ( @upzeam Lady ) than any other effec that 
might be done by me, being ſpoken of lo abſolute a Lady. 


Then was Sabian of Trebento very lovingly received of them 
all, as if he were their general Brother. And lo with the noiſe 
of infinite muſical, and military Inſtruments, and an innumera⸗ 
ble multitude of lights, they were conducted to the Palace, where 
the Emperoz being laid on a moſt rich bed, and having his wounds 
dzeſſed, was left alone to repoſe his weary Body. 

And Den Bellianis taking Sabian of Trebento by the hand, 
bzought him to the Pall, where they were expected by theſe Pins 
ces to ſupper, with ſuch abundant ſervice, as every one may ima- 
cine: where Don Bellianis was demanded by all thoſe Lo2ds , 
what the Knights were: who ſaid they were his nigh Kinſmen, 
and that the wounded Knight was his Uncle, whoſe admired vas 
lour thep all commended. . 

Pay we not know ( ſaid the King of Armenia) what the Bt. 
of Foztune was, that with him did Combat, behaving Himſelf 
ſo gallantly therein? Me followed him hither ( ſaid Sabian of 


Trebento ) fo2 on a Bzidge ten Piles hence, jouſting with me. at 


the firſt encounter my Pozſe dyed, and after would by no means 
dzaw his ſwozd, and ſo my Companion coming to me, J tok mp 
Pages Yoaſe, and both of us followed him, till we heard he was 
come to the City. But by the way we underſtod of a Knight, 
he is Don unto the Dophy of Syconia called the Knight of the 


this Images. Is it poslible ( ſaid the Duke of Alfiron) and 


certainly 
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certainly 1 think no leſs, remembzing his woꝛds, and had J known 
it, the matter had otherwiſe pall'd. And J aſſure pou, J nothing 
wonder at what he did, koz he is the beſt Knight that ever was in 


thele Countries,therefoze it behoves us hourly to expect theSoldin's 


arrival, fo he expected nothing but his coming. 


In an ill hour may he reſolve to come ( ſaid Floriſpiano ) foz 
little ts the Harm he now can do us, In ſuch talk they a while 
were in, till it was bed-ttme, when giving each other the god 
Night, were all lighted to their Chambers. The Dake Alfiron 
and P2inceſs Perſiana lay together in a ſumptuous Bed, where 
they ſet an end to their long tozmented Love, conſummating all 
that Night to their great pleaſures, though not well content, re⸗ 
membzing within what ſhozt Time they were to be beſieged 
with lo puiſſant an Yolt as the Soldan had aſſembled in Perſepolis. 


The valiant Knight of the Golden Image, after they were 


all gone to Bed, went to viſit the Watch and Centinels of the 
Ctty, as his ule was to do every Night, and tok with him the 
Pꝛince Arſileo and Sabian of Trevento 3 that by the way told 
him, how ffom Conſtantinople a great Navy of Ships, with many 
wo2thy Knights beſides the Cmpero2, with whom alſo came out 
his Bꝛothers, Don Clarineo of Spain, and Don Lacidamore of 
Theſſaly, being firſt Anighted by their Father, all which Coms 
me had taken their way akterr him, to the Kingdom of Anti- 
OC * 

But the Emperoꝛ and my ſelf landing by the way in an Illand, 
at our return to the ſhoze found no Dhip, being carried away 


by a ſudden ſtozm that aroſe, and ſo we ſtaped there: Ending 


ſome adventures till we departed thence, and arriving in this 
Countrep, came to this City in queſt of the Knight ok Foztune. 


Know.yor not ( ſaid Don Belliaais) what became of the Ships, 
03 were they all ſunk in the Tempeſt + We could learn nothing 
of them ( ſaid-he ) but our better hope is, they are not all loft. 
What number of Douldiers bzought they (demanded Don Bel- 
lianis 2) they bzought ( replyed Sabiano) about 200000. fight- 
ug Pen, both well appointed, and the Choiſeſt of all the Em⸗ 
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ire. In this conference they ſpent the better two parts cf the 
Night, that at length they returned to the Palace , and went to 
vilit the Cmpero2 , with whom they ſtaped till it was mozning, 
| never fatiſfping Himſelf with asking what had befalley 
them in that Bingdom. The Pzinte Don Bellianis diſcourſey 
unto him every thing at large, telling him that he greatly 
wond2ed that he had taken on him ſo great toyl, as to come to 
lk him. 

To diſcharge the Debt J was in ( replied the Cmperoz ) foz 
the ſuccour A received at the unknown Caſtle. both of you, aud 
of your Couſin ; for our manner (as you know) is to make ſatil⸗ 
faction in the lame kind. And pet your Duty was not to go as 
wap, not making your ſelves known. But letting it paſs, what 
was the reaſon you did o: We could do no otherwiſe (replped 
Arſileo) having pꝛomiſed ſo to do. 

They had thus chatted till the next Pozrow if the Emperoz 
had not ſent.them to Bed: Which they did, lying in that Cham 
ber, and ſlept till the Sun had the following mozning d2yed up 
the cold Dew on the moiſt Earth. Andriſing out of their Beds 
made them ready, and went all together into the Field, where 
the Jouſts were kept, whoſe P2ize the god Knight Sabian of Tre⸗ 
bento obtained, with immoztall Yonour by his bꝛave deeds, 

In this manner reſted. they a Ponth unmoleſted of any, by 
reaſon of the Boyſterous cold Winter , which kept the Soldan 
from encamping the Yoſt. In which time the Pzince Don 
Bellianis, though he greatly delighted in the Emperoꝛ his Fathers 
P?elence , whory en the reſt called the Knight of the Crowns, 
ſuſtained ſuch griebous pasſions and tozments of woe fo? the 
Abſence ok his dear Lady, that he often ſwouned to the Death 
nothing with him pzevailing the conlolating wozds of his Dam 
Ws, no2 the Pzincels Aurora, to whom he made known his | wh 
griek. 7” 

But every day grew wo2ſe and wozſe, which the Emperoz his 
Father ſeeing (armed himſelf upon a day, though he could hardly 
do it) being not altogether well, walked with him out of the City, 
and enquired of him very earneſtly the cauſe of his Pelancholick 
Criefs, charging him not to conceal it by any means. | 
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The Pince Don Bcllianis told him, he knew not whence 
pocteded his grief, but that be felt extream anguiſh ok mind, 
but could not tell the cauſe thereof. The Emperoz perceiving 
ſome love⸗paſlion tozmented him, having many times ſeen him 
ſigh without any cauſe, overpaſt that talk, and ſaid. Tell me 
whereabouts is the Uallep of the thz& Fountains, koz J niuſt 
needs go thither. It is ſome thzes miles hence ( ſaid Don Bel- 
lianis ) whither we may make an eaſie walk, Mhereupon the 
Emperoꝛ toka Lance from his Sons Dwarf, aud ſending him 
my his own Page back to the City, they went toward the 

The Pzince demanded of his Father why he went thither 2 
Pou ſhall know, ſaid he, A have ingaged mp ſelf to the combat 


there, wich the Perſian Pzince this day, and J am determined 


to meet him there alone, without any company, foz ſo we agrev, 
and therefoze here we mult part, koz we muſt not gs together. 
Don Bellianis grieved that the Emperoz Had undertaken ſo 
dangerous a fight, and the moze becauſe he might not go to ald 
him if any ſiniſter chance ſhould befal. W 

But - ſeming to fear nothing, ſaid; J will obey pour com⸗ 
mand (dear Lozd ) ſeeing you will have it ſo, and will return 
unto the City, and ercuſe you till you come back. And ſo 
hew'd him the valley, and departed ſomething better ſatisfiev 
to ſ& what little account the Emperoz made of the Battel; yet 
hereſolved to fruſtrate it, as hereafcer ſhall be hon. 

But here we leave them, till we have ſet down the. matter 
contained in the enſuing Chapter, which greatly availeth this 
| CHAP, XXXV. 


Who the Sage F riflon was, and what he did that the Battel 


between thoſe Princes might not be effected. 


N the Kingdom of Perſia, where then all thoſe Knights 

were, dwelt a wiſe man, which was he that wzit this 
- great Piſtozy, called Friſton, whoſe equal in the Magick 
Art, the Wozld contained not, ercelling therein all thoſe 


dk his time: fo2 they pꝛocured to learn of him. This Rare Wa- 


A a gician 
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gician was ſo great a friend to the Perſian Pzince Perianeo, 
that all his labour and ſtudy was to no other effec, but foy the 


god Ducceſs of his Affairs „ conſuming the greateſt part * 
of his time to that end. Foz which purpoſe, he Had given him b 
a moſt Excellent, Mich, and well tempered Dword, that the like b 


was not within the Tarthly Continent , except that of Don 
Bellianis, Which befoze times appertained to that Ualouroug 
Knight Jaſon , the which that excellent Cnchantreſs Medea 
had given him, when they enjoyed their loves, which the fozxed 
under the Conſtellation and P2edominance of ſuch Planets, 
that no Enchantment might againſt it pꝛevail. 
This Sword pꝛocured the Sage Friftone fo2 the uſe of the 
Pꝛince Perianeo, but he never could obtain it, becauſe Medez 
py her Pꝛophecies had bequeathed it to the ſucceſſive Yeirs of 
rhe Poule of Greece, placing it where Don Bellianis won it, 
by means of che Sage Bellona. But this wife Friſtone being in 
the deſert of death, where he made His Pabitation, he there 
calling to mind the Perfran Prince, tame to know, that toy all 
his Malsur was ſo excellent, and very few that might equal hin 
in Krengch , be notwithenving might incur wondzons dan⸗ 
ger. And refting about with his Art to know the end of the 
- batcel, the Almighty God would not ſuffer him to find ont the 
keeccefs thereof , reſerving to his Divine Pajeſty the know 
Ledge bf the event of all things, which to none others might de 
,Permiteep , "and the nope. ye! dernde to know ie, the furzhe 
he wuns ktom ke. Which ching lo confounded him in 8 
nation, that he could. not think what it might be. Wh 
he reſolved by all means to diſturb the fight, judging that al⸗ 
terward the Perſian Minte might better revenge himſelf up⸗ 
on the Duke Alfiron, foz the injury he had done his. Father, I «4, 
28 therefvze Devilev, what you Hall knom in the next 
apter. ; FER 1 * 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 

What Don Belianis did, being gone from the Emperor , and 
how he combated with the Perſian Prince, and were parted 
by the means of the Sage Friſton: and how the Souldans Hoſt 
beſieged the City of Bolera. 


ON Bellianis being departed from the Emperour his 
Father, ſo ſpurred his Yozſe, that quickly he returns. 
ed to the City, wherein he entred very qutet, chew⸗ 
ing no manner of alteration , but telling every one, 
that by the way inquired of him foz the Knight of the 
Crowns, that he ſkaped not far thence kor Sabian of Treben- 
to his companion. Me entted the Palace, and meeting with 
Fabian, he requeſted him to lend him his Armour to ſupply His 
pelent need. Map not A accompany you (ſaid hes) No (re⸗ 
plyed Don Bellianis ) beſides, J will pꝛeſently return. Mhere 
leff vou my Lo2d the @mpero2 ( demanded he 2 ) Mard bp ( re- 
piped the Prince) taping koz me. 'Which laiv, he bucklev on 
ians Armour, which nothing vifferev from his Fathers: ant 
motrriting a Yozfe-back; he tak his way to the Ualley of the 
thee Fountains, to meet with the Perſ an Pzince, and coming 
Bur ck Plain, he-eſpyed the Emperoz lping under a Tre. 
m 


taking another way, ffayev at & plac though which the 
knight muſt of necefficy paſs, if he came; whole coming be 
attended, walking on his Yozſe ; and revolved wirh:himfetf 
what he had to do, and remembzing chat Knight loved his Las 
dy he thought therein he Kod viſgrated, which ſo moved. his 
defire- to Encounter him, that he judged himſelf ſo untozcu- 
nate, that the kaid Printe would rather break his pzomile than 
come, Mherein he was greatly detetwed, -fo2 he rather would 
indure a thouland deaths, than to falliffe his ingaged word. *! Fbz 
the day befoze' he matched krom Pefſepolis, with all his Traps; 
containing above 'thze hundzed thonland Yorſemen: befives 
Fotmen,that covered all the Pountains c Plains they paſſeuby 3 
and he fo let kozeh with! the manner of his March, that une 
confd-\cape to advertise his 'Avverſaries chereok 1 ow whom he 
arrived with fuch -a-fudden fury, hy had not deen my it 
8 a 2 thep 
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they had taken the City at their firlt aſſault, but that thoſe va⸗ 
liant nights were within, whoſe ſtrength ſupplyed the want 
of a competent Armp to reſiſt their Foes; and iſſuing fo2thin 
the Cities defence, began ſo fierce and blody a Battel as ever 
was leen. 

The Pꝛinces Arlileo, Contumeliano, and the Kings of Ar. 
menia, with the Duke Altron, went out of the City into their 
Camps, through a ſecret Do2, accompanied with all the reit 
ok the chiekeſt Knights, which they found in lome danger by 
the adverſe multitudes with whole coming on all ſides they 
began ſuch a cruel maſſacring of their men, that within a while, 
the Carth was died with Humane blood, and covered wich dead 
bodies, ſlain by their furious Arms; which the Pꝛince Peria, 
neo ſeœing, thought he could have no better occaſion to depart 
ſecretly to the Walley of the there Fountains, where he knew 


the Knight of the Crowns expected him to end their fozmer 


quarrel, and that he might the better paſs unknown, he had 
put on a Danguine Armour, without any device on his ſhield; 
in which manner he went till he came to the place where-Don 
Bellianis taped, whom he thought did then but come, ſeeing him 
walk about, and very glad, crped out, he ſhould there ſtay, foz it 
was a place convenient fo; their Combat. | 

Don Bellianis turning about, and ſ&ing him \o altered in his 
Armour, knew him not, (but that He thus ſaid) Jam the Knight 
that hath eſtabliſhed this combat with vou this day: foz which 
we are now in a god place, where none ſhall diſturb us. Pon 
come ſd dilguiled ( replied Don Bellianis) that J knew you 
not. But J am right glad we are ſo well met, to end our com⸗ 
menced enterp2ize. But firſt tell me ( ſaid the Perſian Pꝛince) 
ſince one, oz both ok us ſhall here remain, what you are „ and 
bow you are called 2 and J p2omiſe to do the like. It doth not 
pleaſe me ( replied the valiant Pzince Don Bellianis) fo2 J 
well-know pou are the Renowned Perianco Pzince of Perſia. 
Then if not ſo ( anſwered the Perſian Pzince ) ſatisſie me with 
knowing the cauſe why you bear Poztraped the Picture of that 


Divine Lady in your Shield? It is the ſhadow ( replied Don 
Bcllianis Y ok the Celeſtial Subſtance, that Imperates my Heart 
and Soul, and therefoze do A continually bear it with me. Oh 


uu- 
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unhappy Knight, ſhall any in the wozld dare to ſay any ſuch 
thing in thy pzeſence - and with a fiery choler that gnaw'd his 
Heart, he turn'd his Yozſe to take his full carer in the field: 
The like did Don Bellianis, meeting iu the middle of his courle 
with ſuch admirable fozce and lightneſs, that they ſeemed moze 
to fly, than on the ground to run. Oh who would not have de⸗ 
ſired to le this fight betwirt the flower of the Wozlds Chival⸗ 
ry, here oppoſed one againſt the other? Foz the P2ince P-ria- 
neo had not his like on the Univerſe, except Don Bellianis and 
his Father; and pet his Father had Pzinces, his Bꝛothers, 
though they were Knighted, had not uſed their Arms, But to 
return to our kozmer diſcourſe, | | 

The two Combatants encountred each other, with ſuch im⸗ 
petuous and luddain ſtrength, that their Lances being big and 
knotty, and their Fozces without compare: All their defenſive 
Armour was pierced, and their Lances paſt between their left 


ſides and arms, and meeting body with body , ſhields and 
Helms together made ſo Yuge a noiſe, as if two Towers had 
met. Don, Bellianis loſt his ſtirrops: but the P2ince Perianeo 


if he had not quickly got hold by his Mozſes neck, he had ſurely 
gone to the ground, making many figns ok falling; vet gover- 
ned with implacable Rage, Me b2avely - recovered his ſtirrops, 


turning toward Don Bellianis, that alſo made againſt him, and 


regreeting one another with ſuch rigozous blows, that all the 


Ualley did reſound with the noiſe, ſo cruel were they; and 


where their \ſwo2ds lighted , from thence it carried Armour 
and fleſh 3 and laid ſo faſt upon one another, that they had no 
time to ward any blow with their ſhields. In this manner la⸗ 
boured they above four hours, being lo wounded, that it would 
have made any Adamantine bzeaſt to pity them; and not 
ſpeaking any woꝛd, withdzew apart to bꝛeath. 

The Pzince Perianco thus with himſelf began: Js it pol⸗ 


ſible that the envious ſtars that governed the fatal hour of my 


birth, ſhould. make me thus unhappy, to hear a Knight in my 
pꝛeſence ſay he loves thy Lady, and that thou art not able to ſa- 
tisfie that pꝛoud fault, with the deareſt blod of his ſtout heart, 
but ſuffer him. to bzing thee to ſuch a point, as to wich the piti⸗ 
Teſs ſtroke. of an impartial cruel death; and this Knight is in- 


chanted. 
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, Chanted, 0x J am deceived if his fozces be not now far greater 
than the other time AJ tryed them; and neither toil noz labour 
doth diminiſh them. But oh imperious Governeſs of my aff{i- 
ed foul e what is he ſhall tell thee, that this thy Knight dieth, 
confeſſing the immoveable faith he owes ther, having left no hope 
evermoze to ſ& the glozious ſplendoz of thy divine beauty. But 
vet the revolving Heavens diſpoſe the reſolution of my deſtined 
kate as they pleaſe 3 pet one of us ere we dye, ſhall confeſs the 
other worthy of thy ſervice. Dn the otherſide- Don -Bellianis 
walking, and conſidering with himſelf the valour of his Avverſa- 
ry, imagining he never felt crueller blows (but of his Father) 
and that his fozces moze- and moze increaſed , and reco2ding 
the cauſe of his fight, thus of himſelf complained, Dh Don Bel. 
Ranis, unwozthy to be called Knight and Lover of fo Divine a 
Pzincels, ta lulfer another Knight thus to let thee blod, and 
not to male his tributary life vo homage to thy ſws2d, where- 
by thou Halt loſt both the Yonour and title of a Knight, unleſs 
thou recovereſt it by making his deaths paſſage through his 
like. With the end of which wozds, he became fo inraged, that 
dis Heart feemed'to: burn in the fiery coles of his ireful bzef, 
and ſo retoubled'his moſt furious courage, that if there had ben 
four ſuch} Knights as the Perlian Pzinte befoze him, he would 
in ſhozt time reduce them all to the mercy of his mottal blade. 
With: which betwixrt both Vands he went againſt his Love- 
ctolling Avverſary, which did the like alſo, and raiſing his 
Medean (wozd: aloft,” to deſcend it with a mo2e fury, there ap- 
peared deſfdze him a Lavy altogether like to Per, whole Pis 
ure hach' with cruel poke ſiibjugated' his commanding Þeart, | Ho 
which laid unto him. What do you here (renowned Pzince 
of. Greece) know pon not pour lobe that is toward me, cannot 4 
take any effect, it firſt pou free me not from this danger 
- And therewith he thought he ſaw four monſtrous Gyants, 
like a YWhirle- wind ſnatcht her away, and that one dꝛagged 
her Amber⸗guilded hair with ſuch barbarous' ſavagenefs, that 
his unconquered Meart reſolved to tiquid-blod at the cruel, pet 
a pitiful ſight 2 and mozeover another following them, cryed out, 
let me alone with that vile w2etch,fo2 ſhe muſt dye by mp Hand. 
Which that valiant Pꝛiuce Don Bellianis fing, not refped- 
Cie | b ing 
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ing the fight, purſued the illuſion which he ſaw, which tok the 
way down the Uallep. Mereupon his fine Armour with the de- 
vile of the Imperial Crowns, loſt their Yew, becoming like 
thole that the Pzince Pcrianco did wear at the Joulfs in 
Bollera, | 

The Perſian Prince, that nothing of that had ſeen, thinking 
his Adverſary Had left the Battel foy ſome other reaſon, be- 
gan to follow him, but ſuddenly his Reins were taken out of 
his Hands, and loking about to ſe who ſhould do ſo, ſaw befo2e 
him 2 deareſt friend he had, the @age Friſton, who thus laid 
unto him. 

What is the matter (dear Pꝛince of Perſia ) that pou follow 


whom you know not, noz whether it be pour advantage ſo to 


do: Take my counſel, return to Bollexa, foz J have laid ſuch 
a ſnare foz him, that you ſhall be fully revenged on pour Ene⸗ 


mies, aud therefoze follow not that Knight, Do this ſaid, he 


vaniſhed away. 
The Perſian P2ince was greatly amazed hereat, and ſo great 


was his Pate againft the valiant Knighe of the Imperial 


Crowns, that he was about to follow him: pet notwithſtand⸗ 
ing, reſolving the contrary , returned to his Fathers Camp, 
where arriving, he found the battel ſtill to endure very fierce, 
into which he thault himſelf, to help his men. Where we leave 


him, till we have expzeſt what happened to Don Bellianis, purſu- 


ing thoſe Inchantments. 


CHAP. XXXVII 


How Don Bellianis ſollowing the Sage Friſtone ' Inchantments, 


combated with the Emperor bis Father in the Valley of the 


wiſe Bellona to end a certain Inchantments 


We Prince Dom Bellianis, ag is faid, purſued thoſe Giants, 
14 8 carried pꝛiſoner the Ptinceſs Florisbella, 
in which purſuit he had remained inchanted N 
had it not been ko; his word, vet wers he by him decei ed, ſfem- 


three Fountains : and how Den Brlianis was led away by the 


ing otherwiſe than he was, which was all the Bagifigns ound 
dd, -' And going along) he eſpied a'Kitight, armed. 


thought 
m 


\ 
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in the Perſian Princes Armour, with whom he not long befoze 
fought. And ſo ſon as they app2oached together, all thoſe 
Inchantments vaniſhed away + whereat like one amazed, was 
kened out of ſome dzeam, ſtod Kill. But the Knight that came 
up the Valley was his Father, who had by Friſton's device his 
Armour changed. Foz that of Don Bellianis ſeemed like the 
Knights of Foztune 3 and the Emperozs nothing differed from 
the lame. Uhoſeing him come in haſte, and without a Lance, 
left his own, and_dzawing- fozth his ſwozd, went to meet him 
with it raiſed aloft. Don Bellianis doing the like; there began 
between them the cruelleſt fight that all that day was fought, 
making their Meads bow to the Saddle⸗pummel with their 
terrible ſtrokes, ſo faſf redoubling blow upon blow, that thep 
{truck fire out of their Armour, and made them often loſe the 
ſight of one another, | 
Don Bellianis ſcing the cutting @wozd deſcend with ſuch 
fury, ſpurred his Yozſe fozward, and cloſing with him ere he 
could diſcharge his blow, tok him 'twixt his ſtrong arms, and 
lifting: Him out of his Saddle, ſhaking the Stirrops from his 
own feet. he leapt with him on the ground, where he opened 
both Armour and fleſh with one mighty blow; But overcome 
with rage, both at one time raiſed their fliceing Swords, which 
falling with ſuch ſtrength, the Emperoz had the Buckler of his 
Pelm cut, which fell on the Earth, and his ſwozd deſcending on 
his left arm, it made there a grievous wound: But Don Belli- 
anis was ſo overladen with the Emperozs blow, that he was 
fo:ced to ſet both nes and Yands on the ground, and the Em⸗ 
pero2 leeing himſelf without the Helm, truck his adverſary ſo 
fuddenly again, with ſuch fury, that he lozely wounded. him on 
the left ſhoulder, and the wozd ran three Yandfuls into the 
earth. But Don Bellianis never loſing any ſpark of his admi⸗ 
rable courage at any ſiniſter accident, raiſed himſelf upon his 
feet, and turned upon the Emperoz ere he had time to dꝛaw his 
lwoꝛd from the ground. At this inſtant was the Emperogs like 
in wondzous danger, being without Shield and Helm, and not 
able ta recover hig lwozd lo ſon ag he ſhould. And Don Bellia- 
nis being on fot with His-ſwow raiſed wich both Bands, and rea» me 
dy to dilchaͤrge it, did ſuddenly know him, and wirh the greateſt Þ de! 
wonder that ever befoze he was in, cryed our. Oh ble 
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Oh Almighty God, in whom ] believe, is it poſſible my hands 
hould commit ſo hainous treachery ? And there with ſtaid his, 
hand. ä | 
The Emperoꝛ hearing theſe wozds, ſaid ; Know pou me Dir 
night? 02 what is the reaſon you end not your fight? wheres 
unto Don Bellianis replyed. J do moſt humbly beleech pon my 
dear L0zd and Cmperoz, even by that Lo2d that hath permit⸗ 
ted we ſhould not die by ſo great deceits, that you omit! and 
pardon this my erroz, wherein Jam guilcy of no fault commits 
ted againſt pou, And having ſaid ſo, unlaced his Helm, whereat 
the Emperoz ſtraight knew him, which ſtruck him into lo 
great an anguiſh to ſ& his dear Don \o cruelly wounded by his 
hands, that he was fain to fit him down, not being able to ſtand 
on his legs, loking like a man ready to bzeath his laſt. 

Don Bellianis thinking his wounds were the cauſe of it, late 
himſelf down , lamenting that unhappy chance, loſing their 
Hod ſo faſt, that it made two Channels, as if they p2oceeded 
from two riſing ſpzings, and overtaken by the darkſom night, 
were put into ſo great fear, that they veſpaired of remedy. 
Eſpecially. Don B:lianis doubting thereby his Fathers life, 
who ber the ſudden amazement moze troubled him than 
the danger of his wounds, quickly recovered himlelf, and im⸗ 
Racing the Pꝛince his Son, ſaid: 5 
O dear Son! cell me J pꝛap pou, why came you armed in 
the Armour ok the night ok Foztune e did he peradventure die 
by pour hands: o) how is it : fo; J cannot expꝛels the altera- 
tion J luffer till J know it. 

J wear the Arms of Sabian of Trebento, and: no others: foz 
thoſe of the Perlian P2ince pour ſelf wears. I have not chang- 
ed mine, ſaid the Emperoz. But tell me what hath befallen 
vou ſince pou law me, foz ſurely we have bien wonderoully 

Don Bellianis told it him. Mhereupon the Emperoz ſpake; 
Durelp we have been inchanted, and pet cannot tell by what 
means; but this is the ſtrangeſt caſe X cver heard of, that vech 
ſhould ſeem to wear one kind ok Armour, aud not perceive it. It 
may be, that Lady chat cryed to pon fo2 help was the that ſo 
deceiy'd us. Put let's depart from Hence, koz we lole much 
blod, W b When 


ey 
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When they: were upon going, they eſpy'y coming toward 
them an ancient Patron conducted. by four monſtrous Gpants 
defoze them carried a Pillar of fire, which lighted them their 
way; they came in ſuch haſte, that ere they could rile ſhe was 

them, whom p2eſently the Gyants tok from her Palfrey, 
d kn&ling befoze the Cmperoz, ſhe required his Royal hands 
ts kifs them. The Emperoz tak her up, and ſhe unmasking her 
felf was fon known of Don Bellianis to be the ſage Bellona, hig 
dear friend whereat conceiving as much pleaſure as befvze 
diſpleaſure , and accounting his danger none, imbzacing her, 
ſaid : What hap bzought you hither (mp god friend ) at luch a 
time, which is not without ſome ſpecial cauſe, The great love 
I bear. to pou, and the Cmperoz your Father ( rep!yev ſhe) it 
the cauſe thereof. | 
But you incur great peril thzough pour wounds; eat this that 
J will give pot, fo2 with the like medicine pou were befoze 
cured: they did ſo, and were therewith pzeſently well, as if they 
had no hurt at all, and their Armour returned unto their foz- 
mer colour and devices. The Emperoz embzacing her, ſaid, 
Foz Gods ſake ( Lady.) tell me this adventure, foz it doth mae 
amaze me than any thing in my life. J will (replped ſhe;) any 
hardly ſhall you know it of any but me. Pou well remember 


the combate pou agreed with the Perſian Pzince: now knom 


he had to his friend a great Pagician, in that art the skilfulleſt 


in all the wozld; this man knowing the great danger his friend 


ſhould paſs with che Pzince vour Son, did ozdain alt which 
you have ſeen, changing both pour Armours that pou might flay 


one another, each of you thinking you fought with the vatourong- 
Pzince Perianeo: And truſt me, his deſire had taken effect, had 
it not been fo Don Bellianis Cwozd; which fo2 that purpoſe the 


wiſe Medea, many years befoze kept in the Cave where. Don 
Bellianis won it, being the man ſhe wiſhed might have it, al⸗ 
ways deſiring to benefit the houſe of Greece, as often hereto⸗ 
foze ſhe hath done. Foy lo it was wzitten, where pour Don 
found the Dwozd, if he doch remember the wozds. A do very 


— remember them ( replyed Don Bellianis ) foz thus. they 
aid: f | 
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This Propheſie is mentioned in #he ſecond Chapter, and here 
|  enplained with check. | 


That with this Sword the living ſhould be loſt, and the dead in 

poſſeſſion of the recovered, and they reſtored to their Royal 
blood, with knowledge of their pofſcffors. You ſee now-how it 
hath come to pals : and moreover they ſaid, this ſhould be. 


At the ſame time when the fierceneſs of che cottrac{ons 
Lyons, which are pou two, by the greatneſs of his skill, which 
is that of the wiſe man, called Friſtone, that in knowledge 
equals her, becanſe he hath all her boks, ſhould be put in greater 
fear, ( but this knew not he, fo2 he did not look whether the 
Dwo2d were won, £2 no, 02 if the valonrous P2ince pour Yon 
did wear it) Then the living which were loſt (that are you two, 
that being living were loft, by the alteration of pour Armour; 
and ſuppoſing you already dead, it would have hapned, if the 
fight hab been ended with the blow of this word that cut the 
Laces of your Helm) were put in pofleſſion of pour recovered 
ſelves, being reſtozed to pour royal blovs (which was at the 
point to Have been loſt.) And the true poſſeſiozs known (which 
are both yon) taking one another fo the Perſian Pꝛince. 
ow J hope yon underſtand the Adventure you have paff, 
which not without cauſe you account ſtrange. Greatly won- 
med the Knights at the Ladies wozds , who again ſaid. Rut 
foz another cauſe hath my coming been, which is to have with 
me the Pzince Don Bellianis pour dear Don, whom J muf 
2 uſe in a dear imploy, which no leſs concerns him than 

is like. 

Take us both with you (ſaid the Emperoz.) J would willing- 
Iv do it (replped ſhe ) but that the Duke Alhron greatly ntedeth 


pour help, and therefoze it is no reaſon to leave him alone, pour 


Son {Fall quickly return again. And here do as J counſel pou, 
foz J well knew this would happen, which made me wzite 


unto you, that you would by no means depart from the City of 
Conſtantinople, but you would do it, and it had not been much 


if you had loſt pour life. J will not go againſt your cornſel (re⸗ 
plyed the Emperoz) but tell and" Don ſhall quickly * 
2 Be 
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Me ſhall ( ſaid ſhe ) and therefsze go ts the City as ſon as you 
tan; and ſo making Don BeYianis mount on ho2ſe-back , who 
had taking the Emperoꝛs bleſſing, who with many tears did 
give it him, departed as ſwift as the wind, leaving the Empe⸗ 
roz ſo buſied with imaginations , whither his Don might be 


carried that he knew not what to reſolve himſelf, 


CHAP, XXXVIII. 
How the Emperor returned to the City of Bolera, and what 
hapned to him in the Soldan's Camp, before he entred into 
the City. 


1 e Emperoz remembzing the Sages wo2ds , tok his 
| _ Lance and mounted on hozſe-back, appꝛoaching the Ci⸗ 
tp ok Bollera almoſt by bzeak of day, which he found hes 
ſet with ſuch multitudes, that he wondzed at their ſo ſudden at⸗ 
rival; and not knowing on which ſide the Duke lap intrenched, 
becauſe the City was beſieged round, he ruſhed among thoſe 
Tents as if he had been. one of the Centinels, and ſo went till 
he came unto a great Pavilion, which he thought to be-the 
General of thoſe Troops, and loking into it, he ſaw many Bnights 
talking with another that lap in his bed, whom he judged ac; 
co2ding to this manner and condition, to be the Sophy, and hard 
by him he eſpyed armed without his helm the Pzince of Perfy, 
that had been cured after the ſame manner that he was, their 
conference was, that it would be god to give another aſſaylt to 
the City, if it were but to affright them within, it would not 
be amiſe. And the Emperoz being buſie in hearkning to this, 
there came unto him a Knight that was Collonel of that Court of 
Guard, and laid: What do you here, you are not in pour quar- 
ters? J was walking about ( faid the Emperoz) and ſtap'd to 
lok upon this Tent, Aud therekoze ſhall pou go to pꝛiſon ( re- 
plyed the other) ſeeing you have no moze care. The Tmpero; 
ſaid, let us go whither 101 will. Yereupon tle Collonel turn⸗ 
ed to four Knights,and charged them to convey that Buight to his 
Tent, _ Which they going to do, the Cmperoz ſozcly wounded, 
dverthzew them one after another to the ground with his 
Tance, and about to da the like to the Collonel, he thzuſt him⸗ 
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ſelf among the Tents, calling fog help. But the Emperoz that 
hereat-became furious, reached his Lance at the Soldan(that lap in 


bed) with ſuch foꝛce, raiſing himſelf on his ſtirrops, which if it hab 


gone ſtraight he had no moze need to make Mar; yet it miſſed 
him lo little, that the Lance pafs'd betwirt his arm and his ſide, 


ind tan through all the bedding, nailing it above a handkul in 


the grougd, Which the Bnights ſeing that were talking with 
him, gathered about him, thinking he had bien lain, and ſome 
went one to ſee what he was that had been lo hardy to do ſuch 
a d&d : amonglk whom was the Pztnce Perianco. 

But the Emperoꝛ thinking it no wildom to oppoſe-himſelf 
aga.nit \s maup, cloſely thzuſt among thoſe Knights that were 
come thither and lo pals'd till he came to the farcher five of the 
Camp, at ſuch time that the Hun began to appear, and fearing 
that ſome might met him and know him, and (o kruſtrate his in- 


tent, he ruſhed wich great violence upon the Guard on that ſide, 


and mangre their fozce, he paſſed through the midſt ok them, 
leaving abqve twenty piteoully wounded, on the Carth. And 
at length arrived in his own Camp „where being ſtraighe 
known, was with great gladneſs received, and ſo eatred the 
City, where the Duke and all the reſt; joyfully welcomed him; 
and being asked for the valiant night of the Golden Image, 
He replyed, he departed from him at the Uallep of the thier 
Fountains, and would quickly return. | 

Do leaving them, be went to reſt himſelf, fox he greatly 
needed it. The Paince P-rianco being come fozth of the Teut, 
fcartug his Father had been flain, enquiring foz him that had 
done it, came to the place where the Cmpero2 had made ihe 
farglte:, there he found ſome dead, ſome grievouflp wounded, 
lome Fardly could live long, and demanded who had lo wound: 3 
them; they rep!yed they knew not, ſave that a. diveliſh Knight 
clad in Armour, bea: ing certain Crowns upon his ſhield, pad 
done thoſe wonders, and in delpight of us all hath entred the 
City of Boll. ra, | 

Ey this the Pzince krew the Enight that would have flain 


his Father, was he with whom be did cembate, though he much 


doubted, it, becauſe his dear friend the wile Friſton had told 
him, he would let him in a place where he could e boch 
NT ICnour 
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Honour and life: pet diſtontented and amazed, he turnen to 
the Tent, where he found the Soldan up, whereat he 
rejopted, and with no little gladnels, demanded hom he (felt 
Himſelf, and whether the Lance had done him any harm? None 
(replped the Soldan) but what J conceived with fear ok death; 
and J aſſuredly think that was the Bnight of the Golden 
Image, koz none elſe could have the heart to do it. So great is 
the bounty of this Knight (replyed the P2ince) that none might 
do it but he. In theſe woꝛds pou thall fee it ( anſwered the Sol- 


dan) foz he that doth not ſ& his devs will hardly believe them 


mp ſelf having ſeen him perkozm ſo Maughty Acts of Chivalry, 
elſe none ſhould perſwade me that any humane creature could 
atchieve them: Foz he being wounded, flew the hozrible Dja- 
gon of the Ryphean Deſart, and the King of Cyprus aſſuring 
vou that when he entred with him in the Lifts, the blod iſuey 
*twirt the joynts of his Armour from his old wounds: Me allo 
diſcovered the adventure of the Deſpair of Love, with many 
other things which of him pou have heard. A long to try (reply- 
ed the Pzince) how far his valour voth extend. Foz J know not 
whether it be a Knight that vid diſturb me from ending acer- 
tain Combate, and if it be he, Ado pꝛoteſt to pzocure all means 


till J meet with him. 


Do you know him: (ſaid the Soldan ) Ves (replyed the Pzince) 
koꝛ peſterdap J did combate with him in the Uallep of the thi& 
-Fountains, But how did you with him? ( ſaid the Soldan) Py 
friend the Sage Friltoa did part us, anſwered Perianco. Jy 
luch like continued they till the enſuing mozrow, advertiſing 
the whole Camp to be in readineſs againſt the next aſſault. 

The Duke Altiron and the Kings, ſeeing the Knight of the 
Golden Image come not, they altogether very ſozrouf..l'y in- 
treated the Emperoꝛ to take the general charge over them all: 
which he did, though unwillingly. And having heard his Cnc 
mies intent, taking with him the Pzince Arfileo, and Sabian 
ok Trebento, he muſtred all his men, dividing them into five 
fquadzong. The firft he committed to the leading of the Phce- 
nician Pzince, and with him his valiant Couſin Floriſpiano, 
with two thouſand well appointed Knights, The ſecond he 
committed to the Duke of Aliron, with all his men which 


were 
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were as many. The third led the Kings ok Armenia aun Teil- 


favty. The fourth conducted Sabian of Trebento. And che üfch 
governed a Bother ok the Dukes called. Sallatel of the valley, 


and fo2 himſelf he would have none, The Minte Perianeo di⸗ 


vided his Traps in fix Battalions; and every one of fifty thon - 
ſand, and gave oder that the other fifty thoufany, wich all the 
fotmen ſhauld:; aſſault the City, which were above forty chou⸗ 
land, with fo many Pilitary Engines, that they made fure 
account to lay it level with the ground, with utter delolation 
of all their Knights at their firſt encounter. 


CHAP. XXXIX. 

The crucl Battel fought between the Dukes Camp, and the Sol- 
dan's Troops, and what thereia hapned : with the ſtrange acts 
the Emperor Don Bellaneo nnn and the terrible af- 
ſaults given to the City. 


1 cold glomp Winter veing over⸗blowu with the warm 
20ach of the wanton Spzing, wherein the amoꝛzons 
— 2 in the hearts of love-oppzeſ.ed Knights, began to ſtir 


up the almoſt crtinguiſhed flames, and chieflp in them that 


hoped oz little remedy fox their grief, . continually — 
ting in the perpetual captivity of their. alienated joÞs ; 
Berianco the Perſian Pyince, determining ſpeedily to 4 — 
thoſe Mars, in ſtrong Battalions, de w kfozth all his men in 
feld, which were ſo gallant and ſeemly, as never was ſeen in 
thole parts, with ſuch diverſity of devices, Dcutchions, Anci- 
ents and Flags about their Spears diſplaped in the Air, made 
z moſt gallant ſh wetogether, with the bzightneſs of their Ar- 
mour, and the Dun-beams. reverberating on them, ſ@med-{o 
many Chniſtaliue glaſſes,” and the -clamozous noiſs of ſuch mul⸗ 
titudes being ſo adverſe, -vequired a Cap ain ok no lels valeur 
than his they had. Where though they were very quiet, yer: 
the neighing and trampling of. their hozſes, with their Paſters 
guiding: them, raiſlng ſuch rebounding Eccho, that they covule 
not hear one another. 

The Em pero Don Belli mis, like the mam that had bern in 


far moze dangerous Enterpziles than chale taking with. 115 . 
the. 
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the Pxtuce Arſilco (checpetter to range about the battel) dꝛew 
in field his furious ſquadzons, and perceiving the dun when he 
roſe ſhined againſt their enemies faces, dazling their epes with 
his bzightnels; which fell ont well to his advantage: and not 
willing to loſe any oppoztunity, paſling to the fozmoſt ſquadzon, 
with furious manner commanded they ſhould ſet upon them, 
keping themſelves together, left their adverſaries b2eaking 
thzough them ſhould dilozder their rauks. And thereupon couch⸗ 
ing their Lances , /encountred their Cnemſes, that were ſo 
blinded with the Sun, that they ſaw them not come. But the 
Emperozs men lo bzavely gave the onſet, that their adverſa- 
ries could not b2eak their files on no ſide, whereupon the ſlaugh- 
ter was ſo great, that in leſs than Half an hour that Tquadzon 
was wholly overcome, and leaving behind them above 30000 
lain and wounded. The valiant acts that the Cmperoz in the 
mean time perkozmed, are hard to believe: he with ſuch vali- 
ancy bzake th2ough the middle of thoſe ranks, as the reapers 
uſed in July to reap the harveſt of their ripened grain, ſo he left 
on the ground lo many, head by Head, that none durſt conkront 
him. The Pꝛince Perianco ſcking the diſozder df his men, tok 
with him Don Fermoſel, and the twa Bꝛzothers, Criſalaneo, any 
Gramalis bf Thrace, with thirty monſtrous Gyants, and pals'd 
to the (ſecond Squadzon, and gathering the remnant of his dil⸗ 
perſed men, encouncred the Emperoz , commanding all his 
Trops together to aſſault the other ſide of the battel. But the 
Cmperoz quickly perceiving his meaning, and calling Flori{- 
piano, ſet him to telt the Duke Alfiron, he would command the 
whole battel to unite Himſelf with him, giving no time to his 
adverſaries to recover the advantage they had over them; and 
that it ſhould be with the greateſt ſped poſſible, foz therein 
conſiſted the days victo2y;ere the Dun mounted aloft. 

Which was done la luddenlp, that they almoſt met their 
enemies. The Perſian Pzince perceiving what his adverſaries 
had done, fearing to be put to flight, commanded all his Squa⸗ 
d2ons to do ſo, and ſpying Sabizn of Trebento (which then en⸗ 
tred the battel ) thinking him to be Knight of the golden Image 


becauſe he did wear his Armour, . couched his Lance againſt him, 


who did the like, meting with fuch fozce, that they were-fozcep 
| to 
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to hold by their Yozfes Necks. Perianco alighted to kifl hint > 
but Sabian that was already on His feet, gave Him ſo great & 
blow that he Naggered four ſfeps backwards; yet lo many laid 


upon him with ſach heavy blows, tbat though he valiancly de⸗ 


fended Himſelf, yet hardly had he efraped with life, if that the 
noiſe had not brought the Emperoz, with the Pzince Contu- 
meliano , and Arſileo, Floriſpiano, the Duke Alfiron, and the 
King of Armenia, with many other choſen Knights, On the 
other fide, there arrived the Soldan with twenty Gyants in his 
company 3 with him alſo came Coroliano and Bo:aldo , where 
there began ſo great a fight, that all the other Wattcl was no⸗ 
thing in Compariſon of that; but the couragious Emperoz ſee- 
ing his dear Sabiano in ſuch peril , in deſpight of them all went 
where he was fighting, and not knowing who Per anco was, 
overturn'd him to the ground with his hozle bzeaſt, and alſo 
tumbling down a Gyant, tok his Yozſe and gave it Sabiano, 
ſaying, mount upon this Mozſe Knight , if you mean to live: 
which he did very lightly , though he was ſoze wounded, and 
with his mortal blows, they quickly cnt their paſſage th2ongh 
their Enemies: the P2ince Perianco with ertream rage fomed 
like a chafed 1Boze, taking a Yozſe, turned againſt him who had 
overth2zown him; but ere he did it, the Soldan and the Duke Al- 


firon meeting and knowing each other, diſcharged two ſuch blows 


upon themſelves, that their Heads were both wounded, from 
whence came much Blood, The Duke had incurred much dan⸗ 
ger if the Emperoz had not arrived with his Companp, who 
knowingthe Soldan, came ſo nigh, that raiſing his \wo2d to ſtrike 
him on the head, being lo cloſe unto him, did no otherwikle, 
but with the Bilts thzew him off his Yozſe, and going after to 
kill him, was over-reachcd backwards by the Pzince Perianco 
with ſo cruel a blow, that he had near fallen down. Coroliano 
wounded bim alſo upon the left ſhoulder. Wherenpon there be⸗ 
gan ſo cruel a fight between them, that on both ſides four thou⸗ 
land Knights loſt their lives. On this ſide where the Emperoz 
was, his Pen held out couragtouſly with long fighting. Tut on 
the other ſide the Emperors Fen loſt their advantege, being 
unable to refit their Cnemies. At this Time the affanlt given 
to the City being ſo fierce.that infinite of men dyed, that currents 
Ce of 
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of blod ran through the field; and being few within to-defeny- 
the City, it eaſily might have ben taken, But there came a 
Rnight to the Emperoꝛ, and laid: Mithdzaw your ſelf Dir, un⸗ 
leſs you will have us all deſtroy'd, koz they within the City have 
ned of p2eſent help. Js it poſſible (ſaid the Emperoz :) Aſlure 
pour ſelf (replied the Knight ) if the City be taken, we are uts 
terly undone. But the Emperoz gathering his men in fozm of Py- 
ramids, defending them in ſuch lozt, that they entred ſafely in- 
to their Trenches, where the Emperoz leaving fufficienc 
Guard, made moſt of his men enter the City to defend it; where, 
becauſe the aſſault ok the wall might ſomewhat lacken, opened 
ane of the Gates, which he and the Phoenician P2tnce, and Flo- 
riſpiano valourouſip kept, by whole Bands many there dyed, 
with ten of the terribleſt Gyants in all the adverſe Camp, But 
being overtaken with the darkneſs of the night, they returned 
to their Tents; the like did the Emperoz, King, and Pzincels, 
leaving a god Guard in the City, returned to the Palace, where 
they were received with much joy by the P2zinceſs Perſiana 
and Aurora, the one fe2 grief to ſee thole wars, the other want- 
inx the p2eſence cf her dear friend, the Pzince Don Bellianis. 


But ſupper being ended, the Emperoz withdzawing Himſelf: 


to his Chamber, was taken. apart by. the Pyinceſs Aurora, 
who ſaid unto him, | 

IJ beſeech pour Pajeſty-.tell-me what is become ok Don Bel. 
lianis,foy J fear ſome diſaſtrous accident has befallen him. The 
Emperoz to comfozt her, told her all that had hapned in the 


valley of the thze Fountains, and how the Sage Bellona hay . 


taken him with her. Now am J glad (. ſaid the Pyinceſs ) fo; 
Jam aſſured he will have ns harm in her company:and ſo giving 
one another the god night, departed: the Cmperoz to his cham⸗ 
ber, and the to hers , with the Pzinceſs Florisbella's Ladies, 
who were very ſozrowful foz the abſence of the Knight of the 
Golden Image. The Pyinceſs told them, the wile Pcliora 


had taken him with. her , which were ſome better news ſoz 
them. In came. freſh ſupply unto the Soldan, with which he every 


day allaulted the City, ſometimes winning, and ſometimes loſing, 
as in luch accidents is often ſeen. But they within the City 
teceiving no aid, had commonly the wozſt. Where we leave 


them, 
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them, till we have dilated the Cirange Adventures of the 
Knight of the Golden Image, conducted by the wiſe woman. 


CHA P. XI. 
What hapned the Knight of the Golden Image, going with 
Bellona: and how he proved the Adventure of Brande xar on 
the Nyconian Mountains. 


1 * manner above expꝛeſſed, the Knight of the Golden Image 
poſted with ſuch lwifrneſs, that by the next mozning Dun, he 
found Himſelf upon a high Mountain, the barreneſt that ever 
was lten, and turning to the ſage Bellona, with whom thitherto 
he had not ſpoken, ſaid unto her. Tell me Lady, What Coun⸗ 
try is this where we are? fox A aſſure you A never ſaw wozſe, 
We are now ( replied ſhe ) in the Kingvom of #gypt, on the 
Pountains of the Bing Nyczon, and here muſt pou end an Ad⸗ 
venture, which will be foz pour eternal bencfit, excelling all 
that ever pou have done. And therefoze know that this Kings 
dom in times paſt being the mightieſt Monarchy over the wo2ld, 
many years 5 in which time there ſwayed the Empire a wozthp 
Knight called Nycaon, by whoſe name this Mountain is called, 
This Bing was at jar with another, named Brandezar, Empe⸗ 
ro; of Babylon, who ſo purſued him, that he was fain to immure 
himſelf within a ſtrong City hard by the River Euphrates, where 
Brandezar begirt him with a-fearful ſiege, and hoping of no res 
medp to obtain his liberty, was dziven to ule his Art, being 
the greateſt Pagician in his time that ever had been befoze Him, 
and reſobved to do what pou ſhall now hear. 

One night by his Art he went to Brandczar's Camp, and 
cauled Him to be bzought upon this Pountain: But firſt he 
called his Subjects together, and counſelled them to compound 
with thoſe Caldeans and Babylonians, foz he had determined 
to leave them, becauſe his enemies ſhould not execute their 
revenge on him. Mis Dubjec's, that greatly loved him, with 
great ſozrow intreated him to ſtay, and ſee how they would fpcud 
their lives in his ſervice, But he-p2omiſing them guickly to 
return, aſſured them he would eaſe them of their grief cauſed 
by Brandezar. And ſo he did: foz coming hither, he ous 
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fuch Enchantments upon him, that he remained in the great- 
eſt tozments that any tongue can expꝛels: and thinking that if 
by his Enchantments he loſt his underſtanding and ſenſes, he 
ſhould not be revenged at his pleaſure, reſolved to leave him 


in his perfect wits : and fo2 that cauſe Enchanted a Ring, with 


ſuch victue and Conjuration, that he which on his finger wears 
it, ſhould never be offended with any Enchantment , but en- 
jop his true ſenſes, with all his Yeart could wiſh, ſaving bodies 
impziſonment. This might he well do, as the only Man that 
in this Art tutored Medea, being never equalled in this Sti⸗ 
ence, And a while after , that he knewhis Uaſſals were quit- 
ted, minded to return, and deſcending this mighty Bountain, 
met with his valiant Bꝛother, who in his abſence was crowned 
King.” 

1 as is ſaid ) mæting him, ran to embrace him. ut 
his Bꝛother buſte with other Jmaginations, was greatly diſplea- 
ſed to ſx him, fearing he ſhould loſe that mighty Empire by com⸗ 
ing, cloſed within him and- tabbed him till he dyed, and after 
commanded his followers to ſay they found him lo there, which 
they did. And he remained King, and Nycaon was buried at the 
Mountains fot, | 


That which you need at this pzeſent Time, it is to end this Ad- 
venture, and to take the Ring from the Emperoꝛ Brandezar, which 
youmult uſe in a dear tmploy, and without it pou ſhall live the 
baſeft life that can be thought an. Aud becauſe you ſhall have 
the greater deſire to attempt it; J tell you the ſaiv Friſton did oꝛ- 
dain all thoſe things you ſaw to diſturb your battel, and is now 
gone into the City of Babylon; fo; he knoweth by his Art, that 
if at this pzeſent,* he get not in his power the P2inceſs Florisbella, 
to give her to his friend the Pꝛince Perianeo of Perſia, he after 
ſhalt not eaſily obtain her (at leaſt by fozce ) and therekoze in- 


tends he by one means oz other to have her foz the Prince Peria- 


neo very ſhoꝛtly: Wherefore it behoves her to have that King, that 
his determination may be fruſtrated, And if from the ſame En:- 
perour pou can take the Armour he wears, it would greatly 
avail you 3 fo2 he tha; wears it, cannot be moleſted by any Eu- 
chantment whatſoever, noz pe known, uvleſs he will himſelf. 
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Pau. have told me wonders (laid Don Bellianis:) and is this 
Pans skill fo great, that he can fazce the Pzinceſs Florisbella 
again her Mill, c give her to the Prince of Perſia ? Doubt it not 
( replied Bellona) foz moze than this can he perfozm: and believe 
me, you ſhall (uffain fo2 this caufe great travel, and therefo:e 
let us not defer the paſling Time. 1 a. c 

Mete A commit vou to God, leaving you to the valour ok your 
heart, to finiſh what you have to do, and take this way, which will 
bzing you to the place, foz à mutt go no further with vou. 

Don Bellianis taking his leave of her, deſcended down that way 
ſo faſt, that he quickly faw befoze him a ſtrong and well towzed 
Caſtle, and loking about, could find no Poꝛch oz Poꝛtal to enter 
into it. But going to the other fide of it, he eſpied a little mouth 
of an oblcure Cave: and koking down into it, he thoughs it 
deſcended into the Infernal Pit. And allo befoze it he fw a 
great Pillar of fine Cryſtal, fo tranſparent, that it ſœemed to 
take his light from the @uns own light that then (ined on it, 
where were certain Letters made with rich Nubieg, to this efs 
fect 2 = Mg! 


The Inſcription of the firft Pillar. 


The ſtrange Lodgings of Brandexar in the remembrance of - Nycaons 


great revenge, chief in magick Art, ſhall be concealed from all men; 


111 the ſtrongeſt Lion, conducted by the little Wolf, hall with ex- 
tream neceſſity in ſearch of my skill, hither arrive. Whoſe valour 
muſt excel the force of my monſtrous Guardians, leaving all his 
hne tempered Armour at the entrance of my Cave, if he be adorn- 
ed with vertue and fortitude. And thou couragious Knight, 


that wilt this adventure try, mult arm thy ſelf with nought but 


the war- like Virtue of thy magnanimous heart, 


Don Bellianis having read the Letters, made no other adoe 


than if he had ſeen none, but animating his reſolution, dꝛew 


fouth his @wo2d, and would have entred the Cave, but ere he 


was aware, tt vaniſhed from His fight, O God ( (gid he: what 


ſtrange things 'be theſe : Is it poflible J muſt without-Armour 


paſs thzough ſo fearful a place e And thinking it-Cowardife to 


linger 
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linger ſo long, p2eſently armed himſelf, reſting in his Hole and 
Doublet, and having his Sword in his Hand, kiſt it, and lait 
it down, and commended his ſafety to the Almighty, as a man 
that had ben going to buckle with death. And conſidering with 
himſelf, that in the accompliſhment of that Adventure, -conſiſtey 
the utter loſs, oz laſting liberty of his Lady; fearlefs he caſt 
himſelf into the Cave, wherein he ſcarce had ſet his fer. 
but he thought be delcended into the loweſt Centre of the 
Earth, ſometimes ſtriking his head, ſometimes his feet 
againſt the ſides thereof, that he was ſo bzuiled, he felt not him⸗ 
ſelf ; and when he came to the bottom, he lighted with ſo great 
a fall, that he thought he was beaten to pieces: and riſing 
with no ſmall pain thereof, looked to ſ& where he was, but could 
diſcern no mo2e than in the dark night, cloſed within an obſcure 
Dungeon; and ſearching on all ſides foz light, at laſt he eſpied 
a little Yole from whence there iſſued ſo very little, that he 
could not almoſt ſ& his Yands, Wut he was ſcarce at it, when 
he felt himſelf dawn - backward with ſuch fo2ce, that he had 
almoſt tumbled with his houlders on the Carth; and turning 
to ſee who pluckt him back, he ſaw him to be a mighty Gyant, 
having in his hand.a molt ſharp and puiſlant Pattle⸗Axe, with 
him came two Centaurs, on either ſide each of them led a Ly- 
on, the fierceſt that ever he ſaw, they all came toward him with 
their puiſſant blows. upon his Mead, but he ſtepping back, eſcaped 
them all. Mereupon the  Centaures unchained their Lyons, 
who -pzeſently ran upon him, and one thinking to rent his bo- 
dy with his ſharp paws, leapt at him. But he ſtretching fo2th 
his ſtrong Arms, catcht him by the neck, and choaked him. At 
this time received he two ſuch cruel blows, that he was con- 
ſtrained to ſet his knees on the ground, ſhedding much blod. 
And ſing the Gpant hard by Him, cloſed with him to wing 
his Are out of his hands, whereon he caſt his mighty ſtrength, 
the Gpant perceiving his intent, did alſo lay faſt held on bim; 
where the Centaurs incompaſſed him, both Qtriving to dzaw 
him krom the Gpant, where there was ſen the moſt unequal⸗ 
leſt weſtling that ever was heard ok. 

Don'Bellianis fill perſiſting in his purpoſe, was fo oppꝛeſt 
with their ſeveral enchanted fo2ces, that he often loft His beach, 
and 
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and they making the Cave to tremble with the Hoarſe-ecchs of 
their reſounding clamozs but the P2ince letting the ntmoſt 
of his ſtrength, - wꝛencht the Faulchion out of his hand, aud go⸗ 
ing to ſtrike the Centaurs, he ſaw them all at that inſtant va- 
nicht from his ſight, which moze amazed him than any: thing 
elſe 3 and.ſ&ing a little pair of ſtairs befoze him, mounted up 
with as great courage, having that Faulchion, as ik wich alt 
his armoz he had been armed. Mo 

And having aſcended, the airs, he ſaw- a fair Yall, to which 
he fFould paſs. by ſo ſtraight a way, that unarmed he could hardly 
go th2ough it, where there was many armed Knights that kept 
the paſſage with their naked lwozds. Thele were of thole nights 
that were Enchanted with Brandezar , being ok the: Rrongeſt 
then living, whom Nycaon left foz the Emperozs Guard, with 
no other intent than to loſe their lives, ere he ſhould be taken 
away, oz kill him that there ſhould enter. Mhich Don Balli 
anis leing, and that he muſt of neceſſity paſs through; wich an 
invincible Peart with a Faulchion in his Hand caſt himſelk 
amongſt them, where he no ſoner came but two of them letting 
their ſhoulders againſt him, moſt bzavely made him go thze ox 
four ſteps back, wounded him grievouſly on the Leg, and on 
his Head; and being unarmed had almoſt killed him. 

Don Bellianis ling the ſtreugth of the Knights to be ſo great 
determined to behave-himſelf otherwiſe. with them, and returu⸗ 
ing again to the dwz, ſtru.kat them divers times, thinking they 


would give back, but they had no other care but to offend and 
dekend, not ſtirring any wap. Yereat the Pzince warding | 
their blows with His Faulchion, drew one of them unto him 


by his ſhield, with ſuch haughty ſtrength, as made him headlong 
tumble at his feet, and tak His ſhield from him, and wich it 
about his arm, ruſht among all thoſe Knights in ſuch a crueF 
fight, leaping on all fives to ſhun their blows, In this man- 
ner laſted their fight above thz& hours, that in the end the 


Pzince ſo behaved himſelf, that he overcame*them all, whity 


were above thirty, leaving chem all.bzeathleſs in the Yall. Be 
eutred into another lodging next to that, being wounded in 
twenty places, and thinking it nd wiſdom to go though ſuch a 
place dilarmed, turned back, and buckled about :him-one of rife 


dead - 
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dead knights Armour, and ſo went fo2ward till he came to another 


ſtair, and aſcending it, Ve ſaw on the top thereof, an ugly aud In⸗ 
fernal Wonſter;' which with ſuch force came upon him, that he 
tumbled down thoſe ſteps he had gone up, with ſo great a fall, 
that in all that dap he Had not felt ſuch pain, reſting ſo feeble, 
that he had ſcarce ſtrength to ſtand up. Eut burning in the flames of 
ire fo2 that whch bekell him, mounted up again with moze adviſed 
reſolution, leſt the like might happen to him again, And being 
at the ſtair Head, he law the kearkull Ponſter accompanied with 
a Mozrible Dꝛagon, which would have thzown him down, but he 
leaning his Back againſt a wall and ſet the pummel ok his woꝛd 
to his bꝛeaſt, and the point towards the Dꝛagon, expecting his en⸗ 
counter, which was ſo mighty. that his own koꝛce gave him his 
death: fo2 running upon the ſharp (wozd, it pierted him quite 
thozow. But the fierce encounters he received of both thoſe Beaſts, 
ſo bereft him of ſtrength and ſenſes, that he was fain to ſit down 
upon the ſtairs, Where returning unto his remembrance, he 
found himſelf in a fair large grenyard, in midſt whereof was 
erected a gallant Pillar, like that he ſaw at the Caves mouth, 
whereon there were Witten theſe wozds inCaldean Letters 


The Inſcription of the ſecond Pillar. | 
What haughty Knight ſocver, whoſe high valour hath hither 
brought by the ſupreme courage of his heart, let him enter by 
that door, where he ſhall find the end of his demand, if he excel in 
ſtrength the mighty Emperor Brandezar, whoſe puiſſant forces 
never any in ancient ages equalled, 


Don Bellianis that longed with deſire to terminate with a happy 
end that Adventure, went to the Portal that the Letters ſhewed 


him. 
CH 43 XLYL 


The cruel battel fought between Don Bellianis, and the Emperor 
Brandezar, with whoſe death the Ad venture was ended. 


Tough the which he was ſcarce entered but he heard the 
pitikulleſt laments that ever were heard, proceeding Led, 
night 
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night that ſuffered ſome great tozments, and hearkning from 
whence the voice might come, he paſs'd fozwards, entring into a 
Chamber, where he ſaw a Knight Armed in fiery armour, that 
ſemed to burn him. Round about him were many Bnakes and 
Adders, with many other venomous wozms that bit all his bo⸗ 
py over, and theſe holding him faſt, there came two mighty 
Baſilisks, which would caſt upon him all the poyſon and blood 
in their body. Pet ſaw not Don Bellianis, who with fiery but⸗ 
tons ſeared his fleſh, which penetrated the very bone: the intolle⸗ 
rable pain whereof made him bzeathe fozth thoſe lamentable 
tries, and began to complain in this manner. 

Dh unhappy Brandezar, the moſt unfoztunateſt that ever 
bzeathed on the earth. May it be the laviſh-giver of unconſtant 
Þappineſs , the blind guidzels of the round volving wheeled 
chance ( fo2 thy great unhappineſs and perpetuity of languiſh- 
ing pains and plaguing grief) ſhould ſubjugate under thy com⸗ 
mand, the vaſt Empire of Babylon, Perſii, and Trebiſond, knits 
ting thy jopnts with mightier fozces than any in the univerſal 
Wozld : to give thee now ſo high a fall, overwhelming thee in 
this p2elent everlaſting miſery, and put thee in ſuch continual 
tozments by the hands of thy greateſt enemy, and that death 
hath not the power to vanquiſh the. Oh! is it poſſible that he 
that koz a God was on earth adozed, ſhould now endure ſuch 
helliſh pains ? O cruel death, why comeſt thou not to crave pol⸗ 
ſeſſion of thy due tribute 2 Oh like, why doſt thou haunt me, bes 
ing haunted with ſuch contrarious ſtars of maligning, and un⸗ 
happy Foztune :? And with theſe wozds, renewing his old 
laments, ſo mollified the Pzinces tender heart, that he fell in a 
deep conſideration of the mutability of Foztune, with remem- 
hzance of the high majeſty of that Emperoz, being the puiſlan- 
teſt both in poſſeſſions and Countries, as of pzoper ſtrength, that 
in his age lived none to equal him: whoſe life and Chivalries 
he had read being a child, But recozding that was he whom 
he mult conquer, ſtepped fozward, whereat the two YFaſilisks 
that lap by Brandezar, leapt about him, and ſo kaſt held him, 
that he could not ſtir: the like did all the other Derpents, which 
ſo cruelly bit him, that they made his bones ſh2ink within his 
Armour. Don Bellianis began to v4 on all ſides, but it was 
D d in 
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in vain, foz all his trokes wounded but the Air, which he per⸗ 
xeiving, pzocured with mer ſtrength to paſs away. Here wag 
bis labour doubled to no great purpoſe, pet with often falling 
and riſing he was ſo toyled, that at length he arrived to the 
Chair where the Emperoz late, which ſomewhat eaſed him, foz 
all thoſe cruel Beaſts left him. But Brandezar that by him ſaw 
that Knight, thinking it was his cruel foe the King Nycaon, 
he tok him ſo bzavely betwirt his arme, that he eaſily dzem 
him to him. Don Bellianis letting fall his Faulchion, got holy 
on the Emperoz, though he moze willingly would have got 
from him, becauſe of the extream heat that pzoceeded from hig 

Armour, and ſo continued in their wꝛaſtling till they overthzew 

the Emperozs Chair, and ſo parting from one another, Bran- 

dezar d2ew- fozth his ſwozy, and the P2ince twk his Faulchion; 

and began ſo dangerous a fight as never was ſeen in ſo ſhozt a 

time, abundantly ſhedding their blad.. Don Ecllianis at this 

time was in extream peril, koz that the @mpero2s ſtrength 
was incomparable, and himſelf ſoze wounded, which he. per- 
ceiving, awaited a blow of the Emperoz, which thzew the rem⸗ 
nant of his ſhield to the ground, and wounded him on the arm, 
but he gave him a terrible blow on the Leg, that Brandezar 
could no longer "ſtand thereon, But loſing none of his courage, 
defended himſelf upon His knees , that made Don Bellianis 
diſcharge his blows ſo kaſt, thinking to end the contention with. 
one blow on his head, the Cmperoz warded it with his ſwozd, 
and ſo b2avely thzuſt at him, that had it taken Him: full. it 
might have ended his life, pet the furious \wo2d ran through 
his right ſide renting his fleſh, with the greateſt wound he had 
received all that day, 

Don B:llianis foaming at the mouth foz anger of the terrible 
wound, ſtruck at the Emperoz with both hands, and cut his 
thigh in ſunder, whereat he fell down, and within a while died. 
At whole death there began ſo hozrible a noiſe in all the Caſtle, 
with lo monſtrous an Earth⸗quake, that Don Pellianis fell in a 
Trance, but recovering his-ſenſes, felt himſelf well and luſty 
without any wound, ſeeing neither ſign noz memozp of Caſtle 
oz Cave, but befoze him lap dead the Emperoz Brandezar, any 
his Knights, which greatly grieved him, there alſo he found. 


his 
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his Armour he had left, and putting off thoſe he had on, armed 
himſelf ' with the Emperozs, which were the richeſt till that 
hour ſeen, They were all green, garniſhed with many Baſf- 
lisks of gold and Azure, with many unvaluable Pearls of ex- 
coding bzighenels, and girding His god lwozd, went to the 
Emperoꝛ foz the Ning the wiſe Woman had told him of, which 
he twk from a right finger of his right hand 3 the pzeciouſnels 
of this Gem much amazed him, the ſtone of it was a little 
Carbuncle, yielding as much light as four burning Tozches. 
But ſcarce had he taken the Ring, but hard by he ſaw a Tomb 
as fair as ever he ſaw any, ſet upon twelve Pillars of C2yſal, 
which ſuſtained an Altar made of the richeſt Emralds in all the 
Oziental Regions. Upon every Pillar ſtwd four Angels, holds 
ing four burning Tozches that never waſted. Upon the @epul- 
chze was a ſhield held up by two great Gziffons, with the arms 
of the Emperoz Brandezar, and about them were witten thele 
wozds. 
The Inſeriptiou of the Shield upon the Emperors Sepulehre. 
Nycaon King of Agypt, chief Magician of his time, in perpetual 
memory of his revenge, for the deſtruction made of his 
Kingdom, by Brandezar Emperor of Babylon, Perſia, and 
Trebizond , hath erected this Monument, wherein after the 
many torments ſuſtained by his skill, being vanquiſhed he 
lieth dead by his hands, that in valour excelleth all Knights 
in the Univerſe, Here ſhall he lye buried in this latting 
Monument, till the Son of the brave Lyon with his force ſhall 
overcome the power of my Art , obtaining the fight herein 
incloſed, not uſing the rare valour of his heart. 


On the other fide of the Tomb was ſet another ſhield, expꝛel⸗ 
ſing the manner of the Cmpero2s Enchantment, and koz what 
cauſe Nycaon had ſo done, with the manncr of his liberty by 
Don Bellianis , who attentively beholding that wondzous wozk 
with great joy koz the obtained Ning, he eſpyed Bellona in 
great haſte come to him, in manner as he left her, and demanded 
how he did: Uery well .(replyed he) foz J have accompliſht what 
you commanded me, pet am much amazed at what here is; fox 
having ſen none to do it: Mere lieth buried the Emperoz 
D d 2 Bran- 
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Brandezar, and do greatly deſire to ſe what is within. That 

may not be ( anſwered ſhe ) foy our ſtaying may pꝛejudice us, 

but A long to try it (laid he) but J will leave it, ſeeing you will 

have it ſo. And one of the Gyants that came with her gave him 

a ſhield: accozding to his Armour, but in the middle of it was 
his accuſtomed device. Don Bellianis greatly rejopced to ſe 

the Picture of his Lady. And lo departed in the manner they 

came, in ſhozt time poſting many miles. But here we leave 

them, returning to the great Pagician Viſtozy. 


CHAP. XLII. 
What Friſton wrought after the two Princes Battel, to get into 
his power the Princeſs Fhrisbella, and how ſhe was ſuccour- 
ed by the Knight of the Golden Image. 


Toe Eattel being ended between the two Pꝛinces, as be⸗ 
foze is mentioned; the Sage Friſton having cured the 
Pzince Perianeo of his wounds, returned to his Yabitation in 
the delart sf death + where calling to His remembzance the 
love that Perianeo did bear the Pzincels Florisbella, but ſhe 
little regarded, and wherein he continually languiſhed. Me 
caſt about with his Conjurations by which he came to know, 
that if under the domination of the Planet Mercury that then 
raigned, he got not into his hands the beauteous Pytinceſs Flo- 
risbella,. he ſhould after ſuffer moztal tozments foy her fake: yet 


could not learn wherher the Perſian P2ince ould marry her 


os no. And in theſe. tumultuous times, thinking eaſily to get 


and p2elent her to the. Perſian Pꝛince befoze the end of theſe 
wars, taking the neceſſaries to imploy his Art, arrived in lit-- 


tle time within the ſuperbious of Babylonian Malls: where he 
raiſed a Tent, the richeſt and ſtatelieſt that ever was ſcen, with 


ſo many Gallant Devices, that it admired every beholder, 
But no ſoner was it ſeen, but it was told the Soldan, who with 


the Empꝛels Silviana his wike, and the P2inceſs Florisbella 
his Daughter, came kozth to ſe. it, greatly wondzing at the 
richneis: thereof, From whence they heard ſo ſweet and Pe- 
lodious a Conſozt ok Puſick, that it raviſhed their delicate 
ſenſes : and after, ſo. many Trumpets ſounded, as ik ſome pitcht 


field. 


E A r of a« a«< an 


<A KS Dc LC RES HS oo £6 Sa. oo _n. an =: 


The Honor of Chivalry. 


205 


field were to be fought, which being done there iſſued out of 
the Tent four beautesus Ladies, cloathed in long rich robes 
of Embzopdered wozk, thep were led by the hands by four 
valiant Knights clad in green Armour , with many golden 


Stars thereon, with their helms laced on their heads. Which 
Trops went towards the gallant Pztnceſs Florisbella, that 
was dilcourſing with her Father about thoſe Tents, and being 
befoze her, they all kneled, refuſing to riſe, both at her and the 
Emperozs entreaties. And one of the Ladies with a clear 
voice, that all might hear her, thus began. 

High and mighty Potentate, Emperor of Babylon, Soveraign 
Monarch of the Oriental Regions, and moſt renowned Soldan, 


to whole Dupzeam command the univerſal Globe ok the o2bed 


Earth might deſervevly owe tributary duty , excelling all 
moztal Kings in honour and bounty, by maintaining equal and 
upzight Juſtice thozow his vaſt Empire, with continnal glo- 
ry of Yaughty Chivalry, daily honoured in his Courts, whole 
magnificent eſtate the immoztal Gods do emulate. th2zough 
the. incomparable beauty of his excellent Daughter, fo2 whoſe 
lake his Empire ſhall ſtill augment with eternal happineſs, to 


perpetual ages. Know: that the dear hopes to find red2eſs fo 


dur troubled thoughts, hach bzought us to this imperial City, 
and ik our hopes be fruſtrated of their defires, we will return 
deſpatring' of future remedy fo2 our griefs, wanting ik here, 
where never any was denyed, | 
. Wherefoze of the and this glozious Peincels we mult ob- 
tain a bon befoze we do explain the cauſe of our coming. Res 
quire what you will (ſaid the Soldan) foz my deſire is ſo great ro 
know this adventure, that not only one, but twenty J do grant 
vou: and. therefoze make us partakers of your grievancies, 
Upon this they arsſe, and the Damſel returning to-her fozmer 
purpoſe,thus-ſatd, | 

In yonder Tent. ( moſt Dzead Low) is the Ualiant Bing 
Gorgiana. of Sotia, chief Lozs of: that Land, whom pou well 
know, being your near Ally, that being in his peaceful King- 
dom, 82dering of certain Triumphs, wherein himſelf , with 
molt of his beſt Knights ſhould be in: thirher came many ſtran⸗ 
gers and Fozreigners, brought by the fame ok his beauteous 
daughter, 
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daughter, *theu thought the kaiteſt Lap living. And among 
many that are arrived, ſhe was demanved of her Father foz 
Wife by the great Pagitian Herodiano, King of the Jfland of 
Pearls, one of the bzaveſt Gyants hitherto ſeen. But he being 


infozmed what he was, anſwered him, chat his Daughter be⸗ 
ing tw poung, was not determined to marry, and therefoze 


tr.ved his pardon, Which anſwer Highly vexing Herodiano, 
that they being the next day in the ozdained Jouſts, there ap⸗ 
peared on the other ſive of the field theſe four Knights that you 
here ſe, who ruſhing within the Tournp, in ſhozt (pace overs 
thzew above a hundzed Knights, with fuch dep wounds, that 
molt of them could no moze riſe. And they like furious Dꝛagons 
ran up and down the field, that none durſt abide their kurp. 
Which the King ſ&ing, encountred them with ten Knights, 
againſt whom only thz& went, and the. other imbzaced the 
King in ſuch: cruel manner, that both fell down, and the reſt 
left his Knights deadly wounded. 

Then on a. ſudden, appeared the Tent you yonder ſe, in 
which the King was ſet, wich his daughter, and theſe four Knights 
remained as their keepers, whom no humane power is able to 
overcome, becauſe they are Enchanted: and in the ſpace of four 
days they vanquiſhed above four thouſand Knights that came 
to liberate their Bing, which not a little grieved us: But in 
the end, ſending koz the counſel of a wiſe man, a great friend 
unto our King, we received this anſwer. 2 EA 

That the imp2iſonment of the King and his fair Daughter 
could not be remedied but by a Lady, whoſe beauty ſhould er- 
cel the honourable P2inceſs Meridianaes, and finding her, ſhe 
ſhould p2ove the adventure ok the Tent , and the Painceſs 
would give her a ſwo2d, which in her hand. ſhe holdeth, with 
which thole Knights ſhould be vanquiſhed, and the Enchant⸗ 
ment ended. And fo? this effect he would wozk, that the Tent 
ſhould be bzought where he would wich to have it, wherein we 
four might very ſafely go, fo only theſe ſame Knights ſhould 
be our chief defenders. | 

In this manner have we in ſhozt time travelled moſt part 
of Paganiſm , but never could find any that did ſurpaſs the 
beauty of our Pzinceſs Meridiana, And by the way hearing the 
ame 
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fame pꝛopagated through this Eaſtern wozld of the rare and 
excellent: beauty of the Pzinceſs thy dear Daughter , we are 


tome to intreat thæ to ſuffer. this adventure trpey in thy 
Court, which will no little eternize thy great glozp, letting an 
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end to our many toyls, which elle we thall ſuſtain.” And this is 
the bon which pou and your excellent Daughter the Pzinceſs 
Florisbella granted us, 5 h 
The Soldan refted highly aftoniſhey at the Ladies kale, 
greatly pitping the miſadventure hapned to the Bing. Gorglane 
his kinlman, deſiring to undergo anp peril ko his liberty, 
and anlwering the Lady, ſaid: It greatly grieveth me (gractous 
Lady ) that this miſchance hath bcfallen pour Ving and his 
Daughter, and it would highly content me, that. yori mg 


remedy in my Court. But tell me, the Lady, that pioping tr, 
and not ending it , doth ſhe incur auy danger? Nove (. rccptyen 
ſhe ) fo? ſhe that doth not excel the Pꝛincels in beauty may not 
enter therein, and from the doz may you ſes what is within. 

J am contented ( ſaid the Soldan) that the adventure be 
tryed. But J will firſt ſe the combating of the Knights t fo2 J 
believe in my Court there are ſuch that think to Jaye 17 116 
dies that labour. Pour will be done (teplyed the Damlel) thou h 
it be better that your Knights do not ſo endanger themlelves, 
to2 their toyl will be in vain, Pet fo? all this will J have it lo, 
ſaidthe Soldan. And thereupon commanded all his Knights to 
try the adventure: and the Damſels with their Knights: re- 
turned to the Tent: in the entting whereof” it ſeemed. to open 
in the midſt{ where raight was ſen a_th2one' with, thirty eps, 
which ſm'd to be made of pure C2yftal, in the midlf whercof 
late the King Gorgiano tn all his Armour, leaning his Head 
upon his chair, feeming very melancholick ; at his right Dany 
late the beautedus Pꝛincels Meridian, in like manncr as her 
Father. On the top of the Throne appeared Cupid the blind 
Cod of Love, with his bow and arrows, whole making was ſo 
artificial, that every one thought him alive, At his feet lap a 
Bnight ſoze wounded with an arrow in his beaſt, who ſeemed 
with one hand to crave mercy , but with the other he held a 
(crowk very faicly written with plain Chaſdean Letters, expꝛel⸗ 
ling ko what reaſon the King Gorgiano Was impziſoned. D 

ere 
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Pert arrived of the Soldan's Bnights, above three thouſany 
in number, and were the valianteſt in all the whole Empire. 
The firſt. that would pzove the adventure was a Couſin of 
his called Baltaſano of Numidia, who as it ſemed was chief 
over the reſt, he was armed in roſe colour Armsur, and taking 
with him two Knights, would have entred the Tent, but the 
enchanted Knights defended it againſt them, and at their fir 
encounters ended the Crife; caſting the Soldan's Knights on the 
ground. The Soldan greatly amazed at this ſudden exploit, had 
moze deſire than befoze to have the exploit ended, and firſt com⸗ 
manded the dead and wounded Knights to be carried away, and 
then willed the Ladies to try their koztunes, which many did, 
but none could enter the Tent : which the Pzinceſs Florisbella 
ſeing , tok by the hand the beauteous Mattaroſo her Couſin, 
and ſaidto her, Fair Couſin, ſhall we pꝛove this adventure, al⸗ 
though foz my part Jknow J ſhall do but little? Even as pleaſe 
you, replyed the fair Mattaroſo, though J perceive pou mock 
us all; but J will try it firſt, becauſe J will not reſt with ima- 
gination that you ended it by firſt pꝛoving it, which then will 
be ſaid you did, being the fajreſt, and lo well known. Pou are 
pleaſed to jeſt (ſaid the P2inceſs.) But foz the trying ok this ads 
venture, J would be glad that pou might even ſave me that 
danger and fear, and we ſhall after try the advantage in that 
other. Then belike (replyed the excellent Mattaroſo ) you will 
not grant me to be the faireſt, though AJ end the adventure: but 
ſeing it is ſo, J pꝛomiſe you to find out a Knight to defend it 
againſt the whole wozly, Pou pꝛomiſe much (laid the Pꝛincels) 
but J know no Knight can be ſo hardp to attempt ſo haughty 
an enterMiſe, unleſs it be the Knight of the Golden Image, 
whom J know will obtain nothing againſt me. All this J 
know ( anſwered the Infant ) but J have a Knight in theſe 
parts that excels him, both in valiancy and fairneſs. How know 
you that (fatd the P2inceſs) fo; A never heard any ſuch thing: J 
tell pou ( replyed the Inkant) To my Fathers Kingdom came 
one who bzought a Letter from the Sophy, Father unto the 
Pzince Pcrianco, requiring his aid to be revenged of a ſubject 
of his, that with the help of a Knight, called the Knight of the 
golden Image, hath lain his ſon in law the Pzince Don Galla- 
. neo, 
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neo, and had ſtolen His daughter Perſiana, and recounted ſuch 
wonders of this Knight, and of his rare beauty, which hardly 
we believe, but that we were inkozmed thereof by other 
means. And this Knight will J have to defend my beautp, which 
notwithſtanding J fear he will not, fo2 J have heard he beareth 
pour Picture graven on his ſhield, J am ſtruck into great 
amazement ( anſwered the Pzinceſs ) with pour diſcourſe, and 
cannot compzehend that Knight in the wozld that would be ſo 
mad to pzeſume to beautifie his Armour with my Picture, And 
] aſſure you, if he here arriveth, He ſhall do much to ſave his 
head, in recompence of his pꝛelumption. Trouble not pour 
ſelf with any ſuch thought (laid the Inkant) fo2 you would much 
moze grieve if pou ſhould ſee all this place full of vanquiſhed 
Knights in my behalf, In this manner chatted theſe two 
Pirrozs ok rare beauty, till they appꝛoached the rich Tent, 
where their ſenſes were raviſhev with the rare melodious 
Muſick that thence ſounded; and parting hands, the beauteous 
Mattaroſa entred the Tent, where one of thoſe Knights tok 
her by the hand, and bzought her to the ſteps, whereon the In⸗ 
fant courteouflp began to mount. All the beholders judged the 
Adventure ended: which not a little grieved the Pzincels, be- 
cauſe ſhe had not firſt tryed it. But ſhe had not aſcended the 
third ſtep, when the felt her ſelf ſtayed, and ſtriving to go up, 
the ſuddenly found her ſelf without the Tent to her great grief, 
becauſe ſhe had not ended the Adventure. The Pzincels hereat 
laughing, ſaid, J know not (fair Couſin ) why you ſought a 
ſwo2d,ſeing you muſt not ule any combating with me. A know 
not what to anſwer ( ſatd the pleaſant Infant ) but that no truſt 
is to be repoled in theſe Cnchantments, being only made ac- 
co2ding to their Authozs mind: pet try you it, that we may lee 
your merits, foz it may be your company would leſſen mp 
grief, The Pzincels going to try the Adventure, ſhe ſaw en⸗ 
tred the further ſide of the field a Knight in green Armour, 
very rich, with many golden Baſilisks thereon, whoſe gallant 
diſpoſition moze contented her, than any ſhe ever ſaw. In his 
ſhield. was d2zawn her Picture, lo natural that it ſeemed alive: 
by his ſide did ride an ancient Lady maskt, bzinging in her 
hands a naked ſwozd, ſo bzight, that it lokt like a tranſparent 
Te glaſs 
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rlaſs of fine Cyſtal ſet againſt the Hun, which ſhe ſceing 

ſtayed her ſelf. The Knight and the Lady went ſtraight to the 

Tent, But Friſton ſ&@ing them at firſt enter into the field, be⸗ 

gan to make his Confurations, not knowing who they were, 

noz to what end they came, noz never could know it, becauſe 

Don Belliavis had on the Emperoz Brandezar's Armour : and 

the ſage Bellona, which was the that was with him, carried the 

ſame Emperozs ſwozd 2: pet He ſtraight knew the effect of their 

coming, and believing to have no let in his intent, transfozmey 

himſelf into a moſt monſtrous ugly G2iffon, and went ſtraight 
to the Pꝛincels, and taking her by the Arms, would have gone 
away with her, but the Knight of the Baſilisks arrived ſo ſuds 

venly, that he had no time to do it, and with his ſwozd ſtriking 
at him, cut all his feathers, and wounded him on the ſhoulder, 
and the god \ſwozd not only wzought this, but alſo made the 
ſage Friſton foz to return to his natural fozm, falling p2eſently 
on the ground, bleeding apace 3 whom the enchanted Knights 
ſtraight tok and conveyed within the Tent. Don Bellianis 
ſtepping tothePzinceſs, ſaid, Faint not, Uſurpzeſs of anotherg 
heart, but animate pour ſelf, till pou be fred from him that ſg 
great harm would have done pou. The Pz2inceſs did ſ& with 
much amazement by the fear, that ſhe knew not in what wozld 
the was, the like hapned to the Infant Mattaroſa. But Don 
Bellianis being advertiſed of Bellona what he ſhould do, ſtept to 
the Tent , where he was aſſaulced by the four enchanter 
Knights, with ſuch hardineſs, that they put him in great ex- 
tremity, ko; though by dirtue of his [wozd their enchantment 
pzevailed not againſt him, pet were they very valiant and 
touragious. But the Pzince ſ&eing Himſelf befoze his Lady, 
and conſidering that to. be the firſt battel in her ſervice , ſo 
handled his adverſaries, cutting Armour, fleſh and all, himſelf 
fufkaining great labour, and the loſs of blood. The Pzincels 
trembled foz very. fear, thinking ſhe ſhould be put in danger 
again. The Infant Mattaroſa that was moze hardy, ſaid, What 
think you (fair Couſin ): of ponder night: Surely, J think it 
is he that J told you. of, foz by the device of his ſhield, and the 
repozt of him, J do not doubt it. Me ſhall now know it (replyed 
the Pzincels:) But let us intreat our Gods to free him from 


the 
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the danger he is in foz our ſakes.” And therewith loked to the 
fight, wherein the Knight had bzought his adverſaries to ſuch 
a paſs, that they-had almolt faln, whereupon there iſſued out of 
the Tent two mighty Gpants, that aſſaulted the Pzince, gi⸗ 
ving him ſuch blows that it made his head kiſs the Daddles 
pummel: but he with double fozce ( increaſed with rage) ſo be⸗ 
haved himſelf with them , that he thzew two of the Knights 
dead to the ground. And ſ&ing{ the battel ſo long endured, re- 
ſolved to enter within the Tent in deſpight of them, knowing 
that if he did, the fight would ceaſe, and the enchautment end. 
The Knights and the Gyants perceiving it, laid faſt hold on 
him, but he being of mighty aud unmatched fozce, maugre their 
power, went in with them, and with his ſwozd he gave ſo- hard 
a blow upon the ſteps, that he made a dark ſmoak like a thick 
milt aſcend upwards, which ſs blinded the beholders eyes, that 
they ſaw not one another. But by means of the ſaid Bellona it 
vaniſhed, there remaining no memozp of Tent noz adventure, 
ſave the two Knights that lay dead on the earth. Who were 
ang to ſet down the amazed admiration that everp one con- 
ceived ſ&ingc theſe ſtrange things? and they were in ſuch caſe 
as if that had been the fearful dap of dom: ſpecially the Sol- 
dan ſe&ing all that had hapned, who went to ſpeak unto the 
Knight that was already mounted upon his hozſe, | 


CHAP. LXIII. 


What the Knight of the Baſilisks paſs d, with the Soldan of B. 
bylon, after the battel, and with the Princeſs Florisbella, de- 
parting unknown, promiſing ſpeedily to return to ſerve her. 


1 Pꝛince Don Bellianis ſæing the adventure ended, ac⸗ 
co2ding to his deſire mounted on hozſe-back to depart, foz 
lo Bellona would have him do, but perceiving the Soldan 
coming toward him, he thought it diſcourteſie to part without 


ſpeaking, ſtaid, and ſeeing he was come nigh him, ſetting his 


yaud on his Saddle, alighted with admirable lightneſs, and 
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p2ofkrating himſelf, demanded his hand to kiſs. The Sold.n 
againſt all intreaties did dilmount, chewing the like conrte- 
fie that the Knight did, koz he was a P2ince abſolute in all 
Courtly behaviour, to whom the Soldan thus ſaid: J cannot 
compꝛehend the cauſe, excellent Knight, that having brought to 
end the greateſt and no leſs ſtrange Adventure hitherto ſeen, 
liberating us from ſuch danger, you ſhould depart, bereaving 
ns of your defined converſation, by ſo ſudden departure from 
our Court, which J would unwillinglp have you do, though poir 
were newly put in as great danger as the lalt pou undertook in 
our behalks, not withſtanding the Gods defend you 3 And farther A 
lap, ik at my requeſt you deny to do it, withſtanding my authozity, 
you ſhall be convicted by her, foz whoſe remedy our Jmmoztal 
Gods, J think, bzought you hither : where he imbzaced him with 
love, as the benefit received bound him to. Don Bellianis was 
ſkruck into ſuch amaze, that he knew not how to be reſolved, 
thinking if he did not obey the Soldan, the unkindnels would 
be greater than the ſervice he had done him: And on the other 
ſide, he conſidered that he might incur no leſs danger in d 
vering himſelf, not knowing Bellona's intent, in lo ge” 
him: but to ſalve all the beſt he might, made this reply, It doth 
not a little grieve me, moſt mighty Lozd, that J cannot do you 
the ſervice my heart deſires, becauſe it is not in my power, be- 
ing bzought by ponder Lady that you ſ#, without whoſe leave 


J may diſpole nothing: but binding my duty to your ſervice fo 


ever, as the Perſon that molt Honour on the Carth veſerveth. 
While they were thus talking the ſage Bellona came tp them, 
and with her the two ſole ercellencies of beauty, the Pzinceſs 
Florisbella and Mattaroſa, with ſuch rare bzightneſs , that it 
would obſcure the mid-day Hun in all his pzide, The above all 
faireſt, the Pyinceſs Florisbella , ſole divine perfection of an 
Earthly objec, came with ſuch gallant ſemblance, that no hu- 
mane heart could have been lo obdurate, but would have melt- 
ed at her ſight: ſhe was clad in a white Batten Gown, with a 
Petticoat of the ſame, all cut upon moſt rich cloth ok gold, and 
every cut tacked with a great Ozient Pearl, which were ke 
many, and lo well let, that they made ſo ſtringe. a wok, thats dh 
euriouſnels thereof could not be diſcerned .”- the Sleeves 
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long and large, hanging to the ground , cloſed with wire of 
maſſive gold, let with the lame Pearls, and lined with the ſame 
cloth of gold, hung out with many unvaluable Jewels; her 
Amber hair diſhevelled on her ſhoulders, hung backward, ga⸗ 
thered together behind her ears, upon which ſhe had a Cozonet 
garniſhed with Diamonds, Rubies, Daphires, and Pearls, of 
moze wo2th than that whole City, befoze-on her Carkanet pends 
ed a Carbunkle as big as two Walnuts, that yielded ſo much 
light as four. tozches burning in the dark. Her Go2get was ſo 
open, that plainly might be diſcerned the rare ercellency of the 
Creatoꝛ of all things, in the pure wonder of the Dun out-clear- 
ing whiteneſs of her Bzeaſt, adozned with ineſtimable Gems. 
And although ſhe came thus attired, moze beauty did glozifie 
her garments from the divine nature ok her face, than was her 
beauty graced by the. brightneſs of thoſe ſtones, ſuch ſole ſup2es 
macy did make her abſolute ; foz no artificial wozk could dimi⸗ 
niſh oz augment her favour. The ſtately paſſage of her kt no 
moze ſeemed to move them, than the gentle blaſt of the mild 
blowing wind. The Pzincels Mattaroſa was attired in that 
manner, whole perfection had no equal in the abſence ok her fair 
Coufin. In this manner arrived they where the Soldan was 
talking with the P2ince Don Bellianis, who ſeeing the excel- 
lency of his Lady, that far excelled the poztraiture of his ſhield, 
reſted ſo confounded with admiration, that His heart unable to 
reſiſt ſo fierce an aſſault, all covered with a cold ſweat, as if 
that were the laſt moment of his life, loſt his ſenſe, that had not 
the Soldan (who thought ſome moztal wound had cauſed it) held 
him faſt about the neck, he had fallen. to the ground, pet not⸗ 
withſtanding he was in; ſuch a trance, that he felt nothing that 
was done to. him. Whereat the Pzinceſs Florisbella being 
very lozrowful, ſtept to him to unlace his helm. But the Sage 
Bellona quickly running thither, cryed out ſhe ſhould not do it, 
aud imbzacing the Pzince ſaid, that every one heard: What is 
the matter, Knight, that in time when we moſt ned pour help, 
you ſhew ſuch weakneſs - the Pzince at theſe wozds recovered 
himſelf, and greatly aſhamed at the accident , replyed. You 
know, dear Lady, that A can do no otherwiſe, ſ&ing the hand 
of cruel death knocketh at my heart, unleſs J be yore 
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with pzefent remedy. Dur Immoztal Gods will not permit 
it Bir Knight ( ſaid Forisbella ) that we having received ſo abs 
ſolute remedy by the help of pour valourous arm, pour like 
ſhould be berekt pou, to depart ungratified koz pour dear me⸗ 
rits. Whereto he anſwered 3 

In all humble duty, lower than lowly earth, J kiſs pour 
beautious hands ( excellent P2inceſs ) koz the undeſerved favour 
of pour wo2ds, whole power hath only power to cure my de- 
caping life, deſpairing of all remedy and dear comfozt in the 
whole univerle, but by this. 


While they were thus talking, the Soldan knew Bellona, 


whom with great jop he imbzaced, ſe would have killed his 
and the Empzels hands, but the Soldan would not ſuffer it, 
Why have pou, dear friend, kept pour ſelf away ſo long time, 
not viſiting us ? foz A know no cauſe you had fo it, but now ſhall 
pou pay fo} all, not departing ſo eaſily as you think. And J 
pꝛap you tell us who this valourous Knight is that comes with 
pou 2 foz J am lure pou knew of our diſtreſs, ſeeing pou came 
in ſo great time of need, The wiſe woman made this reply, 
Pou ſap true (Dꝛead Lozd ) foz knowing your danger, and that 
ſurely pou had loſt the Pzinceſs pour daughter, J undertok 
this journey, impoſing lo great danger upon this Bnight, as 
he underwent by our coming: And believe me, his equal lives 
not this dap in the Wozld, and without him my coming had 
been in vain: and Hitherto A did not viſit you becauſe you had 
noned of me. J believe it, replyed the Soldan, and now that 
our jop may be compleat , pzay make this Knight unlace his 
Pelm, and remain here ſome few days, fo2 it would greatly 
ver me if ſuch a Knight ſhould go from our Court unknown, 
This muſt be pardoned (ſaid ſhe ) fo2 he muſt depart unknown, 
and therefo:e do not impoztune him about it, fo2 it cannot be 


otherwiſe. Pereupon they went where the two Pzincefles Flo- 


risbella and Mattroſa were chatting with Don Bellianis , ins 
treating him to put off his Melm. Mhereupon the Soldan ſaid, 
It you obtain no moze than hitherto pon have done of this Knight, 
JI believe he will depart unknown, Me will not ſo much wzong 
us ( laid the P2inceſs ) unleſs he will have us make little ac⸗ 
count ok his aid we received. And ſing he ſaith he _—_ 
What 
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what this Lady doth command him, J hope ſhe will not leave 
us lo unſatisfied in recompence of her long abſence. J do be- 
ſech your cxcellency ( ſaid Bellona) not to ver pour ſelf: foz 4 
aſſure you if he now diſcover himlelk, it will coſt him no leſs 
than his life, in lieu of the pleaſure he ſhould do pou therein, 
And let this ſuffice, which accozding to our power we have 
done, But pet in reſpect of this diſpleaſure, J do certifie you 
that pour couſin the Pzinceſs Aurora is well (though ſozrowful 
wanting your company ) the we left in Perſia , with the Ladies 
you lent to ſeek her, and thither muſt we go ſhoztly. This hath 
greatly comfozted me ( ſaid ſhe ) pet reſt not altogether ſatisfied, 
wanting the effect of this my deſire. J cannot expꝛels the op- 
mellion of my grieved heart ( moſt excellent and ſupzeam Lady) 
laid Don Bellianis, to have fo poked the liberty of my condition 
to a ſtrangers power, that J cannot now, though it were with - 
the certain danger of mp life, ſatisfie the dear obedience of your 
high command: foz J have ſo tyed my ſelf to anothers will, that 
J muſt not do moze than what this Lady here ſhall appoint me. 
But J do pꝛoteſt and pꝛomiſe pon by our high Immoztal 
Gods (having freed my liberty) to return with all ſpeed to ſerve. 
you, and the Soldan your Father, whence J will not part, but 
by pour command; In token whereof, J do beſeech you accept 
this Ring, which coſt me no little labour, with abundant loſs - 
of my bled to obtain it. Mherewith pou (hall be ſafe and ſure 
of any luch atcident as this laſt. And taking off his Gantlets 
diſcovered the Alebaſter whiteneſs of his hands. The Pzincels 
heart was ſomewhat abaſhed, adding moze beauty to her beau- 
ty, by the roſeat tincture of a vermillion bluſh , not knowing 
whether ſhe ſhould take the King which the Knight pzeſented 
her, thinking ſhe ſhould thereby do him a greater favour than 
he would : which the Jnfant Mattaroſa perceiving , being 
greatly ſatisfied with the Knights behaviour , laid unto her. 
What doth your Mighnels doubt + why do you not accept the 
pecious gikt of this valourous Knight © would pou les us 
every day in like danger » which if pou deſire, J aſſure you we 
ſhall not every day have ſo god help : kon though J fuſfained - 
ſome peril pet was there none that kuccoured me. Receive 
this gift, Daughter, laid the Soldan, fox it is no [mall thing — 
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keep the pledge of ſo valiant a Enight. All this while the dil⸗ 
creet P2inceſs, holding down her eyes, gazing on Don Bcllianis 
hand, thinking wich her lelf, that if His face, with the diſpoſts 
tion of his body did agree with it, the whole wo2ld could not 
aftozd a gallanter oz better Knight, of whoſe valour ſhe was a 
ſufficient witneſs. And ſ&ing her Image in his ſhield, imagin⸗ 
ed this was the Knight whoſe p2aiſes her Couſin had fo inho- 
led. Mhereupon the ſubtil God of Love on a ſudden tok his 
tributary duties by the poſſeſſion ok her heart, and with ſuch a 
violent ſtroke penetrated it, that having no defenſive p2of, 
no2 the ſhield of reaſon to withſtand it, but unp2zovided, allault⸗ 
cd by his ſubtilty, pielded at the firſt encounter, reſting ſo van- 
quiſhed, that ſhe never had the power to recover the fo2mer 
liberty of her heart, And the moze ſhe thought on him, the moze 
he enſnared her ſelf. as the Diſcourſe of the p2eſent Bok 
menttoneth ; koz no ſmall tozments this ſtrange ſight-of Don 
Bellianis cauled in her, and with a ſudden joy conceived by ber 
thoughts, dying her beauty to make it moze fair, with the colour 
of an ozient Nuby. Firft thinking that her Fathers command, 
and her Couſins perſwaſions, were ſufficient Armour to ſhiely 
her from after ſequent ſcandal, with lowly courteſie on both 
parts ſhe tok the Ring, ſaping, A do receive (Dir Knight) this 
p2eſent at pour hands, leſt it be ſaid, J do deny the gratefulneſs 
A owe foz the god turn you did, and taking poſſeſſion of this 
which is the leaſt, you ſhall remain bound to that which is the 
moſt, J mean pour ſpedy return to attend the Soldan my d2ead 
Soveraign: and becauſe pou ſhall not fozget it, J will keep this 
as a pledge left me by you, as alſo in rememb2ance of her that 
againſt my will leadeth pon away, befoze you have received 
any ſign of guardon of my fatherzyet befoze pou go, J p2ay you let 
us know the dangerous deceit we had like to fall in. J do moſt 
humbly beſeech pou ( ſole pꝛeſident of divine excetlency, ſaid Don 
Bellianis) to let me kiſs the wonder of pour hands, that J may 
thereby enjoy the fruition of fo high a favour as pou have done, 
in the acceptance of ſo ſmall a gikt ot ſo mean a Knight as J am, 
in reſpec of pour Yighneſs, again pzomiſing my return ſhall be 
ſo ſhoztly, as the obedience of pour command requireth, unleſs 
my hopes be fruſtrated by death: and turning to Bellona, en⸗ 
treated 
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freated her, leeing ſhe knew the beginning and end of that Ad⸗ 
venture, (he would fully ſattefie the Pzinceſs therein. Which 
ſhe did, in manner already bet down, And having done, craved 
leave to depart, and ſo kiſſing the Soldan's hand, and the Em⸗ 
pꝛels Silviana's, bad them andthe P2tnceſſes farewel, 

Don Bollianis did the like, with ſuch grief (as any in his caſe 
map'imagine) leaving his heart with the Pzincels, and fox it 
carrying away hers, The Pzincels Mattaroſa pleaſantly ſaid 
thus unto the P2ince, J do believe Dir Knight, that the Sage 
Bellona hath ſo maſter'd you, that you ſpeak not but when it 
pleaſeth her: and if it be lo, tell it me; foz J p2eſume to obtain 
leave of her, fo2 your tongue to play. Don B:llianiz that thzough 
his great amazement had not ſcen her, but ſ&ing her, replied, 
This hath not been the cauſe of my ſilent overſight, ( courteous 
and pleaſant Lady ) but the imaginations of the ſight there 
ſen, which with my ſudden departure hath ſo increaſed mp ad⸗ 
miration, and fo intrapt me in mine own thoughts, that they 
have luffer'd me not to regard the deſerved merits of pour woz⸗ 
thy perſon, robbing the power of mp lpeech, to confound me mo2e 
in the deep conſideration of my hearts ſubjeckion. Then belike 
the fault is very little ( anſwered ſhe) by the ſpeedy redꝛelling of 
our dauger, wearing ſo god an armour as that. The pzeſent 
blindneſs (dear Lady, ſaid he) is better to pzeſerve my ſight, 
At your return, you ſhall explain me this, ( ſaid ſhe ) fo2 now A 
do not underſtand it, Mhereupon the bzave P2ince Don Belli- 
anis mounted on hozſe-back, not ſetting his fot in the ſtirrop, as 
was his cuſtom, and very gallantly managing him, he made him 
bend his knees unto the earth; and bending down his own head 
in ſign ok his duty, departed in manner as he came, with uns 
ſpeakable jop, to have ſo happily finiſhed that Adventure befo2e 
his Lady, to his immoztal glozp, which were it not temper'd 
with grief of his departure, it had been enough to kill him. 
But here we leave him, till further accivents ſhall refreſh his 
temembzance. 


E ' CHAP. 
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CH AP.  XLIV. 
What the Princeſs Florisbela did, after the Knight. of the gol. 
den Image was departed. Of her laments and conference 
with the Infant Matitaroſa her Couſin, 

He Pzinceſs Florisbella remained ſo amazed with the ſud⸗ 
* den departure of the new Lover, that lo quickly had made 
a p2ep of her tender heart, that all her imaginations were on 
nought but Don Bellianis , and till he went clean out of the 
field, ſhe accompanied him with her ſight, ſo ſtedfaſtly firing 
her eyes afcer him, that had not her Couſin called Her away, tg 
follow the Soldan and Cmp2eſs that were returning to the 
Court, there ſhe had ſaid, kozgetkul of Her (elf. The Infant 
Mattaroſa ſaid unto her by the way, what ſay you (fair Couſin) 
to the great Knight # did pou ever ſe in all pour life a man of 
mo2e valour - And truſt me, A think it is he J told you ok a lit⸗ 
tle bekoze His coming: J greatly deſire to ſee the fairneſs ok his 
complexion , whether it accozded with the conſtitution ok his 
body, and gallant behaviour. AJ know not what J ſhould lap (re- 
plied the P2inceſs) foz he hath ſeemed ſo well in my eycs, and 
though his valour hath fred me from the danger that yon ſaw, 
great is his pzeſumption notwichſtanding, to bear my Picture 
about the wozlo with him, and his diſcourteſie is no lels, to de⸗ 
part unknown to the Soldan my Father, and nothing reſpecting 
our intreaties, leaving me fo diſcontented, and J had not taken 
his Ring, had not my Father commanded, and pon perſwaded to 
if, Pou have no reaſon to blame him koz it (ſaid her Couſin) fo 
he could do no otherwiſe, being bound unto the contrary by that 
Sage Bcll:na, and X know not what Pyinceſs oz greater Lady 
would have refuſed ſo dear a ſervice as this Knight offer*d you 
ſo Uberally, which pou ſemed to accept molt inwilltanty, Speak 
not of it anſwered the Pꝛincele) koz J had like to have ſhewed 
my {elf as unchankkul in taking ft, as he diſcourteous in not 
doing what J entreated him. But ik he return he ſhall know the 
diſcontent he did me. Aſſure pou, (ſaid her pleaſant Couſin) ik he 
would be mp Knight, J would not hammer on theſe doubts, 

Ik he returns he ſhall be (antwered the Pzincecs) J will pield 
unte it (laid che Inkant) ik pon obrain it without ſuch ceremony 
a pot make. It map be J ſhall at his return (the Pꝛincels made 
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anſwer ) and therekoze reſt contented, J perceived no ſuch intent 
in him ( replied the Infant, ) In fuch like diſcourſe went they 
with the Soldan and Cmpaeſs till they arrived at the Palace, 
where the P2inceſs, ſaying the felt her (elf diſtemper'd, let. her 
Couſin and her Lavies, withdzawing alone unto her chamber, to 
conſider at moe leiſure of him that ſo dilplealed her: and ſhut- 
ting the do2 after her, with a penſive heart unable to reſiſt her 
paſlions, the caſt her ſelf upon her bed, and wich tears trickling 
down her cheeks, with ſighs that interrupted the clear paſſage 


of her pech, ſhe laid with a ſoft voice, © unhappy Pzinceſs 


Florisbella, what unlucky hour was that wherein thou didſt go 
to ſee that curſed Adventure, that hath been the cauſe of theſe 
thy tozments and anguiſh of heart, making the hereafter bond- 
flave to grief, and in the end gain thy freedom by death: Ah de⸗ 
ceitful Ladies, fatal was the moment, wherein J granted you 
the bon you craved, to gain foz my god will ſs many pains, 


O lage Bellona, if from one danger you have liberated me, in a 


greater pou Have intrapped me. And J do beſeech the Gods to 
terminate theſe woes with my untimely death. Foz what 
avails it me, to be Tommandzels over ſo many Bings, Pzinces, 
Lozds and Signiozies, ik the fatal deſtinies of my unhappy 
chance have tied the liberty of my heart unto a Knight un- 
known, of whom J ſaw but armour and his hozſle, neither know 
J what he is, denying to diſcover his face. O immo2tal Gods, 
if this ye have ozder'd in the heavenly Spnod of pour decrees, 
why did pe not alſo ſummon me to appear befo2e your celeſtial 
thiones, to hear pour cruel ſentence given againſt me?: But 


what ſay J, dilgraced, that Jam? Foz it maybe, that Knight is 


one of our Gods. Foz who could elle have had the power to ds 
what he did tn ſuch a ſhozt time, and ſo enthzal the quiet peace 
of my heart O Pzince, how have the Gods revenged thee, 
becauſe J never regarded thy high merits, puniſhing my con- 
tempt by that Knight that would not ſhew me his face, whom 
peradventure you may be he, that would not diſcloſe pour lelk, 
being diſpleaſed by mp Father 2 but ah me, thou art not he, foz 
thy woꝛds never ſo penetrated my heart,no2 the ſage Bellona (thy 
great enemy, by reaſon of Her Couſin the Pꝛincels Aurora) had 
not bzought thee in her company. _—_— me, diſtreſſed ſon]. be it 
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as it will, only J muſt languiſh in perpetual tozments, any 
in the end hope koz no remedy ok any. 

While the Pꝛincels thus complained, her Couſin Mattaraſa, 
that by her ſudden withdzawing, did ſuſpect what it might be, 
that came though a ſecret do2 where ſhe war, and ſtaid to overs 
hear her, but could underſtand nothing what ſhe ſaid, and great⸗ 
ly wondzing at this novelty, ſhe wentaway, and came to her 
chamber do; and knocked, which awaked the Pzincels out of her 
lament, who d2ping her eyes, ozder'd Her ſelf the beſt che could, 
open d the dez and let her in; but her Couſi n, ſee ing her in that caſe, 
diſſembled what ſhe thought, and laid, How now Couſin-doth the 
fcar of the laſt Adventure laſt ſo long that it ſo troubles pou; oz 
is it becauſe pou did no moze god therein than J oz is it the dil⸗ 
content pou conceived of the diſcourteous Knight 2 if che laſt, tell 
me it, and we will pzocure him to redꝛels the wiong. The Pzin⸗ 
cels covering her face, with a bluſh like the mozning Dun riſing 
in the Galt, anſwered, Do not put me in moze danger than there 
was in the laſt dear Couſia for you make me think pou know the 
Bnight, and to imagine that by pour means Jam ſnared in the 
deceit of ponder inchantment. In this manner paſs'd theſe La- 
dies many days,diſcourſing on nothing but the dxds of the Knight 
of the Baſilisks, foy ſo they called him, by reaſon of the armour 
he did wear, and the Pzinceſs Florisbella every day with long⸗ 
ing deſire expecting his return, fill continued in her uſual la⸗ 
ments, wherein her Couſin one day taking her, would needs know 
the cauſe of them, which ſhe by great impoꝛtunitp declared, 
which was no ſmall comkozt to her afcer woes. But here we 
leave them till their thme, with the Soldan, greatly doubting 
whether this was the Pꝛince of Perſii, which he conficm*d to be, 
becauſe he would not diſcover himſelf : but his Lo2ds perſwaded 
him to the contrary, ſaying, This Knight better became his ar- 
mour than he. But now the ſtozp turns unto the Pzince Bri- 
anel, whom we lekt in his tourney towards Antioch. 

CHAP. XLV. 
What Don Brianel did after he was gone from Bollera, and how. 
he was informed of the ſtate of Antioch. 
V Ith great deſics to pꝛocure the god ſucceſs ok his La⸗ 
V dies command, departed Dan Brianel to Antioch, 


thinking 
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thinking that to effec ſo weighty a matter as that, his foundrti⸗ 
on was weak. But continuing his voyage,meeting with no Ad⸗ 
venture wozthy the rehearſal, at length arrived at a City no” 
above 12 miles from Antioch, called Mir:ana, where he reſoly- 
ed to Tap, and learn the ſtate of the Kingdom. And alighting a 
a houſe of god credit, was very well entertained by the owner of 
the houſe, that was one of the beſt Knights in that Countrep: 
ſo lupper ended, diſcourſing alone with him of divers matters, 
he demanded who was King of that Countrey, being then trou- 
bled with civil mutinies the Yoſt with tears in his eyes. thus 
au[wered, Pou ſhall know (Dir Knight) that after the King Pom- 
peiano, our Sovereign, was lain, by the men of the Perſian Dol- 
dan, a kinlman of his, called Don Gallanceo, became our King, 
who governed us in peace, maintaining law and juſtice, with all 
upzightnels: but ſince, we have underſtod he was ſlain at Per- 
ſepolis, by ſome of the ſame Soldan's ſubiects, and in whoſe ab⸗ 
ſence there govern'd us as Uiceroy, a noble man named D 
martino, who with great wiſdom and diſcretion, kept us in quiet 
conco2d,. till a Bꝛother ok the King of Phrygia, by name the kear⸗ 
ful Tramolcano, knowing that in revenge of the death of Don 
Gallaneo of Antioch, the Bing of Cyprus, with two moze bzethzen 
of his, were flain in Perliz, calling us traitozs and rebels, with a 
great power came upon us, and ſeduced the Tountrep; Curiano, 
which is a great Lozd in his Countrep, tok our Governour, ſay- 
ing he would have rcbelled with the Land, and hath impziſoned 
him in a Caſtle, taking poſſeſſion of the whole Kingdom, ſaying, 
Don Gallaneo hath no nigher Ally than he, and ſo executech 
daily ſuch tyzannies on the afflicted people, that we deſüre rather 
to die than live. This, Sir, is the truth of pour demand. But tell 
me, laid Don Brianel, left pour Bing Pompeiano no iſſue 
to inherit his Kingdom after him 2 Ye did, replied his YoR, one 
daughter called the Pzinceſs Aurora, whom we think to be dead, 
foz we have never ſince heard of her. But if ſhe be not dead, ſain 
Don Brianel, and coming hither, will you not receive her 2 Me 
will all die in her behalf, replied he; but theſe traitozs are ſo 
ſtrongly foztified, that we ſhould hardly effect any god, unleſs 
there were ſome to encourage the people of the Countrey, and 
foz this none better than the Governour Damartino, but that his 
im⸗ 
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impꝛiſonment fozvids it fox ever. Js his Guard fo great ( ſaiy 
Don Brianel ) that pou think he map not be liberated + The 
Guard ( replied he) is not ſo great, but that the City is ſo nigh 
to the Caſtle, that upon giving of the watch- wozd 30coo men 
would arm themſelves, And in the Calle there is a Pine that 
reached to the King Tramolcano's Palace, Yow know yo 
this, ſaid Don Brianel? becauſe pou ſeem a man on whom J may 
repoſe greater truſk. A will tell pon (anſwered the Yoſt) J was 
Lieutenant of the Caſtle, under Damartino 3 years, and then 
knew JI it, and that way J went often to ſpeak with him, which 
makes me the moze pity his impziſonment. Don Briancl liked 
well of his Poſts wozds, and perceiving he wiſhed well to the 
affairs of the Pzinceſs Aurora, ſaid, Can pou tell me how J 
might go into that Pine to get within the Caſtle » J do, replied 
be 3 but what doth it concern pou, that pou'l undertake ſo dan⸗ 
gerdus an enterp2ize 2 Jam his nigh Ally, replted Don Briancl, 
and would willingly hazard my ſelf to gain his liberty. Al⸗ 
though it leems impoſſible to ſcape with like in this enterpzile, 
laid the Hoſt, becauſe there is within a Couſin of the Gpants, with 
10 Knights, J will notwithſtanding do it, and help herein while 
live; and will go with pou to mozrow to Anticch, being an 
honour to loſe my life in company of ſuch a Knight. Don Bria- 
nel thanked him, p2omiling that if their enterpziſe had nod 
ſucceſs, his pains ſhould be well quitted. The deds bzing with 
them their recompence, laid the Poſt; and moze than this J am 
bound to bo foy Damartino. The next mo2ning ſaying that he 
mult go about certain affairs to Antioch, clad himſelf all in ar- 
mour. Fo? though he was poꝛ, yet was he one of the valiantef 
Knights of that Conntrey, all his life trained up in chivalrous 
deſigns, Which Don Brianel ſ&ing wondzed at it, knowing 
he was a Bnight, and ſo departed toward Antioch, 
CHAT. XII. 
What Don Brianel, Palineo of the venture did, arriving at An- 
tioch, and the danger they were in. 
V Ith intention afozeſaid,travelled theſe two Bnights, till 
they came within light of the City of Ant ioch, which was 
one of the beſt and well peopled Cities of the wo2ld, fo2 there 
was within a 100000 great houſholds. Don Brianel highly ads 
| mir'd 
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mir'd the Turrets and Towers ok the lame, which were number⸗ 
leſs, and the Dun reverberating on them made the City ſeem of a 
burning flame. Uhat think you Dir, ok this noble City, demand⸗ 
ed the Hoſt? Mell, replied Don Briane), ko: J have not ſen a 
fairer one, and that better contented me, Not without reaſon 
did you ſay (o,laid the Poſt, fo2 A aſſure pou, there are but 3 fairer 
at this p2elent, which are Babylon, Memphis, and Conlianti- 
nople, which notwichſtanding ſcant in fairneſs equal this, J 
pꝛap you tell me pour name, ſaid Don Brianel, fo2 J greatly de⸗ 
ſire to know it, ling we ſhall be better acquainted hereafter, 
My name is (ſaid he) Palineo of the Venture; and ſcing this o: 
caſion requires it, J would gladly know yours, befoze we come 
to Antioch, Jam called the adventurous Knight, replied Don 
Brianel, and do belieye yon never heard me named, having ne- 
ver travelled this way befoze. A have no doubt of it, replied Pa- 
lineo, but pou muſt now change that name here, fo? it is ſaid, a 
Knight ſo called was pzeſent at the King ok Cyprus death. 
Thus went they till they met a Unight ſoze wounded going in 
great haſte, Don Brianel taping him, demanded the cauſe of his 
haſty journey in that manner. You ſhall know Dir, replied tle 


Knight, that the Count Gariano to ererciſe his Knights, onder d. 


yeſterday a Tony of t oog on each ſide, lo many of his againſt 
the like number of the fierce King Tramolcano's, which on 
either part was begun this day verp blody; but in the mean time 
entring therein, 2 ok the Kings Couſins have made ſuch a maſla⸗ 


cre of the Counts Bnights, that none dare confront them, and my 


ſelf being wounded, as you ſ#, am thus going to be cured in a 


Caſtle not far from hence, and ſo paſs'd away. What were beft to 


do, Sir Palineo, demanded Don Brianel? that we go to the joults, 
anſwered he, and there we ſhall ſ& what we have to do. And 
thus relolved, arrived at the Tilt-yard, where but 500. of the 
Counts Bnights were left, and lo wounded, that they could no 
longer withitand the adverſaries, by reaſon of the cruel ſtrokes 
of the Kings Coufins : which Don Brianel perceiving,and his va- 
liant heart abhozring to be ſo idle, (aid to Palineo, let us ſuc- 
cour thele almoſt vanquiſhed, Be it lo, replied he, Mhereupon 
touching their Lances, entered the Lifts.and at the firſt encounter, 


overtz:ew two of the Gyants Knights;aud Don Brianel befoze his 
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Lance brake, unhozſed moze than ſix, Palinco with a loud voice 
trycd out thus, Courage, courage, Bnights of Antioch, aud ſhew 
the valeur of pour minds, leſt now pe be reputed vanquithed, 
which never hitherto hapned: who embolden'd with this ſpeech, 
ling the haugchty devs of Don Erianel, couragiouſly renewed 
the bloody gkirmiſh, The two Gyants ſeeing that povelty in the 
Citys Kuights,. and how the Pzince Don Briancl like a blady 
Dꝛagon perſecuted their men, did both together aſlail him; but 
he that in greater perils had been in, awaited them couracciouſ- 
ly, well covered with his ſhield, and they arriving oth at one 
time with their flicing SDemiters, diſcharged two micchry blows 
at him: but Don Brianel ſpurred up his hozſe within them, that 
the blows lighted not full on him; pet his ſhield was cleft 
alunder, and he wounded one with a mighty thzuſt, that the ſwozd 
appeared at his back, falling dead to the ground. And ſcring 
another. furious blow from the other Gyant deſcending on his 
head, being deſtitute of a ſhield, croſt the Semiter with his 
lwozd, being ok a better temper than the Gyants, it cut it in two, 
and ſtraight he ſtruck the Gyant on his arm, that it fell from his 
ſhoulder to the earth, who ſeeing himſelf maimed of his limlg, 
turned his hozſe, and roaring fled away. None can erp2eſs the 
grief and rage of Tramolcano, to [ one Couſin flain, and the 
other wounded to death; thereupon calling out his men, to take 
that Knight-that had committed ſo great Treaſon : whereat 
many incompaſled -Don Brianel , wherefoze Palinco went to 
help him, amazed at his haughty deeds. The Count Gariano's 
men b2avely defended him, yet had he remained p2iſoner (fo the 
teviliſh Tramolcano deſcended with all His men) had not Pa- 
linco that fozeſaw the danger, pluckt him by the arm, and ſaid 
to him, Follow me (Dir Bnight) if you will ſave pour like; foz it 
will be reputed no leſs valour to fave it thus, than by ſtaping 
to deffroy all this company, Don Brianel allowing his counſel, 
rein d his hozfe backward, and went away in deſpight of them 
all that lokedafter him. So ſon as the Bing was come down 
fcom his window, the Tournp was parted, and he commanded of 
thoſe . and other Knights above 4000 to follow the murderers 
(as he called them) of his Couſins, and dead oz alive they Gould 
bzing them to him: and taking with him the dead bodies ok his 


flain 


0 
h 
f 
J 
| 
| 
fk 
|} 


Gy ow WO WY SC. 


W & UM 


The Honor of Chivalry, 125 
flain Couſins, returned to his Palace to arm himſelf, minding 
in perſon to follow the ſearch t all which was but in vain, foz Pa- 
lineo knowing all thoſe waps, voks, & lanes that were there⸗ 
about, iſ ucd out of the city, in ſight of all the Knights, ſpurring 
without lingring till they came into a little grove, & turning 
on the right Hand entred into a garden, unſeen of any, and paſ- 
ſed by the further ſide thereof, unto a houſe were ſhepherds in 
ſtozmy weather wichdzew themſelves, and there ſtayed. Don 

Briancl ſaid, (ſeeing they were not ſeen of any) Let ts light here 

if you pleaſe, that our hozſes may reſt, aud ſrom Fence we may 

well ſee if any follow us. Where lokirg from a lofty mouns 
tain, and elpping none, diſmounted from their hozſes, and put 
them in a ſtalle that was there, giving them hay and pꝛoven⸗ 
der they found there. And with great jop of their god fucceſs 
diſcourſed ok their late Adventure, greatly pleaſed with the 
death of thoſe two Gyants, who Palieo laid, committed great 
dutrages in that Land. J hope (ſaid Don Brianel) we ſhall cafily 
enter the Caſtle, Pardly ſhall we do it ( replyed Palineo ) pet 
we will try it, ſeeing we are come to that cffect. In the mean 
time, it were god we had ſomewhat to ſupper. It were not as 
miſs (replycd Don Erianel) if our pꝛoviſion were better. Leave 
that to me, (aid Palineo, ſo ſen as it is night J defire to ſ what 
is done in the Palace, the letter to ozder our affairs. And fo 
expected the approach ok night foz their enſuing actions. 

CHAP, XLVII. 

What Don Brianel and Palineo did going out of the City .of 
Antioch, how they centred the Mine, and their fight within the 
Caſtle, about the liberty of Damartino. 

T Ve dark night being come ſo obſcure as they wicht, Pali- 
neo unarm'd hiniſclf, and leaving Don Brianck behind, put 

on a cloke he found in the houfe, which the dap be foze a ſhepherd 

had left there, x muffling his face went to the City, where taken 
foz a ſhepherd he paſſed unknown, till he ceme to the Kings 

Palace, where he found many armed Kts. that turn'd from the 

learch, among whom was the King himſelf, mad with anger. that 

be could not hear of the two Knigh s that flew hie Couſm:among 
this trop had Palineo occaſion to go in, & ſo went to the g ines 

mouth, the doz was ſhut, & king whether it mighe be 3 
9 e 


226 Don Bellianis of Greece, or 


be found the lock very weak, foz the dez was only uſed to be 
ſhut. becauſe that ſecret might not be diſcovered. And ſo re; 
turned to the City, and bzought ſome victual foz himſelf and 
his companion, wherewith he came to Don Brianel at almoſt. 
10 a clock, and with a god ſtomack they ſupt, having eaten no- 
thing ſince they came from Miriana, and having done, Palineg 
ſaid, Let us ve gone, fo2 if we ſtay longer the Ring and the 
Count may have ſupt, and ſo we be lockt out of the Palace, 
But what ſhall we do with our holes: ſaid Don Brianel; fo; 3 
would not loſe mine, becauſe this city cannot aftozd one ſo god. 
If (replyed Palineo) we dye in this enterpziſe we ſhall not need 
our hoſes; but if we eſcape, liberating acro2ding to our defire 
our friend Damartino, the matter will be leſs in loſing them, 
Don Brianel replying never a wozd, armed himſelf, and carry, 
ing his helm in his hand put on the ſhepherds cloak, which 
Palinco had befoze wozn, who laid unto him, You paſs me in 
diſccuiſing pour ſelf, incurring no lels danger than J do; koz if 
with the many lights J be known by mine Armour in the 
Palace, you are like to ſuffer with me. But what ſhall we do 
(ſaid Don Brianel ? ) Here we can do no otherwiſe, replyed he, 
but in the City we may better ſhift.. And being come thither, 
by the way they met two oz th2ee Pages, Palineo ſtepped to one 
and tok him by the cloak, made-ſhew of dzawing his lwozd, the 
aflrighted Page left it, and got away, crying out they would 
murder him: but Palineo calling Don Brianel, croft another 
way, becauſe he would not be ſeen's Don Brianel could not ſtand 
fo laughing, to. le what device Palineo Had to get a cloak. 


Uhat ſay you to this ſaid Palineo, he that Hath nothing muſt 


thift to get it with little labour. Jt was well done, ſaid Don 
Brianel, and the quickneſs you. perkozmed it wich, makes me 
think you have not a few times uſed it. Pou lap true, ſaid Pali- 
neo,. foz ſometimes thzough neceſlitp, J have helped my ſelf 
with the like devices, which is nothing 3 foz in need this cleak 
was as much mine as his that woze it, and perchance moze two. 

In this manner arrived they at laft in the Palace ( after the 
clock had truck 12) where the Bing was pet at ſupper, mgt- 
ing with the Captain of the Kings guard, thinking they belong- 
ed ta the Count, demanded whence at that time thep came? 


They 
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They replyed, we came from ſ&king thoſe nights the King our 
ſoveraign commanded to be bzought unto him, and not finding 
them, we returned to unarm our ſelves. Do they paſt till they 
came to the Mine, ſeing none by, open'd the lock and went in, 
chaining the do; faſt on the inſide, and feeling with their hands 
went along, and by the way Palineo ſaid, It behoves us to con⸗ 
ſider how we ſhall bchave our ſelves, though you excell in va- 
lour all thoſe that wear armour, pet it is not amiſs to avoid all 
danger, therekoze let us go ſoftly, foz it map be we ſhall free 
Damartino without blow of ſwo;d oz lance. J would we were 
within, ſaid Don Brianel, and fo2 the reſt it would not be much 
we ſhould do thzough pour god policy. At length they came to 
the doz on the farther ſide, that went into the Caſtle, paſſing. 
it Palineo ſhut it faſt, that none might deſcry them that wap, 
and giving one another a watch-wozd to know themſelves in 
any danger befalling them, groping with their hands, thep 
came to the place where Palineo knew the p2iſon was, which 
they found ſure locked; Don Brianel grieved, thinking they 
ſhould not do as they would: but Palinco ſaid , Courage, Dir 
Knight, we will find means to open this dor: And if not (re⸗ 
plyed Don Brianel ) our ſwo2ds ſhall break it open. Palineo an- 
lwered, Pou ſay well, therefoze let us ſoftly go to the Caſtle 
gate, that none hear us, and make it ſure, that neither by one oz 
other (if we p2evail) aup map bear the news: and going-thither 
Palinco twk a handfull of earth and caſt in the locks th2ough- the 
key-holes , that it was impoſſible without b2eaking to open 
them. I have learn'dmote of pou ( ſaid Don Briancl ) in ene day 
than ere my Tuto2s taught me in ten pears. It might be ( an- 
ſwered Palinco ) they were never in ſuch dangers as J, and 
could not teach you that which by experience is learned. Bp 
this time they were Heard by one of the ſervants of the Caſtle, 
who perceiving they were not of the Court of guard, ran to the 
Gyant, crying, the ſtangers were within, the amazed Gpant 
leapt out of bed and armed himſelf, while the man cryed, Arm, 
Arm, the Caſtle is ſurpziled: whereupon above ten Knights 
that were within were fcared out of their beds: which the two 
Bnights ſeeing, Palinco ſaid, Follow me Pnight, befoze thele 
unite themlelves. Pet koz all their haſt chere appeared many 
G g 2 a buru⸗ 
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burning tozches, by the light they ſaw the fearful Gpant coming, 
with a mighty mace in his hands. Another way came there 6 
Knichts all ready armed. Don Brianel required Palineo to aſſault 


the Knights,while he withtod the Giant, who if he had thought 


them to be but 2 alone, had not armed him, and ratüng his 
heavy Pace, would have diſcharg'd it on his adverſary,but ſtepping 
aſide made him loſe his blow, and wanting his chile ld, hoiſted 
aloft his ſwozd with both hands, and grounded it with mighty 
foxce upon the Gyants head, whereon he weze a b2aſen Scull, 
which being cut made him a little wound. The Gpant not 
regarding the blow. would have pul'd him to him, but Don Briarel 
ſeeing death befoze his eyes ik the Mace tok him full, fraight 
caſt himſelf upon him, and with much ado wiung it out of the 
pants hands, but he tok Don Brianel between his arms, 
thinking to ſtifle him, yet he with a valtant heart dzew his 
dagger, and ſtuck it to the hilt twice oz thyice in the Gpants bzeaff, 
who feeling himſclf deadly wounded, let him go, d2awing out 
d Curtleax that hung by his five; and with it ſtrok Don Brianel, 
which he ſpying come right to his head, ſtarted aſide, pet foz all 
that it cut the Helm quite down on the one ſide, and defcending 
lower, parted his Armour, wounding him. lozely on the ſide, 
pet not dangerouſly. Don Brianel with one blow rok at his 
leg, which that Gpant foy haſt Having not armed was clean 
cut off, making him fall to the ground like a Tower, roaring 
like a Lyon, in ſhozt time he pielded up his ſoul to him that 
through his evil deeds did long expect it. Mhich done, Don 
Brianel went to help Palineo that was in a fierce combat with 
the Ats. ok the Caſtle, which were all there; among whom he 
ſhewed the bzave courage ok his mind, and had ſlain already 4, 
and with the reſt ( though with danger) he behaved himſelf very 
bꝛavelp, which greailp contented Don Brianel that loked on, 
thinking it no time to be idle, valiantly aſſaulted the Ruights, 
felling 2 dead at 2 blows, and not loag after, the reſt.not able 


to ſuffer his moꝛtal blows, fled down towards the Caſtle gate, 


where the P62ter trying to open it, to call fe help, but all his 
labour was in vain, which the Knights ſeing, returned again 
to their adverſaries, where quickly they fell brcathle(s at their 
fat, with all the reſt of the kozces, leaving none of the Gyan:s 
company alive in the Caſtle, This 
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This diſpatcht , theſe 2 bzave warriours ſearched gbout the 
Caſtle to ſ& if any were hid, but finding none, Don Briancl 
laid; We have done ill not ſaving one, to do what we would, 
and ſerve us at our ned. Grieve not hereat, replyed Palineo, 
ko we Have no ſuch buſineſs, no2 ned moze ſervice than A can 
do, being not ie deeply wounded, that we ſhould require any 
ſich help. Pou ſap well, anſwered Don Briancl,- but unleſs 7 
be decetved, pou are ſozely wounded, and my ſelf am in like caſe, 
and befoze we loſe moze blod, let us ſet Damartino at liberty, 
Be ic ſo replped Palineo, and ſo tok the keys of the pziſon from 


the pozters ſide, and opened it, where they found him overladen 


wich bolts andirons, pale, meagre, and weak for want ok ſuſte- 
nance, taſting no-fod lometimes in two oz thzee dapes, whom 
the knights ling, could not ſtay tears in their eyes, knowing kim 
to be one ok the lopaleſt Knights living in thoſe days. Damar- 
tno ſeeing thoſe Knights enter in that manner, laid, TWhet 
would you have with me Knights, is pour Lord now conten;cd 
to end my life, which would be no little comfozt to mp many 
tozments 2 Palineo no longer able to conceal himſelf, unlacing 
his Helm with great jop to ſœ him alive, ſaid thus, You have 
no cauſe to fear us, molt lopal Knight, being now at length ſec 
at liberty by the hands of this valiant Bnight, to whom pou are 
no lefs bound than foz your like. And by pours, ſaid Don Brianel, 
fo) without pou, mine had little availed. Whereupon taking 
away His irous, with great gladneſs he embzaced Palineo, ſays 
ing, J do aſſure my ſelk, moſt dear Friend, pot would not fail 
me in my neceſſity, foz in ſuch times true kriends are known 
moze than in p2oſperity, and humbling himlelk ta Don Brianel, 
craved to kiſs his hands, ſeeing his perſon and that god dep 
required his duty, Don Brianel ſhewed him tte like courteſie, 
and taking him up, ſaying. that foz that little he had done, he 
deſerved no ſuch x wy being bound to do moꝛe than that to? 
him fax her lake that ſent him. Sir Knights, ſaid Damartino, 
A have certain ſervants in pziſon ſome where about this caſtle, 
kor I know they were bzought in with me, them A pzap you let 
us kr, lo they went to fk them, and Damartino greatly won⸗ 
dzed to ſæ lo great laughter by 2 Þnigh's. And after thep had 
found the ſervants, Don Brianel, aad Palineo were laid in 2 * 
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in the Caſtle, and were cured by one ok Damartino's ſervants 
that was skilful in that ſcienrez and there they continued cer, 
tain dayes till they were well, d2dering that if any came from 
the King they ſhould be admitted to them. But Don Briane! 
the firſt dap required one of the ſervants ſecretly to fetch their 
Pozſes where they had left them, which ſo ſon as it was dark 
was done, that not a lictie contented Don Brianel, fo: he much 
Piiled his hozle , being never a better in the whole Kingdom, 
and thꝛough the hurly burly in the City none remembzed them 
within the Caſtle, But after they were well, Don Brianel ſaid 
to Damartino and Palineo together; Yitherto pon have not 
known the occaſion of mp coming, no2 what J am, having ne- 
ver ſc&en me befo2e. but to aſſure you of both, read this Letter 
from the honourable Pytinceſs Aurora, by which you ſhall know 
the beginning and the end of my Travel: Damartino taking 
ie, read it to this effect. 7 
T He diſiherited Queen of Antioch, Aurora, Princeſs of Miri- 
ana, to thee the loyalleſt of all creatures, her loving Knight 
Damartino of the Valley , Governour of the Kingdom , by our 
will, though by a ſtrange hand, Health. I know the unhappy 
chances, overthrows , and unfortunate miſadventures have not 
been unknown to thee, (as the man that hath ſutained the like) 
which have by the proviſion of the immortal Gods befallen the 
King Pompeiano thy Lord, and my dear father, as alſo the feared 
abſence of my perſon, ſo neceſſary to eſcape the fury of Prince 
Perianeo of Perſia, & Don Gallaneo of Antioch. And now repoling 
my confidence on the high eſtate of thy defence, in the great 
loyalty I have known in thee, and by the love my father bare 
thee (whoſe death partly on ſome of them 1s revenged.as this Knight 
more at large will tell thee) I hope the like ſhall be ſeen in my 
preſence, through thy means and order, either by coming in 
perſon to theſe, or with an hoſt of men, ſufficient to regain our 
rights; for with ſuch cauſe I ſend thee this valourous Knight, 
excellent not only in Arms, but in any thing elſe required in a 
Noble man, With him ſhalt thou determine beſt and ſpeedieſt 
means. for theſe affairs we - move, but the Gods prote& thee, and 
preſerve thee in that ſtate of loyalty which thou ever glorieſt in. 


Do 
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So ſon as Damartino read this Letter, imbrated Don Bri- 
amel again, laying, J could not have or deſire better news than 
theſe (Dir Knight) to comfozt my affliged heart, joping to know 
of the welfare of my Soveraign. But how ſhall we do 2 foz this 
Zy:ant and Uſurping King Tramolcano, is ſo mighty and 
ſtronglp foztified in this Land, that we can hardly oppoſe his 
kozces. J am of opinion, laid Palineo, ſ&ging we are to begin ſo 
great an enterpzile, we acquaint the Duke of Silvania, to 
whom Don Gallinco having granted all his livings, the Wſur- 
per hath now foz ſome cauſes diſcontented, and he J am aſſured 
ſ&ging you at liberty, will not deny all his aid, aſliſting you to 
reobtain that which he hath loſt, oz elſe loſe what he hath now. 
J do very well like what you have ſaid, replyed Damartino, and 
therefoze you and J will co mozrow go to him, leaving this 
Knight in_the Caſtle, to anſwer any that come from the City, 
It were better we all go together, ſaid Palinco, and if auy.come 
we will leave ozder with theſe ſervants what they ſhall do. Be 
it ſo, laid Don Brianel, and I think it beſt we go ere it be dap, 
that we be not len, putting on the Armour of the Gyants Bs. 
Do reſolved they went to reſt themſelves, and about midnight 


role and changed their Armour; Damartino and Palinco taking. 


the beſt hozſes in the Caſtle, departed, commanding their ſer- 
vants, ik any came from the City thep ſhould tell them the 
Gyant had commanded none ſhould enter to ſpeak with him, be- 
cauſe he was not well, and that they ſhould make them anſwer. 
acco2ding to their demand, in the Gyants behalf. . 

CHAP. XLVIII. 
What befcl Don Brianel and his companions, «with. the Knights 


of the Lyons,” and how knowing one another, they all return- 
ed to the Caſtle. 


TM parts of the night were overpaſt, when the dazling. 
light of pale ſhining Diana, would give plate to the caſtern 
riſing of the mozning kun, whole clear approach crpellech from: 
the Beavens the oblcure darknels of the glomy night; when 
thele 3 Knights ifſutdfo2ch of the Caſtle upon (kately courlers 
with ſtrong and knotty lances in their hands, and with-2 pages 


only to bear their ſhields, directing their way to the city of Sil. 


vauia, -ſuppoſtng'to ffad the Duke there. Now, ſaith the hiſtozp, 


they.” 
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they were not gone 6 miles from the city, but they law coming 
towards them 2 LEnights, the bzaveſt gallants 5 ever law, 
they bzought with them s pages, all on fair hozſes. Did ye ever 
ſee gallanter Knights in pour life, ſais Don Bria nel to Damar- 
tino? No truly, replyed he. Aſſure pour ſelf, laid Palineo, they be 
not of this Conntry, foz none here can it a hozle, noz manage 
him ſo bzavcly ; pet by their Armour ep novel Knights. 
Why think you lo, laid Don Briancl ? Becauſe they have on 
them no ſuch ſigns as pou (replyed he) whereby it ſeems they 
have not been in many combats, oz not with that armour, and 
if pou think god, it would not be amils to try if their ſubſtance 
doth agree with their chem. Do not, ſaid the pzudent Damarti- 

no, put pour ſelf to ſuch tryal, foz ofcentimes combats are jeſt⸗ 
ingly begun, but in carneſt ended, eſpecially becauſe methinks 
pon Knights will bzavely defend chemſelves. Wich this talk 
they dzew nigh to one another, whereby thep law them with 
roſe-colour'd armour, very rich and curiouflp graven with many 
lions crowned with laurel⸗wzeaths; one of them ſtept fozward, 
and meeting the 3 Knights, in the Perſian tongue ſaluted them, 
they did the like wich much courteſie. Came ye (fir Knights, laid 

he ok the Lyons) from Antioch ? Pes, replped they, we peſterday 

came thence. But why ask you: becauſe (ſaidhe) J go in ſearch 

of a Knight whom A hope to find there; may be you know him, 

What device wears he in his arms? oz what is his name, de⸗ 

manded they? A know not how he map call himſclf this way, 

replyed he of the Lions, but he wears a tauny armour, with a ſea-, 

wave, and on his ſhield engraven the picture of a very fair lady, 

I know if he be in theſe parts, he cannot but be named accozv- 

ing tothe courage and valour of his mind. Don Erianel hears 

ing this, thought they demanded foz Don Bellianis, and becauſe 

he ſpake in the Pe:ftan language, imagined. he was gone from 

Bollera where he left him, and this might be ſome friend that 
followed him; deſirons to be better infozmed of this, laid, This 

Knight you ask foz, is not in this country, but if you will tell me 

what pou would with him, J'le cell you where pon map find 
him; foz though this Knight is no leſs named than you ſay, none 
cau give you better inſtruction of him than J. That J fain 
would ſpeak with him, there is nothing J moze dcfire 3 therefoze 
peu 
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you may greatly favour me to tell me the place of his abode 
without further queſtion. Fe tell pon, ſaid Don Brianel, and 
let me know your name. J am called the Knight of the Lyons» 
Jam never the wiſer fo2 that name, ſaid Don Brianel, there- 
foze unlels you be moze plain you ſhall not know of me what 
you would. Pou are a ſtrange man ( ſaid the Knight of the Ly- 
ons) to deny nip requeſt, having told pou my name, foz in that 
you know me not, J ain not bound to tell pou who my Gzandfire 
was. It's a marvel you are unknown, ſaid Palineo, having end⸗ 
ed lo many Adventures with the armour, which ſo teſtiſie, ſeem⸗ 
ing wondzous batter'd, and it map be a wonder pou were not 
without further queſtion known, ſince the Kingvom of Antioch 
is ſo full of your p2zoweſſes. Whereunto the Knight of the Lyons 
thus replied, By pour wozds J perceive, becauſe A (ould have 
ſaid by you what you did by me, pou have ſo mangled pour ar⸗ 
mour, and not that with them pou have been in any fight: if vou 
have in you fuch deds as wozds pzouply to breathe unſemly 
jeſts, J gladly would bzeak a Lance with yon, upon condition 
that ik J vanquiſh pou, this Knight be bound to tell what J ves 
manded 3 and if J be vanquiſhed, my armour ſhall be yours, that 
vou map imploy them in ſuch enterp2iſes pou ſpeak ok: be it as 
you. pleaſe anſwered Palineo, tf my companion will agree to the 
condition. . Jam content, ſaid Don Brianel. Mhereupon Pali- 
neo turn'd about to take his carer, ſo did the Knight of the Ly- 
ons, wich great fury meeting in the midſt of their courſe.and ſtay⸗ 
ing themſelves in their ſaddles, the:encounters were ſo ſtrong, 
that the Knight of the Lyons loſt his ſtirrops; but Palineo was 
by the fierce ſhock clean ünhozſt over the crupper, and his ad⸗ 
verſary paſs'd. away moſf gallantly toward Don Briznel, wha 
much wondzed at the bzave encounter, ſaying thus to him, D&#- 
ing (Sir Knight) in you remains to vifcharge the condition of our 


controverſie, A intreat pou to latigfie my demand. Don Brianel 


being about to anſwer him, Palineo arrived, ſaying, Unight of 
the Lpone, let's end the battel, fo though J fell J am not over⸗ 
tome. J am bound to no moze, ſaid he, having ſaid J would but 
bzeak one Lance, and ſince pou fell you have no reafon to urge me 
any moze, but that this Knight do keep his pꝛomiſe. Let him be 
judg'd firſt overcome, ſaid Don 7 5 and the reſt ſhall quick⸗ 
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ly be fulfilled. But the other Knight of the Lyons ſzing this, 
went to them, ſaying, there can be no right judgment given on 
this controverſte ; foz both pou will ſap he is not vanquiſhed, 
though he be: but J will try with pon, ſaid he to Don Brian}, 
which of them is vanquiſh'd, therefoze paſs no ſentence hereon, 
fo2 our battel ſhall arbitrate it, and what we elle would. Don 
Brianel perceiving that the Knight thzeatned him, made no an- 
\wer, but rein'd his ho2fe about, touching his Lance to met his 
avverſary who was nothing lack to do the like; and like two fu⸗ 
rious Lyons encountring with mighty ſtrength, making the earth 
tremble under them. Don Brianel encountred the Knſght gk 
the Lyons in ſuch ſozt, that penetrating the ſhield and armour, 
he made him bend his head back to His hozſe crupper: but the 
Knight of the Lyons'ſfrok him on the viſo2 of his Pelm, which 
being ok a fine temper, reſiſted there the fury of the Lance, which 
fo2 all that bzake his Lance, making it fly from his head,confkrains 
ing him to ſave himſelf by holding about his hozſes neck, al- 
molt beſides himlelf,thinking he had loſt his eyes. In this mans 
ner ſfod he a while till he had recover'd his ſenſes, then feing 
his adverſary come toward him with his \ſwozd drawn, aſhatney 
ok his accident, and mad with rage, did the like, covering his 
head with his ſhield foz want of a Helm: but ere he cduld do fo, 
he was ſuddenly known by the Knight of the Lyons, and he that 
julked with him thinking he had done him ſome great harm, 
ſheathd his [wozd, and in Greek ſaid, Stay Pzince of Mace- 
don, fo2 pou muſt not combat with me. Which. Don Brianel 
ſeeing; did the like, ſaying, Who are pou that knows me in a 
ſtrange Land e The Knight not replying,unlaced his Helm, and 
fraight Don Brianel did fo to, demanding koz his dear Bzother 
Don Bellianis? Ye is very far from hence, replied Don Briancl. 
But what is that valiant Knight that comes with you e It's my 
Bꝛother Don Clarineo of Spain, ſatd he, and J do greatly joy to 
have met with port, fo2 elſe we knew not what todo. Wy this 
Don Clarinzo was thither come, and with great love imbzaced 
him, and ſaid, (to the great wonder of Damartino and Palineo, 
to ſe their god agreement) At had almoſt coſt us dear, to know 
of pou againſt pour will what we required; J aſſure pou, if you 
longer 6onceal pour ſelf J will no moze ſeek pou. We m in a 
+ range 
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ſtrange Land, replied Don Brianel, therefoze can J do no other⸗ 


wile, though it ſhould coſt me moze danger. But what ſhall we 


do? foz thinking to find pou in neceſiicy, the Emperoz and we 
ſhipt our ſelves with 1co000 men, which are not far from 
hence; fo; knowing you were come to reſtoze the Pzincels Au- 
rora to her Bingdom, we departed to aid you, Where left you 
my Lozd the Emperoz, demanded Don Brianel? Pe is not wich 
us, J aſſure you, anſwer d Lucidamore, foz he and Sabian of 
Trebento were ſeparated from us by a certain Adventure. All 
this talked they that Damar tino and Palineo did not underſtand, 
though they thought they knew one another. Wherefoze Don 
Brianel ſaid to the P2tnces, At behoveth vou to lay, that the 
Soldan of Babylon hath ent his Army to place the Pzinceſs 
Aurora in her Bingdom, that theſe nights may moze willingly 
further us, foz in theſe affairs they are very foz ward. Js my 
Bꝛother here, demanded Don Clarineo, and my -Couſin the Pꝛince 
Arſileo? J left them in Perſia, replied Don Brlanel, in a blody con- 
troverſte againſt the Soldan, about the death ol Don Gallaneo 
of Antioch. J t poſſible, ſaid Don Clarineo? J aſſure you, you 


have greatly gladded me with the death of the Traitoz : but tell 


me, did my Bꝛother Don Bellianis kill him 2 Me did, replied Don 
Brianel, hereafter J will infozm you of the manner how. Now 
advertiſe your Pages to ſay, ye all come away from Babylon. 
Do they ſhall, ſaid. Don Clarineo. Whereupon Don Brianel 
talled to him Palinco (that was much abaſhed at his fall) and 
laid to him and Damartino, Nou are (Dir Knights ) to give the 
immoztal Gods great thanks foz directing our affairs better than 
we wiſhed, foz theſe Knights are my near kin{men, foz whom 
J would undertake any danger in the Wozld, J ſpeak this, Sir 
Palineo, beraufe you ſhould not vex your ſelf at your chance, 
kdz diminiſh your god will toward me fo what is paſt : befides 
all this, they are come about the; ſame matter we have in hand, 


landing a Ttrong Armp, ſent to this end, from the Soldan of Ba- 


bylon, which will help us, being here hard by: wherefoze con- 
ſider what beſt we map do, koz in this, no2 any thing elſe, 
none of us will in no manner contradict pou: whereunto Palineo 
komewhat comfozted, made this anſwer, J could not receive 
greater comfozt fkoz my overthzow : being done by luch a 
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Pnight, and pour nigh Ally, fo; which caule he deſerveth to gain 
the honour of all Adventures in the world ; therefoze A remain no 
teſs bound to his ſervice, though J believe he little nerds it, 
than heretokoze J was to yours, J do greatly thank pou, Sir 
Enight, ſaid Don Clarireo, thinking my ſelk happy to met poy, 
and rcfopce we came not to handy blows, being ſure to have ben 
vanquiſhed by pon, as your courtcons wo2ds ſuffictently ſhow : 
therefoze J ſurrender all the hondur of the vico2y to pou, as pour 
due, reſting yours foz ever, as my future deeds ſhall app2ove : (9 
imbzacing one another, erpell'd all envious rancoz from their 
valiant hearts: this done, Damartino ſaid, he thought gwd they 
all return to the Caſtle, where they might conclude what ſhould 
be perfozmed; in the mean time one of the Pages ſhould go and 
char ge the Army to ſtap where they had left it, till thep received 
farther oꝛder. This counſel being allow'd, they ſent two ok their 
Pages with command, and themſelves retuxn'd to the Caſtle, 
where reſting that day, they reſolved the Pzince Don Lucida- 
more and Damartino ſhould that night go to the Army, and be- 
foze mo2ning light ſhould conduct cloſe to the walls ok Antioch, 
who they knew to be ready in Arms with above 100000 fights 
ing men, becauſe by their ſpies they were advertiſed of their 
power, and the uſurping King accounting them enemies, deter⸗ 
mined to meet them in the field, pet commanding the City Gates 
to be faſt ſhut, leſt unawares it ſhould be furp2ifed, leaving 
within 40000 men to defend it: and he with the Count Garia- 
no pꝛepared to ſet fezth. Pozeover it was reſolv'd, that Don 
Chrineo and Don Brianel with his friend Palineo ſhould paſs 
thzough the Pine to the City, and pꝛocure to open one ok her 
Gates foz their entrance, which was ſkrongly foztified, that they 
feared nothing foz two pears. Do Damartino and his companion 
went ta the Army, greatly reſopcing to ſee the god ozder thereof, 
Don Lucidamore notwithſtanding his Pages had deliver'd his 
meſſage; did himfelf give command thep ſhould ſay they were 
ſent by the great Soldan of Babylon. 
| CHAP. XLIX. | 
The great danger the Princes Don Clarineo and Don Brianel 
ſuſtained in the City of Antioch , how they were ſuccoured 
by the Knight of the Baſilisks. The winning of the City, 
and the death of the Tyrant Tramolcane, 


* 
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"Ye appointed hour come, which made every one think it a 
year, ſo much they defir'd to be within Antioch, and.having 

ſeen the ſignal of the app2oach ok the Emperozs Army. the vali⸗ 
zut Knights Don Clarineo, Don Brianel, and the politick Pali- 
reo, opening the dw2 of the Pine, went through to the Palace, 
but they were ſcarce at the Palace fide when they heard a great 
noile; and hearkning, they underft@d it was becauſe the Army of 
ſtrangers had ſo ſuddenly appear'd befoze the walls, whither 
the King Tramolcano with Count Gariano were going With 
an infinite company, to ſe ik they would aſſault the City befo2e 
mozn, whereto lacked not two hours. AU which indeed was lo; 
foz Don Lucidamore and Damartino having commanded their 
men to hang Scarfs upon their armour to be known from their 
enemies, did at that time conduct their men hard by the Gate, 
which ſhould be opened foz their entrance. Be quiet, ſaid Pali- 
neo, and let me go fo2th to ſe what we were beſt to do. Do 
what you will, ſaid Don Brianel, here we'l ſtay foz you. And 


pꝛelemly opening the. do ſoftly he went fozth, Mow like you 


this Knight,ſaid Don Brianel? What ſhould J ſay of him 2 (an- 
fwer'd Clarineo) but that J never ſaw a b2aver Knight, 
J mean of moze policy in all my life befoze, Thereupon Don 


Brianel recounted to him all he had done in his company, which 


greatly contented Don Clarineo , at which time he return d, 
laping, Sir Knight,the Gyant is gone with all his company.let us 
now follow him, doing as the time ſhall miniſter occaſton, They 
did lo, thzuſting themſelves among thoſe that were going to the 
walls, where arriving they ſaw the Gate faſt ſhut which they had 
determin'd to open, and the Gyant had placed a Garriſon there; 
and was going to-ſpeak with Count Gariano. A believe:ſatd Pali- 
neo, we ſhall have moze ado to open the Gate than we thought. 
I have (replied Don Clarineo) conſider*d how to do it: my Couſin 
Brianel ſhall kep the paſſage from the Mine, letting no mo2e 
pals Hither 3 and you (Sir Palineo) ſhall by force take the keys 
from the Pozter, and with them pzocure to open the Gate, and 4 
will defend pou from theſe that are already here: this mult be 
with ſped, that the valoꝛ of your couragious hearts, and the charge 
we have enterpziſed doth bind us to. Mhereupon Don Brianel . 
letled himſelf in the paſſage, which being narrow he could ſcarce 


dekend 
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defend Himſelf. Palineo with great courage, by light of many 
Toches, ſtept to the Pozter, and cleft his head at one blow, 
and twk the keys from him, but ere he vid it, many Knights 
allaulted him to give him his death. The valiant Pzince Cla- 
rinco, knowing what he had to do, ſtept befoze, giving lo mighty 
and moztal ſtroaks to every one that app2oached, that they fled 
from him as from the p2eſence of death. By this time Palineo 
by his ſpeedy diligence had opened the gate, had not the fearful 
Tramolcano (hearing the ſudden accident there) with an infi- 
nite number ok Bnights returned with his heavy Pace, run⸗ 
ning with ſuch fury, that if Clarinco had not ſtept behind his 
dead hozſes and Knights that lay there, he had been lain at that 
firſt encounter of the hozſe, but he wounded the Gyants Hozſe 
in the head, thzuſting His ſwozd quite though, that the furious 
beaſt raiſing himſelf in {ſuch manner overrhzew his Paſter; 
the treacherous Count Gariano would have done the ſame to 
Palineo, but ſtepping aſide, he tumbled him from His Hozſe at 
one blow, Certainly they could not have given two better blows 
than theſe, that might moze help them: fo2 when the Gyants 
Knights that were about 100, ſaw their Paſter down, alighted 
alſo, becauſe the narrowneſs of the place might not be a cauſe 
to hurt them with their hozſes. The fearful Gyant being very 
heavy, with great pain raiſed himſelf, foaming at mouth, blaſ- 
pbeming all his gods, went againſt Clarineo, who being joyn'd 
with Don Brianel, were both in fierce skirmiſh, giving and re- 
ceiving mighty troaks, whole eccho reſounded in the Camp 
without the City: and the Gyant ſeeing him there. ruſht in, to hold 
him while his men did kill him; but having no advantage ok 
ſtrength over him, Clarineo to eſcape his hands, bzavely pluckt 
him to him, that both fell down, where he was pitifully woundev, 
and had not his ſtrong armoz defended him he had loſt hislife:any 
getting from the Gyant he began a cruel fight, with great vans 
ger: whom Palineo ſ&ing ſo ſoze wounded, wondzed how he 
breath d. Don Brianel was in no leſs peril, foꝛ ſo many laid hold 
on him, with haſte to paſs by, that he bled as faſt as any of them:in 
danger were they all 3, loking fo2 nothing but death, though the 
King and Traitoz Gariano were wounded no leſs than they: fo; 
Clarineo meaning to leave his life reveng'd, lo laid on them, = 
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all were imbzued in their own blod $ and whoſoeder had ſ&n 
them would rather have judged them ſo many raging Zygers, 
oz hungry Lyons, than Knights, hoping of no ſuccour of them 
without; foz though they trped to enter, could not app2oach the 
Gatee, dekended by the Gyants Garriſon. While this thus paſſed, 
at luch time as the giver of light illuminated the dark night, 
there came down a Uallep not far from the City a mighty pil⸗ 
lar of fire, and after it followed a Bnight. with 2 of the uglieſt Gy- 
ants that ever were ſen, who with ſnch furious ſpeed ( as thun- 
der⸗bolts break though the air) appꝛoach'd to the wall, letting 
a ladder againſt it. The Knight that came with them, whole 
armour was garnifh'd with Waſilisks, alighted from His Hozle, 
and without let ok any below, he mounted thereon to the top of 
the wall, beſtowing ſuch deadly ſkrokes, that ere they were 
aware of him.he tumbled above fifty over dead. Don Lucidamore 
ſaw ſuch gallant pzoweſs in one Knight, leaving his armour to 
Damartino's charge, quickly climb'd the ladder, he was ſcarce 
on the top, when the Gyants taking it,return'd that way, and in 
the manner they did come, leaving the beholders amazed with 
wonder. The Knight of the Baſilisks inſtructed what he ſhould 
do, deſcended certain ſteps of ſtone that were in the wall, beat 
ing down on each ſide many Knights befoze him, clearing the 
way foz Don Lucidamore that follow'd, making 1:5 Teſs flaugh- 
ter than he on the rebellious people: at length he arrived at the 
Gate where Don Brianel was, weary and tired, who ſeeing the 
Kuight of the Baſilisks, thinking him to be one of his enemies, 
ſirok him a mighty blow, but he knowing him, defended it 
with his ſhield, and ruſht in where he was; there he eſpied Cla- 
rineo, that had befoze him above 30 Knights ſlain, and then with 
one ſfroak laid the Count Gariano dead on the earth, but was 
in extream danger, becauſe he lokt to the truſty Palineo, who 
by loſing much blod was in a trance, that he was fain to bear him 
cloſe to the wall, where he kept him befoze himſelf, making 
ſtupendiou. derds. And there arriving the Knight of the Waſilisks,. 
in the Grecian tongue he ſaid, Courage, bzave Knight, foz you- 
are already ſuccour'd. At the end ok theſe wozds, with one huge 
ſtroak he cut off the Gyants leg, that he fell down, and bzeath'y. 
his laſt, beating away all the Knights about him, and quickly 
reed 
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freed that Gate, ſtepping both to the po2tal thereof, where Luci. 
damore aud Don Brian.l were, And the Zrops without, ling 
thep could not enter in, overthzew all that üde, making a great 
bzeach in the wall, wherein tenBnights might eaſily paſs toge⸗ 
ther, pꝛelling in wich ſuch fury that they were extreamlp op- 
p2eſt, Dekend pon this entry, ſaid Clarineo, to the Knight 
of the Baſilisks, while A open ponder Gate; and he did 
ſo bzavelp, that in deſpight ok them that firſt arrived, he over- 
thꝛew above 500 dead and wounded, making the reft give place 
to his puiflant ſtrokes. Clarineo went to Palineo fog the keys, 
but he would not part with them, but open'd the Gate: when they 
faw it, with great clamours they appzoach'd to enter the City, 
The Knight of the Baſilisks and his companions ſ&ing it, with⸗ 
d2ew themſelves to give that fury place, with their arrival the 
battel was renewed in ſuch manner that the place was heaped 
with dead men , becauſe King Tramolcano's multitudes were 
infinite and expert, knowing that if they loſt the City, they ſhould 
all pay the tribute of death to their enemies ſwozds, fought like 
mad men. The Pzinces having recover'd their Knights, toge⸗ 
ther with the Pzince ok the Baſilisks, and Clarineo having al⸗ 
lured Palineo, whom he found with life, uniting themſelves, 
pꝛeſt in the thickeſt of the battel with ſuch courage as they aug⸗ 
mented in themſelves, with deſire to ſ& their affairs termi- 
nate in a god end, The ſtreams of blod began to run about ſo 
faſt, like rivers deſcending from ſo many mountains. Damarti- 
no tonſidering that the City would Hardly be won by that means, 
by reaſon of many people within to defend it, commanded all his 
men to name aloud the Pzinceſs Aurora, ſo they did, ſaping, Anti- 
och, Antioch,foz PzinceſsAurora.At this cry and Name,the people 
of the Countrey hearing, and thinking their Lady & Pzinceſs was 
there whom thep lo greatly deſired, abandon'd thoſe belonging 
as well tothe Traitoz Count as the Gpant, and withdzew them- 
lelves, which they had not done in the beginning, becauſe they 
dtem'd them enemies to the City & Land.themſelves crying with⸗ 
in as others did without, trampling under their hozles and maſla- 
cring without pity thole traitozs in ſuch ſozt, to revenge them- 
ſelves fo2 the outrages done by them, that ere non they left not 
one alive to'bear news of their deſolation , having flatn that 
| mo2ning 
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moming above 80000, wanting above 5000 Chiiſfians, And 
this hapned by Damartino's policy, which if it had not been, 
though their adverſaries had alſo in the end all dyed by the 
fwozd, their loſſes had been infinite. This done, Don Lucida- 
more cauſed to be pꝛoclaimed, that on pain of death none ſhould 


ſtir any thing in the City, but quietly lodge therein, without 


oppzeſling 92 moleſting any wap the meaneſt Citizen of the 
lame. And having taken all the Fo2treſſes,Cafles c Yolds of the 
City to their power, calling Don Clarineo and Don Brianel with 
him, went together to the Bnight of the Baſilieks, who being 
mounted would depart, But Don Clarineo remembzing the 
danger he had freed him from, with great love imbzaced him, 
ſaying, O moltglozious and renowned Knight, the excellenteſt 
that ever dzew a ſwo2d, J hope you will not ſo greatly wzong 
us, ſo to depart unknown, having liberated all of us from ſo 
great danger: fo; which, not only our lives, but the whole glozy 
of this laſting victozy of this battel is to little recompence foz 
ſuch aid; thinking our ſelves ſufficiently honoured, by ſolely 
knowing what pou are. This he ſpake in the Grecian language, 
foz when he ſuccour'd him firſt, he encouraged him in the ſame 
tongue. J know not excellent Pzince ( anſwer'd the Knight of 
the Baſilisks) how J may cancel the bonds pou tye me in by the 
incomparable merits of pour wozds, yet notwithſtanding un⸗ 
lace mp helm. Don Lucidamore moze amazed than at firſt, to 
know his W2other, did pzeſently unlace his, whereby the ex- 
cellency of his complection is ſeen: whom Don Clarin:o know- 
ing, reſted ſo confuled with content, that the tears ran down his 
cheeks, and with a loud voice ſaid, © mighty Lozd, that koz us 
all did ſuffer, what great wonder do Jer: having befo2e theſe 
mine eyes my dear Lozd and Bꝛother, the Pzince Don Bellianis. 
Whereupon he ſtraight leapt from his hozſe to kiſs his hand. 
The like did all the reſt, Don Bellianis ſ ing them do ſo, dil⸗ 

mounted his hozle to imbzace all thoſe Knights, with ſuch content 

as may be imagined. Pere wants nothing now ( ſaid Lucida- 

more) to end our demand, but the pzeſence of our Lozd the 

Emperoz. That ſhall not nerd, replyed Don Bellianis, ſo2 J have 

left him well within the City of Bollera, and hard by Per epo- 

lis, whereto we mult go with all ſpeed. Bow arrived he there, 

Ji (demanded 
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(.demanded Don Clarineo ) having loſt himſelf far from thence + 
That J know not ( ſaid Don Bellianis ) but A left him where 
I tell you, and there J believe we ſhall find him. Mere they 
were ſeparated by the multitudes of Knights that came to do 
their duties to Don Bellianis, not able to expzeſs their joy with: 
his fight. And he commandedthem all to keep his and all their 
names ſecret, what they were he would have none of the City 
know. Having done with their greetings, they went to Bing 
Tramolcano's Palace and lodg'd there, their men being quar- 
ter'd in the City, they tok the dead bodies away, offering no- 
wong oz injury to any Citizen. They carried the noble Pali- 
neo to the Palace, who had recovercy his lenſes, all the Bnights 
viſiting, and much Fonouring him: at whoſe pzeſence be great- 
ly rejoyced, as alſo to ſ& thoſe buſineſſes ended. Don Clarineo 
and Don Brianel were laid in two rich Feds, hard by Palineo's, 
where their many wounds were dzeſſed by skilful Chirurgi⸗ 
ons. Don Bellianis taking in his company Damartino, whom 
he greatly eſteemed foy the Pꝛinceſs Aurora's repozt of him, 
and went about the City, and aſſembling together all the 
States thereof, and the chiefeſt Citizens of the ſame ,. Don Bel 
lianis made them a ſhozt diſcourſe ; thanking them foz their loy⸗ 
alty they always obſerv'd, p2zomifing they ſhould all have their 
loſſes requited wich full and ample ſatisfaction, and-ſhewed 
them the Letter wzitten to Damartino. They greatly conſo- 
tated by his ſpeech, pꝛomiſed to pzocure reſtitution of the whole 
Kingdom, upon which conclufion Don Ecllianis return'd to. the: 
Palace, leaving Damartino giving ozder to recover the reſt 
of the Province without ſpilling. ok moze blood. To which eft:> 
he ſent meſſengers: to all Cities and places of impoztauce in 
that Kingvom, 
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How the whole. Kingdom of « Antioch being recovered, the eſtate 
of Count Gariaus was given to. the politick Pulineo: of the Ven- 
ture, and leaving Damartino Governour there, all thoſe 
Princes departed toward Perſia... | 
ID ſon as it was known though all the Kingdom ok Anti- 
och, the total ruine and utter deſtruction ok the Uſurping 
King aud all his Fozcer, they all aroſe againſt the Tyrants « 
rilons, 


riſons, knowing thoſe Knights came from their lawfnl and 
right Pzinceſs, fo that utterly ſubverting thoſe adverſe ſtrengths, 
leaving none with life, thep ſent Ambaſſadozs to Antioch, rd 


acquaint them of theſe events, fo happily bꝛought to a period, 


which much rejoyced them, ſending thither Governozs to ozver 
thoſe upꝛoars, till all things elſe were happily concluded. By 
this time the wounded Knights were thzough well, except Pa- 
linco, who being wozſe wounden was longer” in healing. But 
one day being all together in Council, it was determined that Di- 
martino ( as befoze ) ſhould ſway the government of the whole 
Kingdom,and did [wear all the people to obey him. And though 
he refuſed it, alledging he was far in years, and there foze it 
better became him to withdzaw into a p2ivate life, leaving the 
variable chances of the givdy wozld „pet in the end he was foz- 
ced to it at the intreaties of the Nobilicy of the Laud, that 
highly eſteemed him. And Don Bellianis having underſtod of 


his Couſin Don Brianel the great topl and dangers that the 


politick Pa'inzo had in thoſe buſineſſes ſuſtain'd, call'd him be 
foe all che greateſt Peers, ſaying thus, Ik the merits that pour 


vatour and wozthy perſon veſerves ſhouly accozwinglp be re⸗ 
compenced, valiant and politick Marriour, all this Ktngdonr- 


were inlufficient to counterpoiſe pour High deſerts,. being re⸗ 


covered by your only means; foz it is maniteſt that pou were 


the caule of the reſtitution thereof, as alſs Damirtino's liber⸗ 


ty the glozy ok all which things deſervedly ſhould be attributed 


to your ſelf, Which notwithſtanding, I intreat pon (not re- 


garding the ſmalneſs of the gift, but the god will of the giver, 
and as token of your farther merits ) to accept as pour own the 
whole Cate and Lands belonging to the Count Gari-ro,: 
wiſhing it were in a better time, that J might crp2eſs my love 
toward you with larger effects, acco2ding to the uſance-of. my 


mind: pet will J p2ocure the Princeſs Aurora to confirm your 
this, wich pꝛomile of a greater recompence. All thoſe Lo2ds that 
were there p2eſent, Highly allowed and commended what D » 
Bellianis had done, elpecially the Pzinces Don B imel and Cli- 


rineo. To whom Palinco thus made avſwcr, Excellent Prince” 


and molt heroick, foz ſo may J with reaſon (though A know 


you not) call you, having on me. extended the maguificence os 
your- 
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your ropal mind, by the bounty-of pour liberal hand, which in 
no leſs a petſon than J ſpeak of can be ſen, having done no- 
thing that might deſerve ſo much as the company of: ſuch fas 
mous Knights but the greatneſs of your largeneſs paſſing all 
compare, bindeth me to this: and ſo do A receive theſe favours, _ 
to implop the ſame, together with mp life in pour ſervice, and 
the Pzinceſs Aurora mp ſovereign Lady ., beſeching the im⸗ 
moztal Gods, that when J do fozget this duty, that then J may 
hy cy an example ok the like ingratitude to all the univer⸗ 
al Ozb. 
And thereupon pꝛoſtrating himſelf upon his knees, deſirer 
to kiſs his hand: but Don B-llianis refuſing it, imbzaced him 
with great affection; the like did all the other Knights, calling 
him thereafter Count Gariano, having deſerved it by the vir⸗ 
tue and valour of his mind, poſleſſing nothing of his Anceſtozs, 
but an Yozſe and Armour,andUUeapous. 0 | % 
Don Bellianis having finiſhed this action, commanded all 
his Army lpedily to ſhip themſelves, charging all their Lead⸗ 
ers and Captains to bend their Uoyage to Perſia, and attend 
his coming, oz o2der from him at Pericpolis, making as if he 
had left the Cmperoz in danger there. They with a god wind 
departed, leaving Don B-llianis alone, with his onely Bzothers, 
and Don Brianel that appointed to meet them by Land. After 
all this they continued eight days in Antioch, which being pa- 
cified and quieted, they reſolved the enſuing day to depart, 3 
The Count Gariano and the Governour Damartino greatly 
ſozrowing fo2 their abſence 3 but bekoze they went, they lo 


much intreated them to diſcover themſelves, that Don Bellia-. + 


nis not able to deny it, told them what they were, taking their 
wo2ds they ſhould not diſcloſe it to auy3 who reſted amazed, 
pet very glad that theſe affairs were concluded by lo great a 
P2ince, and giving them Guides to direct their way to Perſia, 
they at length deparbed, , Jn which journey leaving them; here 
endeth the firſt part of the Hiſtozp, landing her tempeſt, beaten 
in the dark doubtful @urges of accepting hope, on the quiet 
ſhoze ok pour molt gentle and patronaging favours. 


FINIS. 


